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Calendar

* February 15-18™: Great Backyard Bird Count.
For details, visit www.birdcount.org.

* February 15, 2008: Deadline for submissions to
the March edition of the Birding Observer.

* Saturday, February 16, 2008: All-day field trip
to the Mission Valley. Meet in the middle of the UM
field house parking lot at 8:00 AM or at the
Ninepipes Lodge at 9:00 AM.

* Saturday, February 16, 2008: All-day field trip
at Ninepipes Wildlife Refuge on winter raptors with
Denver Holt. 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM. Sponsored by the
Montana Natural History Center. $40 non-members.
Meet at MNHC, 120 Hickory St. at 7:30 AM.

Nominating Committee Report

The Nominating Committee recommended to the
Chapter Board the following individuals for officer
and director positions. The Chapter Board approved
the recommendations. An election for the proposed
candidates will be held at the February 11 program
meeting in the Gallagher Business Building:

» Vice President—Gerhard Knudsen

e Secretary—Char Murray

» Directors--Carole Toppins

It is little by little that
a bird builds its nest.

~ African proverb

A Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Birding Around Africa

At the next regular monthly meeting of Five Valleys
Audubon, on Monday, February 11, 2008, Bill Gabriel
will present an informal program of slides and
comments about his experiences while birding
around the African continent from Kenya to South
Africa and the Gambia. He has no particular
message to deliver, and no call to action, just a
sharing of colorful birds photographed in exotic
locations, and a comparison of birds from place to
place.

A retired ecologist, photographer, and writer whose
travels have taken him to every continent but
Australia, Bill Gabriel has a BS in Forestry from
Virginia Tech and a PhD in wildlife from the
University of Montana. He worked with the Forest
Service in half-a-dozen western states, the Bureau of
Land Management in Alaska, and the UN Food &
Agriculture Organization in Ecuador before deciding
to spend his time behind a camera and in front of a
computer.

Bill's forte is photo journalism and documentary
photography, not wildlife photography, and his
photos have appeared in a variety of books and
encyclopedias and also in several dozen magazines
from Audubon and Birding, through National Parks,
Natural History, and Ranger Rick, to the news
magazines Time and U.S. News & World Report. He
has written about natural resource use and
management, ethics in wildlife viewing and
photography, and even history.

So join us on February 11 to see how Bill views birds
in Africa. The meeting on Monday, February 11, will
be at 7:30 PM in Room L14 of the Gallagher Business
Building on the University of Montana campus. The
room is in the basement of the building in the
northwest corner. The presentation is free.
Members and the public are welcome.



Peep from the Prez by Paul Loehnen

The Five Valleys Audubon Society conducted its
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) on December 15th under
the expert organization of Larry Weeks. Sixty five
people participated and saw over 70 species. Our
chapter has been carrying out the CBC since
inception in 1976. On a national level the first
Christmas Bird Count dates back to 1900 making it
the longest running population database in
ornithology.

Prior to the turn of the century, "birders," better
understood as "hunters," held a holiday tradition
known as the Christmas "side hunt." Teams would
hunt and compete for the greatest number of prey,
birds and mammals. In 1900, an ornithologist named
Frank Chapman proposed that a census replace the
hunt. He was an early officer in the Audubon Society
and concerns about declining bird population had
begun to percolate. It was a time when concern was
being raised about declining bird populations. The
Passenger Pigeon once the most common bird in
North America with estimates of as many as five
billion passenger pigeons in the United States at the
time Europeans colonized North America was nearly
extinct. The birds decline resulted from hunting and
prompted the genesis of nationwide counts.

The first count consisted of 27 birders performing
twenty five counts. They tallied a total of 90 species
on all the counts combined. In 2000, by comparison,
there were 1,800 counts and 52,000 volunteers.

The Christmas Bird Count's primary objective is to
monitor the status and distribution of bird
populations across the Western Hemisphere. "Citizen
Scientists" are invaluable as there is no other
practical way of obtaining this vast database. Vital
for conservation, this data can document local but
subtle trends in bird population as a result of habitat
fragmentation or signal an immediate environmental
threat, such as ground water contamination or
pesticide poisoning. Valuable data on Evening
Grosbeak population trends, Dove expansions,
Bewick's Wren population decline are but a few of
the issues being studied.

