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Calendar of Events

Come to the December Program Meeting to
Learn About Golden Eagle Migration

e Friday, December 1% 4:30-6:30: Patagonian
Hands’ First Friday Gallery Opening and Holiday
Gift Pop-up will be held at the Montana Natural
History Center. Come to enjoy art, company, and
complimentary food and beverages. You can also
shop for jewelry, avian sculptures made from
locally sourced wool, and much more.

e Sunday, December 3" All-day field trip to the
Mission Valley. Meet in the northwest corner of
the Adams Center parking lot at 7:50 am or at the
Cenex Gas Station in Ronan at 9:00 am.

e Monday, December 4“‘, 6:45-8:45pm: The board
meeting will be held in the large meeting room in
the Missoula County Library.

e Monday, December 11", 7:00pm: Rob Domenech,
Executive Director and Founder of Raptor View
Research Institute will present on Golden Eagles at
the December program meeting. Please join us at
the University of Montana, in room 123 of the
Gallagher Business Building.

e Friday, December 15™: The deadline for the (oh-
my-can-you-believe-it?) January 2018 edition of
the Birding Observer.

e Saturday, December 16™: Christmas Bird Count.
Read details on page 4.

Come and meet Rob Domenech, Executive Director
and Founder of Raptor View Research Institute (RVRI)
on Monday, December llth, at 7pm in Room 123 of the
Gallagher Business Building on the University of
Montana campus. Rob founded RVRI in 2004 and has
since become one of the leading authorities on Golden
Eagle migration ecology in the west.

Come learn about the travels of “Diego”, an adult
Golden Eagle tracked via satellite telemetry for over
four years over 24,000 miles. Diego is one of over 40
adult Golden Eagles that Rob and his team has tracked
using satellite telemetry. We will be hearing about
where these eagles’ summer and winter, as well as
how data being used to affect conservation for this
“species of concern.” Rob will highlight aspects of
RVRI’'s ongoing research, including their studies of
blood-lead levels in both Golden and Bald Eagles. He
will also discuss how Citizen Science participation,
smart phones, and other resources help them to keep
tabs on tagged eagles.

Rob graduated from the University of Montana in 2002
with a degree in Wildlife Biology. For much of the
1990’s he scouted western Montana for suitable sites
to establish the first fall raptor migration ridgeline
banding study in Montana. Since its founding, RVRI's
data and analysis has contributed to numerous studies,
some of which have been published in peer review
journals such as, The Journal of Raptor Research, The
Archives of Environmental Contamination and
Toxicology and Northwestern Naturalist. When not in
the field, you can find Rob promoting awareness of
raptor ecology to youth and community groups.
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Peeps From The Board:
Habitat Changes in Missoula
By Jim Brown

When | first came
to Missoula in
1965, having lived
in several cities in
the Midwest, |
discovered a town
with wildlife of all
kinds practically
living at my
doorstep. People

living here took a strong interest in what all was
happening in their community; its activities, politics
and well-being. | thought what an exciting, wonderful
place to live. You could enjoy all the amenities of living
in a large town yet quickly step aside to take in the
scenic beauty, natural resources, and certainly an
interesting diversity of birds. Short-eared Owls and
Long-billed Curlews could be found in the grasslands at
the edge of town. The Clark Fork River bottomlands
and adjoining streams and wetlands supported a large
diversity of songbirds, water birds and raptors. Lewis's
Woodpeckers, Red-eyed Vireos, Bobolinks, and even
Veerys were relatively common. The Missoula Valley,
like other Intermountain valleys, supported excellent
wetland and grassland habitats. When | exclaimed my
excitement to Missoulians who had lived here awhile
they said "you should have seen it 10 years ago before
all the development."” Since then the Valley has lost
much of its excellent habitat. The challenge is
protecting important habitats in the face of an
expanding  human population  and related
development. Many concerned citizens have
recognized the slow but steady loss of the limited
wetland and grassland habitats and have taken steps
to protect remaining critical areas.

Our Audubon Chapter works to protect bird habitat by
reviewing all Missoula County subdivision proposals for
impacts to bird habitat and suggesting changes to
mitigate those impacts. We support efforts of other
conservation organizations to protect important
habitats from development. Conservation easements
are an effective way to make this happen by allowing
land owners to protect important habitats as well as
rich agricultural lands. For example, we support efforts
by Five Valleys Land Trust to secure conservation
easements by conducting bird surveys and contributing

small amounts of Chapter funds toward purchasing
easements where it can help encourage matching
grants from other organizations. For the past 10 years
the most important source of funds to accomplish
conservation and protect bird habitat has been the
Missoula City-County Open Space Bond Fund. This fund
has been used as matching money to attract other
large grants. In fact, since voters approved the bond
one open space dollar has brought in an average of 2.8
dollars in outside grants and in kind contributions to
purchase conservation easements.

