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February 2020 

              Birding Observer 

     

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

 Monday, February 3rd, 6:45-8:45pm: The Five 
Valleys Audubon Society Board Meeting will be 
held in the Small Meeting room of the Missoula 
Public Library.  Meetings are free and open to the 
public, where Chapter business is discussed.  

 Monday, February 10th, 7pm: Neil Chaput de 
Saintonge, professional photographer and owner of 
Rocky Mountain 
School of 
Photography, will 
present on bird 
photography at our 
February meeting, in 
room 123 of the 
Gallagher Business 
Building at UM.   

 Saturday, February 15th: The deadline for the 
March 2020 edition of the Birding Observer.     

 Saturday, February 15th: Beginning bird walk at the 
Lee Metcalf NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field 
trip leader at the Refuge Visitor's Center. Please 
note that the Visitor's Center is not open on 
weekends, but there is an outhouse available at the 
Wildlife Viewing Area.    

 Saturday, February 22nd: All-day field trip to the 
Mission Valley.  Meet in the northwest corner of 
the Adams Center parking lot at 7:50 am or the 
Cenex Station in Ronan at 9:00 am. 

 
 

What’s New in Bird Photography? 
 
Join us at 7pm on February 10th to hear Neil Chaput de 
Saintonge, photographer and owner of Rocky Mountain 
School of Photography, talk about bird photography.  
 
Throughout Neil’s 50 years of being a professional 
photographer, he wanted to photograph birds. But the 
cost of equipment was always in the $10k-$15k range. In 
just the last few years, bird photography has become 
much less expensive and easier to do. Today you can buy 
professional gear for under $4,000, and very good 
amateur gear for under $1,000.   
  
Neil will tell us about the newest gear in three price 
ranges.  He will also show us how the exact same gear 
can be used for macro (close-up) photography for insects 
and flowers, while still hand-holding every photo. He will 
show examples of hand-held photos with equivalent 
800mm and 600mm lenses, with shutter speeds as slow 
as 1/15th of a second. On a still bird you can get every 
feather sharp. Neil will have handouts for us listing a 
variety of cameras and lenses. For many of you, this could 
open up a whole new hobby that is easy to learn. 
  
Neil has taught photography for almost 50 years, to over 
20,000 students. In that time, he has taught classes and 
workshops in the United States, Canada and New 
Zealand. He is well-known for his enthusiasm, technical 
knowledge and love of teaching. In 1973, Neil studied 
under Ansel Adams. Neil’s photography interests include 
birds, ballet, documentary, people, landscape and fine 
art. In 1979, Neil founded the Southeastern Center for 
the Arts in Atlanta, Georgia, a two-year school that 
trained students for careers in graphic arts and 
photography. After vacationing in Montana in 1988, Neil 
and his wife Jeanne moved to Missoula and started Rocky 
Mountain School of Photography.  
  
Our meeting will be held in Room 123 of the Gallagher 
Business Building on the University of Montana campus.   
  

FIELD TRIP to Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge 
June 12-14, 2020 

  
This field trip is popular! It is limited to 14 participants 
and 13 folks have already signed up. However, we are 
taking a waiting list of up to 5 people. Sign up by 
contacting our Treasurer, Jean (at 406-396-1171 or 
treasurer@FVAudubon.org) ASAP if you are interested. 
  

**See January newsletter for details. 

mailto:treasurer@FVAudubon.org
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Peeps from the Board: Why Birds Matter 
By Jim Brown 
 

Why do birds matter? I have 
been pondering that lately 
after reading an essay by 
Jonathan Franzen (2018) that 
took me back to when I first 
started birding, 65 or so years 
ago. Birders then were known 
as little old ladies in tennis 
shoes. As a teenaged boy, my 
peers would give me this 

"strange thing to do look". But, I had discovered the 
excitement of finding new creatures that share my world. 
Birds were more than just hawks and sparrows. I knew 
then that the little old ladies were not just hiking around 
and gossiping. We shared an excitement from identifying 
birds and learning about where they lived and what they 
were doing. Discovering new birds was part of the thrill 
and still is today, but as the years passed, my interest has 
turned more to observing and learning about the amazing 
diversity of birds and why they exist as species. 
 