There are a vast number of birders involved in this
data gathering venture, from feeder-watchers to
field observers (often birding in quite adverse
weather in states such as Montana). There are count
compilers and regional editors. All of these

volunteers are involved for the love of birding and
the excitement of friendly competition, all the while
making a difference for science and bird
conservation.

Novel Takes on Endangered Species
Submitted by Kieran Suckling

How the Dead Dream, a new = %

novel by Center for Biological
Diversity staffer Lydia Millet,
tells the story of an ambitious

young real estate developer in _ 0¥ < ; %
Los Angeles who, after a _% ‘ A
personal crisis, becomes h’ =1
obsessed with rare and Q -

vanishing animals and starts

breaking into zoos at night to be close to them. As
the story’s protagonist struggles by night with ideas
of human aloneness and what it might mean to be a
“last” animal, he’s building sprawling subdivisions by
day, fending off attacks by his brutal and jealous
business partner Fulton, and grappling with his
suicidal mother, whose husband has left her to find
himself working in a gay bar in Key West.

Millet, an award-winning novelist, has written one of
the very first American novels to approach the
emotional and aesthetic implications of the extinction
tragedy. How the Dead Dream is notable for its
thoughtful engagement with the social and personal
effects of massive species loss.

How the Dead Dream is Millet’s sixth novel, and not
the first to explore environmental issues; her fifth,
Oh Pure and Radiant Heart, dealt with the moral,
cultural and philosophical legacy of nuclear weapons.
Available from publisher Counterpoint in January
2008, How the Dead Dream has already been voted
one of the top books of the year by both the
National Book Critics’ Circle and the American Library
Association’s Bookiist.

The deadline for submissions to the March
edition of the Birding Observer is Friday,
February 15%. Please send articles to the

editor, Beverly, at <orthbev@hotmail.com>.




Thanks to Our Returning Members:

Pat & Jeff Aresty Benton Joan Birch Joanne R. Blake Ed Brunsvold

J. Carter Amy Cilimburg Gail Clarke Eugene Diemer David Durnford
Clara/Ron Erickson Catherine B. Everingham Bruce R. Farling Arnold Finklin Judy & Kevin Fredenberg
Sally Friou Leroy Gaskin Anita G. Gervenak Lois P. Habbe J Porter Hammitt
Patricia A. Hardman Kathy Heffernan John M. Hoar Tony Hoyt Dorothy Irvine

Anita Kurtz-Magee Tom Lukomski Forrest H. Madden Roseann Moffatt Brigette Murray

Mary E. Pengelly Richard Petaja John Pronge Emily Rindal Richard Smith

Carol & Terry Toppins Nancy & David Tyrell David Wesley Jeanne Worthy Beth Wright

Welcome New Members:

Le Bel Shirley A. Chase Nancy-Todd Cochran Dave & Mary Dickson Laurice M. Fritz
Kate Goodwin Erick & Anne Greene Ripley Hugo Land M. Lingbergh Joy A. Madsen
Mary McCourt Vicki Montejano Shanna B. Minarik Ree Van Oppen Tina Oquinn
Harold Ort Althea Mock Prouty Sharon Schneider Brian Schwartz Alice-Paul Steeh
Alice Straight Derek Thach Virginia Vincent Shirley L. Weaver Dorothy Wilson
Terry Zahn

Say What? By Bill Gabriel

Since the subject of the January meeting was the relationship between butterflies and native plants, maybe we
should consider how some of our native plants got their names. Meriwether Lewis was a diligent plant collector,
but one who suffered one calamity after another. All the plants he collected while going west from the Mandan
Villages to the Falls of the Missouri were buried in an underground cache and destroyed by springtime floods
before he returned to retrieve them. Similarly, those collected from the falls west to Lemhi Pass were cached and
damaged beyond recovery. The portion of his collection that made it back east (only 232 survive as herbarium
specimens) was turned over to Frederick Pursh for identification and publication. Pursh named two new genera
for the explorers, and attached Lewis’s name to a number of other species, as in: 4

» Lewisia rediviva Pursh — Bitterroot

e Clarkia pulchella Pursh — Clarkia, pink fairy, or deerhorn

s Linum lewisii Pursh — Lewis’s blue flax

e Mimulus lewisif Pursh — Lewis’s red monkey-flower

Frederick Pursh was a controversial personality in the botanical world who died young,
impoverished, and forgotten except that the bitterbrush perpetuates his name in the
genus Purshia.

