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Peeps from the Prez  by Paul Loehnen 
 
 
Last Christmas Bird Count while trudging through 
the snow we saw a tightly knit flock of Waxwings 
doing aerial maneuvers and soon thereafter we 
saw a Merlin on the scene. That got me thinking 
again about the marvel of this phenomenon: how 
do hundreds of birds, flying in tight groups, turn on 
a dime without collision?   A recent article in 
Audubon Magazine by Peter Friederici begins to 
address this and the following are some of the 
points that he makes. 
 
Many birds flock but only a relatively few fly in tight 
knit formations. Pelicans, Geese and other 
waterfowl fly in “fighter plane” V formations. This is 
thought to increase efficiency and be more 
aerodynamic. This is relatively easy to understand 
and although beautiful, not scientifically puzzling. 
The most impressive flockers are those that fly at 
high speeds, up to 40 mph, in irregular shapes, and 
with what appears to be unpredictable but precisely 
orchestrated movements. This is the phenomenon 
which has puzzled scientists and has still not been 
entirely explained. 
 
The reason for this flocking behavior is not difficult 
to understand. More eyes and ears mean increased 
opportunities to find food and improved chances of 
detecting a predator in time. This is especially 
relevant when a raptor attacks. Numerous studies 
have shown that when an individual stay in the 
group they are less vulnerable than when they 
stray off by themselves. Lion, wolves and most 
mammalian predators concentrate on trying to 
separate one of the herd who is then targeted. This 
also applies to birds. 
 
Some break through studies came from studying 
schools of fish that can be contained in tanks and 
photographed from above. Fish can successfully 
avoid predators as a whole if each fish simply 
coordinates its movements with those of its 
neighbors. Even if only a handful of individuals 
know where a predator is coming from, they can 
guide a huge school by initiating a turn that their 
neighbors emulate. Unlike flocks of geese, who 
have a clear leader, these clusters are democratic 
and any member can initiate a turn and the others 
will follow. 
 

 
 
 
Using multiple high 
speed cameras and 
sophisticated computer 
analysis, scientists are 
beginning to unravel  
the mystery of these 
“flight flocks” They 
have found that no 
matter how dense a flock appears from the outside, 
its members are not evenly distributed like the 
points on a grid. Rather each member has a good 
deal of space behind and in front. Like drivers on a 
freeway, they don’t mind having neighbors on their 
sides, or above and below, for that matter, as long 
as they have open space ahead. That makes sense, 
since the presence of a clear path in the direction 
of travel minimizes the likelihood of collision should 
the birds need to shift their course abruptly, as is 
likely if a predator is attacking. This research also 
reveals that each bird only pays close attention to 
about six of its surrounding neighbors.  
 
There are still many unanswered questions such as 
whether the communication is only visual or if 
there are acoustic messages. Some communication 
may even be tactile from air currents.  Some of this 
flocking behavior may eventually be applicable to 
some human behavior. 
 
Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards   
by Bill Gabriel 
 
  
The P. L. Wright Awards committee received nine 
proposals for funding of small projects in 2009. All 
were from University of Montana students -- five 
undergraduate and four graduate -- and we made 
the following awards: 
  

•  Joshua Goldberg: $550, for a study of sex-
specific foraging in Western Bluebirds. 

•  Patrick W. Rhea: $800, to decipher ant-
plant mutualism in bracken fern. 

•  Daniel Venturella: $750, to study effects of 
leafy spurge on native bee communities. 

