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Peep from the Prez  by Paul Loehnen 
 
 
This is my first "Peeps from the Prez," and to be 
honest, I'm completely intimidated. I am new to 
this organization and when I look at my 
predecessors, I feel unqualified. I will be calling on 
many of you for guidance during my tenure.  
 
When I first joined the Five Valleys Audubon 
Society, I expected this organization to be 
dedicated solely to various aspects of bird-
watching. It soon became apparent that the work 
and goals of this organization are far more 
charitable, a package centered around education 
and as a result, conservation. Education of 
schoolchildren and their teachers with the Audubon 
Adventure Kits as well as various field trips and 
birding workshops, plant the seeds of lifelong 
appreciation of outdoor resources and the need for 
conservation. The Phil Wright Endowment Fund 
awards grants to some young aspiring scientists in 
the field of biological science. In addition, our 
monthly general meetings, open to the public, are 
invariably educational and stimulating. An 
outstanding example is the recent presentation by 
Steve Running, who recently shared the Nobel 
Prize. His presentation made global warming a local 
issue, explaining the ways in which life in Missoula 
both impacts global warming and how we might 
one day be impacted by global warming itself. I 
believe there is a growing awareness and 
momentum throughout our country and the world 
of the dire situation that faces the global 
environment, and I'm proud of the work Five 
Valleys Audubon Society has done in this regard. 
Enough soap box rhetoric. 
 
Recently my wife Beth and I returned from the trip 
of a lifetime: a birding safari in Kenya, Africa. A 

long exhausting flight took us via 
London to Nairobi, a city of three 
million people. It's a congested 
city with daunting traffic..... no 
rules, Darwin's "survival of the 
fittest" on wheels. Needless to 
say, we were driven everywhere. 
Our guide, a native Kenyan, was a 
contributor to the major East 

African Bird Guide, and his skills and 
knowledge in the field were 
astounding, extending beyond 
avifauna to butterflies, reptiles, and 
mammals. We traveled in a Land Rover  

 
 
 
over some terrible roads. Our group consisted of 
six people so we each had a window seat with an 
overhead hatch allowing us to stand if we wished. 
A lot of the touring was in game parks in which we 
were not allowed to leave the vehicle. On our first 
day, we visited the Nairobi National Park, only 
seven kilometers from downtown and covering 130 
square kilometers. In less than a day we saw over 
100 species of birds, including Common Ostrich, 
Helmeted Guineafowl, Crested Francolin, Yellow-
billed and Black Storks, Sacred and Hadada Ibises 
and a slew of raptors including Gabar Goshawk, 
Augar Buzzard, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Tawny Eagle, 
Booted Eagle and Long-crested Eagle. In addition 
we saw 15 mammals including the critically 
endangered Black Rhino, Cape Buffalo and Zebra. 
 
Beth and I were impressed with Kenya's people 
and their conservation ethic. Although Kenya is a 
third-world country, its people are friendly, helpful 
and easy going, but often concerned about the 
fragile nature of their natural heritage. As a result 
Kenya is one of the few African countries that has 
banned hunting of wildlife including birds. The 
country is not problem free of course. They are in 
the midst of a major drought, and there is 
extensive over-grazing and problems with poaching 
including unlawful wood harvesting in the Parks. 
 
We had a wonderful adventure over almost a 
month some of which I'll save for future Peeps. 
 
Birds at Smurfit-Stone   by Larry Weeks   
 
 
On Nov. 26th, I found a western grebe, 2 American 
pipits and a northern pygmy owl.  The pipits were 
foraging along the banks of the warm water ditch 
where the snow had melted.  On Nov. 28th, I found 
12 tundra swans, 1 adult trumpeter swan, 1 
northern shrike, 1 American tree sparrow, 
Bohemian waxwings, a Harlan’s red-tailed hawk, 
and the pipits.  The swans were in the warm water 
slough.  Eleven of the tundra swans were still 
present on Dec. 5th, and I also saw 1 ruddy duck.  
The adult trumpeter swan appeared again on Dec. 
12th but the tundra swans were absent.  I added 
Barrow’s goldeneye and found 21 wild turkeys.  
The accumulated bird list for the above 4 visits 
totaled 45 species. 
 



