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Calendar 

 

 

� Tuesday, April 1st: Terry Toppins will lead a half day 

April Fools’ Day field trip.  Meet in the Northwest 

corner of the Adams Center parking lot at UM at 

9am for carpooling - destination is a surprise 

returning at 1pm.  You can try and get more 

information from Terry at 214-1194. 

� Saturday April 5th: Lee Metcalf NWR for Early Spring 

migrants led by Terry McEneaney.  Meet in the 

Northwest corner of the Adams Center parking lot 

at UM for carpooling departing at 8am or at the Lee 

Metcalf headquarters at 9am, returning to Missoula 

by 4pm. Bring a lunch.  For more info, call Terry 

Toppins at 214-1194. 

� Monday, April 7th, 7pm: The board meeting will be 

held at the Naturalist’s Mercantile, 131 E. Main St in 

downtown Missoula. 
� Monday, April 14th, 7:30pm: Please join us at our 

program meeting for a presentation on the Philip L. 

Wright Zoological Museum at the UM Gallagher 

Business Building (at the corner of Connell and 

Arthur streets), room L14. 

� Tuesday, April 15th: Submission deadline for the 

May edition of the Birding Observer.  

� Saturday, April 19th: Beginning bird walk at Lee 

Metcalf NWR from 10am-Noon. Meet the field trip 

leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center. 

� Saturday April 26th: Field trip to Warm Springs 

Ponds led by Gary Swant.  Meet in the Northwest 

corner of the Adams Center Parking Lot for 

carpooling, departing at 7am or meet at the I90 

Conoco in Deer Lodge at 8:15am, returning to 

Missoula at 4pm. Bring a lunch.  For info, call Terry 

Toppins. 

� Saturday May 3rd: Field trip to Brown's Lake led by 

Jim Brown.  Meet in the Northwest corner of the 

Adams Center parking lot at UM for carpooling, 

departing at 8am and returning to Missoula by 

5pm.  Bring a lunch.  For more info, call Terry 

Toppins at 214-1194. 

 

The Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum:  

Past, Present, and Future Possibilities 

 

Join us at the next program meeting to hear Paul 

Hendricks, PhD and Dick Hutto, PhD discuss the history of 

the Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum, the current status 

of the collection, and challenges that the museum faces. 

Our meeting will be on Monday, April 14th at 7:30 pm in 

the University of Montana’s Gallagher Business Building 

(at the corner of Connell and Arthur streets), room L14. 

 

The P.L. Wright 

Museum contains over 

24,000 specimens of 

vertebrates, primarily 

mammals, birds, and 

fish. It is the largest 

zoological collection in 

Montana and one of 

the major zoological 

collections representing 

the Northern Rocky 

Mountains. Paul Hendricks 

has been a half-time Curator of the Museum, since July 

2013, and Dick Hutto, Professor of Biology and Wildlife 

Biology at the University of Montana, served as Faculty 

Supervisor of the Museum from 1977 until 1991. Dick 

began his teaching career at UM in the fall of 1977 where 

he has been ever since. The spring 2014 semester will be 

his last. 

 

Preceding our regular program, two recipients of the 2013 

Philip L. Wright research awards, both of whom graduated 

in December, will return to present the results of their 

investigations. Kari Eneas surveyed the Mission Valley for 

presence of Barn Owls and analyzed the pellets found. 

James W. Goerz investigated the mortality and survival of 

snowshoe hares in timber stands with various 

characteristics. Each of them will speak for 10 to 12 

minutes. 
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Peeps From The Board:  

Birding Observer – The Volunteer Work of Many 

By Vick Applegate 

 

Volunteer Resources – The success of the Five Valleys 

Audubon Society (FVAS) is attributed to its nearly 700 

members, donors and to the many volunteers who 

contribute substantial hours for the love of birds and 

their habitat, and for public interest, education and 

conservation.  By substantial hours, we mean many 

hours.  Pick up any FVAS newsletter, scan the calendar 

of events including the field trips, the articles, the two 

dozen Officers, Board Members and Committee Chair 

Contacts listed on the last page and you’ll be viewing a 

hundred volunteer hours and many miles traveled.  

Thank you volunteers!   

 

FVAS Newsletter, Birding Observer - Every month 

except July and August, members prepare newsletters 

for distribution.  Many volunteers are needed to 

support this publication.  You could be one of them.   

 

The Newsletter Process  

• Articles - Member written articles and news items 

are submitted each month.  Our Editor, Bev Orth-

Geoghegan, organizes these in the publication.  

Due to the electronic internet age, she is able to 

complete this task even after moving from 

Montana to New York City! 

• Data Update - Our member records are updated 

from National Audubon and local FVAS data and 

mailing labels are printed monthly for hard copy 

newsletters. Do you have a change? Contact the 

Member Records Chair, Vick Applegate.     

• Final Copy – After Board review, the editor emails 

the completed copy to a Missoula print shop.  