  
Each student will report the results of his study to 
the FVAS membership in the spring of 2010. 
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Habitat Protection Activities by Jim Brown 
 
 
The Clark Fork River—Grass Valley Important Bird 
Area (IBA), which occupies the cottonwood 
bottomlands and associated wetlands lying roughly 
between Reserve Street and Huson, was recently 
approved by the National Audubon Society as a 
Continental IBA.  This area supports a number of 
species of conservation concern and a breeding 
population of Lewis’s Woodpeckers that exceeds 
the threshold for Continental IBA status. We also 
updated the brochure describing the IBA so that it 
reflects our conservation achievements. Since work 
began on recognizing the IBA through 2008, 1,390 
acres have been protected by conservation 
easements and 160 acres purchased for public use. 
We also offer help to interested landowners who 
wish to develop a habitat management plan that is 
consistent with their ownership goals. In the end, 
the local community, our wildlife, and our habitats 
will benefit from the much-needed attention that 
this area receives. 
 
Our efforts to explain the IBA and protect riparian 
and wetland habitats have gained the respect of 
city-county planners and even some developers. As 
a result, we now review all subdivision proposals in 
Missoula County. This past year we reviewed 21 
proposals, submitted written comments on seven of 
them and testified on three of these at the County 
Commission hearings. We have met with 
developers, land owners and county planners to 
explain the relationship between important bird 
species and their habitat requirements in the 
Missoula Valley. Developers and landowners often 
have limited knowledge of the diversity of birds 
that occur here and what comprises suitable 
habitat. For example, in describing impacts of his 
proposed subdivision, one developer referred to all 
small birds, including neotropical migrant 
songbirds, as “common sparrows.” Usually the 
critical issue with subdivision development is the 
riparian area setback or no-building zone needed to 

protect riparian 
areas so that 
birds and other 
wildlife are able 
to nest, raise 
their young and 
avoid predators.  
 

 
 
 
So far our efforts have resulted in modest but 
significant increases in the required riparian 
setback. The debate is about protecting habitat 
versus developing more home sites. Giving up 
home sites means less profit for the developer or 
higher costs per unit to buyers. Giving up habitat 
means fewer species and reduced wildlife 
populations that for some species are already in 
serious decline. Five Valleys Audubon Society 
together with Montana Audubon will continue 
telling and defending our side of the story.   
 
Field Trip by Larry Weeks 
 
 
Saturday, March 28, 2009:  The field trip to the 
Lee Metcalf NWR turned out to be a rainy day.  
Due to a safety training session, the Kenai Trail 
was closed until noon.  Therefore, we birded ponds 
5 and 6, and the trails next to the Bitterroot River 
in the morning.  The ponds had most of the 
waterfowl species which included snow geese and 
a tundra swan.  A sandhill crane flew North, 
northern harriers were cruising the cattails and the 
great blue herons were occupying the rockery in 
the pine trees.  On the walk to the picnic shelter, 
we encountered a flock of 12 wild turkeys, and the 
dominant male was displaying.  Jeb Minarik found a 
small flock of American tree sparrows by the river 
and the main group found a golden-crowned 
kinglet.  On the return drive to the visitor’s center, 
we stopped to look at 2 American kestrels and 
found a pileated woodpecker working on a tree 
beside the road.  After having lunch in the visitor’s 
center, we hiked the Kenai Trail.  We had a Virginia 
rail respond to a taped call beside pond 8 and 
found a large collection of waterfowl in pond 10.  
There must have been 100 tundra swans, at least 2 
trumpeter swans, and 50 – 100 canvasbacks.  
There was a porcupine in a dead cottonwood along 
the trail.  On the return trip to Missoula, five of us 
stopped at the northern most pond along the 
eastside highway and we found 4 wood ducks and 
2 osprey.  There were 16 people on the field trip 
and we saw 57 species.  I wish to thank Bob 
Danley and the volunteers at the visitor’s center for 
their hospitality, which included coffee, coffee cake 
and warm restrooms. 
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Upcoming Multi-Day Field Trips by Larry Weeks 
 
