
1 
 

February 2019 

              Birding Observer 

     

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

 Saturday, February 2nd: All day field trip to the Deer 
Lodge Valley to look for wintering birds.  Meet at 7:50 
am in the northwest corner of the Adams Center 
parking lot. 

 Monday, February 4th, 6:45-8:45pm: The FVAS Board 
meeting will take place in the small meeting room at 
the Missoula Public Library.  

 Monday, February 11th, 7pm: Wildlife Biologist 
Torrey Ritter will present, Stories of the Bountiful 
Benefits of Beavers, at our February meeting.   The 
presentation will take place in Room 123 of the 
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.  

 Friday, February 15th: The deadline for the March 
2019 edition of the Birding Observer.     

 Saturday, February 16th: Bird walk at the Lee Metcalf 
NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field trip leader at 
the Refuge Visitor's Center. Please note that the 
Visitor's Center is not open on weekends, so no 
restrooms are available. 

 Saturday, February 23rd: All-day field trip to the 
Mission Valley.  Meet at 7:50 am in the northwest 
corner of the Adams Center parking or 9:00 am at the 
Cenex Gas Station in Ronan. 

 April (Various Dates): Workshop for Beginning & 
Intermediate Birders. See details on page 4.  

 
 
Wildlife Biologist Torrey Ritter 
Presents: Stories of the 
Bountiful Benefits of Beavers   
 
Wetlands and riparian areas 
make up a tiny percentage of 
the overall land cover in 
Montana yet provide critical 
resources for an extraordinary 

number and diversity of wildlife species. However, long-
term degradation that started with European settlement 
of western North America has turned complex, 

braided streams into single-thread channels and has 
broken the critical ecological link between the stream 
channel and the associated floodplain. Often this level of 
stream degradation takes millennia to recover. 
Fortunately, beavers can fast- forward the recovery 
process for many streams, and these creatures are a 
bright spot in an otherwise glim picture of the future of 
Montana’s water resources and the immense biodiversity 
they support. Using aerial imagery, published research, 
and on-the-ground observations, Torrey will illuminate 
the vital role beavers play in enhancing and maintaining 
healthy wetland and riparian areas in Montana. Torrey 
will also discuss the pros and cons of beaver-mediated 
habitat restoration from a social and ecological stand-
point, with the goal of promoting a balanced view of the 
role beavers can play in re-wetting the west. 
 
Torrey is currently the Region 2 Nongame Wildlife 
Biologist for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.  He was 
born in Wyoming but grew up in the Bitterroot Valley 
fishing the Bitterroot River and climbing the Bitterroot 
Mountains. After high school, Torrey moved to Bozeman 
where he got an undergraduate degree in organismal 
biology. Torrey spent the next six years working on 
research and monitoring projects for a variety of species 
including small mammals, peregrine falcons, bald and 
golden eagles, sage grouse, pikas, elk, grizzly bears, 
whitebark pine, and most importantly of all, beavers. In 
2015, he returned to MSU to conduct a graduate research 
project on beaver dispersal and settlement site selection 
in the upper Gallatin and Madison River drainages. 
Recently, he was hired as the new nongame biologist 
based out of Missoula, a true dream job. 
 
Preceding Torrey’s talk, PL Wright Award recipients will 
give brief presentations on their research. Connor Kurz 
will tell us about assessing the stress bears experience 
from roads in their habitat, and Cedar Mathers-Winn, will 
discuss how forest gaps disrupt bird communication. 
Please join us on February 11, 2019 in Room 123 of the 
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.   
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Peeps from the Board: Annual Report 
By Jeff Ipsen, Treasurer & Rose Leach, President 
 
Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) works in the 
community to support birds and birding, education, and 
habitat conservation.  By extension, these efforts also 
support the community as a whole, particularly 
concerning natural resource issues.  Your donations and 
membership dues this past year went toward supporting 
conservation efforts on both the local and national level.   
 
During 2018 we supported passage of the Open Space 
Bond, helped fund the habitat enhancement project at 
Bancroft Ponds, and did bird surveys which develop 
important data used to help secure Conservation 
Easement funding.  The management and habitat 
improvement possibilities at the Knife River Ponds (the 
gravel pit) near Fort Missoula is on our radar, as the 
future of this site is being planned in the coming year.  
We also contributed to new signage at the state 
arboretum—which is located on the University of 
Montana campus.  The sign we chose is related to forest 
and bird habitats and structures that are represented in 
the area. 
 