Additionally, the final copy is emailed to our 

electronic viewing members.  We now have 

nearly 100 members who have requested ‘email 

only’ and receive their FVAS newsletter directly to 

their email inbox. This saves paper, FVAS costs 

and volunteer time.  Email only members receive 

the newsletter up to a week ahead of the hard 

copy mailings and the newsletter photos are in 

color, mailed copies are black and white.   

• Hard Copy Mailing Preparation - Our Newsletter 

Circulation Committee Chair, Sarah Tarka Baer, picks 

up the newsletters from the printer, sends out a 

request for volunteers and schedules a mailing party.  

A true party atmosphere, treats are served and good  

 

birding stories abound.  This group folds, seals and 

attaches address labels to 550 newsletters. The 

schedule depends on the availability of volunteers. 

Preparing the newsletters for mailing requires about 

10 volunteer hours.     

 

Want to have Fun and Help? - Volunteers are always 

needed for the newsletter.  If you are able to assist with 

preparing the newsletter for mailing, please contact the 

Newsletter Circulation Committee Chair. If you have an 

article or ideas for articles please send them to the FVAS 

President.  See the contact list on the last page of Birding 

Observer.    Please send us your email address if you wish 

to be alerted for FVAS volunteer opportunities, events 

and/or request ‘email only’ newsletter delivery: 

k7vk@arrl.net.  Thanks for supporting FVAS.  

 

Non-Lead Ammunition Education Event – April 29th  

 

Are you interested in learning more about the impacts of 

lead on birds and other wildlife? Are you a hunter thinking 

about switching to non-lead ammunition? If so, please 

join us for an informational evening on Tuesday April 

29th, from 6-9 at the University of Montana’s University 

Theater. The evening will start with a series of short 

videos highlighting research being done on the 

relationship between lead and wildlife and the ballistics of 

lead vs. non-lead ammunition. The video session with 

culminate with a presentation by Anthony Prieto, the self-

dubbed “Non-lead Hunter,” describing his experiences 

hunting with non-lead ammunition and why he has made 

the switch. We will host a short panel discussion to allow 

the audience to interact with Anthony, other hunters, and 

biologists working on this topic. After the discussion, we 

will have refreshments in the theater lobby as well as 

tables from various interested organizations to foster 

education and discussion. For more information, please 

contact Rob Domenech at 406-258-6813. 
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Five Valleys Audubon Society  

Board Update  

  

 

Terry McEneaney has resigned as Chair of 

the Conservation Advocacy Committee, but we are 

happy that he is going to stay involved with the 

chapter in a variety of other ways (leading field trips, 

teaching classes, etc.)  

 

The annual meeting was 

held March 3rd, and the 

members of Five Valleys 

Audubon Society elected 

four board members, each 

for a term of 3 years: Rose 

Leach (Vice President), 

Carolyn Goren (Director), 

Scott Hampton (Director) 

and Gerhard Knudsen 

(Director).  

 

 

 

Montana Audubon Awards 

 

 

Please nominate a 

deserving person for 

their work in 

conservation and/or 

Audubon! We are now seeking nominations for awards 

to be presented at Montana Audubon’s June annual 

meeting in Bozeman. The awards acknowledge 

individuals who exemplify a commitment to birds, 

other wildlife, and habitat conservation. This year 

awards will be given for Conservationist of the Year, 

Environmental Educator of the Year, Special 

Achievement, Citizen Scientist of the Year, and Lifetime 

Achievement Award.   

 

You can download a nomination form at 

www.mtaudubon.org/about/awards.html.  

Nominations can be submitted by email or mailed to 

Montana Audubon, PO Box 595, and Helena MT 

59624. The deadline for nominations is May 23, 2014.  

 

Questions? Contact Janet Ellis at 406-443-3949 or 

<jellis@mtaudubon.org>. 

 

Wings Across the Big Sky 

 

 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY for Montana Audubon’s Wings 

Across the Big Sky Festival in Bozeman, Montana on June 

6-8, 2014, at the Best Western GranTree Inn.   

 

To ensure the very best field experience this year, the Field 

Trips are limited to 15 participants (less in some cases) and 

they fill up fast, so register early — by mail or online at 

www.mtaudubon.org. For mail-in registrations, please 

send the registration form to Montana Audubon, PO Box 

595, Helena, MT  59624.  Checks should be made to 

“Montana Audubon.” 

 

To help you support your favorite bird conservation 

organization, we are offering four exciting Raffle prizes this 

year:  Our Bucket Raffles afford you the choice of three fun 

prizes!  

 

• Family stay at the beautiful Abbott Valley Homestead 

near Glacier National Park;  

• Artistic and beautiful handmade quilt by fiber artist, 

Linda Parker; and 

• Beginning Birder’s Basket containing binoculars, 

books, and much more.   

• Our Special Raffle is a “Texas Coastal Birding 

Extravaganza” which includes 2 days of expertly-

guided birding, 3-nights lodging, meals and round-

trip travel from Montana to Houston, Texas for 4 

adults — a $4,000 value!   

