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May 2019 

              Birding Observer 

     

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

 Monday, May 6th, 6:45-8:45pm: The FVAS Board 
meeting will take place at the Missoula Public Library, 
in the small meeting room. Please note, this is the 
last board meeting of the season. The next board 
meeting will take place in September.  

 Monday, May 13th, 7pm: Our May program meeting 
will feature Jo Ramundo, who will tell us about the 
Bosque Del Apache National Wildlife Refuge.  Please 
join us in Room 123 of the Gallagher Business 
Building on the UM campus.  

 Wednesday, May 15th: The deadline for the June 
2019 edition of the Birding Observer.    

 Saturday, May 18th: Bird walk at the Lee Metcalf 
NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field trip leader at 
the Refuge Visitor's Center. Please note that the 
Visitor's Center is not open on weekends, so no 
restrooms are available. 

 Sunday, May 19th: All-day trip to the Bandy Ranch 
which is in the Ovando Valley.  Meet at 7:50 am in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center parking lot. 

 May 25th & 26th: Two-day field trip to Freezout Lake.  
See details in write-up on page 4. 
 

Bosque Del Apache National Wildlife Refuge  
 
Please join us at our last chapter meeting before summer 
break when Jo Ramundo will tell us about her incredible 
experiences as a volunteer at New Mexico’s Bosque Del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge with her talk entitled, 
“Bosque Del Apache National Wildlife Refuge through the 
Eyes of a Budding Naturalist.” 
 
By Jo Ramundo: “Shortly after moving to Montana in 
2014, I did volunteer work at Wild Skies Raptor Center in 
Potomac. This was the inspiration I needed to spark my 
desire to learn as much as I could about wildlife in 
general, but in particular about the wildlife in my new 
home. Six months later, I moved to Hamilton and quickly 
connected with the Bitterroot Audubon and I was 
hooked! Excited about the wonders of the valley I 

decided to enroll in the Master Naturalist Program 
offered by the Montana Natural History Center in 
Missoula. This program gave me the confidence to apply 
as a volunteer at Bosque del Apache National Wildlife 
Refuge in New Mexico as an assistant ranger/ naturalist. 
 
I am a student of nature and not an expert by any means, 
but I hope to impart some of the love I feel for this very 
special refuge. The presentation will introduce you to the 
Bosque Del Apache Wildlife Refuge, including some of the 
birds and animals that live there, the Crane Festival, and a 
bit about the volunteer experience. 
 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge was 
established in 1939 to provide “a refuge and breeding 
grounds for migratory and other birds” and to develop 
wintering grounds for Greater and Lesser Sandhill Cranes, 
which were then endangered. Located in southern New 
Mexico between the Chupadera Mountains and the San 
Pascual Mountains, “The Bosque” comprises over 55,000 
acres including flood plains, wetland, irrigated farmland, 
arid grasslands and mountain foothills. Today, this 
Refuge, managed by U.S Fish and Wildlife, attracts 398 
different bird species including thousands of wintering 
cranes and geese, waterfowl, shorebirds, and birds of 
prey. “The Festival of the Cranes,” an annual event 
hosted by The Friends of Bosque, draws people from all 
over the world to view these spectacular birds up close 
and to attend a myriad of photography and educational 
workshops. This event is held in November, the week 
before Thanksgiving.” 
 
If you wish to join us, please assemble at 7pm, on 
Monday, May 13th in room 123 of the Gallagher Business 
Building on the University of Montana campus.  
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Peeps from the Board:  
Thoughts on a Western Screech Owl 
By Andrea Stierle 
 
On March 28th, I posted a photo of a Western Screech 
Owl in a nest cavity nest and referred to the bird as “her”.  
A fellow birder asked how I knew it was a female.  As I 
started to answer her question, I realized I was relying on 
what I thought I knew about owl behavior – that only 
females incubate their eggs. If the bird was in a nest 
cavity, it was probably female.  For a scientist, an 
assumption was just not good enough.  So I began to 
study the incubation habits of North American birds and 
which gender actually spent the most time (or any time) 
in the nest incubating eggs. Parental care is a complex 
undertaking and may involve a variety of behaviors 
including nest site-selection, nest building, incubation, 
provisioning and defending the nest, and feeding the 
newly hatched chicks.  My focus however, is incubation, 
and whether or not I can establish the gender of my 
Screech Owl.  
 