 
A 2-day field trip to Bannack & Clark Canyon 
Reservoir has been scheduled for June 13th & 14th 
which will be led by Nate Kohler.  We will leave 
Missoula at 7:30 AM on the 13th and meet Nate in 
Melrose at 10:00 AM.  He plans to bird the 
Salmonfly Fishing Access for least flycatcher and 
common grackle, go to Camp Creek and look for 
rock wren, canyon wren, yellow-breasted chat, 
green-tailed towhee, and Say’s phoebe, and then 
visit the Apex area for McCowan’s longspurs and 
possibly burrowing owls.  We will stay overnight in 
Dillon at the Best Western Paradise Inn, 650 No. 
Montana St. (406-683-4214).  People going on the 
field trip will need to make their own reservations 
at the motel.  On Sunday the 14th, we will drive to 
Bannack and look for gray flycatcher, sage 
thrasher, loggerhead shrike, sage sparrow, 
Brewer’s sparrow, and maybe a Ferruginous hawk.  
Then loop around to Clark Canyon where we 
should see plenty of gulls, shorebirds and ducks, 
and possibly black-crowned night heron, white-
faced ibis and great egret.  The participants on this 

tour will pay for Nate’s 
expenses which are 
estimated at $240.  If 10 
people go on the tour, 
each person’s share 
would be $24.  There is 
also a $10 charge per 
individual on multi-day 
field trips that goes to the 
Chapter.  Contact Larry 
Weeks to sign up for this 
field trip and to facilitate 
car-pooling. 

 
The 4-day campout to Glacier Park is scheduled for 
July 9,10,11,12.  The plan is to camp at St. Mary 
Campground on July 9th and 10th, and at the Fish 
Creek Campground on July 11th.  To make 
reservations at both St. Mary and Fish Creek, call 
1-800-365-2267 and tell them you are with the Five 
Valleys Audubon group.  When you make your 
reservations, be sure to ask for a campsite on Loop 
C at St. Mary and Loop A at Fish Creek.  If you 
have a Golden Passport, the rate is reduced by 
50%.  You will be asked for your  Golden Passport 
number.  We can have up to 12 people per 
campsite, so not everyone has to make a  

 
 
 
reservation.  We will bird Many Glacier on Friday, 
Red Eagle Lake trail and Siyeh Bend on Saturday, 
and Camas Creek and Howe Lake trails on Sunday.  
If you are planning on going to Glacier, call Larry 
Weeks at 549-5632 or email him at 
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com.  The trip will be limited 
to 20 people and 9 have already signed up.  Larry 
will be planning potluck dinners.  We will plan to 
meet at 5:00 PM at the St. Mary Campground on 
July 9th. 
 
Community Naturalist Program Activities   
By Larry Weeks, Coordinator 
 
 

•  The Advanced Birding Workshop that was 
held during February and March was an 
outstanding success.  It included 
presentations by Dan Casey (gulls), Steve 
Hoffman (raptors), Jim Brown (shorebirds), 
Bob Martinka (sparrows), and Kristina 
Smucker (flycatchers).  Forty-eight people 
attended at least 1 session and 11 people 
attended all 6 sessions.  The workshop 
raised more than $1000 for the Chapter. 
 

•  The Community Naturalist Program donated 
48 bird books to Patti Walker’s 3rd grade 
class at Hawthorne School and 48 bird 
books to Marlene Naylor’s 3rd grade class at 
St. Joseph School.  These bird books were 
obtained from the R.W. Morse Company for 
the cost of shipping to Missoula.  They were 
donated because the text on 2 pages had 
been transposed. 
 

•  A request was submitted to the National 
Audubon’s mini grant program for 
educational programs.  The request for 
$330 has been approved. 
 

•  A presentation on western Montana birds, 
which involved slides and skins, was made 
to 37 senior citizens at The Springs. 
 