In the Clark Fork River--Grass Valley Important Bird
Area and adjoining grassland we have protected
approximately 2300 acres including two wetlands west
of Frenchtown where a pair of Trumpeter Swans
nested and produced five cygnets last year. This was
the first ever record of swans nesting in the greater
Missoula Valley. Two private properties were added to
the City-County Open Space areas available to the
public along the Clark Fork River. A number of areas
further out in the County that provide important bird
habitat and other wildlife such as Grizzly Bears have
been protected utilizing the Open Space Bond Fund.

In the Intermountain valleys such as the Missoula
Valley pressure of development continues at an
increasing pace. To protect vital wetland and grassland
habitats, time is critical to seeking conservation
solutions. The Open Space Bond Fund has almost been
used up in protecting important wildlife habitat,
agricultural lands and open space areas where citizens
can enjoy the hiking and scenic beauty of what makes
Missoula a wonderful place to live. Hopefully, the Open
Space Bond can be renewed to bring about
conservation of remaining desirable opportunities for
those living here now and for future generations.




Field Trips
By Larry Weeks

Saturday, October 28th: The primary objective of the
late field trip to Brown's Lake was to look for loons and
scoters. The first stop was at the Clearwater River. We
were not able to identify any waterfowl on the river
due to the fog. However, we did see 3 Bald Eagles, a
Red-tailed Hawk, a Black-capped Chickadee, and a Red-
breasted Nuthatch. On the drive in from highway 200
to Brown's Lake, we had a Rough-legged Hawk. The
next stop was at the shallow bay on the north side of
the lake. Birds at that stop included Ruddy Duck, Ring-
necked Duck, Eared and Pied-billed Grebes, and the
ever present American Coot. A stop where the whole
lake was first visible produced a Surf Scoter that was
relatively close to shore. There was also 1 Common
Loon from this vantage point. In the lakeside shrubs,
we had an American Tree Sparrow and a Mountain
Chickadee. Later on the trip, we returned to these
shrubs and were frustrated by some passerines which
we weren't able to identify. Birding at the picnic area
was very pleasant because it was warm and the wind
wasn't blowing. However, the Pacific Loon(s) that
were seen earlier in the week were not present. New
birds at that location included Western and Horned
Grebes, Bufflehead, Hooded Mergansers, Northern
Harrier, and an accipiter. We were again frustrated by
a flock of passerines that landed and departed before
they could be identified. An individual sparrow along
the shoreline also escaped identification. Steve Flood
visited Brown's Lake the day before and had Rusty
Blackbird and Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, but we didn't
see either bird. The ponds along the Cut-Off Road had
large numbers of Canada geese and Mallards, and a
few Gadwall, American Wigeons and a male Barrow's
Goldeneye. We also had 2 more Rough-legged Hawks.
Mammals that were seen on the trip included 5 big
horned sheep in the borrow pit just east of Bonner, a
lone mule deer at Brown's Lake, and about 15 elk and
30 whitetail deer along the Cut-Off Road. There were
16 people on
the field trip
and we had 30
bird species.

Photo:
Bighorn Sheep
by Gary Migues

Saturday, November 4th: The first stop on the Metcalf
field trip was at the gravel pits in the Target Range
area. A White-winged Scoter had been seen on the
previous 2 days at the gravel pits and it became a
priority bird. As soon as we parked on the west end of
the soccer fields, a huge flock of Show Geese were
flying around and eventually landed on the large pond.
The White-winged Scoter was spotted immediately and
everyone got a satisfying look. Then the Snow Geese
took off with their usual honking and flew south. It
was estimated that there were 740 geese in the flock.
There was also a big variety of waterfowl at the gravel
pits which included Horned and Western Grebes,
Barrow's and Common Goldeneyes, Buffleheads, Ring-
necked Ducks, Mallards, a Canvasback, a Redhead, a
Lesser Scaup, and a Common Merganser. The tour
then proceeded to Metcalf which had the expected
waterfowl. Pond 8 had 5 Trumpeter Swans and before
we left, a flock of about 35 Tundra Swans flew by and
some landed with the Trumpeters. Then the Snow
Geese started flying overhead by the hundreds, and
flock after flock for the rest of the day. According to
Steve Flood's estimates we had over 8000 Snow Geese.
Other birds along the Kenai Trail included American
Tree Sparrows, a Sharp-shinned Hawk, a Northern
Harrier, a Bald Eagle, and we heard a Virginia Rail. The
Sharp-shinned Hawk was spotted in a bush and we
were able to view it with spotting scopes before it flew.
While eating lunch in the parking lot, we were
entertained by a Northern Shrike that flew from tree to
tree at close range. A flock of Pine Siskins flew by and
landed briefly by the Visitor's Center. After lunch, we
walked the 2 trails to the river in the Wildlife Viewing
Area. On the trail that goes directly west to the river,
we heard a Pine Grosbeak and saw it land at the top of
a pine tree. After everyone got good looks, it flew to a
nearby cottonwood without any leaves and started
feeding on the buds. We got even better looks and the
bird was still there when we left. It was a male
Grosbeak. On the other hike, we found an immature
Osprey sitting in a tree by the river. November 4 a very
late date for an Osprey. On the return hike, an
immature Northern Goshawk flew by and landed in a
bare cottonwood. After studying the bird for a while, it
flew away but before long, it returned in hot pursuit of
a Northern Flicker. The Goshawk closed the gap
several times but was unable to make a kill while it was
in view. We think the Flicker escaped. As we got ready
to leave the parking lot, a flock of about 100 Tundra
Swans flew by. There were 14 people on the field trip
and we had 51 species. It was an outstanding field trip.
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Missoula Christmas Bird Count
By Larry Weeks

