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Calendar

* Saturday, April 5%, 2008: Half-day field trip to
Smurfit-Stone. Meet in the UM field house parking lot
at 8:30am or at the pulp mill at the 9am.

* Monday, April 7, 2008: Nancy Volle is the host
of the April Board Meeting.

* Friday, April 18, 2008: Deadline for
submissions to the May Birding Observer.

* Saturday, April 19, 2008: Full-day field trip to
the Lee Metcalf NWR. Meet in the middle of the UM
field house parking lot at 8am or at the Metcalf
Refuge at 9am.

* Saturday, April 26, 2008: Full-day field trip to
Brown’s Lake led by Jim Brown. Meet in the middle
of the UM field house parking lot at 8am. (NOTE:
This field trip was originally scheduled for May 3™).

2008 Workshop for Intermediate Birders

The Five Valleys Audubon Society will offer a
workshop for intermediate birders again this year.
This workshop should appeal to birders who enjoy
birding and want to improve their identification skills.
It will consist of three classroom sessions and two
field trips. The classroom sessions are scheduled for
Thursday, April 10", Thursday, April 17" and
Thursday, April 24™. The field trips will be held on
Saturday, April 12" to Smurfit-Stone and Saturday,
April 26th to Maclay Flat. The classroom sessions
will be held at the Fish, Wildlife& Parks’ Regional
Office at 3201 Spurgin Road and will start at 7:00
PM and last until 9:30 PM. The program will include
a full session on raptors by Steve Hoffman, and 30-
minute to 60-minute sessions on waterfowl,
woodpeckers, shorebirds, warblers, sparrows, and
birding by ear. There will be a $25.00 charge for the
workshop. To sign up, please call John Bremer at
541-9494. The workshop will be limited to 30
participants.

A Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Presentation on Important Bird Areas

On Monday, April 14, Steve Hoffman, Executive
Director of Montana Audubon will offer a
presentation at the regular monthly meeting of the
Five Valleys Audubon Society. He will provide
information on the Important Bird Area (IBA)
program. The IBA program is an international
program to identify and conserve specific geographic
locations of importance to the survival of vulnerable
species of birds and other vulnerable species. The
Important Bird Area program enhances conservation
efforts because it provides a scientific basis for
prioritizing land conservation efforts. One IBA has
been identified near Missoula.

Steve Hoffman's employment experience includes
work as a wildlife biologist for the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management in Arizona; work as an
endangered species specialist for the US Fish &
Wildlife Service in Albuquerque, New Mexico and
State Director of Bird Conservation for Audubon
Pennsylvania. Steve also founded the conservation
organization Hawkwatch International in 1986.
Steve has a bachelor's degree in psycho-biology and
a master's degree in Wildlife Ecology from Utah State
University.

The meeting on Monday, April 14 will be at 7:30 PM
in Room L14 of the Gallagher Business Building on
the University of Montana campus.  The room is in
the basement of the
Gallagher building in
the northwest corner.
The presentation is free
and members and the
public are welcome.




Peeps from the Prez by Paul Loehnen

BirdLife International is a global coalition of more
than 100 country partner organizations. The
Important Bird Areas was initiated by BirdLife in
Europe in the 1980’s. Since then, over 8,000 sites
in 178 countries have been identified as Important
Bird Areas. Hundreds of these sites and millions of
acres have received better protection as a result of
the IBA program.

As the United States partner of BirdLife
International, the National Audubon Society
administers the IBA program in the U.S. This was
launched in 1995 establishing programs state by
state. Approximately 48 states have IBA programs
with  more than 2100 state level IBA's
encompassing over 220 million acres.

The Montana Important Bird Areas program got off
to a great start when the first IBA’s were identified
in January 2002. These sites are spread across the
length and breadth of the state and range in size
from 53 ha at Safe Harbor Marsh to more than
440,000 ha at the Charles M Russell National
Wildlife Refuge. Collectively, they encompass many
of the premier tracts of bird habitat in the state.
Federal and State agencies are the primary land
managers for all but two of the original IBA’s and
many of the sites were receiving some form of
protection before they were identified as IBA's.