The amazing thing about birds is that they have evolved 
into a remarkable diversity of forms allowing them to 
occupy every environmental niche in the world. They 
range in size from the tiny hummingbirds weighing less 
than one-tenth of an ounce to the 9-foot tall ostrich 
weighing up to 250 pounds. Their bills range from being 
short and narrow for eating small insects to the pelican's 
huge bill used to capture fish. Many shorebirds have long 
bills ending in nerve sensitive tips for probing deep into 
the mud and locating food. Colors can be bright and 
showy as shown by tanagers and orioles or camouflaged 
to match their environment. 
 
Their behavior varies in fascinating ways as well. Some 
birds are highly social, such as the Snow Goose and House 
Sparrow usually seen in flocks. Some such as the Solitary 
Sandpiper are usually seen alone. Dippers walk under 
water and loons dive deep to find fish. Swallows fly 
continually to catch small insects in the air. Woodpeckers 
drill into tree trunks and flake off bark to find their food. 
Peregrine Falcons can dive at speeds over 200 mph to 
knock out and capture their prey. Vultures and eagles 
ride thermals high in the sky and with binocular vision 
spot their prey. Ruffed Grouse explode from the ground 
and fly through dense vegetation without crashing. Some 
shorebirds and terns fly thousands of miles each year 
between wintering and breeding areas. For example, the 
Bar-tailed Godwit is known to fly nonstop over 7,000 
miles between New Zealand and Alaska in nine days, 

while alternately sleeping half their brain at a time.  
 
Birds are far more intelligent than ever imagined in how 
they communicate vocally, navigate enormous distances, 
interact socially and solve problems. Many songbirds, 
thrushes, warblers and vireos for example, seem to sing 
almost endlessly during the breeding season as a way to 
claim their territory and prove their fitness for breeding. 
Migrating birds continually communicate apparently to 
help coordinate their movements. The chickadee has an 
elaborate language for communication among 
themselves to maintain their social order and to warn 
others of the kind and seriousness of nearby predators. 
Another amazing mental feat is the ability of many birds 
to form maps and navigate. It is not just instinct; it 
involves cognitive skills such as keeping track of one's 
position, calculating distances, approximating spatial 
relations and decision making, which are all difficult tasks 
for mammals including humans. The African Grey Parrot 
has been shown to have cognitive ability of a 4-6 year old 

child and can learn over 
100 words. Most 
amazingly perhaps is the 
ability of birds to fly, 
something humans have 

always wanted to do to see 
what all is happening below 
them or to escape quickly to 
somewhere else.  

 
Even with their amazing variety of skills and abilities, 
there is still one ability humans have that birds do not 
and that is to manage their environment. They cannot 
protect vital wetlands and sustain important fisheries. 
Their skills and abilities have served them well for millions 
of years. But now humans are changing the planet and 
taking away much of their environment. A recent report 
in the Journal of Science based on analysis of large data 
sets from more than 10 sources shows a 30% reduction in 
most bird species in North America over the past 50 
years. This is sending a powerful message about the 
impact of humans on the environment. It is certainly a 
wakeup call for action that will address climate change, 
use of pesticides and other pollutants, and importantly 
the need to protect critical bird habitats. As Jonathan 
Franzen said, birds are our last, best connection to the 
natural world that is otherwise receding. Don't we have a 
responsibility to see that all species have a chance to 
survive? I believe that we need to aggressively deal with 
the impacts of humans on the environment to bring 
about a sustainable way of living so that all forms of life 
can exist. The little old ladies knew what was important--
we need to take heed and act. 
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Missoula Christmas Bird Count Summary 
By Larry Weeks 
 