Make Your Own Bird Seed Ornaments
Reproduced from Birds & Bloom

The Missoula CBC will be held
on Saturday, December 16,
2017. If you would like to
participate in the field count,
contact Larry Weeks at 549-
5632 (540-3064 cell) or
bwsgenea@gmail.com. If you )
are interested in being a o
feeder watcher, contact Rose Leach at 370-1999 or
rleach-2@bresnan.net. The Count will end with a
potluck dinner at the home of Larry Weeks, 2428 West
Kent in Missoula. Dinner will commence at 6:30 pm.
Bring your favorite potluck dish, or A-L, bring a salad or
dessert, and M-Z, a hot dish. After the potluck, we will
tabulate the results of the field count.

M

Workshop on Invasive Streamside Trees a Success
Submitted by MT Audubon’s David Cronenwett

In late October, Montana Audubon hosted its first
ever, two-day workshop for professionals involved
with management and research of two highly invasive
species: Russian olive and/or salt cedar, along Montana
waterways. These Eurasian trees have begun to
seriously threaten biologically valuable, native
cottonwood-willow habitats in Montana particularly on
some of our eastern rivers. Thirty individuals from 22
agencies and entities shared, networked, and planned
for future activities. Ultimately, they will launch a new
network in Montana to work on riparian forest issues.
To learn more and view some of the results from this
workshop, please visit: http://mtaudubon.org/birds-
science/bird-conservation/montana-audubon-river-
initiative/conservation-workshop/

Photo: Marias River by John Lambing

INGREDIENTS:

1/2 cup water

3 teaspoons unflavored gelatin
3 Tablespoons corn syrup

3/4 cup flour

4 cups bird seed (your choice!)

DIRECTIONS:

Combine water, gelatin and corn syrup together, and
cook over a low heat. No need to boil. Mix flour and
seed together and then slowly add to gelatin mixture.
While cooling, put out parchment paper on our
counter, and choose your favorite cookie cutters. Spray
those cookie cutters with cooking spray. Next, fill the
cutters with the gelatin mixture, pressing in the
mixture tightly. Before you remove the ornament, use
a straw or toothpick to poke a hole through the
ornament (for hanging). Then remove from cookie
cutters and let dry for several hours. Once dry, you can
attach ribbon or string and hang for the birds!

THE BIRDS CHRISTMAS TREE

HE butcher gave some suet,
And Farmer Brown some wheat;
And Uncle John a sheaf of oats
All for the birds to eat.

And then we strung cranberries,
And pop corn, just for show,

And scattered lots of diamond dust
To look like frost, you know.

On Christmas Eve we trimmed it,
It made us laugh to see

How, in the morning, all the birds
Swarmed at their Christmas tree.

They ate the grain and suet;

They liked them, I tell you!
And then they went to work and ate
The decorations, too! .
Mary M. PARks.
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Welcome To Our Newest Members

Steven Akre H appq HOIl:da(/S

Carol Brett FROM OWL OF US
Peg Brownlee

Rick Davis

Debrah Fasket

Emily Harkness

Leslie Herbert

Ripley Hugo

Mary McCourt

Diane Schofield
Robert G. Warrington

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application
Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.
Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join

S $15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. S Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird
habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.

S $25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution
S General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips, Volunteer - Please contact me. | would like to know

education and outreach. more about how | may help birds and FVAS.

Name: Phone:

City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time
credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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