Nathaniel J. Wyeth was an adventurous merchant and plant collector who mounted two “g#
expeditions to Oregon hoping to compete with the Hudson’s Bay Company in the fur trade. He returned from the
first with specimens of new plants that attracted the attention of Thomas Nuttall. Among them was a new genus
in the aster, or sunflower, family that Nuttall named for its discoverer, Wyethia, and called mule’s ears because of
the size and shape of the leaves. In 1834 Nuttall and his friend John Kirk Townsend joined Wyeth’s second
expedition to the Columbia River, leaving for the west with 70 men and 250 horses. They were gone for three
years and collected thousands of plants, mammals, and birds. Big sagebrush, Artemisia tridentata Nuttall, is
among the plants identified by Nuttall who, in keeping with taxonomic practice, could not hame discoveries for
himself. That was done by his associates back east who identified many of the new species and published their
descriptions. A California database lists 461 plants in that state named, in whole or in part, by Thomas Nuttall and
19 that bear his name as the specific epithet, like Calochortus nuttalli Torr. & A. Gray, the sego-lily.

A word of caution about naming. The daisy genus Townsendia is not named for Nuttall’s fellow explorer John Kirk
Townsend, but for David Townsend who was not a western explorer. And ANuttallanthus is a new genus only
recently named to honor Nuttall as a result of genetic studies that decided L/inaria should be restricted to plants in
the Old World. As we have seen with birds, taxonomists are moving taxa around as knowledge of relationships
accumulates.



2007 Missoula Christmas Bird Count
by Larry Weeks, compiler

The Missoula Christmas Bird Count was held on Saturday, December 15". The weather conditions were favorable
with a temperature range of 21 to 31 degrees F, 3 — 5 mph winds, scattered snow showers in the morning, and
some sunshine in the afternoon. Sixty-seven people participated in the field count and there were 24 feeder
watchers. The count tallied 73 species which is slightly above the 21-year average of 72. Several group leaders
commented about the lack of bird activity in some areas, but the total bird count was on the high side at 9975.
The most unique bird was a barred owl that Erick & Anne Greene picked up at 3:00 AM at their home when it
landed on the cross at the St. Anthony’s church steeple and gave its signature call of “who cooks for you”. Erick’s
group also had 9 Eurasian-collared doves at the corner of Mullan Road and Mallard Way. Jim Brown’s group
birded the Mastel and Kinney properties plus the Big Flat. They found the count’s only green-winged teal,
northern pintail, American wigeon, marsh wren, and common redpoll. Denver Holt had 17 long-eared owls and a
Harris” sparrow. Brian Williams found 3 golden-crowned kinglets up Spring Gulch and the only white-throated
sparrow which was coming to a feeder on Wylie Ave. A snow goose that was flying with a flock of Canada geese
was seen by 2 groups; the Smyers’ group at State Lands and Eric Fevold’s group along Mullan Road. The Symers’
group also documented the only cedar waxwings for the count. Virginia Vincent and Zona Lindemann birded the
Orchard Homes and Target Range areas and found the only merlins. Gary Landcaster had the only Cassin’s finch
at his feeder and Paul & Beth Loehnen had 3 chestnut-backed chickadees and the only evening grosbeak at their
feeder. I had 4 winter wrens in the National Wildlife Federation property along Grant Creek. Other group leaders
included Elizabeth Johnston who covered the North Hills and the Rattlesnake
Greenway, Robin Anderson who covered the University and Greenough Park,
Terry Toppins who covered Maclay Flat and Blue Mountain, Poody McLaughlin
and Joe Regan who spent 9 hours on Kelly Island, Paul Hendricks who hiked
8.5 miles in the Rattlesnake trying to find the canyon wren, Joe Elliott who
covered LaVelle and Butler Creeks, Dick Hutto and Sue Reel who birded Sleven
Island, Alex & Anna Taft who covered the Clark Fork River to Milltown Dam,
and Heather Winter-Jones who hiked Crazy Canyon. The count had 3 red-
shafted x yellow-shafted hybrid northern flickers. It was also a stellar year for
Steller jays; 29 were reported this year versus a previous high count of 19.
There were 3 count week birds; the Bewick’s wren on Sleven Island and gray
jay and dusky (blue) grouse in the Crazy Canyon area. The day ended with
JO = another fabulous potluck dinner at the home of Ruth & Russ Royter. A big
thank you to Ruth & Russ for hosting the potluck again.

