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Calendar 
 
 
*  June 6-8, 2008: The Montana Birding Festival is 
in Billings. See www.mtaudubon.org for details.  
*  June 9-10, 2008:  Multi-day field trip to the Pryor 
Mountains.  See May newsletter or call Larry Weeks 
for details. 
*  Saturday, June 14, 2008:  All-day field trip to Lolo 
Pass.  Meet in the ROSAUER’S parking lot at 8:00 
AM. 
*  June 21-22, 2008:  Multi-day field trip to Freezout 
Lake.  See May newsletter or call Paul Loehnen for 
details. 
*  Saturday, June 28, 2008:  Half-day field trip to 
Moose Can Gully.  This will be the public’s 
opportunity to visit the Line property which was 
recently made a conservation easement.  Meet at 
the end of Whitaker Drive above Mansion Heights at 
8:00 AM 
*  July 10-13, 2008:  Multi-day field trip to Glacier 
Park.  See May newsletter or call Larry Weeks for 
details. 
*  Friday, August 15, 2008: The deadline for 
submissions to the Sept. edition of Birding Observer. 
*  Saturday, Aug. 16, 2008:  Half-day field trip to 
Smurfit-Stone to look for returning shorebirds.  
Meet in the middle of the UM field house parking lot 
at 8:00 AM or at the pulp mill at 8:30 AM. 
*  Tuesday, September 2nd, 2008: Bill Ballard will 
host the September Board Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Naturalist Activities    
by Larry Weeks 
 
 
The Intermediate Birders Workshop was held in 
April with 20 people in attendance.  This included 3 
classroom sessions and 2 field trips to Smurfit-
Stone.  The classroom sessions included waterfowl, 
woodpeckers, raptors, warblers, shorebirds, 
sparrows, and birding by ear.  Both field trips had 
over 50 species each and the noteworthy birds 
included peregrine falcon, marbled godwit, black-
necked stilt, and willet.  I wish to thank John 
Bremer for signup, Jim Brown, Jim Sparks, Steve 
Hoffman, and Dick Hutto for classroom 
presentations, and Terry Toppins and Paul Loehnen 
for assistance on the first field trip. 
 
I did a fire ecology unit for 36 third graders at St. 
Joseph.  This included 3 classroom sessions and a 
field trip to the Black Cat fire.  I wish to thank Jim 
Brown and Virginia Vincent for assistance on the 
field trip. 
 
I did 6 classroom presentations with 34 bird skins to 
the elementary classes at Philipsburg as part of their 
Earth Day activities. 
 
Rocky Healey and I lead a field trip to Smurfit-Stone 
for Charley Simpson’s Alternative High School Class 
at Willard in which we planted 45 cottonwood 
shrubs and did some bird watching. 
 
Other activities included a classroom presentation 
on birds to the 3rd grade classes at St. Joseph and a 
subsequent birding field trip to Smurfit-Stone, a 
presentation on bird skins to the preschoolers at the 
University Congressional Church, and a presentation 
on bird slides, skins and songs to the adults at 
Grizzly Peak.  I wish to thank Judy Bungarz, Rocky 
Healey and Virginia Vincent for assistance on the St. 
Joseph field trip. 
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Peeps From The Prez    by Paul Loehnen 
 
 
My wife and I recently returned from a birding trip 
to the Big Bend National Park in Southwestern 
Texas. We had a wonderful time. Thus, I wanted to 
share my impressions and encourage you to visit 
this remote, gorgeous national park. 
 
Big Bend National Park is a relatively new park, 
having been established by a Congressional Act and 
signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1944. It 
was designated an International Biosphere Reserve 
in 1976. 
 
It is situated on the Mexican border, along the Rio 
Grande River, a boundary that extends for more 
than 1,000 miles. The park runs along 250 miles of 
that border and covers over 801,000 acres. The 
name Big Bend refers to the great U-turn the Rio 
Grande in which the park is situated. It is a place 
that merges natural environments from deserts to 
mountains. It has national significance as the 
largest protected area of the Chihuahuan Desert in 
the USA. There are marked contrasts from high 
temperatures in the arid desert at an elevation of 
approximately 1800 feet, to cool temperatures, 
occasionally even sub freezing in the Chisos 
Mountains at an elevation of 7,800 feet. 
 
Its native people said that after making the Earth, 
the Great Spirit simply dumped all the leftover rocks 
on the Big Bend. There are remarkable geological 
formations of striking beauty. There are a number 
of oases of greenery with trees and green foliage 
with are magnets to some wonderful birds. These 
are all as a result of prior ranches with wind mills 
and thus surface water. The Park has decided to 
allow these areas to revert to their original state. 
The deer population has declined to about 10% of 
its prior level as one of the consequences of this 
decision. 
 