The Montana program is in its second phase of IBA
identification, with an emphasis on private and
tribal lands. This shift in focus results from the fact
that 65% of Montana is privately owned, yet
private land received little consideration in the first
round nominations. In 2003 Montana Audubon
began raising funds to inventory birds for IBA
nominations in areas that are not dominated by
public land. By 2006, these efforts resulted in new
IBAs, along the Madison River and Clark Fork River
that focused on private lands, and along the
Tongue River within the borders of the Northern
Cheyenne Indian Reservation. Each of these sites
contains cottonwood gallery forest that supports a
high diversity of Neotropical migrants and other
birds of conservation priority. In 2006 a new IBA
was established at Hebgen Lake to help protect a
large congregation of wintering Trumpeter Swans.

In 2007 a new IBA on the Flathead Indian
Reservation was established at the site of the
largest known communal roost of Rough-legged
Hawks in the world.

The center piece IBA of the Five Valleys Audubon is
the Clark Fork River-Grass Valley IBA, which
encompasses about 35 km of river corridor
between Missoula and Huson. The site supports a
high diversity of birds, including a number of
species of conservation priority. More than 230
species of birds have been documented in the area.
Species on continental concern include the Bald
Eagle, Peregrin Falcon, White-throated Swift,
Lewis's Woodpecker, Red-naped Sapsucker, and
Willow Flycatcher. It has been estimated that the
IBA supports at least 80 pairs of Lewis’s
Woodpeckers and more than 60 pairs of Red-naped
Sapsuckers. In addition, significant numbers of
transient shorebirds, 28 species, use the area. At
Smurfit-Stone plant, 500 to 1,500 ducks and geese
occur regularly with peak numbers exceeding
several thousand birds during migration.

Major threats to the area include loss of habitat
and open space from an increasing number of
residential homes and housing developments, and
proposal for commercial activities on private lands
within IBA's. Locally, the Missoula City and County
planners have adopted the IBA boundaries into
their database for consideration of proposed
development actions, and they alert Five Valleys
Audubon of proposed actions and invited comment,
which is very ably provided by Jim Brown and
Gerhard Knudsen.



Field Trips by Larry Weeks

Wednesday, March 12, 2008: The March field trip
was an evening hike around Maclay Flat to look and
listen for owls. During the past 2 years, I had had
a northern saw-whet owl respond to a recording at
Maclay Flat and I thought that the membership
might be interested in such an outing. When I
chose the meeting time of 6:00 PM, I was basing
that on the time when I was able to get a saw-
whet to respond in the past. I didn't realize that
daylight saving time was going into effect earlier
this year. Therefore, what was I going to do for 2
hours before it got dark? The answer turned out to
be a great gray owl that just happened to show up
at Maclay Flat. I knew where the great gray had
been hanging out, so I immediately took the initial
gathering to the location and we found the great
gray right away. We watched the owl for over 30
minutes but most of the time it just sat in the
cottonwood trees and looked around. It did move
3 times while we were watching; once to make a
feeble attempt at catching a vole and twice more
just to change perches. The people were just
mesmerized by the owl and were reluctant to
leave. When we did proceed along the trail, we
encountered other people who had arrived late and
were looking for the group. I went back with a
second group of people to view the owl for another
15 minutes. And before we had completed the
circle, we encountered 2 more people that then
went back to find the owl with our directions.
Those last 2 people had seen a great horned owl
along the trail and we were able to relocate a
horned owl sitting at the end of a Douglas fir
branch. Another bird had flushed on the other side
of the trail so apparently there was a pair. When it
got dark, I played the recording of a saw-whet owl
at several locations but we never got a response.
Forty-two  people
participated in the
field trip. All you
have to do is
mention owls for a
field trip and
people come out of
the woodwork.

Birding at Smurfit-Stone

The birds are just starting to return. The number
of northern pintails is starting to build and several
small flocks of tundra swans have arrived. During
a field trip for Paul Belanger’s naturalist class on
March 10", we had 2 Eurasian wigeons and saw
the first western meadowlarks of the year. I saw
western bluebirds for the first time on the same
day. The bald eagle started sitting on the nest on
February 11" and a prairie falcon was seen near
the end of February. Rough-legged hawks are
getting harder to find in mid-March.

Request for Photos of Your Backyard Habitat

If you've worked on your backyard and have
created vegetation and habitat that attract birds,
I'd like a photo of your work. Or if you have a
stunning photo of a western Montana bird that
frequents yards, I'd appreciate that as well. I'm
currently taking a website design course at UM's
College of Technology; my final project will be a
website called "Backyards for the Birds." I hope to
include useful information and photos of what
plants people have used and what birds they've
attracted to their yards in western Montana.
Because this is a student project, the website will
stay "in-house" on the student COT server,
meaning that it will not be available to the general
browsing public. However, if you send me a photo
and it is used in my final project I will certainly
credit your submission.