New this year, the Chapter is supporting a migratory bird 
data recorder, to capture night flight calls of birds that 
funnel through our area during fall migration.  The study 
site is located near Mt. Dean Stone, which will help us 
partner with other conservation organizations for 
conservation easements in the area.  We have already 
recorded rare birds for the Missoula valley, including 
several Canada Warblers, as well as hundreds of species 
such as Wilson’s Warbler and White-crowned Sparrow.  
While we knew that these species moved through the 
area during migration, we had no idea of the large 
volume of birds using the skies—and associated habitats 
during the day for resting.  Stay tuned for more results of 
this fascinating project. 
 
Our Community Naturalist, Larry Weeks was busy again 
with education and outreach.  Audubon Adventures has 
been provided to several area teachers, for use in their 
curriculum.  Larry continues to make hundreds of hours 
of bird presentations to area schools, as well as a fire 
ecology series and field trip for St. Joseph school.  Larry 
also teaches beginning and advanced birding classes for 
adults.  New this year, Larry and Chapter member Ginny 
Fay team-taught a birding session for the University’s 
continuing education or MOLLI program.  Dick Hutto and 
Sue Reel’s birding class had been filling so quickly, many 
participants were turned away each year.  This way, we 
can help meet the need for the MOLLI participants and 
showcase the Chapter to the students.   

 
Jim Brown and Gerhard Knudsen continued to attend 
planning meetings for subdivisions, to present our 
viewpoint and improve habitat protection in our 
Important Bird Area.  Bill Gabriel continues to manage 
the Phil Wright Endowment Fund, which provides grants 
to students at UM for various wildlife-related research 
projects.  We also made donations to Montana Audubon, 
the Owl Research Institute, Raptors of the Rockies, 
Raptor View Research Institute, and Wild Skies Raptor 
Center. 
 
Now for the numbers.  Operating income for last year 
was $19,379.79.  Expenses totaled $18,460.05, resulting 
in net income of $919.74.  Assets amounted to 
$143,393.71, of which $80,234.00 is held in the Phil 
Wright Endowment. 
 
The Birdathon, our largest fundraiser of the year, took in 
$9,544.50.  Many thanks to all of you who contributed.  
As you can see, we value your support and spend our 
dollars wisely and efficiently, to continue our mission of 
supporting birds, habitat, and conservation in our area. 
 
Please direct any questions you may have to 
treasurer@fvaudubon.org, and remember to support 
your local birds! 
 

mailto:treasurer@fvaudubon.org
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Missoula Christmas Bird Count  
By Larry Weeks 
 
The Missoula CBC was held on December 
15, 2018. There were 74 participants in 
the field and 17 feeder watchers.  We 
identified 86 species on Count Day and 
had one Count Week bird.  Debbie Leick's group had the 
only Golden Eagle, Gray Partridge, Northern Pygmy Owl, 
and White-winged Crossbill in LaValle and Butler Creeks. 
Will McDowell's group had the only Gadwall, Cooper's 
Hawk, Prairie Falcon, and Hermit Thrush on McCauley 
Butte and Blue Mountain. Eric Rasmussen had the only 
Blue Jay, Lesser Scaup and Barrow's Goldeneye at Heron 
Crossing.  Poody & Joe's group, which included Eric, had 
the only Swamp Sparrows at Heron Crossing and Kelly 
Island. Jim Brown's group had the only Marsh Wren and 
American Coot in Grass Valley. Terry Toppins' group had 
the Great Gray Owl at Maclay Flat.  Paul Loehnen's group 
had the only Northern Shoveler at Council Grove and 
Kona Ranch.  Kristi DuBois' group had the only Redhead 
along Mullen Road. Brian Williams' group had the only 
Northern Goshawk in the Rattlesnake. 