The low areas along the Rio Grande periodically 
flood with resulting lush vegetation, which as one 
would expect, is a major bird magnet. We had fun 
birding and having picnics at some of these 
campgrounds. 
 
We stayed at the Chisos Mountains Lodge in the 
basin, a bowl shaped valley in the very center of the 
Chisos Mountains at about 5,400 feet elevation. The  

 
 
 
beauty of the surrounding peaks and the relatively 
cooler, highland climate make this area a favorite 
for both birds and people in the summer. There is 
also a fairly large campground near the lodge with 
access to a store and a good restaurant. 
 
The best birding is along the trails that emanate 
from the Basin trailhead. On our first morning we 
found a beautiful Blue-throated Hummingbird 
feeding on a flowering bush right outside our motel 
door….a lifer for us. The birding highlight for me 
was our hunt for the Colima warbler. This bird’s 
entire range in the USA is in the Chisos Mountains in 
pine-oak woods between 6,000 and 8,000 ft. We 
started soon after daylight on good trails and hiked 
for four to five hours. Mexican jays boldly begged 
for handouts. We saw a beautiful pair of Painted 
Redstarts, a Wilson’s warbler, many Hermit thrushes 
and Yellow-rumped warblers. Eventually at about 
7,500 ft. we were rewarded with our target bird, the 
Colima Warbler. With a wonderful feeling of 
accomplishment we started down the mountain, the 
vigorous effort being well worth it. 
 
We saw over 100 species of birds. Our lifers were 
the Colima Warbler, Golden-fronted Woodpecker, 
Couch’s kingbird, Blue-throated Hummingbird and 
the Black-crested Titmouse. All in all we had a 
wonderful adventure. 
 
 
 

Thanks Larry! For a well organized  
FVAS cleanup of I-90 on May 17th.   

Photo: Larry and his crew 
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This is the last newsletter for the 2007-2008 
season. The next edition of the Birding Observer 

will be out in September. The deadline for 
submissions is Friday, August 15th. Please submit 

articles to the editor, Beverly Geoghegan via 
email to orthbev@hotmail.com. 

Field Trip   
by Larry Weeks 
 
 
Saturday, April 19, 2008:  The field trip to the Lee 
Metcalf NWR was held with the threat of an 
approaching storm.  However, the rain and snow 
held off until we returned to Missoula.  The tour 
group of 22 people gathered at the visitor’s center 
where volunteers had coffee and donuts waiting.  
My hat is off to these volunteers who open the 
facility to provide access to clean restrooms.  The 
morning portion of the field trip included a hike 
along the Denali trail.  The first pond directly west 
of the visitor’s center had a great diversity of birds 
which included the first blue-winged teal of the 
year, a greater scaup, black-necked stilts, and a 
flock of white geese that included both snow and 
Ross’.  A large group of tree swallows were perched 
in a dead snag that included one cliff and one bank 
swallow.  The great blue heron rockery was very 
active, the osprey and northern harriers were 
cruising by, and sandhill cranes could be heard in 
the distance.  As we progressed along the trail, we 
encountered a vocal marsh wren that was busy 
gathering cattail leaves for a nest, hooded 
mergansers, 2 tundra swans, 3 ruddy ducks, and 
located 3 sandhill cranes on a refuge road before 
they flew north.  At the end of the trail, we had a 
long-billed curlew fly by and briefly saw a prairie 
falcon sitting on a telephone pole.  On the return 
hike, we found a white-crowned sparrow in the trail.  
After eating lunch at the visitor’s center, we drove 
to the parking lot on the south end and hiked 2 
different trails to the Bitterroot River.  On the trail to 
the picnic shelter, we located a great horned owl, a 
wild turkey and several wood ducks.  On the other 
trail, other than an American kestrel, we found all of 
our birds in one clump of 3 cottonwood trees; a 
yellow-rumped warbler, a white-breasted nuthatch, 
a black-capped chickadee, a downy woodpecker, 
and a brown creeper.  We had a total of 59 species 
for the trip. 
 