•  A birding field trip at Smurfit-Stone was 
given for the Sentinel High School 
Environmental Club. 
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Flammulated Owls and Citizen  
Monitoring 2009     By Megan Fylling 
 
 
The Avian Science Center at The University of 
Montana is once again planning a citizen science 
monitoring effort for Flammulated Owls around the 
greater Missoula area 
(Lolo National Forest).   
Last year’s effort was a 
great success, folks had 
fun, and we collected 
valuable data.  With 
continued financial 
support from MT Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks, we 
are building a long-term 
monitoring project in this 
region.  And we need the 
help of a handful of 
volunteers!  
 
As volunteers, you can "adopt" a survey route 
which you complete twice sometime between the 
3rd week of May and 1 July. You’ll work in pairs and 
can hike or drive to survey your route. You’ll stop 
at established points and play an owl caller. Plan to 
be out from 10 pm until ~ 1 or 2 am). Montana 
Audubon and MTFWP will provide training, 
equipment, and protocols. A training date will be 
set as soon as we have our volunteers. If you are 
interested in being a “night owl” a couple nights 
this summer or would like to know more, please 
contact Megan Fylling (ASC) at 
megan.fylling@mso.umt.edu or 243-2035 (email 
preferred).  For more information see 
http://avianscience.dbs.umt.edu/research_landbird
_flam.htm.  Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Murder on the Bluebird Trail 
By Kathy Heffernan 
 
 
Four years ago, my husband John and I took over 
an existing bluebird trail on Waterworks Hill.  We 
now monitor approximately 30 boxes in the 
Waterworks/North Hills area of Missoula. 
 
We are used to pulling the occasional dead Tree 
Swallow out of our bluebird boxes.  Tree Swallows 
seem particularly vulnerable to inclement weather 
and they appear to simply be seeking a 
comfortable place to die. In early April, however, 
we were much chagrined to discover the lifeless 
body of a male Mountain Bluebird in Box #9 on 
Waterworks Hill.  This beautiful bird had been 
pecked in the head. 
 
Our prejudices against non-native birds pre-
disposed us to blame this horrific case of avicide on 
the aggressive, invasive House Sparrow.  However, 
Box #9 is in perfect bluebird habitat; we have 
never observed House Sparrows in that area. 
 
The evidence pointed to a bluebird culprit.  Over 
the brilliant blue corpse lay the grassy start of a 
bluebird nest.  The observations of Auduboner 
Elizabeth Johnston also implicated bluebirds.  She 
had observed a Western Bluebird pair bringing 
nesting material into Box #9. 
 
In our four years of monitoring bluebird boxes, we 
have only found two other 
bluebird adults dead in 
boxes – a female atop 
eggs and a male 
apparently defending 
nestlings.  We never 
suspected other bluebirds 
might be the culprits.  In 
the future, we will be alert 
for possible bluebird-
bluebird conflicts.  
Meanwhile, we hope that 
the growth of new bluebird 
trails will provide enough housing opportunities in 
the Missoula area to minimize such conflicts. 
  
For more information on bluebirds, visit 
www.mountainbluebirds.com or call Kathy 
Heffernan @543-4097. 

 
The bluebird carries the sky on his back.  
     ~ Henry David Thoreau 
 
 
Be like the bluebird who never is blue,  
For he knows from his upbrining what 
singing can do.    
     ~ Cole Porter 
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Say What?  by Bill Gabriel 
 
 

It seems very strange to me that people spend so much time learning to identify birds, 
and keeping lists of birds seen, without learning something of the history of those 
names. Of course a few are curious, and one evening in March when the image of 
Cassin’s Kingbird appeared on the screen in an advanced birding class, someone asked, 
“Who was Cassin?” Who indeed? And why do so many birds carry his name? 
 
John Cassin was a Quaker born near Philadelphia in 1813 and in his day the 
Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, with an extensive library and specimens 
collected from around the world, was the center of scientific knowledge in North 
America. He became the Academy’s curator in 1842 and, with money from Dr. Thomas 

Wilson, developed the largest collection of bird skins in existence at that time. Cassin did little collecting 
himself--only one new bird species and some beetles—but he described 198 new bird species collected by 
others and sent to him for identification. Among those sending him specimens was Spencer F. Baird, 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. Some specimens came from the government surveys of possible 
railroad routes to the Pacific, and they inspired one of Cassin’s many publications: Ornithology of the Pacific 
Railroad Explorations and Surveys. 
 