Join The National Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon
Society and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon
magazine and the Birding Observer, as well as participate in
all local Chapter activities. I understand that my dues are
shared between NAS and my local Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
[] $20 for an individual or family
[] $15 for students and seniors

Please make the check payable to National Audubon
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society, Membership
Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80323-1003.

N53 7XCH

Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and
may participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand
that my dues remain entirely with the Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email (optional):

[1 $15is enclosed for Chapter membership

[]1 An additional sum of is
also included to support Chapter activities.

Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon
Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon Society, PO Box
8425, Missoula, MT 59807.




Field Trip by Larry Weeks

Saturday, January 12, 2008: The first field trip of the New Year was to Smurfit-Stone. Twenty people
assembled at the pulp mill under somewhat foggy conditions but as it turned out, the fog was a non-factor. The
first bird of the trip was an American kestrel that was sitting on a line along pulp mill
road. Only some of the people that met at the University got to see this bird. Some of
the other people, who met us at the pulp mill, saw the Eurasian-collared dove at Mallard
Way as they drove to the mill along Mullan Road. At the end of the field trip, I took
some of the people to Mallard Way where we viewed one of the doves. The individual
who owns the feeder that is attracting the doves told us that they have been there for 2
years. The field trip started on the south end of the property where the group hiked on
the frozen slough. The first significant bird we found was a pileated woodpecker which
noisily announced its arrival and landed in a nearby cottonwood. The hike along the brushy
habitat bordering the slough produced some ring-necked pheasants, a great blue heron, a black-
capped chickadee, a song sparrow, a flock of house finches, and a flock of red-winged
blackbirds. The blackbirds were visiting a bird feeder at a neighboring residence. As the convoy
headed north on the dike roads adjacent to the river, we encountered 2 adult bald eagles and 2
prairie falcons. The prairie falcons wouldn't allow a close approach and the viewing was long-
range through spotting scopes. When we got to the warm water ditches and sloughs, we found
the American pipit which is wintering at the mill and 12 species of ducks. There was also a
trumpeter swan that took us awhile to realize it was present because it blended into the snowy
background. The most numerous bird species at the mill was the Canada goose. There must
have been 500. The total species for the field trip was 36.

Christmas Bird Count 2007

great blue heron (26)

Eurasian-collared dove (9)

winter wren (4)

snow goose (1)

mourning dove (57)

marsh wren (1)

Canada goose (852)

great horned owl (8)

Bewick's wren cw

green-winged teal (10)

northern pygmy-owl (4)

American dipper (15)

mallard (739)

barred owl (1)

golden-crowned kinglet (3)

northern pintail (1)

long-eared owl (17)

Townsend's solitaire (19)

gadwall (9)

belted kingfisher (21)

American robin (13)

American wigeon (3)

downy woodpecker (53)

Bohemian waxwing (2720)

common goldeneye (215)

hairy woodpecker (27)

cedar waxwing (30)

Barrow's goldeneye (7)

northern flicker (132)

northern shrike (2)

common merganser (15)

pileated woodpecker (17)

European starling (112)

bald eagle (40)

horned lark (17)

American tree sparrow (33)

sharp-shinned hawk (5)

gray jay cw

song sparrow (71)

Cooper's hawk (4)

Seller's jay (29)

white-throated sparrow (1)

red-tailed hawk (35)