Zona Lindemann and Lois Crepeau had the only 
Bohemian Waxwings in the Orchard Homes/Target Range 
area. The feeder watchers also contributed, with 6 
different birds. Gary Lancaster had the only Yellow-
rumped Warblers; Kay Lambert and Cathy Regg had the 
only Steller's Jays; Cathy Regg and Sue Reel had the only 
White-throated Sparrows; and Kay Lambert had the only 
White-crowned Sparrow, Spotted Towhee and Pine 
Siskins. Other group leaders included Nicholas Sly, who 
birded Crazy Canyon, Fairviews and South Hills; Robin 
Anderson who birded the University and Greenough Park; 
Jim Sparks who birded the Kim Williams trail and upper 
Clark Fork; Dick Hutto/Sue Reel who birded Sleven's 
Island; Vick Applegate who birded the State Nursery and 
Tower St. Open Space; Matt Larson who birded west of 
the airport; Joy Earls who birded along Snowdrift; and the 
author, who birded Grant Creek. The Count ended with a 
potluck at the author's home. Rosie Costain, a UM 
student and Montana Public Radio reporter, did a very 
nice story on our CBC.  She joined Paul Loehnen's group 
at Council Grove and Kona Ranch, met with Carol Brett 
who was a feeder watcher and attended our potluck. My 
thanks to everyone who made it a successful Count. 

 

Missoula Christmas Bird Count 2018 

 

Great Blue Heron 30 Ruffed Grouse 4 Pygmy Nuthatch 40 

Canada Goose 1185 Wild Turkey 93 Brown Creeper 6 

Green-winged Teal 26 American Coot 2 Pacific Wren 5 

Mallard 864 Killdeer 17 Marsh Wren 3 

Northern Pintail 10 Wilson's Snipe 8 American Dipper 6 

Northern Shoveler 1 Rock Pigeon 797 Golden-crowned Kinglet 39 

Gadwall 1 Eurasian-collared Dove 385 Townsend's Solitaire 27 

American Wigeon 44 Mourning Dove 16 American Robin 162 

Redhead 5 Great Horned Owl 13 Hermit Thrush 1 

Ring-necked Duck 22 Northern Pygmy-Owl 1 Bohemian Waxwing 10 

Lesser Scaup 2 Great Gray Owl 1 Cedar Waxwing 58 

Common Goldeneye 110 Long-eared Owl 42 Northern Shrike 2 

Barrow's Goldeneye 2 Northern Saw-whet Owl 2 European Starling 294 

Bufflehead 20 Belted Kingfisher 28 Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 

Hooded Merganser 23 Downy Woodpecker 33 Spotted Towhee 1 

Common Merganser 22 Hairy Woodpecker 27 American Tree Sparrow 14 

Bald Eagle 51 Northern Flicker181 Song Sparrow 56 

Golden Eagle 1 Pileated Woodpecker 16 Swamp Sparrow 2 

Northern Harrier 3 Gray Jay 1 White-throated Sparrow 2 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 Steller's Jay 8 White-crowned Sparrow 2 

Cooper's Hawk 2 Blue Jay 1 Dark-eyed Junco 329 

Northern Goshawk 1 Clark's Nutcracker 6 Red-winged Blackbird 20 

Red-tailed Hawk 73 Black-billed Magpie 306 Western Meadowlark CW 

Rough-legged Hawk 38 American Crow 161 House Finch 393 

American Kestrel 9 Common Raven 208 Red Crossbill 66 

Merlin 3 Black-capped Chickadee 475 White-winged Crossbill 1 

Prairie Falcon 1 Mountain Chickadee 61 Pine Siskin 15 

Gray Partridge 8 Red-breasted Nuthatch 171 American Goldfinch 123 

Ring-necked Pheasant 24 White-breasted Nuthatch 34 House Sparrow 554 

   

 86 Species 7982 Birds 
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Fort Peck Lake  
Photo by John Lambing  

Montana Audubon Announces 
Wings Across the Big Sky Bird Festival 2019 
 
Montana Audubon will host its 20th annual Wings Across 
the Big Sky bird festival at the Cottonwood Inn, in 
Glasgow on June 7th-9th, 2019. This longstanding, 
community event celebrates Montana’s native bird 
species and draws hundreds of wildlife enthusiasts from 
across the state and beyond. For 2019, the festival lead 
sponsor is American Prairie Reserve (APR). 
 