The Missoula CBC was held on December 14, 2019.  There were 89 participants in the field and 19 feeder watchers.  We 
identified 82 species and 7356 total birds on Count Day and had one *Count Week bird.  Will McDowell's group had the 
only Pied-billed Grebe at McCauley Butte.  Jim Brown's group had the only Northern Pintail and Marsh Wren in the Grass 
Valley area.  Rose Leach's group had the only Gadwall and American Wigeon along Mullan Road.  Poody McLaughlin and Joe 
Regan's group had the only Ring-necked Ducks, Barrow's Goldeneyes, Northern Pygmy Owl, and Northern Saw-whet Owl on 
Kelly Island.  Brian Williams' group had the only Golden Eagles and Ruffed Grouse on the Stewart Peak trail.  Scott 
Hampton's group had the only Cooper's Hawk in the Rattlesnake Greenway.  Dick Hutto and Sue Reel had the only 
Peregrine Falcon at Sleven's Island.  Joy Earls had the only Gray Partridge on Snowdrift Lane.  Cory DeStein, who was not 
part of the organized CBC, found the only Barred Owl at Maclay Flat and posted a photo on Facebook.  Orville Daniels had 
the only Western Screech Owl which roosted in his barn near the Maclay Bridge.  The feeder watchers also contributed to 
the species list.  Kay Lambert had the only Clark's Nutcrackers, Sue Reel had the only Harris' Sparrow at Hedwig Wright's 
feeder, and Stan Senner had the only Cassin's Finches.  Other leaders included Terry Toppins who birded the Big Flat, Paul 
Hendricks who birded Marshall Canyon to Woods Gulch, Robin Anderson who birded Greenough Park and the U of M, Jim 
Sparks who birded the Kim Williams trail and the upper Clark Fork, Vick Applegate who birded the State Nursery and the 
Tower St. Open Space, Denver Holt who birded west of the airport, Boo Curry who birded Council Grove and the Kona 
Ranch, Steve Flood who birded LaValle Creek, Cole Wolf who hiked 13.5 miles in Pattee Canyon, Cindy Swidler who birded 
between Kelly Island and Mullan Road, and the author who birded Maclay Flat and Grant Creek.  Other interesting birds 
included 3 Northern Goshawks, 2 Prairie Falcons, 25 Long-eared Owls, 28 Blue Jays, and 3 White-throated Sparrows.  The 
Count ended with a potluck at the author's home.  My thanks to everyone who made it a successful Count.   

 

Missoula Christmas Bird Count 2019  
Pied-billed Grebe 1 Ruffed Grouse 2 Pygmy Nuthatch 12  

Great Blue Heron 30 Wild Turkey 119 Brown Creeper 14  

Canada Goose 602 Killdeer 13 Pacific Wren 2  

Green-winged Teal 30 Wilson's Snipe 6 Marsh Wren 5  

Mallard 702 Rock Pigeon 1147 American Dipper 5  

Northern Pintail 2 Eurasian-collared Dove 343 Golden-crowned Kinglet 11  
* Note: Birds seen 
during the 3 days 
before or after 
your count day, 
but NOT on our 
official count day 
are recorded in our 
checklist as "count 
week" or “cw”. 

Gadwall 2 Mourning Dove 16 Ruby-crowned Kinglet count week 

American Wigeon 2 Western Screech Owl 1 Townsend's Solitaire 37 

Ring-necked Duck 3 Great Horned Owl 20 American Robin 6 

Common Goldeneye 163 Northern Pygmy Owl 1 Bohemian Waxwing 56 

Barrow's Goldeneye 8 Barred Owl 1 Cedar Waxwing 218 

Bufflehead 21 Long-eared Owl 25 Northern Shrike 4 

Hooded Merganser 17 Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 European Starling 114 

Common Merganser 72 Belted Kingfisher 11 American Tree Sparrow 80 

Bald Eagle 26 Downy Woodpecker 36 Song Sparrow 69 

Golden Eagle 2 Hairy Woodpecker 23 White-throated Sparrow 3  

Northern Harrier 30 Northern Flicker 161 Harris' Sparrow 1  

Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 Pileated Woodpecker 12 Dark-eyed Junco 293  

Cooper's Hawk 1 Steller's Jay 17 Red-winged Blackbird 75  

Northern Goshawk 3 Blue Jay 28 Pine Grosbeak 19  

Red-tailed Hawk 123 Clark's Nutcracker 4 Cassin's Finch 2  

Rough-legged Hawk 16 Black-billed Magpie 297 House Finch 298  

American Kestrel 5 American Crow 85 Red Crossbill 37  

Merlin 3 Common Raven 225 Pine Siskin 21  

Peregrine Falcon 1 Black-capped Chickadee 249 American Goldfinch 147  

Prairie Falcon 2 Mountain Chickadee 79 Evening Grosbeak 50  

Gray Partridge 14 Red-breasted Nuthatch 106 House Sparrow 506  

Ring-necked Pheasant 13 White-breasted Nuthatch 28   

 Total Birds: 7,356 Total Species: 82  
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Community Naturalist Program  
By Larry Weeks 
 
The 2019 Community Naturalist Program (CNP) included 31 programs which are summarized in the attached Program 
Summary.  These programs reached 609 students and 234 adults.  The major aspect of the CNP educational effort was 
making one-hour bird presentations to the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade classes.  The fire ecology program was presented to the 
3rd grade classes at St. Joseph School for the 15th consecutive year.  The 2019 field trip was to the Lolo Peak Fire via the Elk 
Meadows Road.  Linda Pilsworth assisted me on the fire ecology field trip. 
 
