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Calendar of Events 
 
 

 Tuesday, September 6th: The board meeting will 
be held at Rose Leach’s home. A potluck dinner 
will be held at 6:00 pm, and the meeting will be 
from 7:00-9:00 pm.  
 

 Saturday, September 10, 2016:  All-day field trip 
to Ninepipes Reservoir and surrounding area.  
Meet in the northwest corner of the Adams 
Center parking lot at 7:50 am. 

 

 Thursday, September 15th: Submission deadline 
for the October edition of the Birding Observer.  

 

 Saturday, September 17th: Bird walk at Lee 
Metcalf NWR from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field 
trip leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center.  

 

 Saturday, October 1, 2016:  Five-hour field trip to 
the old Smurfit-Stone plant site to look for late 
migrating shorebirds and early winter arrivals.  
Meet in the northwest corner of the Adams 
Center parking lot at 8:20 am or at the 
intersection of Mullan Road and Pulp Mill Road at 
9:00 am. 

 

 Saturday, October 8, 2016:  All-day field trip to 
Rob Domenech's golden eagle banding sites east 
of Lincoln.  RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.  The 
trip will require steep 2-mile hike to reach the 
banding stations.  The trip will be limited to 9 
participants; 6 will go to the Nora Ridge site and 3 
will go to the Roger's Pass site.  Participants will 
meet in the parking area at the intersection of 
Orange St. and I-90 at 6:30 am.  For more 
information and to make a reservation, call Larry 
Weeks at 549-5632 or 540-3064 (cell). 

 

Birds of Ecuador & the Galapagos Islands   
 
 
In February 2015 Gary Swant and his wife traveled to 
Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands. At the chapter’s 
first meeting on Monday, September 12 at 7:30 p.m., 
Gary will share his photos of those special areas and 
birds in room L14 in the Gallagher Business Building on 
the UM campus. He will also describe interesting 
aspects of Ecuador and its unique birding opportunities, 
including birding for the Rufous-bellied Seed-Snipe and 
the Andean Condor at 17,000 feet. 
 
Gary taught biology and field ecology at Powell County 
High School in Deer Lodge for 25 years. While teaching 
he received the Montana Outstanding Biology Teaching 
Award, and in 2016 he received the Citizen Scientist 
Award from Montana Audubon. His business, 
GoBirdMontana, is a bird guide and field research 
company that specializes in Montana avian species. In 
addition, he conducts numerous guided bird trips for 
individuals and groups. 
 

Waved Albatross 
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Peeps From The Board:  
The Importance of Backyard Birding 
By Catherine C. Goodman 
 
You have likely heard of The Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC)—a fun, free event that engages bird watchers of 
all ages. Each participant counts birds to create a real-
time snapshot of bird populations. This Audubon event 
was first started in 1998 and is held once a year.  
 
Even better than a once-a-year count, many of us 
practice backyard birdwatching on a daily basis. One of 
our own members – Sally Hickman (former Stevensville 
teacher/assistant principal/principal and Montana 
artist) has been conducting a backyard bird watch every 
day for over 30 years. Throughout that time, she has 
kept careful notes, taken photos, and then later created 
40 paintings of the various birds sighted. 
 
Although her collection of data is limited to a single 
backyard in the Linda Vista area, it is a very important 
piece of data. She reports on single sightings such as the 
Northern Oriole seen in 1994 and not again until 2016, 
and one visitation each by a yellow-shafted northern 
flicker and a golden crowned kinglet. In 2014, there was 
the never-before-reported in Montana winter sighting 
of a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, verified by several 
members of the FVAS and which made it into e-bird! 
Over time, bird groupings fell into several patterns 
including: 
●  Infrequent visitors 
●  Regular, seasonal visitors 
●  Previously common but no longer seen 
●  New backyard residents 
●  Long-term backyard residents 
 
Using aerial photographs found on file as a matter of 
public record, Sally made comparisons over time 
documenting the geographical changes in her 
neighborhood as more and more homes were built in 
and around the Linda Vista area. Her paintings and a 
well-documented portfolio were on display at the 
Montana Natural History Museum last month (August 
2016). She writes: 
 
I have kept written records of bird sighting in our 
backyard for thirty years. Because we were one of the 
first homes built in this phase of the Linda Vista area, we 
have been able to observe habitat changes occurring as 
new developments filled the hills south of us, and 
adjoining our land. I think the new vegetation planted in 

the abundant landscaping, the loss of 
some open space, and the introduction 
of bird feeders/water features are all 
factors contributing to change. Some 
birds have moved on, but new species 
have become residents seasonal and 
year-round. There is a natural balance.  
 