Establishing brooding patterns can be challenging. Not all 
birds provide significant parental care to their young and 
some birds do not incubate their own eggs.  Most species 
of cuckoos and cowbirds are brood parasites which lay 
their eggs in the nests of other bird and simply fly away. 
For birds which provide parental care, the levels of care 
can vary greatly from family to family.  Incubation itself 
can be mono-parental, biparental, or cooperative, where 
a third adult occasionally sits on the eggs. Cooperative 
incubation is rare but has been observed in dense 
breeding colonies of Common Eiders1 and in American 
Crows2, although cooperative parenting in most corvids is 
limited to nest building and providing food to the 
brooding adult and hatchlings.3  
 
In North American polygynous species (male has more 
than one mate), only the female incubates eggs.  This 
includes hummingbirds, some raptors, and many 
passerines.4 However, the male may provision and 
defend the nest.  In North American polyandrous species 
(female takes multiple mates) only males incubate the 
eggs.  This includes Phalaropes and Spotted Sandpipers, 
in a given year, whether the female has one mate or 
several, she lays a clutch of four eggs for each of male, 
and leaves the males to incubate eggs and raise the 
young.4  
 
Many birds however share incubation. Double-crested 
Cormorants relieve each other regularly, every hour or 
so. In certain sandpipers, pigeons, and doves, the female 
incubates at night while the male takes his turn during 
the day. Both sexes of most woodpeckers alternate 

during the day, but the male sits on the eggs at night. 
Starlings, on the other hand, share the task during the 
day, but the female alone incubates at night. In 
monogamous species in which both adults incubate the 
same clutch, the eggs are usually covered most of the 
time.4 
 
Birds that incubate their eggs may develop a brood patch 
(incubation patch) on the breast or abdomen shortly 
before the female lays her eggs.  Hormonal changes 
cause the feathers that cover that area to fall out on their 
own. That leaves a wrinkled patch of bare skin that blood 
vessels fill with warm blood. When we see the female or 
male “wiggle” as they settle upon the eggs, they are 
spreading that bare patch over the eggs to keep them 
warm.  Not all incubating birds develop a brood patch. 
Some birds like pelicans, gannets, boobies and penguins 
use their feet to keep their eggs warm instead of a brood 
patch. Usually only the incubating partner develops a 
brood patch. So, male phalaropes and Spotted 
Sandpipers develop a brood patch but not the females.  
In some species that share incubation duties like Bald 
Eagles and vultures, both parents develop a brood patch, 
which can be a good indicator of whether or not 
incubation is a shared responsibility.5 
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So, can I determine unequivocally if the Western Screech 
Owl I observed was male or female.  Only female owls 
incubate their eggs, so an owl in the nest cavity should be 
female, right?  Not necessarily. Timing is everything. 
Sometime between late December and March (in 
Montana, closer to mid-March) males will return to the 
previous year’s nest cavity to reclaim their territory.  In 
late March to early April, a female may join the male and 
begin to engage in mutual preening and mating.6 Prior to 
egg laying, the male often occupies the nest cavity, calling 
from within. Then, the female occupies the nest on her 
own. Once inside, she leaves only at dusk and perches 
nearby where the male feeds her. Throughout her time in 
the nest, the male roosts nearby and maintains vocal 
contact with soft trills.6  
 
Matt Larson from the Owl Research Institute concurred - 
only female owls incubate eggs and develop a brood 
patch.  When I spoke to him on April 8th he said that we 
were right in the zone for egg laying in Western Screech 
Owls.  However, several other species seem to be a 1-2 
weeks behind this year (presumably from the late snow 
cover), but they should most likely be on eggs in the next 
couple weeks (if they're not already). So was the bird a 
male claiming a nest cavity or a brooding female. 
Definitely one of the above.  
 
Sources: 
1. Thordur Orn Kristjansson & Jón Einar Jónsson (2015) 

Cooperative incubation behaviour in a super dense 
Common Eider Somateria mollissima colony, Bird Study, 
62(1):146-149. 