Numerous field trips are in the works that highlight the 
remarkable grassland habitats of Montana’s highline. The 
keynote address will be presented on Friday evening by 
Sean Gerrity, American Prairie Reserve founder, who will 
discuss the importance of the project to Montana’s 
grassland birds and other species. Additional speakers 
will discuss conservation issues affecting this ecologically 
unique region. Native prairies are some of the most 
threatened habitats on earth: in North America, just over 
one-percent remains undeveloped. Montana’s glaciated 
plains landscape contains large areas of intact grasslands 
along with the stunning and fragile birdlife these habitats 
support. Montana Audubon is proud to host its 20th bird 
festival in this beautiful, wildlife-rich area of our state. 
 
There are many other fun activities to choose from at 
Wings Across the Big Sky, including a Saturday evening 
banquet, Montana Audubon’s annual conservation 
awards, “Nature Adventure Tour” silent auction, “Cakes 
for Conservation” fundraiser and more. For more 
information, please visit the “Outreach” section of 
Montana Audubon’s website at www.mtaudubon.org or 
call (406) 443-3949. 
 

  

Workshop for Beginning & Intermediate Birders  
By Larry Weeks 
 
The Five Valleys Audubon Society will offer a workshop 
for beginning and intermediate birders.  This workshop 
should appeal to birders just getting started and to 
birders who want to improve their identification skills.  It 
will consist of four classroom sessions and one field trip.  
The classroom sessions are scheduled for Thursdays on 
April 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th and will be held at the 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Office at 3201 Spurgin Road.  They 
will start at 7:00 pm and last until 9:30 pm.  The program 
will include a full session on hawks, eagles and owls, and 
30 to 60 minute sessions on bird anatomy, migration, 
waterfowl, woodpeckers, shorebirds, warblers, sparrows, 
and birding-by-ear.  The field trip will be held on May 4th.  
There will be a $35 charge for the workshop.  To sign up, 
contact Larry Weeks at 549-5632 (540-3064 cell) or 
bwsgenea@gmail.com. 
 
Community Naturalist Program  
By Larry Weeks 
 
The 2017-18 Community Naturalist Program (CNP) 
included 46 programs, which are summarized in the 
attached Program Summary.  These programs reached 
896 students and 255 adults.  The major aspect of the 
CNP educational effort was making one-hour bird 
presentations to 3rd, 4th and 5th grade classes.  The fire 
ecology program was presented to the 3rd grade class at 
St. Joseph School for the 14th consecutive year.  This 
program included 3 classroom presentations and a field 
trip to the Black Cat Fire near Frenchtown.  The classroom 
presentations included tree ID, roots of plants and felt 
board stories about a creepy crawler fire and a roaring 
tree top fire.  The field trip illustrated the impact of fires, 
the regrowth from plant roots, the role of wood-boring 
and bark beetles, and bird behavior.  The field trip also 
included a Little Professor hike and fire scavenger hunt.  
An advanced birding workshop was held which included 7 
classroom sessions on different bird groups.  Seventy 
people attended one or more sessions.  A MOLLI Class 
was given for beginning birders which included 3 field 
trips; Metcalf NWR, Pattee Canyon and Erskine Fishing 
Access.  I was assisted by Ginny Fay. 
 
Revenue generated from CNP programs included: 
 
Walmart Grant for Audubon Adventures $500 
National Audubon Collaborative Grant             $200 
Advanced Birding Workshop                           $2330 
MOLLI Class                                                   $1200 
 
Total                                                                $4230 

http://www.mtaudubon.org/
mailto:bwsgenea@gmail.com
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Community Naturalist Program Summary 

CNP Coordinator – Larry Weeks, Five Valleys Audubon Society 

Period of Report – July 1,2017 thru December 31, 2018 
Date  Audience Program # Students # Adults 