As an artist, I have enjoyed the 
creation of 40 paintings, depicting 
more than 50 birds. Displayed in their 
evolving categories, these birds are demonstrative of 
the birds adapting to a changing environment. Aerial 
photos from a local photographer and land developer 
Lloyd Twite, the Office of Planning and Grants, County 
Surveyor and the Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation show the area from the 1970s with almost 
no development to the present, which shows our yard 
surrounded by housing, parks, and streets. 
 
The ability of wildlife to adapt to our neighborhoods is 
apparent, as is the shift of populations. The record of 
more than 50 birds offers evidence of: 
●  new birds as residents (e.g., Eurasian collared doves, 
rock doves, downy woodpeckers, crows) 
●  birds whose habitat is open space that have moved 
on as houses were built (Meadowlarks, western and 
mountain bluebirds, nighthawks, Hungarian partridges, 
killdeer) 
●  unusual birds making their appearance 
●  some birds arriving in direct response to human 
activities (e.g. bird feeders, koi ponds, flower gardens, 
ornamental grasses, shrubs and trees, and 
vegetable/flower gardens in new landscape) 
●  birds that have been absent return and investigate 
nest boxes – possibly because planted vegetation 
offered food and substitutes for shrinking range 
 
So, whether you are a backyard birdwatcher, participate 
in the Great Backyard Bird count, or you are a beginning 
birder, keep in mind that all efforts to observe and 
report on sightings, changes in bird habitat and habit, 
and backyard study for decades can make a difference! 
 
Please Note: Anyone who would like more information 
is welcome to contact Sally Hickman directly by phone 
(406-251-3940) or by email: sallymt@bresnan.net. She 
would be delighted to share copies of her compiled lists, 
observations, and portfolio prepared for the display at 
the Natural History Museum. Her bird paintings are also 
available for view and/or for sale. 

mailto:sallymt@bresnan.net


3 

 

 

Newsletter Contributions Welcome 
 
Would you like to contribute to our newsletter? The Five Valleys Audubon Society welcomes you to submit articles, 
announcements and photos for the Birding Observer. Articles can focus on any topic that you think would interest 
Auduboners, such as birds, optics, environmental conservation, local events, nature travel/science, etc. Articles should 
not exceed 650 words.  
 
Please send your submissions to the editor, Beverly, at orthbev@hotmail.com.  

Birds in the Spotlight  
 
Five Valleys Audubon Society Board Member, Gerhard 
Knudsen is a talented bird photographer. I’m pleased to 
share some of his recent works of art.  
  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audubon Adventures 
Connect Children with the Natural World 

 
Audubon Adventures introduces young people, their 
families, and their teachers to the natural world and 
how it functions, in engaging and fun activities. 
 
The seven modules that Audubon Adventures offers are 
both exciting and science-based. Kids, parents, and 
teachers learn to care for the planet by helping birds 
and other wildlife. 
 
The Chapter pays for the modules, we just need a 
volunteer to coordinate asking local educators if they 
want to participate, and if they want the materials in 
electronic or paper form.  No experience necessary and 
no meetings to attend!  If you think you could make 
these simple contacts for us, please let Rose (721-0779) 
or any other Board member know.  Thanks! 
 