2. O. A. Bresgunova. (2016) Biology Bulletin, 43(7):693–706|  
Cooperative breeding in corvids.  

3. http://www.birds.cornell.edu/crows/crowfaq.htm  Dr. Kevin 
McGowan 

4. https://web.stanford.edu/group/stanfordbirds/text/uessays/ea
rlier%20versions/Who_Incubates.html 

5. https://ccbbirds.org/2011/03/05/incubation-brood-patch/ 
6. https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Western_Screech-

Owl/lifehistory 

Eurasian Magpie 
Photo by John Reynolds  

Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards 
By Bill Gabriel 
 
On April 2, 2019, our Philip L. Wright Memorial Research 
Awards proposal review committee made the following 
awards:  
 

 Graydon Hidalgo will receive $926, to investigate 
the birds of the Luttrell Psalter – a window into 
Medieval natural history.  
 

 Adam Potts will receive $1,200, for a resurvey of 
spotted owl sites in the Meadow Valley Project 
study area, Plumas National Forest, CA, to gauge 
medium term California spotted owl response to 
thinning treatments and to incidentally detect 
barred owl incursion into the area.  

 
The recipients have been invited to report on how they 
used the grants, and the results of their investigations at 
a Five Valleys Audubon meeting in early 2020.  
 
In 39 years of small research grants, FVAS has awarded 
$47,410.50 to 90 students of which 55% were male and 
45% were female. 
 
Bird Note: Do Magpies Like Stealing Shiny Things?  
By Michael Stein 
Reprinted: www.audubon.org/news/do-magpies-stealing-shiny-things  

 
Rossini’s 1815 opera, The Thieving Magpie tells of a 
household maid who nearly goes to the gallows for 
stealing silver from her employers. At the last instant, it’s 
revealed that the silver thief was actually a magpie that 
had been hiding items in the church tower. 
 
The opera was so popular in its day that it’s believed to 
have helped cement the devious reputation of the 
magpie. Today, it “seems” common knowledge that the 
Eurasian Magpie is, by nature, drawn to snatch up and fly 
off with shiny things. 
 
But scientists at Exeter University put the perception to 
the test. They placed food alongside shiny and painted 
objects and then waited for the magpies to investigate. 
The result? The opposite of what everybody expected: 
The magpies were much more cautious around novel, 
flashy objects—and less likely to approach the food. 
 
Magpies are very curious, just like their relatives, the jays 
and crows. They may sometimes pick up shiny things, but 
they don’t show any preference for shiny. A magpie’s 
more likely to grab your sandwich than your silver. 
 

http://www.audubon.org/news/do-magpies-stealing-shiny-things
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Field Trip Summaries 
By Larry Weeks 
 
Saturday, March 23rd:  Only 6 people gathered at the 
Adams Center parking lot for the field trip to Metcalf.  We 
met 2 other birders from the Bitterroot at the Visitors 
Center.  Cameron Evans, Missoulian reporter, and Tom 
Bauer, Missoulian photographer, also joined the field trip 
for about 2 hours.  Cameron wrote a very nice article that 
appeared in the Sunday Missoulian. 
 
Ponds 5 and 6 still had considerable ice but Pond 8 was 
mostly ice free.  The American Tree Sparrows were still 
present but they will be returning north very soon.  We 
did not see any Rough-legged Hawks which means they 
have already started their migration north.  We saw 13 
species of ducks, both Tundra and Trumpeter Swans, Tree 
Swallows, and a pair of Sandhill Cranes.  Walking along 
the Kenai Trail was difficult due to the large amount of 
snow that the Bitterroot received this year. 
 
We then hiked both trails at the Wildlife Viewing Area.  
On the south trail, we found 2 Great Horned Owls 
roosting on the same branch of a cottonwood tree.  
There were some feathers on the edge of the cavity nest 
that was used last year.  Maybe the owls will use the 
cavity again this year although the female should be on 
the nest by this time of the year.  We also had one 
porcupine.  The other hike yielded several California Quail 
across the river under at feeder. 
 