Taxonomic protocol prohibits a person from using his own name in a common name or  a specific epithet, so it 
was left to others to honor John Cassin by applying his name to five birds from western North America: 
       

Cassin’s Auklet -Ptychoramphus aleuticus (Pallas) 1811 
       Cassin’s Kingbird -Tyrannus vociferans Swainson, 1826 
       Cassin’s Sparrow -Aimophila cassinii (Woodhouse) 1852 
      Cassin’s Finch -Carpodacus cassinii Baird, 1854 
       Cassin’s Vireo -Vireo cassinii Xantus de Vesey, 1858 

And three from Sub-saharan Africa: 
       Cassin’s Flycatcher – Muscicapa cassini (Heine) 1859 
      Cassin’s Honeyguide – Prodotiscus insignis (Cassin) 1856 
       Cassin’s Hawk-eagle – Aquila africana (Cassin) 1865 
 
Cassin’s dedication to the study of dead birds brought about his own early death at age 55. For more than 
twenty years he handled specimens (bird skins) prepared with an arsenic mixture used to keep insects out of 
the skins. Aware of the hazard, he wrote of mortgaging his health to arsenic and liver complaints. 
 
Among the aphorisms of ecology is one saying “everything is connected to everything else” and history works 
in similar fashion. For instance, Thomas Say was another Quaker, born in Philadelphia in 1787, who was a 
famous naturalist and is regarded as the father of American entomology. In 1812 Say became a charter 
member and founder of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences. Thomas Say joined Major S. H. Long’s 
expedition of 1819-1820 to explore the Rocky Mountains, during which he provided the first specimens and 
accounts of birds that we now call Rock Wren, Lazuli Bunting, Lark Sparrow, Western Kingbird, Dusky Grouse, 
and Long-billed Dowitcher. He was no ornithologist, so taxonomists later placed Say’s birds in other genera, 
but they also honored him with a genus and species of his own: Say’s Phoebe, Sayornis saya (Bonaparte) 
1825. Bonaparte enclose in parentheses is a code to let us know that he published the first description of that 
species, but had it in a different genus. As it happened, Charles Lucien Bonaparte, nephew of the emperor 
Napleon, created the new genus Sayornis into which he moved the species saya. 
 
Another coincidence is that Thomas Say, John Cassin, and John Kirk Townsend attended the same Quaker 
boarding school in Pennsylvania. Townsend also became a naturalist and crossed the plains and mountains to 
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the Pacific in 1834 with Thomas Nutall and Nathaniel Wyeth. Of the many specimens he collected two were 
named Townsend’s Solitaire, Myadestes townsendi (Audubon) 1838 and Townsend’s Warbler, Dendroica 
townsendi (Townsend) 1837. Townsend had not actually named the warbler after himself, but used a name 
chosen by Nutall who had just published the second volume of his Manual of the Ornithology of the United 
States and of Canada (1832, 1834). 
 
I may as well mention that Spencer Fullerton Baird is memorialized in the names of Baird’s Sparrow, Baird’s 
Sandpiper, and Baird’s Trogan. And it was Baird who named Cassin’s Finch. I think knowing how the birds got 
their names makes birding all the more interesting. 
 
 
Board Meeting Notes Submitted by Char Murray 
 
 
Have you ever wondered what our chapter does?  You know about the 
general meetings and field trips, but the board would like to keep you up 
to date on their discussions and actions. 
  
      -We received an anonymous gift of $10,000.  (Thank you!!) 

      -Jackie Alford will be the new Audubon Adventures chairperson. 

      -The new IBA brochures are now available. 

      -A committee is working on a five-year financial plan. 