To learn more about Audubon Adventures, please visit: 
www.audubon.org/conservation/audubon-adventures  

Sage Thrasher at Brown's Lake 

American Avocet at Freezout Lake 

 

Ferruginous Hawk in Tucson, AZ  
 

mailto:orthbev@hotmail.com
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/audubon-adventures
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Field Trips  
By Larry Weeks 
 
May 21-22, 2016:  Jerry 
Dirnberger, Jean Duncan, 
Paul Hayes, Barbara Ross, 
Rose Leach, Alice Carroll, and 
the author left Missoula at 

7:00 am for a 2-day field trip to Freezout Lake and the 
Rocky Mountain Front.  The weekend weather forecast 
was for unsettled weather and we ran into rain before 
we got to Roger's Pass and it rained until 4:00 pm.  In 
spite of the rain, we managed to get some great birds 
and did considerable birding from the vehicles.  On 
highway 200 near Simms, we spotted a bird on a fence 
post and decided to turn around and investigate.  It 
turned out to be an Upland Sandpiper.  Our first bird 
turned out to be one of the best for the weekend.  We 
also had a Long-billed Curlew at that stop.  Just before 
Fairfield, we had a Swainson's Hawk along highway 89 
which provided an excellent look.  We had a few 
shorebirds at the “neck” and a flock of 18 White-faced 
Ibis at Pond 1.  At the Duffey place, we had Swainson's 
Thrushes and a very wet Ferruginous Hawk.  The road to 
Rattlesnake Butte had a lot of “gumbo” but we 
managed to get a Golden Eagle on a cliff nest.  We then 
returned to Freezout Lake in the late afternoon and the 
weather improved in time to bird the dike where the 
Clark's Grebes nest, and we found a pair.  However, the 
shorebirds in Pond 6 stole the show.  We had American 
Avocets, Black-necked Stilts, Willets, Marbled Godwits, 
Long-billed Dowitchers, Least and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers, Sanderlings, a Black-bellied Plover, Wilson's 
Phalaropes, and Killdeer.  We also had Short-eared Owls 
doing their courtship flights.  Sunday had a few sprinkles 
but the wind was bad and the passerines were 
hunkered down.  We got Bobolinks and both longspurs 
at the beginning of Bellview Road, but then it was tough 
birding until we got to the Deep Canyon Guest Ranch.  
There were several Rufous Hummingbirds coming to 2 
sugar feeders and at least 50 passerines coming to a 
seed feeder that included about 30 Cassin's Finches, a 
few Pine Siskins, a Hairy Woodpecker, and a Mountain 
Chickadee.  The guest ranch also had a Red-naped 
Sapsucker cavity and a Yellow-rumped Warbler.  Further 
up the canyon, we had a pair of American Dippers with 
a nest under a bridge.  The last bird of the trip was a 
Red-necked Grebe at the Eureka Reservoir.  We ended 
up with 104 species for the trip. 
 

June 25, 2016:  The June field trip was to the Bandy 
Ranch which is located adjacent to Upsata Lake.  The 
Ranch is owned by the UM and MSU.  The birding starts 
along Cottonwood Creek as soon as you leave highway 
200.  The first birds encountered were a pair of Sandhill 
Cranes.  The first attempt to call in a Northern 
Waterthrush was unsuccessful but one responded on a 
second attempt a little further up the creek.  It flew in 
and proceeded to hop along the edge of the vegetation 
in plain sight at a distance of about 20 feet.  Super look.  
While we were standing around, a flock of 8 Long-billed 
Curlews flew by and then 2 Peregrine Falcons flew by 
together.  As we continued up Woodworth Road 
towards the Ranch, we had both bluebirds, Vesper 
Sparrows and Lazuli buntings.  A stop at the big field 
opposite the Ranch produced 20 Sandhill Cranes and a 
Calliope Hummingbird.  There were 2 Common Loons 
on Upsata Lake and a very cooperative Wilson's Snipe.  
A walk around a cattail marsh was very entertaining.  
Both Virginia Rail and Sora responded verbally to their 
call.  The Virginia Rail would show itself briefly but never 
came completely out of the cattails.  Common 
Yellowthroat, MacGillivray's, Yellow, and Yellow-
rumped Warblers were all present.  We found a Vesper 
Sparrow's nest with 3 or 4 young birds.  There was also 
a herd of about 40 elk which included about 10 calves 
and 2 bulls.  After lunch, we hiked into the Bandy 
Reservoir.  Waterfowl on the reservoir included 
Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Ring-necked Ducks, 
Common Loon, and Red-necked Grebes.  Raptors 
included an immature Bald Eagle that attempted to 
catch a Ring-necked Duck, Red-tailed Hawk and Osprey.  
Other birds included Townsend's Warbler, American 
Redstart, Vaux's Swift, and Turkey Vulture.  There were 
20 people on the trip and we had 72 species, many of 
them thanks to Alex Hughes. 
 