Sunday, May 11, 2008:  The Mother’s Day field trip 
to Smurfit-Stone turned out to be a very interesting 
and fun day.  For the 2nd time, I split up the 
participants into 2 groups, and Terry Toppins led 
one group and I led the other.  We had just 
separated when Terry radioed that they were 
looking at a group of shorebirds which included 
American avocets, Wilson’s phalaropes and one  

 
 
 
 
long-billed dowitcher.  After looking at the small 
group of shorebirds, my group went south and 
stopped near the bald eagle’s nest to look at some 
western bluebirds and American goldfinches.  We 
also found Lewis’ woodpeckers and 2 eaglets in the 
nest.  After looking at the cliffs across the river for 
the peregrine falcon with no success, we hiked 
through the protected habitat on the South end of 
the property.  The slough contained hooded 
mergansers, wood ducks and 2 tundra swans.  The 
brushy habitat produced an orange-crowned 
warbler that was very accommodating, a hard-to-
locate yellow warbler and a dusky flycatcher which 
created considerable discussion as flycatchers tend 
to do.  Wayne Tree’s input was very valuable in 
identifying the flycatcher.  On the return trip to the 
mill, we were able to locate the peregrine falcon 
roosting near the cliffs.  After a potty break, we 
birded the northern section of the property and 
located a large group of gulls on an island in pond 
13.  Our focus was on the gulls, but fortunately, 
Julie Lloyd-Wright, a birder from Vermont, noticed a 
bird in the opposite direction that she thought was a 
long-billed curlew.  It turned out that it was a 
whimbrel which is a very unusual bird for western 
Montana.  I immediately radioed Terry and he had 
his group there in less than 5 minutes.  That’s when 
I learned that Terry had spent a considerable 
amount of time studying the flock of gulls.  That 
flock contained California, ring-billed, Bonaparte’s, 
and Franklin gulls, plus one black tern.  After 
leaving the gulls, we found a flock of long-billed 
dowitchers that numbered about 50 birds.  Other 
shorebirds included black-necked stilts, lesser 
yellowlegs, Baird’s, least and spotted sandpipers, 
and one red-necked phalarope that was feeding 
with a group of Wilson’s phalaropes.  Counting the 
birds seen by both groups, we had 87 species for 
the day.  Twenty-three people were on the field 
trip. 
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Do you read the Five Valleys Audubon 
Society newsletter, Birding Observer, online? 
 
Would you like to reduce paper and save 
mailing costs by reading it online at the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society website?  
 
http://www.fvamissoula.org/newsletter.htm 
 
If so, let us know. Send Vick an email at 
k7vk@arrl.net. We will avoid sending you a 
print copy and alert you every month when 
each new newsletter becomes available on 
the web site.  

 
 
Wanted: Newsletter Contributors 
 
 
 

The Five Valleys Audubon 
Society welcomes 
newsletter articles from 
everyone. Don’t be shy.  If 
you have an interesting 
story to tell, unusual bird 
facts, an announcement of 
Audubon concern, bird 
feeding or gardening tips, 
or anything else of interest 
to Auduboners – please 
submit it to the Birding 
Observer.  

 
Newsletter submissions are preferably no longer 
than two-thirds of a page. You may send a larger 
article, but please contact the editor first. We use 
the font, Tahoma, size 11. Our margins are a half 
inch on all sides. We can also accept photographs; 
however, they must be sent electronically.  
 
I prefer that newsletter submissions be sent to me 
via email at orthbev@hotmail.com. However, if you 
prefer to mail them in paper form, you can send 
them to 3130 Corlear Avenue, Bronx, NY  10463.  
And of course, please email the editor with any 
questions you may have. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
 

Browns Lake Field Trip   
by Jim Brown  
  
 
 
We left Missoula wondering what to expect because 
we went a week earlier than usual, in a year when 
winter lingered. We got good vibes at Clearwater 
Junction when Terry Toppins found a Spotted 
Towhee, a first for the spring Browns Lake trip. At 
our first stop out of Ovando we had spectacular 
views of about 40 Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, 
mostly Greaters. An American Pipit, Boneparte’s Gull 
and a good number of ducks were also present. A 
young gal riding by us on a horse was intrigued by 
this group of crazy people standing around in the 
cold looking at a pond. But after showing her some 
scope views of ducks, she became excited too. 
Next, we traveled to a small aspen stand where 
Rose Leach coaxed out with her iPod a beautiful 
pair of Williamson’s Sapsuckers. Onward to Browns 
Lake where we found it about 80% ice covered. 
This concentrated birds for fun, interesting views 
including a flock of about 60 Avocets mixed with 11 
Marbled Godwits sitting on the ice. Other notable 
sightings were a flock of 200 Snow Geese and a few 
Ross’s Geese, close views of 20 or so Horned 
Grebes, a Common Loon working along the edge of 
the ice, and a mixture of ducks, grebes and of 
course American Coots. South of Browns Lake we 
viewed many duck species, Golden Eagle, Coopers 
Hawk, Marsh Wren and a pair of Long-billed Curlews 
that flew into a field next to us. The grand finale at 
our last stop was a flyby of a Sandhill Crane, which 
led some of our birding party to believe it was a 
“trained crane.” In all we tallied 74 species including 
18 duck and 9 raptor species. 
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  "When folks are motivated to action, when they 
  act with insight, soul and fire, they can rekindle 
  the weary spirit of a slumbering nation. It's time      
  somebody woke us up."  
  ~  Wynton Marsalis 