Bird Inventory Assists Conservation Easements      
By Larry Weeks 
 
 
During the 1990’s, the Five Valleys Audubon 
Society attempted to complete a bird atlas for the 
greater Missoula area to provide baseline data for 
land use decision-making.  Although the project 
was never completed, I surveyed the South Hills 
area to Miller Creek and the area along highway 93 
South to Lolo.  That data collected dust until the 
Five Valleys Land Trust (FVLT) put together two 
conservation easements on the 160 acre Rimel 
family property and the 466 acre Line family 
property on South Hills.  Gerhard Knudsen, who 
serves on the Open Space Advisory Committee, 
knew that I had bird data on the Line property 
because he had joined me on a field trip to the 
area on July 8, 2006.  During that field trip, we had 
an extensive discussion on the importance to 
preserve the Line property as open space.  Gerhard 
asked me for some bird information on the Line 
property, which I provided, and then FVLT 
contacted me about the bird information.  I met 
with Pelah Hoyt and gave her the results of my 
1997 bird survey on the line property and the 
adjacent Rimel/Hayden property.  When the public 
hearing on a resolution to expend $1,167,750 of 
the 2006 Open Space Bond proceeds towards the 
purchase of the Line and Rimel conservation 
easements was set for Nov. 26th, I was asked to 
make a statement about the importance of these 
properties to birds.  As I reexamined my data, I 
realized that I had made two bird surveys of these 
properties; one in June 1997 and another in June 
1998.  At the joint City Council and County 
Commissioners’ hearing, I presented (1) a 
summary of the two surveys on the Line Property 
which included the number of each bird species 
observed plus the additional species found on 6 
subsequent field trips (total of 61 species), (2) a 
summary of the two surveys on the Rimel/Hayden 
property which had 58 species, and (3) a table 
showing a total of 72 species found on all 3 
properties.  Species of conservation concern 
included Lewis’ woodpecker, which is on Audubon’s 
red watch-list, and Calliope hummingbird, 
Williamson’s sapsucker and olive-sided flycatcher, 
which are on Audubon’s yellow watch-list.  I also 
pointed out that the rock wren is an uncommon 
bird in the Missoula area that can consistently be 
found on the Line property.  A copy of all the data 
was provided to each member of the City Council  
 

 
 
and the County Commissioners.  On the basis of all 
the positive testimony presented at the hearing, 
the City Council voted unanimously to expend the 
funds for the conservation easements.  The County 
Commissioners will take formal action on this 
subject before the end of December. 
 
Field Trip   by Larry Weeks 
 
 
Sun., Dec. 2, ’07:  The weather was marginal when 
we gathered at the field house in a strong Hellgate 
wind.  The road report had snow packed roads up 
north and a snow storm was forecasted for later in 
the day.  In spite of the conditions, we decided to 
venture up to the Mission Valley for a day of 
birding.  With Jim Brown at the helm, we turned off 
of highway 93 at Nine Pipes and took the back 
roads up the valley to Polson and back.  The wind 
blew hard all day but fortunately, the temperature 
was above freezing.  The wind was out of the 
South and all of the East-West roads were drifting 
in with snow but nobody got stuck.  The vole 
population is down this year but we still found 
about 30 rough-legged hawks and 30 red-tailed 
hawks.  There were a lot of dark-phased red-tails 
and a couple of Harlan’s red-tails.  Other raptors 
included bald eagles, northern harriers, American 
kestrels, and 3 great horned owls.  Jim located the 
best bird of the day near the end of the trip.  It 
was a gray-crowned rosy finch that was with a 
flock of house sparrows.  It’s amazing to me how 
Jim was able to single out that rosy finch when the 
trees were being tossed around in the wind.  The 
other top bird for the trip was snow buntings which 
we found at 2 different locations.  The first sighting 
involved 2 snow buntings which were foraging in 
and along the road we were driving on and they 
allowed everyone a satisfying scope view.  The 
second time we found snow buntings, they were 
mixed in with a flock of about 100 horned larks 
where hay had been fed to cattle.  We found 6 
species of waterfowl which included Barrow’s 
goldeneye and large concentrations of mallards and 
Canada geese.  Other noteworthy birds included 
American tree sparrow, gray partridge, one 
American robin, and one Townsend’s solitaire.  
Fifteen people were on the field trip and we  
observed 30 bird species. 
  



