
1 
 

January 2020 

              Birding Observer 

     

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 
 
Calendar of Events 
 

 Monday, January 6th, 6:45-8:45pm: The Five 
Valleys Audubon Society Board Meeting will be 
held in the Small Meeting room of the Missoula 
Public Library.  Meetings are free and open to the 
public, where Chapter business is discussed.  

 Monday, January 13th, 7pm: Dr. Kelsey Jencso will 
discuss Montana’s Climate: Past, Present and 
Future, at our January meeting, in room 123 of the 
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.   

 Wednesday, January 15th: The deadline for the 
February 2020 edition of the Birding Observer.     

 Saturday, January 18th: Beginning bird walk at the 
Lee Metcalf NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field 
trip leader at the Refuge Visitor's Center. Please 
note that the Visitor's Center is not open on 
weekends, but there is an outhouse available at the 
Wildlife Viewing Area.    

 Saturday, January 25th: Long-eared Owl trapping 
field trip with Denver Holt. The details are not yet 
available, but we expect to stay within the Missoula 
Valley, and the trip will begin at 8am in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center parking lot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long-eared Owl

 

Montana’s Climate: Past, Present and Future  
 
Join us on Monday, January 13, 2020 for our annual joint 
meeting with the Native Plant Society to hear Dr. Kelsey 
Jencso present “Montana’s Climate: Past, Present and 
Future.” 
 
Dr. Jencso is an Assistant Professor and Watershed 
Hydrologist at the University of Montana’s newly 
established Montana Climate Office, which provides high-
quality, timely, relevant, and scientifically based climate 
information and services. The office sits at the nexus of 
two of America’s great river basins, the Columbia and the 
Missouri, which encompass almost one-third of the land 
mass of the conterminous United States. No other 
provider of climate information has within their mission 
the goal of assimilating, organizing, and disseminating 
climate information across providers for the benefit of a 
large and diverse stakeholder community in Montana. 
The State of Montana recognizes the Montana Climate 
Office as the official steward of climate information for 
the state. 
 
The Montana Climate Office works to provide targeted 
water and climate information to the people of Montana 
for specific sectors of interest by either geography or 
resource. They strive to be a credible and expert source 
of information for decision makers that rely on the most 
current information on climate to make important policy 
decisions. It is also the role of the Montana Climate Office 
to assist stakeholders in interpreting climate information 
or adapting climate products to their needs. Since 
Montana’s interests extend outside of its administrative 
border, many of the Montana Climate Office products 
extend to other regions of interest and can be adapted 
for use within the Rocky Mountain West — downstream 
users of vital climate information! 
 
We will meet at 7:00 PM in Room 123 of the Gallagher 
Business Building on the University of Montana campus.   
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Peeps from the Board: Beginning Bird Walks  
By Larry Weeks 
 
In December 2010, Lynn Tennefoss organized the first 
Beginning Bird Walks at the Lee Metcalf NWR, sponsored 
by Bitterroot Audubon Society, Five Valleys Audubon 
Society and Metcalf. The walks were scheduled for the 
third Saturday of the month from 10am to 12 noon and 
oriented for beginning birders or people, who wanted to 
brush up on their identification skills. The initial walks 
were led by Lynn, Kate Stone, Poody McLaughlin and Joe 
Regan, Pat Little, Bob Petty, Sherry Ritter, and myself. 
Bob Danley served as a backup leader in case a chapter 
representative wasn't available. 
 
I started attending these walks regularly, when I didn't 
have a conflict with Five Valleys Audubon field trips.  
When Danley retired in February 2018, I scheduled 
leaders to fill in for me when I had a conflict.  In 2019, the 
Chapter field trips were scheduled around the Beginning 
Bird Walks which allowed me to lead all of the walks. The 
attendance at the 2019 walks has averaged over 14 
people with a peak attendance of 31 in November. On 
average 34 bird species were identified on each walk. If 
someone had participated in the 11 walks through 
November, they would have seen or had the opportunity 
to see 99 species. The best birds included Trumpeter 
Swan, Peregrine Falcon, Solitary Sandpiper, Black-necked 
Stilt, Long-billed Dowitcher, Forster's Tern, Black-chinned 
Hummingbird, Say's Phoebe, Brown Creeper, American 
Tree Sparrow, and Bullock's Oriole. We watched an 
Osprey catch a black bass, heard some unusual begging 
calls by 3 juvenile Great Horned Owls and saw porcupines 
on 3 different walks.  Our Chapter has gained several new 
members as a result of our participation. I wish to thank 
Rose Stoudt for participating on most of the walks. By 
having a second spotting scope, it has increased the 
enjoyment for the participants. 
 