06/17/17  Brian Morgan birding field trip   1 

08/16/17  Southside Lions bird presentation  9 

09/15/17  3
rd

 grade – Bonneer bird presentation 35 2 

09/15/17  4
th

 grade – Bonner bird presentation 44 2 

09/19/17  3
rd

 grade – Target Range bird presentation 33 1 

09/20/17  3
rd

 grade – Target Range bird presentation 33 1 

09/22/17  3rd/4
th

 grades – DeSmet bird presentation 17 3 

11/15/17  4
th

 grades – Hawthorne 2 bird presentations 50 2 

11/16/17  4
th

 grade – Hawthorne bird presentation 27 2 

02/22/18  advanced birding workshop raptors  42 

03/01/18  advanced birding workshop shorebirds  21 

03/08/18  advanced birding workshop owls  30 

03/15/18  advanced birding workshop sparrows  18 

03/22/18  advanced birding workshop gulls  11 

03/23/18  4
th

 grades – Paxson 2 bird presentations 51 4 

03/29/18  advanced birding workshop flycatchers  19 

04/05/18  advanced birding workshop forest birds  24 

04/10/18  3
rd

 grade – Lewis & Clark bird presentation 20 1 

04/10/18  4
th

 grades – Chief Charlo bird presentation 51 3 

04/13/18  5
th

 grades – Lowell 2 bird presentations 37 2 

04/20/18  3
rd

 grade – St. Joseph bird presentation 20 1 

04/26/18  5th/6
th

 grades – Sussex bird presentation 26 2 

05/07/18  5
th

 grade – Target Range bird presentation 22 1 

05/08/18  5
th

 grade – Target Range bird presentation 21 1 

05/09/18  5
th

 grade – Target Range bird presentation 20 1 

05/15/18  3
rd

 grade – St. Joseph mystery trees 18 1 

05/15/18  3
rd

 grade – St. Joseph buried treasure 18 1 

05/16/18  3
rd

 grade – St. Joseph storytime 20 1 

05/18/18  3
rd

 grade – St. Joseph fire ecology field trip 18 5 

06/04/18  MOLLI  class field trip – Metcalf  9 

06/05/18  MOLLI class field trip – Pattee Canyon  8 

06/06/18  MOLLI class field trip – Erskine  6 

06/23/18  grand opening Milltown owl skins   

09/19/18  2nd/3
rd

 grades – DeSmet bird presentation 25 3 

09/21/18  3
rd

 grades – Target Range bird presentation 65 4 

09/24/18  3rd/4
th

 grades – Sussex bird presentation 21 3 

09/27/18  4
th

 grades – Hawthorne 2 bird presentations 45 2 

09/28/18  4
th

 grade – Hawthorne bird presentation 21 1 

10/01/18  3
rd

 grades – Bonner bird presentation 28 1 

10/01/18  4
th

 grades – Bonner bird presentation 35 3 

10/12/18  3
rd

 grades – Lewis & Clark 2 bird presentations 75 3 

      

   Totals 896 255 
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Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards 
By Bill Gabriel 
 
In 1976 Professor Philip L. Wright gathered several U of M 
professors, students, and a few other birders to found 
the Five Valleys Audubon Society. Among the chapter’s 
goals was: “To promote research on wildlife and other 
natural resources.” Accordingly, in 1981 FVAS announced 
a program of Study Grant Awards that granted a total of 
$700 to 3 University of Montana graduate students. The 
$700 came from the FVAS operating budget, and Jim 
Brown remembers sitting on the Board and wondering if 
such expenditures would bankrupt the chapter.  
 
In 1984 FVAS revised the Study Grant program, renamed 
it Field Biology Research Awards, announced the program 
in the chapter newsletter, and continued to fund awards 
from the annual budget. From 1984 through 1991 a total 
of $1,900 was awarded to 9 students.  
 
In 1992, that program was in turn replaced by the Philip 
L. Wright Research Award program. From 1992 through 
1998, 12 students received awards totaling $3,641.50, all 
from the FVAS annual budget.  
 
An Endowment to fund the Awards 
Professor Philip L. Wright died in 1997, and in 1998 the 
FVAS Board of Directors decided to establish an 
endowment in his name to provide ongoing funding for 
the small research grants that had been funded year to 
year from the FVAS operating budget. The goal was to 
raise $20,000 for the endowment, and to use the annual 
income from that for the awards. We have succeeded 
beyond all expectations, and now, 21 years later, and 
despite a down market in 2018, the Philip L. Wright 
Endowment amounts to $80,234 while having awarded 
$39,043 to 64 students in grants of $150 to $1,180. Our 
management rules permit 4% of the year-end value to be 
used for research awards the following year. That will be 
$3,209 for 2019.  
 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) for 2019 has been 
distributed within U of M, proposals are due March 21st, 
and awards will be made early in April.  
 