• Tickets for the Bucket Raffle ($10/each or 6/$50) and 

the Special Raffle ($50 each) are included in the 

registration brochures sent early March. Tickets may 

also be purchased online at www.mtaudubon.org  

and at the festival.   

 

Always an exciting part of the festival, the Silent Auction is 

already gathering momentum.  Sacajawea Audubon 

members and others have been busy soliciting items.  

Additional items can be brought to the festival 

headquarters on Friday of the event.  The auction will be 

closed after Saturday evening’s banquet and successful 

bidders may pay for and pick up their “winning” items at 

the end of the evening.  Thank you for your auction 

contributions and participation. 
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Join National Audubon Society 

& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 

and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 

the Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 

activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 

and my local Chapter.  

 

Name:        

 

Address:       

 

City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 

 

Phone:        

 

Email:         

 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 

requested otherwise.  

  

__  $20 for a 1-year individual or family membership  

   

C3Z N53 0Z 

 

Please make the check payable to National Audubon Society and 

mail to:  

National Audubon Society 

PO Box 422250 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 

 
Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 

Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 

participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 

dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 

Name:        

 

Address:       

 

City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 

 

Phone:        

 

Email:        

 

Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 

requested otherwise.  

 

  ___ $15 is enclosed for Chapter-only membership 

 

  __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      

  included to support Chapter activities.  

 

Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 

and mail to:  

Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 

Missoula, MT  59807 

 

Welcome to Our New Members  

  

 

Anne Cohen  

George Jamieson 

Doug Johnson  

Sandy Lee 

Linda Papke  

Mary Ungaretti 

 

Paton's Birder Haven  

 

 

With help from over 1,000 supporters (including our 

chapter, and some of our members) the American Bird 

Conservancy succeeded in raising over $300,000 and 

has purchased Paton's Birder Haven in Patagonia, AZ. 

The property will be transferred to Tucson Audubon 

Society.

     

Go Green and Save !  

 

 

Do you want to help Five Valleys Audubon Society 

save money, paper and volunteers’ time?  Please 

consider reading your Birding Observer online.   In 

addition, your online copy will have ‘color’ content 

and you will receive your newsletter much earlier 

than the mailed hard copy!   

 

If you can Go Green and wish to receive your Birding 

Observer only via email, just send us a request with 

your name to Vick Applegate at k7vk@arrl.net.   You 

can also always find your current newsletter on the 

Five Valleys Audubon Society’s website at: 

www.fvaudubon.org.   

 

Thanks!

 



Five Valleys Audubon Society                                                     

PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807            
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OFFICERS: 

President Pat Little 493 – 7115 roughleg@gmail.com  

Vice President Rose Leach 721-0779 rleach-2@bresnan.net 

Secretary Andrea Stierle 782 – 6419 andrea.stierle@mso.umt.edu    

Treasurer Kit Stevens  721 - 3530  dogmakit@yahoo.com  

DIRECTORS: 

2014-2017 Carolyn Goren    carolyngoren@gmail.com    

2014-2017 Gerhard Knudsen    gmk@bresnan.net   

2014-2017 Scott Hampton (417) 343-3499 wscotthampton@gmail.com   

2012-2015 Clancy Cone     

2012-2015 Betsy Griffing  

2013-2016 Ed Monnig 549 – 0580 emonnig01@gmail.com   

COMMITTEES: 

Member Records Vick Applegate 549 – 0027 k7vk@arrl.net  

Membership Promotion Vacant  

Program Carolyn Goren   carolyngoren@gmail.com  

Conservation Advocacy   Vacant   

Habitat Protection & Restore Jim Brown 549 – 8052 brownjs2@bresnan.net  

Field Activities  Terry Toppins 214 – 1194 tertop@aol.com  

Publicity Poody McLaughlin 543 – 4860 pmcregan@bresnan.net  

Education Larry Weeks 549 – 5632 bwsgenea@centric.net  

PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel 273-6880  biograf@earthlink.net  

University Liaison Winsor Lowe 243 - 6364 

Newsletter Editor Bev Orth Geoghegan  (406) 750-0149 orthbev@hotmail.com  

Newsletter Circulation Sarah Tarka Baer (717) 422-3453    sarah.tarka@gmail.com  

Web Site Pat Little 493 – 7115 roughleg@gmail.com   

Archivist Shirley Holden   

Audubon Adventures Barbara Ross 552 – 0500 bjmross@gmail.com   

Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks 549 – 5632 bwsgenea@centric.net  

Past President Paul Loehnen 721 – 7517  ploehnen@gmail.com  
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Steve Hoffman, Executive Director 

shoffman@mtaudubon.org      

  

Janet Ellis, Program Director     

jellis@mtaudubon.org     

   

Norane Freistadt, Development Director 

norane@mtaudubon.org           

   

Amy Cilimburg, Director of Conservation & 

Climate Policy amy@mtaudubon.org 

 

Darcie Vallant, Center Director    

darcie@mtaudubon.org  

      

Heather Bilden, Education Director  

heather@mtaudubon.org 

 

Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate 

aseaman@mtaudubon.org  

 

Fred Weisbecker, Board President  

 