      -The birdathon is coming up in early June. 

 
 
Henry the Impatient Heron: A book review 
By Beverly Orth Geoghegan 
 
 
 
Henry the Impatient Heron is the story about a hyper young heron that has trouble remaining calm and 
motionless, which interferes with his ability to catch his own food. After a little hunger sets in and a chance 
meeting with a Great Blue Heron, Henry learns the value and rewards of patience.  

 
Imaginatively written by Donna Love and beautifully illustrated by Christina 
Wald, the book is designed for children ages 4-8, but is fun for bird and 
nature lovers of all ages. The story offers important insight in the world of 
herons, while touching on one of the most important lessons we learn as 
children (and for some of us, as adults).  In the back of the book, there are 
four pages of heron facts and topics for discussion that are fun and simple, 
making it easy for kids to understand. 
 
Henry the Impatient Heron is available through Sylvan Dell Publishing, 
$16.95 for hardcover and $8.95 for paperback. You can purchase the book 
directly from the publisher at www.sylvandellpublishing.com. 
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Five Valleys Audubon Society Birdathon 
 
 

It’s that time of year when teams of birders compete for the honor of identifying the most birds on one day 
and raising the most funds to support our Chapter’s activities. This is the major annual fundraiser for the 
Chapter and allows us to pursue education and conservation goals. Several teams will search the country side 
from dawn to dark to see how many species they can identify. Funds raised go to support four major 
programs: 
 
1. Wildlife habitat conservation projects— efforts to protect riparian areas and wetlands from subdivision 

development in Missoula County. Efforts to convince land owners to seek conservation easements and 
protect habitat in the Clark Fork River--Grass Valley Important Bird Area.  
 

2. Phil Wright Research Awards--awards are given to high school & college students. 
 

 
3. Audubon Adventures--a monthly education newsletter and teachers guide for   environmental education in 

the elementary grades (3-6).   
 

4. Community Naturalist Program—class and field trip environmental education activities for grade schools. 
 
Here is how it works: Birding teams will record bird sightings during one 24-hour period in early June. You can 
participate in the Birdathon and support these programs by joining a team, forming your own team, helping 
contact chapter members or by pledging a donation to a team. Please share our passion and commitment to 
helping others appreciate the significance of wildlife in our lives and to protect important habitat. Here is how 
you can help: 

 

 

 

•  Sponser a team at $__________per species or contribute $__________ 

•  I would like to form a team_____or join a team _______ 

•  I can volunteer for 3 hours to call chapter members _______ 

 

Your name:               

Address:               

               

Phone number:              

 

Please call, email or send this information to Jim Brown at 1504 Woods Gulch, Missoula, MT 59802. You can 
also reach him by phone at 549-8052 or e-mail at brownjs2@bresnan.net. Contributions are tax deductible. 
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Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding 
Observer and may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues remain entirely 
with the Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Email (optional): ______________________ 
 
    [ ] $15 is enclosed for Chapter membership 
 
    [ ] An additional sum of _____________ is  
           also included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon 
Society, PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT  59807.

 
Join The National Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National 
Audubon Society and my local Chapter. I will receive 
the Audubon magazine and the Birding Observer, as 
well as participate in all local Chapter activities. I 
understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
 [ ] $20 for an individual or family 
 
 [ ] $15 for students and seniors 
 
 
Please make the check payable to National Audubon 
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society, 
Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 
80323-1003.  N53 7XCH 

Welcome New Members:      
 
Carol Babington   Robin Foster 
Paulette Harte    Addie Haugen 
Greg Nowak    T. R. O'Reilly 
Denice Rogers    Jeanine Siegler 
Karen Simons    Stephen F. Speckart 
Bessie S. Teague 
 
Returning Members: 
 