Rose Leach had alerted me that there was a Say's Phoebe 
behind the Peak Fitness Center on Blue Mountain Road.  
The Missoula group stopped on the return trip and saw 2 
Say's Phoebes on the yellow structure on Buckhouse 
Road.  The trip had 46 species and the list did not include 
a Prairie Falcon seen by Steve Flood's vehicle along the 
Eastside Highway. 
 
Saturday, April 6th:  The late afternoon field trip to 
Ninepipes to watch the Short-eared Owls doing their 
courtship displays attached a large crowd.  40 people left 
Missoula in 11 cars and met 5 more people at the viewing 
spot on Ninepipes Road.  In addition to the Chapter 
attendees, there were 16 University students which 
included their teacher Olivia Alexander-Leeder.  Olivia is a 
graduate student at the UM and a teacher's assistant for 
an undergraduate class, Nature and Society, which has an 
engagement requirement outside of the class.  We also 
had a couple from Coeur d' Alene that drove to Missoula 
to join the field trip. 
 
With such a large number of cars, I had to limit the stops 
to look for birds.  The first stop was on Post Creek Road 

to view a Great Horned Owl on a nest.  There was also a 
Red-tailed Hawk on a nearby nest.  The second stop was 
to view a group of Trumpeter Swans that were making 
their trumpet calls.  The 3rd and 4th stops were to look 
for waterfowl but the large numbers that I saw on the 
previous Tuesday were no longer there.  We then 
proceeded to a spot on Ninepipes Road to wait for the 
Short-eared Owls to start flying.  And they didn't 
disappoint.  At this point, the sky cleared and the sun 
started shinning.  Although the sun prevented the owls 
from flying sooner, it allowed for some spectacular 
viewing.  Several of the owls were flying at 1000 feet or 
higher doing their courtship display, and occasionally 
would put their wings together and drop several feet.  
There were an estimated 10 owls active in the area. 
 
Upcoming Field Trips  
By Larry Weeks 
 
The 2-day field trip to Freezout Lake and Benton Lake 
has been scheduled for May 25th and 26th.  The plan is to 
leave Missoula at 7:00 am on May 25th and drive to 
Freezout Lake.  The group will bird Freezout on Saturday 
and Benton Lake on Sunday.  We will spend the night in 
Choteau and the motel options are the Stage Stop Inn (1-
406-466-5900), Bella Vista Motel (1-406-466-5711, 
Gunther Motel (1-406-466-5444), and Big Sky Motel (1-
406-466-5318).  Participants are asked to make 
reservations in advance.  Most of the participants will be 
staying at the Stage Stop Inn.  Please contact Larry Weeks 
if you plan to attend and he will coordinate carpooling.  
Plan to take lunches for 2 days.  We will eat dinner 
together in a local restaurant.  There is a $10 charge for 
multi-day field trips. 
 
A 3-day field trip to Malta and Bowdoin NWR has been 
scheduled for June 21-23, 2019.  We will camp in the city 
park in Malta.  If someone wishes to stay in a motel, the 
recommended options are the Maltana Motel (1-406-
654-2610) and the Country Inn (1-866-925-4143).  If you 
plan to go and stay in a motel, I recommend that you 
make your reservations now. 
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Montana Audubon Legislative Update 
By Amy Seaman & Wyatt Smith 
 
 
The session is in its final stages and we are proud of how 
it turned out. With the added time in our schedule it has 
allowed us to look back and evaluate what conspired over 
the course of the 2019 Legislative Session. This session, as 
we have been told, focused on predators far more than 
any session in recent history. And we didn’t have too 
many negative bills which passed — the three worst wolf 
bills we were able to stop, and one of them we thought 
we’d have to ask for a veto on.  
 
But while predators were our focus most of the session, 
we did have to heavily fight some horrible outdoor and 
lands bills: HB 161 and HB 265 which would have 
negatively impacted our wildlife, wildlife habitat, and the 
Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks. Fortunately, HB 161 
was tabled in committee and Governor Bullock will veto 
HB 265. On the energy side, it was a mix of bills we were 
neutral on and the horrendous Colstrip bill — the largest 
media campaign for a bill that we have seen in a good 
number of years. Unfortunately the Colstrip bill, SB 331, 
is still being debated and we are unsure what is going to 
happen. And lastly, we only had one bill that had to do 
with Sage-Grouse; while we were opposing this bill, 
because it would negatively impact the Sage-Grouse 
Stewardship Act, we were able to get our amendments 
added to the bill. 
 