 

Sandhill Cranes 



5 

 

July 7-9, 2016:  Fifteen people gathered at the Chewing 
Black Bone Campground on July 7th for the annual 4-
day field trip to Glacier Park.  We camped at Chewing 
Black Bone because all of the sites at the St. Mary 
Campground had been reserved by mid-April.  We 
enjoyed a dinner of chicken fajitas supplied by Andrea 
Stierle and supplemented with a salad, dessert and 
drink.  After dinner, we birded around the campground 
which is located on Lower St. Mary Lake.  There were 
Common Loons, Western Grebes, a Common 
Goldeneye, a family of Hooded Mergansers, and three 
immature Bald Eagles.  The aspen groves contained 
Veerys, Red-naped Sapsuckers, Tree Swallows, Yellow 
Warblers, and Cedar Waxwings.  The following morning, 
there were three White Pelicans on the lake.  The group 
drove to Many Glacier on Friday morning and hiked into 
Grinnell Lake under cloudy skies and light showers.  The 
first bird was a Fox Sparrow singing from the top of a 
willow.  Then 3 gray jays.  When we got to the area 
between Swiftcurrent Lake and Lake Josephine, we 
found several Boreal Chickadees.  As we progressed 
along Lake Josephine, we had Rufous Hummingbirds, 
MacGillivray's Warblers and Lazuli Buntings.  Then a full-
curl big horn sheep appeared in the trail and proceeded 
to walk down the trail while we stepped aside.  
Everyone was amazed that we were so close to a trophy 
animal.  The upper end of Lake Josephine was very birdy 
as usual; Fox and Song Sparrows, Common 
Yellowthroats, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Yellow Warblers, 
etc.  On the trail from Lake Josephine to Grinnell Lake, 
we encountered a second group of Boreal Chickadees, 
Tennessee Warblers, Varied Thrushes, and Pacific 
Wrens.  After lunch at the lake, we drove out of Many 
Glacier, and most of the group got to see a large grizzly 
bear foraging near the road.  We camped the second 
night at St Mary campground and had a spaghetti 
dinner with all the fixings.  After dinner, Andrea & Don 
hiked the trail to St. Mary Falls and found an active 
Black-backed Woodpecker cavity and a black bear.  The 
rest of the people either stayed in camp or birded the 
walkway from the campground to the visitor's center.  
On Saturday, we hiked a 2.5 mile loop on the Red Eagle 
Lake trail.  Nothing really spectacular but we did see 
Northern 3-toed Woodpeckers, a Clay-colored Sparrow 
and Mountain Bluebirds.  After lunch, 10 of us hiked 
about 2 miles up the trail to Otokomi Lake, which starts 
at the Rising Sun Campground.  The only excitement on 
this trail was a warning about a black bear at the 
beginning of the hike and meeting a hiker who had a 
close encounter with a grizzly.  On the drive to the west 
side, we looked for a Black Swift at Haystack Creek 

without success.  We then encountered heavy rain. 
When we arrived at the Fish Creek campground, we had 
to erect some tarps so we could have dinner.  The 
forecast was for heavy rain the next morning and most 
of the people returned to Missoula that evening. Judy & 
Bob Bungarz stayed in their camper and Alexis Volkerts 
and husband Russell Fletcher stayed in their 5th 
wheeler.  I wished we had stayed the night because the 
rain didn't arrive until Sunday afternoon.  We ended up 
with 78 species for the three days. 
 

Eight Great Fall Birding Trails 
Audubon Magazine, September-October 2013 
 
Autumn migration season is here. 
Grab your favorite field guide and hit 
the road to see one of the greatest 
wildlife spectacles on earth.  
 
1. Great Washington State Birding 

Trail - The trail is divided into 
seven distinct loops, each focusing on a different 
ecological region, including mountains, grassland, 
desert, forest and coast. 

2. California Redwoods Birding Trail – Located in the 
northwest corner of California, this trail is a place 
where ancient redwoods thrive, rivers run free, wild 
salmon still spawn, and rare bird, plant, and fish 
species abound. 