A beginning/intermediate birding workshop was held which included 4 classroom sessions and a field trip to the Lee 
Metcalf NWR.  Forty people attended the workshop which raised $1185 for the Chapter. 
 
Ginny Fay and the author teamed up for a MOLLI class for beginning birders, which included 3 field trips: Metcalf, Maclay 
Flat and Erskine Fishing Access.  This class raised $1,200 for the Chapter. 
 

 
 
  

Community Naturalist Program Summary 
CNP Coordinator – Larry Weeks, Five Valleys Audubon Society 

Period of report – 2019 
       
Date  Audience  Program Students Adults 

02/19/19  4
th
 grades – Paxson  3 bird presentations 76 4 

04/04/19  birding workshop  bird ID class  34 

04/11/19  birding workshop  bird ID class  30 

04/13/19  Wildlife Film Festival  displayed owls   
04/14/19  Wildlife Film Festival- Roxy  displayed birds   
04/18/19  birding workshop  bird ID class  28 

04/22/19  5
th
 grade – Target Range  bird presentation 20 1 

04/23/19  5
th
 grade – Target Range  bird presentation 17 1 

04/24/19  5
th
 grade – Target Range  bird presentation 19 1 

04/25/19  birding workshop  bird ID class  23 

05/04/19  birding workshop  field trip – Metcalf  13 

05/10/19  3
rd

 grades – St. Joseph  bird presentation 34 2 

05/14/19  4
th
 grades – Chief Charlo  2 bird presentations 78 4 

05/15/19  3
rd

 grades – St. Joseph  mystery trees/buried 
treasure 

33 2 

05/16/19  3
rd

 grades – St. Joseph  storytime 34 2 

05/17/19  3
rd

 grades – St. Joseph  fire ecology field trip 33 6 

06/04/19  3
rd

 grades – Target Range  field trip – Maclay Flat 64 15 

06/10/19  MOLLI Class   field trip – Metcalf  14 

06/11/19  MOLLI Class   field trip – Maclay Flat  14 

06/12/19  MOLLI Class   field trip – Erskine  12 

06/17/19  William Kearns  bird presentation 3 2 

09/18/19  Southside Lions  bird presentation  14 

09/19/19  3
rd

 grade – Bonner  bird presentation 15 1 

09/19/19  4
th
 grades – Bonner  bird presentation 33 2 

09/23/19  2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th
 grades – DeSmet  bird presentation 35 4 

10/14/19  3
rd

 grades – Target Range  bird presentation 65 3 

11/26/19  4
th
 grades – Hawthorne  2 bird presentations 50 2 

       

    Totals 609 234 
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Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards 
By Bill Gabriel 
 
In 1976 Professor Philip L. Wright gathered several U of M 
professors, students, and a few other birders to found 
the Five Valleys Audubon Society. Among the chapter’s 
goals was: “To promote research on wildlife and other 
natural resources.” Accordingly, in 1981 FVAS announced 
a program of Study Grant Awards that granted a total of 
$700 to 3 University of Montana graduate students. The 
$700 came from the FVAS operating budget, and Jim 
Brown remembers sitting on the Board and wondering if 
such expenditures would bankrupt the chapter.  
 
In 1984 FVAS revised the Study Grant program, renamed 
it Field Biology Research Awards, announced the program 
in the chapter newsletter, and continued to fund awards 
from the annual budget. From 1984 through 1991 a total 
of $1,900 was awarded to 9 students.  
 
In 1992, that program was in turn replaced by the Philip 
L. Wright Research Award program. From 1992 through 
1998, 12 students received awards totaling $3,641.50, all 
from the FVAS annual budget. 
 

An Endowment to Fund the Awards 
 
Professor Philip L. Wright died in 1997, and in 1998 the 
FVAS Board of Directors decided to establish an 
endowment in his name to provide ongoing funding for 
the small research grants that had been funded year to 
year from the FVAS operating budget. The goal was to 
raise $20,000 for the endowment, and to use the annual 
income from that for the awards. We have succeeded 
beyond all expectations, and now, 22 years later, the 

Philip L. Wright Endowment amounts to 
$92,208 and we have awarded $39, 969 to 65 
students in grants of $150 to $1,200. Our 
management rules permit 4% of the year-end 
value to be used for research awards the 
following year. That will be $3,688 for 2020. 