But all of these accomplishments would not have been 
possible without all of the help that we received; whether 
that included calls, emails, or lobby days, we want to 
thank you for all of your help. It does not always seem 
important, but it makes a big difference for us at the 
capital. Again, thank you! 
 
Amy and Wyatt 

 

Montana Audubon is 
Seeking Volunteers 
 
 
It’s curlew season again 
in the Mission Valley!  
Are you ready to hear 
the ‘currlleeee’ of the Long-billed Curlew?  Well, grab 
your binoculars and get ready, because this charismatic 
shorebird needs you.  Montana’s curlews are back and 
we want to keep tracking them in and around the Mission 
Valley! 
 
We know that Montana and the Mission Valley harbor 
the very important grassland and wetland habitat that 
curlews rely on during breeding and migration. This 
species offers the perfect opportunity to involve citizen 
scientists, like you, to collect more details on local curlew 
hotspots. We are reaching out to ask you to join our great 
network of conservation partners in the Mission Valley by 
choosing an available survey route and getting out into 
the field! 
 
It’s easy. Survey routes consist of early morning road-side 
stops repeated every half mile. At each stop, you will get 
out of the car for five minutes and look and listen for 
curlews.  Along the way you will collect important data on 
the time, habitat, and presence or absence of curlews. 
And, the great thing is that you only need to look for one 
big beautiful bellowing bird. So all you have to do is 
choose a route and catch up on Curlew identification and 
you are all set to go! 
 
The best way to get involved is to visit our weebly 
website and view the routes available in the Mission 
Valley and Flathead Indian Reservation 
(www.montanabirdsurveys.com). Here you will find 
survey details such as the protocol, data sheets, and 
route maps. You can also contact Amy Seaman if you 
would like a printed route packet. Feel free to take a 
partner, do a route more than once, or do more than one 
route. The Curlews are just waiting to be found! 
 
To brush up on your Curlew identification before heading 
into the field visit Montana Audubon’s webpage 
(http://mtaudubon.org/birds-science/long-billed-curlew-
initiative/) for a link to the Curlew’s call and much more. 
Also visit Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s All about Birds 
(http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Long-
billed_Curlew/id).   
 
For more information contact Amy Seaman at: 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org or 406.210.9449 
 

http://www.montanabirdsurveys.com/
http://mtaudubon.org/birds-science/long-billed-curlew-initiative/
http://mtaudubon.org/birds-science/long-billed-curlew-initiative/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Long-billed_Curlew/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Long-billed_Curlew/id
mailto:aseaman@mtaudubon.org
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Lupine Prairie 
Photo by John Lambing 

 
Wings Across the Big Sky Bird Festival 
June 7-9, 2019 
Cottonwood Inn Glasgow, Montana 
 
If you haven’t registered for Montana Audubon’s annual 
Wings Across the Big Sky Festival yet, it’s time to get 
busy! Slots remain on great field trips to the stunning 
prairie landscapes in Montana’s northeastern region. The 
area supports numerous uncommon grassland bird 
species such as Sprague’s Pipit, Chestnut-collared and 
McCown’s Longspur and Mountain Plover among others.  
 
Featured speakers include American Prairie Reserve 
founder and Great Falls native Sean Gerrity, who will 
discuss the importance of Montana’s undisturbed, native 
prairies for birds and other wildlife in the Reserve region. 
Andy Boyce with the Smithsonian Conservation Biology 
Institute will present on the effects of livestock grazing on 
grassland birds. Other presenters include Kelsey Molloy 
with the Nature Conservancy, who will give an overview 
of that organization’s work in the area, and Conservation 
Program Manager, Amy Seaman will describe the unique 
avifauna of local grasslands and some of the citizen 
science work of Montana Audubon. Executive Director 
Larry Berrin will round out the festival speaker lineup 
with a Saturday evening presentation entitled, “State of 
the Birds”.  
 