Welcome New Members:      
 
Audrey-Michael Bechard Betty Ciross Coreen Faulkner  Sandy Finch 
Maureen Frolich Diane Gingerich Holly Jasperson  Sterling Miller 
John Pennington Sarah Schmill Jane Selvig 
 
Thanks to Our Returning Members:  
 
Janet Allison   Roy & Jody Anderson  Vick & Jean Applegate Bob Conway 
Barbara Farrell   Fred & Shirley Hager  Richard D. Hamma  Roger Hogen 
Linda Jensen   Carol Kinney   Rita Kniess Barkey  Zona Lindemann 
Miriam Morgan  Mr. Roy O’Conner  Tarn Ream   Cathy H. Ream 
Thomas Robinson  Sabrina Skinner 
 
Say What?    By Bill Gabriel 
 
 
Because many animals have been named for the person who collected the first specimens, or who first 
described them, and because Lewis and Clark were the first European-American collectors in this part of the 
world, you would think that many animals should be named after Lewis and Clark, but that is not so. 
Meriwether Lewis was a keen observer, wrote detailed notes of his observations, and apparently described 
seven or eight birds new to science, but he failed to publish his observations. The specimens Lewis collected 
were not well cared for after his return, only a few were turned over to taxonomists for identification, and all 
the type specimens of new species seem to have been misplaced or lost. Thus, except for a few specimens 
named and published by Wilson in 1811, the Lewis and Clark discoveries had to be rediscovered in later years. 
Only Lewis’s Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) and Clark’s Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) reminded us of 
those men until the western grebes were split to give us Clark’s Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii) a few years 
ago. 
 
In contrast, a long list of animals recall the travels of John Kirk Townsend and Thomas Nutall, both 
accomplished botanists and ornithologists—Nutall had just published the second volume of his Manual of the 
Ornithology of the United States and of Canada—when they crossed the continental divide in 1834 on the way 
to the Columbia River. 
 
Townsend’s Solitaire – Myadestes townsendii 
Townsend’s Warbler - Dendroica townsendii 
Townsend’s ground squirrel – Spermophilus townsendii 
Townsend’s chipmunk – Tamias townsendii 
Townsend’s pocket gopher – Thomomys townsendii 
Townsend’s vole – Microtus townsendii 
Townsend’s big-eared bat – Corynorhinus townsendii 
Townsend’s mole – Scapanus townsendii 
Whitetail jackrabbit – Lepus townsendii 
Nuttall’s Woodpecker – Picoides nuttallii 
Common Poorwill – Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 
Yellow-billed Magpie – Pica nuttalli 
Mountain cottontail - Sylvilagus nuttallii 
 
Like Lewis, Townsend and Nutall kept detailed journals of their observations but, unlike Lewis, they used the 
Linnaean system of binomial nomenclature and they published their findings. In taxonomy, as in much of 
science, priority of publication matters greatly. 
  

The deadline for submissions to the February edition of the Birding Observer is Friday, January 18th. 
Please send articles to the editor, Beverly, at <orthbev@hotmail.com>. 



 
Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding 
Observer and may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues remain entirely 
with the Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
Email (optional): ______________________ 
 
     
    [ ] $15 is enclosed for Chapter membership 
 
    [ ] An additional sum of _____________ is  
           also included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon 
Society, PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT  59807. 

 
Join The National Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National 
Audubon Society and my local Chapter. I will receive 
the Audubon magazine and the Birding Observer, as 
well as participate in all local Chapter activities. I 
understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
 
 
 [ ] $20 for an individual or family 
 
 [ ] $15 for students and seniors 
 
 
Please make the check payable to National Audubon 
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society, 
Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 
80323-1003.  N53 7XCH 

Tentative 2008 Field Trip Schedule 
 

Date      Destination      Leader(s) 
 