Clark's nutcracker (7)

Harris' sparrow (1)

rough-legged hawk (20)

black-billed magpie (425)

dark-eyed junco (153)

American kestrel (6)

American crow (91)

red-winged blackbird (394)

merlin (4)

common raven (180)

Cassin's finch (1)

gray partridge (60)

black-capped chickadee (332)

house finch (703)

ring-necked pheasant (34)

mountain chickadee (34)

red crossbill (16)

dusky (blue) grouse cw

chestnut-backed chickadee (3)

common redpoll (40)

ruffed grouse (2)

red-breasted nuthatch (94)

pine siskin (17)

wild turkey (43)

white-breasted nuthatch (38)

American goldfinch (85)

killdeer (7)

pygmy nuthatch (111)

evening grosbeak (1)

Wilson's snipe (5)

brown creeper (4)

house sparrow (478)

rock pigeon (415)

73 species on count day

9975 total birds




OFFICERS:

President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer
DIRECTORS:
2007-2010

2006-2008

2006-2009

2006-2007

2007-2010

2007-2010
COMMITTEES:
Member Records
Membership Promotion
Program

Conservation Advocacy

Habitat Protection & Restore

Field Activities
Publicity

Education

PL Wright Endowment
University Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Circulation
Web Site

Archivist

Audubon Adventures
Christmas Bird Count
Bird Hotline

Past President

FIVE VALLEYS AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paul Loehnen 11556 Bench Road, Missoula, MT 59808 721 - 7517
Vacant

Vacant

Alex Taft 439 Connell Ave, Missoula, 59801 218 - 8438
Nancy Volle 3918 Lincoln Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 542 - 5014
Suzann Stickney 2312 Duncan Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 0063
Bill Ballard 5120 Larch Ave, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 5097
Carole Toppins 1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804 549 - 6027
Carolyn Goren PO Box 7189, Missoula, MT 59807 544 - 1060
Gerhard Knudsen 4400 Scott Allen Dr, Missoula, MT 59803 251 - 2765
Vick Applegate 303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803 549 - 0027
Vacant

Nancy Volle 3918 Lincoln Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 542 - 5014
Vick Applegate 303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803 549 - 0027
Jim Brown 1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 8052
Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801 549 - 5632
Elizabeth Johnston 1784 Elison Lane, Missoula, MT 59802 327 - 1525
Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801 549 - 5632
Bill Gabriel PO Box 520, Florence, MT 59833 273 - 6880
Dan Pletscher 509 Arbor Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 543 - 4865
Bev Orth Geoghegan 3130 Corlear Ave, Bronx, NY 10463 (406) 750 - 0149
Shirley Holden 2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 5706
Clare Kelly 2909 Highwood Dr, Missoula, MT 59803 251 -7207
Shirley Holden 2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802 549 - 5706
Barbara Ross 215 E. Florence St, Missoula, MT 59801 721 -7847
Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801 549 - 5632
Terry Toppins 1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804 721-9799
Bob Conway 5839 Prospect Dr, Missoula, MT 59808 549 - 7436

loehnen@bigsky.net

alextaftd@msn.com

volle1@earthlink.net
sstickmt@aol.com
whallard@onewest.net
tertop@aol.com
goren@marsweb.com
gmk@bresnan.net

k7vk@arrl.net

volle1@earthlink.net
k7vk@ arrl.net
woodsy@onewest.net
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com
birder@bigsky.net
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com

dan.pletscher@umontana.edu
orthbev@hotmail.com

sangmo@bigsky.net
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com
tertop@aol.com
BobMargConway@hotmail.com

MONTANA AUDUBON -
Board President:
Program Director:
Office Manager:

PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
Larry McEvoy
Janet Ellis

Cynthia O'Bryant  cobryant@mtaudubon.org

(406) 443-3949 www.mtaudubon.org
Executive Director:

Education Coordinator:
Dir. Bird Conservation:

mcschmid@mcen.net
jellis@mtaudubon.org

Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
http://lwww.fvamissoula.org
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TO:

Steve Hoffman shoffman@mtaudubon.org
Paul Belanger pbelanger@mtaudubon.org
Position Vacant
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