You can send photos, preferably electronic, to my
email address: poody@wru.umt.edu, or call me at
543-4860 if you have questions. In appreciation of
your photo submission(s), you will have the
knowledge that you've contributed to a great
website plus my most heartfelt gratitude!

The deadline for submissions to the May
edition of the Birding Observer is Friday,
April 18™. Please send articles to the editor,
Beverly, at <orthbev@hotmail.com>.




Panama Birding Adventure By Jim Brown

One of the fun
and interesting
things about
birding is not the
birds but what
you see and learn
about people and
4 places. Of course
birding is the

"2 reason that leads
you to take interesting and sometimes
adventuresome trips. Last year I visited Panama
with my wife and four other friends for casual
birding and that whetted my appetite for more. So
I went back this past February to bird in the
Chiriqui Highlands near Costa Rica, the canal zone
and the Darian Province lowlands near Columbia.
In the highlands we birded around the base of the
11,300-foot Volcan Baru where you don't want to
be caught without a raincoat. Two dueling male
Resplendant Quetsals were an exciting find. Other
interesting species included Yellow-bellied Siskin,
Elegant Euphonia, Stripe-tailed Hummingbird, Blue-
throated Toucanet, Red-faced Spinetail, Flame-
colored Tanager, Golden-browed Chlorophonia and
Buffy Tuftedcheek. Amazingly, many of the steep
hillsides were intensively farmed for crops such as
carrots, onions, lettuce and even corn to supply the
one million plus population of Panama City with
vegetables.

Birding in the canal zone is excellent because large
areas of intact wet and dry tropical forest still exist.
These species-rich forests form the watershed for
the Panama Canal. They have been protected in
order to assure a regular, plentiful source of water
to operate the canal. Some lifers for me included
the Lance-tailed Manakin (cost me 15 chigger
bites), Cocoa Woodcreeper, Rudy-tailed Flycatcher,
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher, Long-billed Gnatwren,
Snowy-bellied Hummingbird, Spectacled Owil,
Green Shrike-Vireo, Black-capped Pygmy Tyrant
(tailless and only 2.5 inches long) and others.

Our Panamanian trip organizer and guide, Guido
Berguido, likes to explore new areas for birding.
That is why six of us, two from South Africa, one
from Australia and three from the United States,
spent four days living in an Emberra Indian village

in the Darian jungle. Getting there involved a 20-

mile trip up a tidal river in a dugout canoe axed out
of a log cut from a species of cashew tree. The
ebbing tide lowered the river so we had to land
about 2 mile from the village. Many women and
children greeted us on the river bank and led us
arm in arm to our living quarters where they
helped us set up mattresses and mosquito netting.
This was a moving experience to say the least. The
Emberra people live a subsistence life style. They
wear loin cloths for clothing and go barefoot
throughout the jungle. They are happy, healthy,
friendly people living a basic life style that is in
stark contrast to our busy, high-tech, commodity-
driven western way of life. For two days we hiked
jungle trails most of the daylight hours searching
for birds and admiring the amazing biodiversity of
tropical forests. Some exciting lifers for me
included Mangrove Blackhawk, Ornate Hawk-Eagle,
Spot-crowned Barbet, Black Antshrike, Jet Antbird,
Black-bellied Wren, Black Oropendola, Giant
Antshrike, White-eared Conebill, Golden-crowned
Spadebill and Spot-breasted Woodpecker. A 10-foot
long Boa Constrictor lying on a tree limb over our
trail definitely produced a squirt of adrenalin. On
our last evening, girls and young women performed
dances for us, the dance of the hummingbird, the
Spotted Sandpiper, the Crested Guan and others. I
told them that our villages are connected because
we share the Spotted Sandpiper at different
seasons. When we left the village by motor canoe
we were again racing the ebbing tide. By the time
we made it to our landing we could not make it to
solid ground so we waded through knee deep tidal
muck and mud to find solid footing, which was a
bed of sharp pointed rocks. No glacial smoothing
action going on here. It felt like my feet were being
reduced to bloody stubs. Astounding and a bit
humiliating, the barefoot Emberra guides walked
steadily and easily throug e rocks. The visit to
the Emberra [ St RUCRE B
Indian village
was one for the
most interesting
and fascinating
things I have
ever done. Oh
yes, the birding
was great too.