And now The Pitch 
If you would like to help this fund grow, and support 
more student research, turn to the membership 
application near the end of this newsletter. The fourth 
item on the left is for “Philip L. Wright Fund, small grants 
for student research.” Write in the amount of your 
contribution, put Philip L. Wright Fund on the memo line 
of your check, and send it to FVAS, P.O. Box 8425, 
Missoula, MT, 59807.  Thank you.  

Request for Proposals 
Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards 
 
The Five Valleys Audubon Society will once again offer 
the Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards for 
students undertaking research in the fields of ecology, 
wildlife biology, animal behavior, environmental biology, 
and conservation biology. Grants ranging from $200 to 
$1,200, will be awarded to high school and university 
students. Preference is given to small projects to be 
completed in a few months. Accordingly, PhD research is 
excluded. Eligible expenses include 1) direct costs of 
travel, meals, and lodging; 2) consumable supplies and 
services used for the sole purpose of the project. Non-
eligible expenses include wages and durable equipment 
(like binoculars), with a life longer than the project. 
Interested UM students should consult with Dr. Chad 
Bishop, Wildlife Biology Program, about the content of 
their application.  
 
To apply, submit a proposal in the following format: 

I. Title of proposed research. Date of proposal. 
II. Name of applicant, a proper mail address and 

phone number (not a university department), and 
e-mail address. 

III. Institution and status of the applicant (e.g. 
sophomore at the University of Montana, junior 
at Hellgate High, etc.) 

IV. Body of proposal (no more than 3 pages) 
a) Statement of the problem or the question to 

be addressed (2-3 sentences). 
b) Introduction and background (1/2 page). 
c) Purpose of the research (1-3 sentences). 
d) Significance of the research (1/2  page). 
e) Methods and time frame (1/2 to 1 page). 
f) Anticipated results (1/2 page). 
g) Budget and Justification (1/2 page). 
h) Current and/or anticipated funding requested 

by applicant (1-2 sentences). 
V. Name, address, and phone number of an 

academic reference (ex. teacher or professor). 
VI. Brief résumé (no more than 1/2 to 2/3 page) with 

name of applicant, address, phone, and e-mail. 
 
Award recipients will be expected to write a brief 
research summary and present at a meeting of the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society early in 2020. 
 
Applications are due by 5pm, March 21, 2019, and 
awards will be announced in April. Please submit 
applications to Lisa Formanik at Franke College of 
Forestry and Conservation, FOR 109, 32 Campus Drive, 
Missoula, MT 59812, or lisa.formanik@umontana.edu.

mailto:lisa.formanik@umontana.edu
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Thanks & Welcome to Our New Members:  
 
Loren Barker Dianne Barnes Cheryl Belcourt 
Germaine Conrad Jim Cusker Linda Emens 
Sally Friou Melissa Hartigan Robert M. Knight 
Vanessa Mason Carol McQuade Susan Roy 
William Sebern Minie Smith Clare Wood 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer 
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  
 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join 

 

 

$_______$15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. 
 
 
$_______$25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.        
 
 
$_______ General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,  
                   education and outreach. 
 
$_______ Philip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 
 
 

$_______ Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird  
                   habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.  
 
$________Total contribution 
 
 
_________ Volunteer - Please contact me. I would like to know  
                     more about how I may help birds and FVAS. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS).  FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to 
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership.  All NAS members become members of FVAS.  A third organization, Montana Audubon (MA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.  
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization.  Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

 

 

Five Valleys Audubon thanks those of you who renewed your membership this past month. If you signed up for email 
delivery, but instead received a hard copy of the newsletter, the email address you provided has been returned as 
undeliverable. If you want to continue receiving the newsletter via email, please send me a corrected address.       
      
We encourage chapter members to receive newsletters using the email option. This conserves resources and saves 
chapter expenses. If you have any changes or questions regarding your newsletter preferences, please contact the 
Membership Chair, Poody McLaughlin at pmcregan@bresnan.net.  

http://fvaudubon.org/join
https://action.audubon.org/donate/chapter-membership?chapter=N53
http://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:pmcregan@bresnan.net
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