Robin P. Anderson   John L. Brown MD   Elaine M. Corrigan 
Sharon Dill    Jean Duncan    John M. Hoar 
Lorena Hillis     Elizabeth Johnston   Julie M. Larson 
Surry T. Latham   Mavis McKelvey   Billy Merila 
Barbara Ross    Denise Scannell   Elena Ulev 
Roberta J. Whitcomb 
 
 
 

 

Important Note To Our Valued Members: Please note the expiration date of your 
membership on the address label of this newsletter. We wouldn’t want your membership to 
expire. We would miss you! A renewal form is on the last page of every newsletter for your 
convenience. Please renew your membership so that you don’t miss any newsletters or any 
of the upcoming events of the Five Valleys Audubon Society.  



FIVE VALLEYS AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS: 
President   Paul Loehnen   11556 Bench Road, Missoula, MT 59808  721 – 7517 loehnen@bigsky.net 
Vice President  Gerhard Knudsen   4400 Scott Allen Dr, Missoula, MT 59803 251 – 2765 gmk@bresnan.net 
Secretary   Char Murray   50 Brookside Way, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5223 murray555@bresnan.net 
Treasurer   Alex Taft      951 Ronald Ave, apt. 109, Missoula, MT  59801 218 – 8438 alextaft9@msn.com 
DIRECTORS: 
2006-2009   Bill Ballard   5120 Larch Ave, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5097 wballard@onewest.net 
2007-2010   Carolyn Goren   PO Box 7189, Missoula, MT 59807  544 – 1060 goren@marsweb.com  
2008-2011   Bill Boggs   PO Box 7881, Missoula, MT 59807  728 – 3088 claybody@cybrmail.com 
2009-2012   Joyce Nave  4605 Rattlesnake Dr., Missoula, 59802.   721– 2981  nave@bresnan.net  
2009-2012   Jeb Minarik 4705 Potter Park Loop, Missoula, 59808  529 – 2884 jminarik78@yahoo.com 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Member Records  Vick Applegate   303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803      549 – 0027 k7vk@arrl.net 
Membership Promotion Vacant          
Program   Judy Bungarz   17579 Remount Road, Huson, MT 59846  626 – 5761 bungaiz@peoplepc.com 
Conservation Advocacy Vick Applegate   303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803  549 – 0027 k7vk@ arrl.net 
Habitat Protection & Restore Jim Brown   1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 549 – 8052 brownjs2@bresnan.net 
Field Activities   Larry Weeks   2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com 
Publicity   Elizabeth Johnston   1101 W. Greenough, Unit E-8, Missoula, 59802 327 – 1525 birder@bigsky.net 
Education   Larry Weeks   2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com 
PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel   PO Box 520, Florence, MT  59833  273 – 6880 
University Liaison  Dan Pletscher   509 Arbor Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  543 – 4865 dan.pletscher@umontana.edu 
Newsletter Editor  Bev Orth Geoghegan 3130 Corlear Ave, Bronx, NY 10463         (406) 750 – 0149 orthbev@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Circulation Shirley Holden   2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5706 
Web Site   Clare Kelly   2909 Highwood Dr, Missoula, MT 59803  251 – 7207   
Archivist   Shirley Holden   2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5706 
Audubon Adventures Jackie Alford   215 Brooks St, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 0917 jalford@bresnan.net 
Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks   2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com 
Past President  Jim Brown   1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 549 – 8052 woodsy@onewest.net 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MONTANA AUDUBON  –     PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624                  (406) 443-3949                             www.mtaudubon.org 
Executive Director:      Steve Hoffman         shoffman@mtaudubon.org                     Board President:                           Larry McEvoy          mcschmid@mcn.net   
Program Director:        Janet Ellis                jellis@mtaudubon.org                              Director of Education:     Paul Belanger        pbelanger@mtaudubon.org 
Office Manager:            Loreene Reid           lreid@mtaudubon.org                              Global Warming Advisor:      Amy Cilimburg      amy@mtaudubon.org 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
Five Valleys Audubon Society                                                     
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