To learn more about the 20th annual Wings Across the 
Big Sky Bird Festival and to register, please visit: 
mtaudubon.org or call 406.443.3949. We hope to see you 
there! 
 

 
Nominate a Conservation 
Leader for a 2019 Montana 
Audubon Award! 
 
Nominations are now being 

accepted for Montana Audubon’s 2019 awards. Consider 
nominating someone you know for Conservationist of the 
Year, Environmental Educator of the Year, Citizen 
Scientist of the Year, or a Lifetime Achievement award! 
Nomination forms can be found on our website: 
mtaudubon.org/about/awards/. The deadline for 
nominations is May 20, 2018. Please submit via email 
(preferred) to info@mtaudubon.org or by mail to 
Montana Audubon, PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624. 
Award winners will be announced at our Bird Festival 
banquet in Glasgow on June 8.  
 
Award Categories: 

 Conservationist of the Year. For an individual who 
has provided significant wildlife conservation 
achievement in Montana. 

 Environmental Educator of the Year. For a person 
who has shown outstanding achievement in 
educating others about birds, other wildlife, and 
conservation of habitat. 

 Citizen Scientist of the Year. For a person 
contributing significantly to our knowledge and 
understanding of birds and their habitats through 
monitoring and observations. 

 Lifetime Achievement Award. For an Audubon 
volunteer who has dedicated extraordinary 
effort, time and energy to shape the activities 
and successes of a local Audubon Chapter and/or 
Montana Audubon. 

 
 

  

Attention Friends 

The Five Valleys Audubon Society would like to 

encourage you to go birding in our new 

conservation area, Mount Dean Stone, located 

above Missoula's south side neighborhood, and 

please enter your birding data into eBird: 

https://ebird.org/mt/home. We are trying to fill 

data gaps for the area, to help with our 

conservation efforts there, in cooperation with 

Five Valleys Land Trust. 

Thank you and happy birding! 

 

https://ebird.org/mt/home
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Thanks & Welcome to Our New Members  
 
Joseph Baker Kayje Booker 

Daniel Brzozowski Terry Dokken 

Stephanie Gilman J. R. Hoem 

Newman Janet Sager 

Alec Schiess James M. Stauffer 

Anne Stone Charlotte Whitehead 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer 
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  
 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join 

 

 

$_______$15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. 
 
 
$_______$25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.        
 
 
$_______ General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,  
                   education and outreach. 
 
$_______ Philip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 
 
 

$_______ Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird  
                   habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.  
 
$________Total contribution 
 
 
_________ Volunteer - Please contact me. I would like to know  
                     more about how I may help birds and FVAS. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS).  FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to 
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership.  All NAS members become members of FVAS.  A third organization, Montana Audubon (MA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.  
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization.  Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

 

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society greatly appreciates those who renewed their membership this past month. We 

generally encourage members to receive their newsletter via email (to conserve resources and our expenses), 

which is the default mailing option if provided by new members. If you want to change how your newsletter is 

delivered or have any changes to your mailing preferences, please contact the Membership Chair, Poody 

McLaughlin, at pmcregan@bresnan.net.  

http://fvaudubon.org/join
https://action.audubon.org/donate/chapter-membership?chapter=N53
http://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:pmcregan@bresnan.net
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Social Media  Thomas Kallmeyer  thomaskallmeyer@yahoo.com  
University Liaison Chad Bishop 243-4374  
Web Site Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com     

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

MISSOULA, MT 

59807 

PERMIT NO. 490 

 

Montana Audubon 
PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 

(406) 443-3949 
www.mtaudubon.org 

 
 

Larry Berrin, Executive Director 
lberrin@mtaudubon.org 
 
David Cronenwett, Development Specialist 
david@mtaudubon.org  
 
Heather Bilden, Community Programs Lead     
hbilden@mtaudubon.org     
 
Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist 
cerickson@mtaudubon.org  
 
Norane Freistadt, Finance Director 
norane@mtaudubon.org           
 
Janet Johnston, Office Manager 
info@mtaudubon.org  
 
Amy Seaman, Conservation Program 
Manager 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Carolyn Sevier, MA Center Director 
csevier@mtaudubon.org 
 
 
Rachel Van Wingen, Board President  
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