Spring Birding in the Everglades   
By Beverly Orth Geoghegan 
 
 
 

On May 8th and 
9th, I visited the 

Everglades 
National Park with 
my brother, John. 
It was our first 
time visiting the 
park, so we chose 
to enter through 
the main entrance 

and explore the more popular, tourist-friendly trails. 
We hiked the park between the hours of 10am and 
5pm. While this is the hottest time of day, and not 
the best birding hours, we heeded the warnings 
about mosquitoes. The buggiest hours, as you can 
imagine, are in early morning and early evening. We 
found that many of the trails are family-friendly and 
handicapped accessible. Most of them are under a 
half mile round-trip and are on boardwalks, which 
allow you to walk over the wetlands.  
 
One trail we explored was the Anhinga Trail at 
Royal Palm. We found the parking lot to be a 
hangout for dozens of black vultures. For those 
visitors that chose to park their cars in the shade, 
probably came back to find little foot prints all over 
the car and chewed up antennas. The Anhinga Trail 
sadly didn't afford us any Anhinga sightings. But 
there was lots of other fun wildlife to observe. 
Alligators were everywhere on this trail, mostly 
lounging, but we saw some on the move. We didn't 
count them, but I'd guess we saw at least 20. The 
boardwalk allows you to observe them up-close, 
while providing a safe distance. Birding highlights 
from this trail included a Boat-tailed Grackle, a 
Purple Gallinule, three Common Moorhens, watching 
an Osprey catch a fish, and watching a Great Blue 
Heron catch and then eat an Oscar fish.  
 
The next two trails we hiked did not provide good 
birding opportunities; they were the Pinelands and 
Mahogany Hammock.  Pinelands seemed almost 
barren of birds. We heard a few faint calls that we 
didn't recognize. We may have tried to identify them 
had we not been followed by a horsefly that  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
harassed us on the entire hike. Mahogany Hammock 
was an extremely beautiful trail through dense 
vegetation of gumbo-limbo and mahogany trees, 
which got us out of the direct sunlight for a little 
while. However, perhaps being in the middle of the 
day, we didn't see much. We did hear Pig Frogs and 
a Roseate Spoonbill. And I got an amazing photo of 
a giant orange insect called an Eastern Lubber 
Grasshopper that was at least two inches long.  
  
The Flamingo visitor center, located at the southern 
most part of the park, on the shore of the Florida 
Bay, was totally devoid of tourists. We took the 
opportunity to strip down to our swimsuits and 
swim in the bay for awhile. The water was as warm 
as a bath tub, and the sand was so silky, we almost 
slipped a few times while wading in. While there, 
we observed many Laughing Gulls, Wilson's Snipes 
and Sandpipers. 
  
Also, while driving through the park, we passed 
several ponds, two of which provided great birding. 
At the Mauratis Pond we observed a Swallow-tailed 
Kite. It was the stop at the Mrazek Pond that proved 
to be the birding highlight of the trip. It provided 
the most spectacular sightings and the most 
number of species. 
We saw 2 Roseate 
Spoonbills, 6 Black-
necked Stilts, 2 
Anhingas, 1 Tri-
colored Heron, 1 
Black-crowned Night 
Heron, 8 Black-bellied 
Plovers, 10 adult 
White Ibis, and 2 
juvenile White Ibis.  
A great trip overall! I recommend the Everglades! 
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Humming-Bird 
By D.H. Lawrence 
 
 
I can imagine, in some otherworld 
Primeval-dumb, far back 
In that most awful stillness, that only gasped and 
hummed, 
Humming-birds raced down the avenues. 
 
Before anything had a soul,  
While life was a heave of Matter, half inanimate,  
This little bit chipped off in brilliance  
And went whizzing through the slow, vast, succulent 
stems. 
 
I believe there were no flowers, then,  
In the world where the humming-bird flashed ahead of 
creation. I believe he pierced the slow vegetable veins 
with his long beak. 
 