 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) for 2020 has been 
distributed within U of M, proposals will be due near the 
end of March, and awards will be made early in April. 
 
And now The Pitch - If you would like to help this fund 
grow, and support more student research, turn to the 
membership application near the end of this newsletter. 
The fourth item on the left is for “Philip L. Wright Fund.” 
Write in the amount of your contribution, put Philip L. 
Wright Fund on the memo line of your check, and send it 
to FVAS, P.O. Box 8425, Missoula, MT, 59807. 

Advanced Birding Workshop  
By Larry Weeks 
 
An advanced birding workshop is scheduled for February, 
March and April 2020 that will include seven sessions on 
Thursday evenings from 7:00-9:30 pm at the Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Regional Office at 3201 Spurgin Road, Missoula.  
Each session will be devoted to one bird group.  The date, 
subject and presenter of each session are as follows: 
 
Date                      Bird Group            Presenter 
Feb 20                   Gulls                           Dan Casey 
Feb 27                   Owls                           Matt Larson 
Mar 12                  Flycatchers            Steve Flood 
Mar 19                  Shorebirds             Jim Brown 
Mar 26                  Sparrows Larry Weeks 
Apr 2                     Forest birds Jim Sparks 
Apr 9                     Raptors                       Larry Weeks 
 
A person may decide to 
attend a single session, 
any combination of 
sessions or all seven.  The 
cost will be $15 per 
session or $70 for all 
seven.  To sign up, please 
contact Larry Weeks at 
549-5632 or 
bwsgenea@gmail.com. 
 

Wings Across the Big Sky Bird Festival 
By Norane Freistadt, Montana Audubon 
 
Montana Audubon will host its 21st annual Wings Across 
the Big Sky bird festival at the Yogo Inn, in Lewistown on 
June 5th – 7th, 2020! This longstanding event rotates 
around the state each year and celebrates Montana’s 
native bird species, typically drawing hundreds of wildlife 
enthusiasts from across the state and beyond. Front and 
center will be two days of field trips to destinations in 
stunning Central Montana, along with traditional festival 
on-site activities such as our Friday keynote speaker, 
interactive Saturday afternoon presentations, Montana 
Audubon Conservation Awards, Cakes for Conservation 
auction and more. 
 
NEW THIS YEAR! We are excited to announce an optional, 
pre-festival grassland science conference Thursday and 
Friday, June 4th and 5th, also to be held at the Yogo Inn. 
More information will be forthcoming as planning 
proceeds. Visit Montana Audubon’s website 
(www.mtaudubon.org), or call 406-443-3949. 
  

mailto:bwsgenea@gmail.com
http://www.mtaudubon.org/
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A Chance for Citizens to Test the Scientists 
From Montana Audubon 
 
We all know climate is impacting birds. Scientists putting 
together National Audubon’s 2019 Survival by Degrees 
report showed us just how dramatic those impacts could 
be, and we saw that climate change could affect even our 
most common backyard birds. 
 
Nearly half of all U.S. bird species could struggle to adapt. 
 
Fortunately, there is a way you can help make sense of 
the changes around us. What’s even better is that you 
can help by watching birds. When you participate in 
National Audubon’s newest community science project, 
Climate Watch, you’ll give scientists vital data on how 
target species are faring in the 2020’s, information that 
will guide our most effective conservation work and 
annually test the predictions of the Survival By Degrees 
report. 
 
As we pilot this program we are looking to monitor 
nuthatches, bluebirds, and goldfinches. Surveys will 
include point-counts for target species (often just one-at-
a-time), and winter surveying takes place January 15 - 
February 15.  
 
Contact Amy Seaman, Director of Policy & Science; 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org, or Carmen Borchelt, Big Sky 
Watershed Corps; carmen@mtaudubon.org for more 
information. We will work directly with you to figure out 
the best survey location and to help get you out the door. 
 