3. Great Salt Lake Birding Trails - These trails feature 
49 destinations. The birding is especially good in the 
fall, when staggering numbers of birds use this area 
as a migratory stopover. 

4. Southwest New Mexico Birding Trail - The trail 
hosts more than 40 of the best birding sites in the 
state, from quiet desert canyons to mountain 
forests and along the Rio Grande. 

5. Great Wisconsin Birding & Nature Trail - Divided 
into five ecological regions, the trail spotlights 368 
sites, including many Important Bird Areas. 

6. America’s Wetland Birding Trail (Louisiana) - 
Stunning natural habitats set the stage for 115 
birding sites strung together in 12 distinct loops. 

7. Georgia’s Colonial Coast Birding Trail – This trail 
along the Georgia coast, contains 18 sites, most of 
which are designated Important Bird Areas. 

8. New Jersey Birding & Wildlife Trails - These trails 
cover four distinct regions: Skylands Trails in the 
northwest, the Meadowlands Trails in the 
northeast, the Pine Barrens Trails in the southwest, 
and the Delaware Bayshore Trails to the southeast.  

http://www.audubon.org/magazine/september-october-2013/8-great-fall-birding-trails
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Local Talent Recognized at Annual Banquet 
 
Larry Weeks 
 
Longtime Chapter 
member Larry Weeks was 
recognized as 
Environmental Educator 
of the Year, for his 
outstanding commitment 
as our Community 
Naturalist for the past 13 
years.  Larry is a retired 
pulp and paper technology 
engineer, who worked at 
the Smurfit-Stone Mill in 
Missoula. 
 
 Larry has conducted over 460 education programs 

for schools and other community groups, reaching 
over 7,000 children and 3,000 adults. 

 Larry’s programs cover everything from basic bird 
identification to ecology. His fire ecology workshop 
at St. Joseph School includes three classroom 
sessions and a field trip to a nearby forested burn. 

 Larry has also organized numerous beginning and 
advanced birding workshops, which are open to the 
public. The workshops combine classroom talks 
with field trips to give participants a chance to hone 
their birding skills. 

 
We are lucky to have such a dedicated and energetic 
educator in our midst.  
 
Bev Orth Geoghegan 
 
The Lifetime Achievement 
Award honors a long-time, 
dedicated chapter 
volunteer—our newsletter 
editor Bev Orth Geoghegan. 
 
Bev’s involvement with 
Audubon started when she 
was hired by the National 
Audubon Society in their 
Missoula office. Although at 
the time birding was new to 
her, she quickly became interested in ‘all things birds’. 
In 2001 Bev became the newsletter editor for Five 
Valleys Audubon. Volunteer newsletter editors are not 

often recognized—or appreciated. But producing 10 
newsletters per year, for 15 years, vacations or not, 
regular job notwithstanding, and family obligations 
juggled, means a lot of work: each newsletter requires 
10-12 hours of work, meaning Bev has volunteered for 
the chapter a minimum 100 to 120 hours per year or 
1,500 to 1,800 hours since she started. 
 
In addition, there’s an interesting twist to Bev’s 
commitment. A few years ago she moved to New York 
City—yet, she continues to get out the chapter’s 
monthly newsletter! Five Valleys Chapter and Montana 
Audubon are both pleased to recognize Bev’s long-term 
dedication and commitment as an outstanding 
volunteer. 
 
Trio: Jeff Marks, 
Dan Casey, & Paul 
Hendricks 
 
The Chapter and 
Montana Audubon 
were also proud to 
recognize the co-
authors of the 
newly released 
reference book, Birds of Montana, with a 2016 
Outstanding Achievement Award to Jeff Marks, Dan 
Casey, and Paul Hendricks. The Authors: 
 
 Completed a badly needed reference book for the 

state of Montana that summarizes information on 
the status, distribution, biology, conservation, and 
historical aspects of Montana bird species. 

 Devoted an incredible amount of time, energy, and 
elbow grease to see this book through to 
completion—including researching, writing, 
revising, fundraising, and seeing the book through 
to publication. 

 Provided the state with a resource that documents 
population trends through time, rare birds and their 
needs, declining habitats, and the outlook for 
common birds. 