2019 Field Trip Bird List  
By Larry Weeks 
 
During the 2019 calendar year, we conducted 17 field 
trips, including the Mission Valley (4), Metcalf (2), Deer 
Lodge Valley (3), Brown's Lake (2), Bandy Ranch (1), 
Freezout Lake (1), Open Cross Ranch (1), Bowdoin (1), 
Glacier (1), and Rogers Pass (1). If someone had 
participated in all 17 field trips, they would have seen, or 
had the opportunity to see, 208 bird species.  The best 
field trips in terms of bird species were Freezout (104) 
and Bowdoin (97).  The outstanding birds included White-
winged Scoter,  Great Egret, Ferruginous Hawk, Eastern 
Screech Owl, Green-tailed Towhee, LeConte's Sparrow, 
Baird's Sparrow, and Summer Tanager. 

Field Trip Summary 
By Larry Weeks 
 
Sunday, December 8th: 
The early December field 
trip to the Mission Valley 
is always scheduled on 
Sunday to avoid the 
potential for a Grizzly 
playoff football game.  
This year, the Grizzlies 
hosted a playoff game on 
Sat., December 7th.  The 
weather forecast for 
Sunday in the Mission Valley was so intimidating that at 
least one person decided not to attend. However, I 
rejected a suggestion to cancel the field trip. When the 
group assembled at the Cenex in Ronan, we ended up 
with blue sky and sunshine in the morning.  Although it 
did cloud up in the afternoon with some wind, weather 
was not a negative factor.  As we drove north through the 
valley, we encountered numerous Red-tailed Hawks and 
a few Rough-legged Hawks. There was a large flock of 
American Coots on Flathead Lake next to the shore in 
Polson.   At the Town Pump stop in Polson, we had a flock 
of Bohemian Waxwings and a few American Robins.  No 
Blue Jay.  We visited Boettcher Park to look for some 
White-fronted Geese that had been seen earlier in the 
week but we were unsuccessful. The Polson sewage 
ponds were drained so no Goldeneyes.  We did find some 
waterfowl at the outlet of Flathead Lake.  On the drive 
through Eli Gap and Valley View, we started to get more 
variety. At one stop, we had 20 Bald Eagles and 40 
Common Ravens.  We were unable to find the reason for 
such a concentration. Then we started seeing American 
Kestrels, Great Horned Owls, Northern Harriers, and a 
Prairie Falcon. At Crow Reservoir, we had a Northern 
Shrike. At Ninepipes Reservoir, we had a Snow Goose 
that was with a flock of Canada Geese.  The tour ended at 
the intersection of Ninepipes Rd. and Post Creek Rd.  One 
vehicle returned to Ronan so some of the participants 
could retrieve their cars and the rest of the group 
returned to highway 93 via Old Freight Rd.  Birds seen 
along Old Freight Rd. included another Prairie Falcon, a 
massive flock of Red-winged Blackbirds which included 
Brewer's Blackbirds and Yellow-headed Blackbirds, and 
more buteos. The raptor tally for the trip included 79 
Red-tailed Hawks, 35 Rough-legged Hawks,  19 buteo 
species (high flying kettle), 3 American Kestrels, 2 Prairie 
Falcons, 1 falcon species,  9 Northern Harriers, 29 Bald 
Eagles, and 8 Great Horned Owls.  That's an outstanding 
total of 185 raptors. There were 17 people on the trip and 
we had 35 species.  
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Update on Green-tailed Towhee! 
 