Probably he was big as mosses, and little lizards, they 
say were once big.  
Probably he was a jabbing, terrifying monster.  
We look at him through the wrong end of the long 
telescope of Time, Luckily for us. 
 
 
Rooks team up to solve problems  
By Rebecca Morelle, Science reporter, BBC News 
 

An experiment 
revealed that 
rooks would 
team up so they 
could reach a 
tray of food that 
was inaccessible 
to lone birds. 
The researchers 
from the 

University of Cambridge were surprised to find that 
the birds performed as well as chimpanzees at the 
test. The research is published in the journal 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B.  

The researchers presented pairs of captive birds 
with a tray topped with tasty morsels of egg yolk 
and mealworm - however, it was placed just out of 
reach, outside of the birds' cage. A single piece of 
string was threaded through two hooks on the tray, 
with each end left dangling 60cm (24in) apart, just 
inside the rooks' enclosure.  

Psychologist Amanda Seed, the lead author of the 
paper, who is now based at the Max Planck Institute 
for Evolutionary Anthropology in Germany, said: "If 
just one bird pulled on one end of the string, it 
would slip out from the loops. The question was 
would they work out, without any training, that they 
needed one bird to pull on one end of the string and 
another to pull on the other, simultaneously, to get 
to the food?"  

The team, including Nicola Clayton and Nathan 
Emery, discovered that the eight pairs were happy 
to cooperate, with some pairs solving the task 
straight away, others taking a day or two to work 
out that team-work was the key to getting their 
nibbles. Dr Seed told the BBC News website: "They 
performed remarkably well - as well as chimps when 
they were presented with the same test."  

The team then gave the rooks another trial. This 
time a single rook was presented with the same 
tray-string set-up, while its pair waited in a 
neighboring cage linked by a one-way flap. The idea 
was to see whether the rook would wait for the 
other rook to enter the enclosure so they could once 
again work together to reach the food. Dr Seed 
said: "We found the birds just didn't wait."  

The researchers believe that while rooks had the 
ability to cooperate, they may have failed to 
understand the importance and value of the act. Dr 
Seed said: "The results suggest the rooks weren't 
using information about the efficacy of the partner: 
the need for the partner to solve that task."  

However, chimps, when presented with the same 
scenario were happy to wait and team-up. Dr Seed 
explained: "In terms of the cognitive mechanisms 
underpinning co-operation, there may be a 
difference between rooks and chimps. This could be 
because social groups of rooks and chimpanzees are 
structured differently. Chimpanzee society is a 
dynamic mix of cooperative and competitive 
relationships, whilst rook groups seem to be more 
stable."  

Rooks ( Corvus frugilegus ) are members of the 
crow family. They live in colonies and form 
monogamous relationships for life. The researchers 
are now keen to find out if other species of birds 
perform his kind of co-operative behavior.
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Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding 
Observer and may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues remain entirely 
with the Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
Email (optional): ______________________ 
 
     
    [ ] $15 is enclosed for Chapter membership 
 
    [ ] An additional sum of _____________ is  
           also included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon 
Society, PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT  59807. 

 
Join The National Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National 
Audubon Society and my local Chapter. I will receive 
the Audubon magazine and the Birding Observer, as 
well as participate in all local Chapter activities. I 
understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
 
 
 [ ] $20 for an individual or family 
 
 [ ] $15 for students and seniors 
 
 
Please make the check payable to National Audubon 
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society, 
Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 
80323-1003.  N53 7XCH 

Important Note To Our Valued Members:  
Please note the expiration date of your membership on the address label of this newsletter. We wouldn’t 
want your membership to expire. We would miss you! A renewal form is on the last page of every 
newsletter for your convenience. Please renew your membership so that you don’t miss any newsletters 
or any of the upcoming events of the Five Valleys Audubon Society.  

 Welcome New Members 

 
Rose Marie Bradshaw Alice Carroll  Kathleen Etherington 
Kay Johnston  Sydney Lopp  Mavis McKelvey  
Roberta J. Rasmussen Meredith Webster Eleanor Weidman  
 
 
Thanks to Our Returning Members 
 
Mary L Barnett  Barbara Bartmess Linda Briggeman  John Caratti 
James W. Cohenour  Nancy L. Crosby  Judith L. Derrick Gail A. Engler 
Robert C. Johnson  Doug & Cheryl Kikkert Judith & Byron Olson Barbara Ross 
Jim Sparks  Norman Taylor Vickie Voss George Wilkes 
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