 Produced a book that will surely inspire further 
conservation actions for rare and important 
habitats, as well as species throughout the state. 

 
We are grateful to this trio for their hard-work and 
dedication to develop this “must-have” reference “for 
anyone who cares about the birdlife of Montana” 
(Quote from Buteo Books website).  
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Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 
participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:        
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
 
   ___ $15 for a 1-year, Chapter-only membership 
 
   __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      
   included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 
and mail to:  Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

Join National Audubon Society 
& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 
and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 
Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:         
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
  

__  $20 for a 1-year membership  
Chapter Code: N53  

 
Please make check payable to National Audubon Society  
and mail to:    Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

 

Go Green and Save! 
 

Do you want to help Five Valleys Audubon Society save money, paper and volunteer time? Please consider reading 
your Birding Observer online. Your online copy will contain content in color, and you will receive your newsletter 
much earlier than the mailed hard copy!  If you wish to receive your Birding Observer via email, just send us a 
request with your name to Vick Applegate at k7vk@arrl.net. You can also find your current newsletter on the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society website at www.fvaudubon.org. Thanks! 

 

Welcome New Members 
 
Donald Berg Denise Campbell Virginia Carroll 

Dan Cottrell Nina Cummer Karin Dague 

Christy Deskins Paul Dietrich Amy Dockrey  

Clara Erickson Steve & Cameo Flood Helen Gordon  

Dennis Heinemann Ms. Ronda Howlett Ellin Iffe 

Jodi Kulina Joyce Lewis Caroline Pickolick 

Christina A Ragsdale Emily Scherrer Rocky Sehnert 

Karen Smith Mr. & Mrs. Mike Sousa Cinda Sweeney 

Aaron Teasdale Ronald G Weaver 

 

mailto:k7vk@arrl.net
http://www.fvaudubon.org/
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President Rose Leach 721-0779 rleach-2@bresnan.net   
Vice President Thomas Kallmeyer                         thomaskallmeyer@yahoo.com   
Secretary Andrea Stierle 782-6419 andrea.stierle@mso.umt.edu    
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2015-2018 Paul Loehnen 721-7517  ploehnen@gmail.com 
2015-2018 Catherine Goodman 549-5404        catherine.goodman08@gmail.com  
2014-2017 Carolyn Goren  544-1060 carolyngoren@gmail.com     
2014-2017 Gerhard Knudsen       
2014-2017 Scott Hampton 417-343-3499 wscotthampton@gmail.com   
2013-2016 Ed Monnig 549-0580 emonnig01@gmail.com   
COMMITTEES: 
Member Records Vick Applegate 549-0027 k7vk@arrl.net  
Membership Promotion Jerry Dirnberger 360-5133 dirnberger@aol.com  
Program Susie Wall  274-0548 susiewall2@gmail.com  
Habitat Protection Jim Brown 549-8052 brownjs2@bresnan.net  
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Publicity Poody McLaughlin 543-4860 pmcregan@bresnan.net  
Education Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com  
PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel 273-6880 biograf@earthlink.net    
University Liaison Chad Bishop 243-4374  
Newsletter Editor Bev Orth Geoghegan  406-750-0149 orthbev@hotmail.com  
Newsletter Circulation Hedwig Vogel-Wright  549-7251 
Web Site Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com   
Archivist Shirley Holden   
Audubon Adventures Barbara Ross 552-0500 bjmross@gmail.com   
Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com  
Past President Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com   
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PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 

(406) 443-3949 
www.mtaudubon.org 

 
Steve Hoffman, Executive Director 
shoffman@mtaudubon.org      
  
Janet Ellis, Senior Director of Policy     
jellis@mtaudubon.org     
   
Norane Freistadt, Director of Operations 
norane@mtaudubon.org           
   
David Cronenwett, Development Specialist 
david@mtaudubon.org  
 
Sara Lipscomb, Office Manager 
mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org  
 
Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist 
cerickson@mtaudubon.org  
 
Marco Restani, Director of Bird Conservation 
restani@mtaudubon.org 
 
Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Trinity Pierce, Land Stewardship Coordinator 
restoration@mtaudubon.org  
 
Jonathan Lutz, Director, MT Audubon Center 
jlutz@mtaudubon.org  
 
Fred Weisbecker, Board President  
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