We will post about our citizen science programs at:  
www.montanabirdsurveys.com. And you can learn more 
about Climate Watch here: 
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch  

A New “Jay” in Montana 
Reprinted from www.mtaudubon.org (Nov 2019) 
 
As time goes on and seasons change, new sights and 
sounds come along. You don’t have to look very hard to 
see this new visitor. Their beautiful blue, white, black, 
and gray color scheme is unmistakable and their nasally 
calls can be heard from far away distances. Previously 
known as an eastern backyard bird, the range of the Blue 
Jay is expanding northwest. 
 
The Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) population in North 
America consists of two segments, one being sedentary 
and one migratory. Perhaps the jays showing migratory 
behavior simply have an innate tendency to disperse 
after nesting season. Or perhaps they’re wandering out 
for food. (Stewart, 1982). The first step to answering 
these questions is to make observations and share them. 
Using eBird.org we can all track bird movements across 
the continent, including the movement of Blue Jays, 
providing scientists and the public with valuable 
information for answering questions about the 
abundance and distribution of birds. 
 
Looking at the Blue Jay’s eBird sighting map, we can see 
an expansion in their range since the early 2000’s. From 
these maps we can see a significant increase of Blue Jays 
in Montana, other NW states, and Canada. Although their 
conservation status is secure, it is fascinating to track 
Blue Jays as they venture into Montana over the course 
of just one lifetime. Tracking distribution patterns of 
species over time is extremely critical, since changes in 
bird occurrence can often be one of the first signals of 
widespread environmental or habitat changes. 
 
As of now, we haven’t seen any negative effects from the 
Blue Jay expansion into our North Western habitats, but 
it’s a good idea to keep an eye on these intelligent Jays to 
track potential impacts. It will be interesting to see how 
or if the Blue Jays interact with or displace other western 
species, especially species within the same Corvid family.  
 
It is important to have data in order to accurately answer 
questions like, which habitats are they attracted to, or 
which habitats are they avoiding and why? Together we 
can lessen the amount of time in between new birds 
arriving and the time it takes to record their arrival, 
collectively submitting a greater amount of recordings. 
 
We’re counting on you to track these wandering Blue Jays 
in your backyard, in the park, or during your afternoon 
walk. These jays can be seen in town, but will most likely 
be heard first! Submit any and all Blue Jay sightings to 
https://ebird.org/mt/home!  

http://www.montanabirdsurveys.com/
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch
http://www.mtaudubon.org/
https://ebird.org/mt/home
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Welcome New Members  
 
 

Audry & Michael Bechard 
 
Nan Christianson 
 
Chris & Pam Scranton 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer 
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  
 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join 

 

 

$_______$15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. 
 
 
$_______$25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.        
 
 
$_______ General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,  
                   education and outreach. 
 
$_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 
 
 

$_______ Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird  
                   habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.  
 
$________Total contribution 
 
 
_________ Volunteer - Please contact me. I would like to know  
                     more about how I may help birds and FVAS. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS).  FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to 
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership.  All NAS members become members of FVAS.  A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.  
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization.  Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

 

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society greatly appreciates those who renewed their membership this past month. We generally 

encourage members to receive their newsletter via email (to conserve resources and our expenses), which is the 

default mailing option if provided by new members. If you want to change how your newsletter is delivered or have 

any changes to your mailing preferences, please contact the Membership Chair, Poody McLaughlin, at 

pmcregan@bresnan.net.  

http://fvaudubon.org/join
https://action.audubon.org/donate/chapter-membership?chapter=N53
http://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:pmcregan@bresnan.net
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PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel 273-6880 biograf@earthlink.net 
Program Susie Wall  274-0548 susiewall2@gmail.com  
Publicity Cathy Nolan  canolan4@outlook.com    
Social Media  Thomas Kallmeyer  thomaskallmeyer@yahoo.com  
University Liaison Chad Bishop 243-4374  
Web Site Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com     
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Larry Berrin, Executive Director 
lberrin@mtaudubon.org 
 
David Cronenwett, Development Specialist 
david@mtaudubon.org  
 
Heather Bilden, Community Programs Lead     
hbilden@mtaudubon.org     
 
Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist 
cerickson@mtaudubon.org  
 
Norane Freistadt, Finance Director 
norane@mtaudubon.org           
 
Janet Johnston, Office Manager 
info@mtaudubon.org  
 
Amy Seaman, Conservation Program 
Manager 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Carolyn Sevier, MA Center Director 
csevier@mtaudubon.org 
 
Rachel Van Wingen, Board President  
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