A bird researcher at MPG Ranch confirmed a 
Green-tailed Towhee was documented on the 
ranch in the northern Bitterroot Valley two to 
three years ago. 

Help us learn how climate change is impacting birds.  
 
We all felt the impact when we read National Audubon’s 
2019 Survival By Degrees climate report. We saw that 
climate change could affect even our most common 
backyard birds. But, as the impacts of climate change 
continue to unfold, nearly half of all U.S. bird species 
could struggle to adapt. 
 
Fortunately, there is a way you can help. What’s even 
better than watching birds? Knowing you’ve done 
something meaningful to protect them. When you 
participate in National Audubon’s newest community 
science project, Climate Watch, you’ll give scientists vital 
data on how target species are faring in the 2020’s, 
information that will guide our most effective 
conservation work and annually test the predictions of 
the Survival By Degrees report. 

As we pilot this program we are looking to monitor 
nuthatches, bluebirds, and goldfinches around Bozeman, 
Helena, Missoula, and The Flathead Valley. Surveys will 
include point-counts for target species (often just one-at-
a-time), and winter surveying can start as early as January 
15 - February 15. We are working on the details for each 
survey location, but wanted to encourage you to reach 
out if you are interested. We will post all of our citizen 
science programs at www.montanabirdsurveys.com, and 
you can learn more about Climate Watch here: 
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch 
 
Please email Amy Seaman, Director of Policy & Science, 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org for more information!  

 
 

  

  

 

2020 Field Trip Schedule 
 

  

Date Description 
 

Saturday, January 25th  Long-eared owl trapping 

Saturday, February 22nd  Mission Valley 

Saturday, March 28th  Lee Metcalf NWR 

Saturday, April 4th  Ninepipes – Short-eared owls 

Saturday, April 25th Warm Springs Ponds 

Saturday, May 2nd  Brown’s Lake  

May 23rd-24th  Freezout Lake / Rocky Mountain Front 

June 5th-7th  Montana Audubon Bird Festival – Lewistown 

Saturday, June 6th Clearwater River (Steve Flood) 

June 12th-14th  Lost Trail NWR 

July 2nd-5th   Glacier National Park  

July 19th-21st  Twin Falls,ID (Rose Leach) 

Saturday, August 1st Deer Lodge Valley – shorebirds 

Saturday, September 12th  Pablo Reservoir 

Saturday, October 3rd Rogers Pass 

Saturday, October 24th  Brown’s Lake 

Saturday, November 7th  Lee Metcalf NWR 

Sunday, December 6th  Mission Valley 

  

mailto:aseaman@mtaudubon.org
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Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge and Outlying areas 
Friday June 12 – Sun June 14, 2020 
The deadline to register and confirm/pay for your space 
is March 1st, 2020 
 
Join Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) for a two night, 
three day field trip to Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge 
(LTNWR) in North West Montana. In addition to birding 
Lost Trail NWR on Saturday, June 13, we will bird Friday 
June 12, on our way to the campground in Marion, MT.  
On Sunday, June 14th we will bird on our way back to 
Missoula, stopping at Kila Lake WPA, Smith Lake WPA, 
and Flathead North Shore WPA. If time permits, we could 
make other stops along the way home. 
 
Group size:   14 people maximum     
 
Cost: A deposit of $30 is required. Please mail a check to 
FVAS (PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807) by March 1st, 
2020. Please note that we cannot offer refunds, unless 
there is someone to take your place from a waiting list.  
First come first serve only.  The cost of camping will be 
determined by the number of people in our group and 
the number of campsites needed. Camping is $35 per 
night per site, and there is a $10 FVAS multi-day trip fee. 
 

Carpooling:  This is 
an absolute must, 
because LTNWR 
has a limit of five 
cars for our group 
at the refuge AND 
Lions Bitterroot 
Campground has a 
limit of two cars 
per campsite. 

 
Tenters:  Bring small back packing tents only.  Small 1-2 
person tents, is all the Lions Bitterroot Campground can 
handle.  NO ROOM FOR LARGE FAMILY-SIZED TENTS. 
 