Montana Audubon’s Veracruz, Mexico Tour
September 29 - October 10, 2008

Join Montana Audubon board member, Professor Jack Kirkley, on this 12-day adventure exploring and birding
the varied ecological habitats in the Veracruz region of eastern Mexico. The tour is specially scheduled to
coincide with the peak of raptor migration season, when the stunning “River of Raptors”—several million
strong—streams across the Veracruz area, providing one of the most awesome wildlife spectacles on
earth. The tour will also include early morning and afternoon visits to coastal lagoons, wetlands, lowland
forests and savannas, as well as high mountain pine-oak forests and cloud forests enabling us to see a great
variety of birds - 540 species are listed for central Veracruz! We will be led by the skillful, local birding guides
of Pronatura-Veracruz, the nonprofit conservation organization hosting our group. We
will stay at comfortable hotels in the towns of Cardel and Xalapa, as well as in the
Catemaco Lake region. The all-inclusive cost for the tour is $2925 (double occupancy)
from Veracruz airport, which includes a $900 tax-deductible contribution to Montana
Audubon, half of which will be shared with Pronatura-Veracruz. For a detailed itinerary
or other information, contact Dr. Jack Kirkley at j_kirkley@umwestern.edu or (406)
683-7321. You <can also contact the Montana Audubon office at
mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org or (406) 443-3949.

Important Note To Our Valued Members:

Please note the expiration date of your membership on the address label of this newsletter. We wouldn't
want your membership to expire. We would miss you! A renewal form is on the last page of every
newsletter for your convenience. Please renew your membership so that you don’t miss any newsletters
or any of the upcoming events of the Five Valleys Audubon Society.

Join The National Audubon Society Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a member of the National
Audubon Society and my local Chapter. I will receive
the Audubon magazine and the Birding Observer, as
well as participate in all local Chapter activities. I
understand that my dues are shared between NAS
and my local Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

[1] $20 for an individual or family

[] $15 for students and seniors

Please make the check payable to National Audubon
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society,
Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO
80323-1003. N53 7XCH

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five
Valleys Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding
Observer and may participate in all local Chapter
activities. I understand that my dues remain entirely
with the Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email (optional):

[ 1 $15is enclosed for Chapter membership

[ 1 An additional sum of is
also included to support Chapter activities.

Please make check payable to the Five Valleys
Audubon Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon
Society, PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807.




FIVE VALLEYS AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS:

President Paul Loehnen 11556 Bench Road, Missoula, MT 59808 721 -7517 loehnen@bigsky.net
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2007-2010 Carolyn Goren PO Box 7189, Missoula, MT 59807 544 - 1060 goren@marsweb.com

2008-2011 Bill Boggs PO Box 7881, Missoula, MT 59807 728 - 3088 claybody@cybrmail.com

COMMITTEES:

Member Records Vick Applegate 303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803 549 - 0027 k7vk@arrl.net

Membership Promotion Vacant

Program Vacant

Conservation Advocacy Vick Applegate 303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803 549 - 0027 k7vk@ arrl.net

Habitat Protection & Restore Jim Brown 1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 8052 woodsy@onewest.net

Field Activities Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801 549 - 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com

Publicity Elizabeth Johnston 1784 Elison Lane, Missoula, MT 59802 327 - 1525 birder@bigsky.net

Education Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801 549 - 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com

PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel PO Box 520, Florence, MT 59833 273 - 6880

University Liaison Dan Pletscher 509 Arbor Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 543 - 4865 dan.pletscher@umontana.edu

Newsletter Editor Bev Orth Geoghegan 3130 Corlear Ave, Bronx, NY 10463 (406) 750 - 0149 orthbev@hotmail.com

Newsletter Circulation Shirley Holden 2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 5706

Web Site Clare Kelly 2909 Highwood Dr, Missoula, MT 59803 251 -7207

Archivist Shirley Holden 2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 5706

Audubon Adventures Barbara Ross 215 E. Florence St, Missoula, MT 59801 721 - 7847 rossangmo@hotmail.com

Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801 549 - 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com

Bird Hotline Terry Toppins 1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804 721 -9799 tertop@aol.com

Past President Jim Brown 1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 8052 woodsy@onewest.net

MONTANA AUDUBON - PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 (406) 443-3949 www.mtaudubon.org
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