                             
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 12 Smurfit-Stone Larry Weeks 
February 16 Mission Valley Larry Weeks 
March 12 Maclay Flat (evening owling) Larry Weeks 
April 5 Smurfit-Stone Larry Weeks 
April 19 Lee Metcalf  
May 3 Brown’s Lake Jim Brown 
May 11 Smurfit-Stone (Mother’s Day) Larry Weeks 
May or June Freezout Lake  
June 6, 7, 8 MA Bird Festival (Billings)  
June 9, 10, 11 Pryor Mountains (after MA Festival)  
June 14 Lolo Pass Carole & Terry Toppins 
June 28 Moose Can Gully Larry Weeks 
July 10,11,12,13              Glacier Park Campout              Larry Weeks 
August 16                           Smurfit-Stone                           Larry Weeks 
September 13 Tower St – Sleven Is Larry Weeks 
September 27 Flesher Pass (raptor banding) Rob Domenech 
October 18 Smurfit-Stone Larry Weeks 
November 1 Maclay Flat Virginia Vincent 
December 7 Mission Valley Jim Brown 



FIVE VALLEYS AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS: 
President   Paul Loehnen   11556 Bench Road, Missoula, MT 59808  721 – 7517 loehnen@bigsky.net 
Vice President  Vacant 
Secretary   Vacant 
Treasurer   Alex Taft      439 Connell Ave, Missoula, 59801  218 – 8438 alextaft9@msn.com 
DIRECTORS: 
2007-2010   Nancy Volle   3918 Lincoln Rd, Missoula, MT 59802  542 – 5014 volle1@earthlink.net 
2006-2008   Suzann Stickney   2312 Duncan Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 0063 sstickmt@aol.com 
2006-2009   Bill Ballard   5120 Larch Ave, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5097 wballard@onewest.net 
2006-2007   Carole Toppins   1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804  549 – 6027 tertop@aol.com 
2007-2010   Carolyn Goren   PO Box 7189, Missoula, MT 59807  544 – 1060 goren@marsweb.com  
2007-2010   Gerhard Knudsen   4400 Scott Allen Dr, Missoula, MT 59803 251 – 2765 gmk@bresnan.net 
COMMITTEES: 
Member Records  Vick Applegate   303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803      549 – 0027 k7vk@arrl.net 
Membership Promotion Vacant          
Program   Nancy Volle   3918 Lincoln Rd, Missoula, MT 59802  542 – 5014 volle1@earthlink.net 
Conservation Advocacy Vick Applegate   303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803  549 – 0027 k7vk@ arrl.net 
Habitat Protection & Restore Jim Brown   1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802 549 – 8052 woodsy@onewest.net 
Field Activities   Larry Weeks   2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com 
Publicity   Elizabeth Johnston   1784 Elison Lane, Missoula, MT 59802  327 – 1525 birder@bigsky.net 
Education   Larry Weeks   2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com 
PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel   PO Box 520, Florence, MT  59833  273 – 6880 
University Liaison  Dan Pletscher   509 Arbor Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  543 – 4865 dan.pletscher@umontana.edu 
Newsletter Editor  Bev Orth Geoghegan 3130 Corlear Ave, Bronx, NY 10463         (406) 750 – 0149 orthbev@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Circulation Shirley Holden   2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5706 
Web Site   Clare Kelly   2909 Highwood Dr, Missoula, MT 59803  251 – 7207   
Archivist   Shirley Holden   2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802  549 – 5706 
Audubon Adventures Barbara Ross   215 E. Florence St, Missoula, MT 59801  721 – 7847 sangmo@bigsky.net 
Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks   2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801  549 – 5632 bwsgenea@onlinemt.com 
Bird Hotline  Terry Toppins   1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804  721 – 9799 tertop@aol.com  
Past President  Bob Conway    5839 Prospect Dr, Missoula, MT 59808  549 – 7436 BobMargConway@hotmail.com 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MONTANA AUDUBON  –     PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624                  (406) 443-3949                             www.mtaudubon.org 
Board President:          Larry McEvoy          mcschmid@mcn.net                                    Executive Director:      Steve Hoffman   shoffman@mtaudubon.org   
Program Director:        Janet Ellis                jellis@mtaudubon.org                              Education Coordinator:     Paul Belanger    pbelanger@mtaudubon.org 
Office Manager:           Cynthia O’Bryant     cobryant@mtaudubon.org                       Dir. Bird Conservation:      Position Vacant 
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