Please let us know if you will be:  1. Sleeping in your 
vehicle?  2. Pitching a back-packing size, small one or two 
person tent?   3.  Or staying at a hotel in Kalispell? 
If you stay at a hotel in Kalispell, keep in mind you must 
be to Marion, Lions Bitterroot Campground by 5:45 a.m. 
on Saturday June 13th, as we depart for LTNWR at 6:00 
a.m. We will be limited to taking five cars to LTNWR.  
Kalispell is approximately 1 hour away. 
 
Meals:  Please bring your own breakfast, lunch and 
snacks.  Dinner on Friday and Saturday will be potluck 
and something will be assigned to you by June 1st, 2020.

Friday June 12th, 2020: Meet 7:30am on the 93 strip near 
Old Navy.  We will shift gear for carpooling and leave cars 
in the parking lot that are not going to Lions Bitterroot 
Campground or LTNWR. We need cars that can hold 3 -4 
people each from Lions Bitterroot Campground in Marion 
to LTNWR. We will bird all day Friday June 12th, on our 
way to Lions Bitterroot Campground, Marion, MT.  
Arriving to the campground between 2-6pm. 
 
Saturday June 13th, 2020, Departure to LTNWR:   6:00 
am, from Lions Bitterroot Campground in Marion, MT. 
We are limited to 5 cars in the LTNWR for our group.  
Carpooling is mandatory from the Lions Bitterroot 
Campground in Marion, MT.  We will join wildlife 
biologist and manager of LTNWR, Beverly Skinner, at 6:45 
a.m., for an all-day private tour of the wetlands, 
grasslands and forest habitats of the Lost Trail National 
Wildlife Refuge west of Kalispell in Northwest Montana 
on June 13th, 2020.  We may see nesting Trumpeter 
Swans and abundance of shorebirds and waterfowl 
species associated with Palouse Prairie, riparian/wetland, 
and larch/pine forest habitats. We may see most if not 
all, of the warblers associated with this habitat as well.  
The group will drive and walk along some of the refuge’s 
closed roads with short hikes on uneven ground for 
better viewing. 
 
Sunday June 14th, 2020, Departure:   7:00 am from Lions 
Bitterroot Campground, Marion, MT to Kila Lake WPA, 
Smith Lake WPA, Flathead North Shore WPA.  Other stops 
may occur, if time permits as we bird our way back to 
Missoula.  The arrival time back to Missoula is open.  
 
Registration:  To register, please contact Jean Duncan at 
treasurer@fvaudubon.org or (406) 396-1171.  

mailto:treasurer@fvaudubon.org
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Welcome New Members:  
 
 

Robin Anderson Elaine Brock 
Scott Danforth William Drew 
Edwin Eck Kathleen Goss 
Shea Hennelly Elizabeth M. Johns 
Toni Julian Helena Koelle 
Jacqueline Norris Olivia Quintero 
Brooke Tanner Kathy Weeks 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer 
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  
 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join 

 

 

$_______$15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. 
 
 
$_______$25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.        
 
 
$_______ General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,  
                   education and outreach. 
 
$_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 
 
 

$_______ Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird  
                   habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.  
 
$________Total contribution 
 
 
_________ Volunteer - Please contact me. I would like to know  
                     more about how I may help birds and FVAS. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS).  FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to 
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership.  All NAS members become members of FVAS.  A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.  
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization.  Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

 

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society greatly appreciates those who renewed their membership this past month. We generally 

encourage members to receive their newsletter via email (to conserve resources and our expenses), which is the 

default mailing option if provided by new members. If you want to change how your newsletter is delivered or have 

any changes to your mailing preferences, please contact the Membership Chair, Poody McLaughlin, at 

pmcregan@bresnan.net.  

Attention Birders 

For Sale: SWAROVSKI SLC 10X50 WB binoculars, 

little used, the owner, a former Audubon President 

passed away, and his spouse would like to sell the 

binos for $1,200.   

If interested, contact Marge at 

BobMargConway@hotmail.com.  

http://fvaudubon.org/join
https://action.audubon.org/donate/chapter-membership?chapter=N53
http://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:pmcregan@bresnan.net
mailto:BobMargConway@hotmail.com
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