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Calendar of Events 
 

 December 29th - January 19th: Photography 
exhibit, including the best photos submitted to 
National Audubon Society’s annual photography 
contest, will be held at Montana Natural History 
Center. See the article on page 3 for details. 

 Monday, January 2nd, 6:00-9:00pm: The January 
board meeting will be held at Jean Duncan's 
home, located at 721 Woodford Ave, Missoula, in 
the slant streets area.  We will start with a potluck 
at 6, and hold the business meeting from 7-9pm. 

 Monday, January 9th, 7:30pm: Our January 
speaker will be Phil Hahn. He will present on 
monarch butterflies. The meeting will be in the 
UM Gallagher Business Building, Room 123. 

 Sunday, January 15th: The deadline for the 
February edition of the Birding Observer.  

 Saturday, January 21st: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf 
NWR from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip 
leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center.  

 

Monarchs and Milkweed:  
Natural history, Co-evolution, & Conservation 
 
The chapter meeting on Monday, January 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
will be our annual joint meeting with the Native Plant 
Society. Phil Hahn will explain monarch butterflies, their 
unique long-distance migratory pattern and their co-
evolutionary arms race with milkweed plants. We will 
again meet in UM’s Gallagher Business Building, 
although in room 123.  
 
The recent and alarming decline of monarch butterfly 
populations has sparked an effort to restore 
populations of their host plant, milkweed, which serves 
as the only food source for monarch caterpillars. Phil 
will discuss these topics and how citizen scientists can 
get involved in monitoring monarch and milkweed 
populations in western Montana. 
 
Phil is a postdoctoral researcher in Prof. John Maron’s 
lab at the University of Montana. Previously he 
completed a Ph.D. in Zoology at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. Phil studies the ecological and 
evolutionary consequences of plant-herbivore 
interactions for both plants and insects. His current 
research focuses on interactions between milkweed 
and monarch butterflies in the Bitterroot Valley. 
 
 
 
Photo: Monarch butterfly on Common Milkweed 
From Iowa State University 
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Peeps From The Board: The Choice is Yours 
By Edward Monnig 
 
Our newsletter is an essential link between the 
members of the Five Valleys Audubon.  It informs us of 
critical environmental issues, especially those affecting 
birds and their habitat.  It alerts us to field trips and 
meetings. It keeps us current on the business of our 
organization.  Its predictable publication schedule and 
high quality are key to our identity as a solid, reliable 
organization. 
 
Publishing our newsletter represents the largest single 
recurrent expense of our local Audubon chapter.  It 
costs about $3,500 per year to provide our 10 issues per 
year.  Of this expenditure, almost $3,000 dollars is spent 
on printing and mailing the newsletter to members.  
Over 400 of our members receive hard copy, mailed 
editions of our newsletter 
 
At a recent board meeting as we planned our budget for 
the 2017 fiscal year, the newsletter budget item 
prompted some discussion of the relative merits of hard 
copy versus electronic versions of the newsletter.   The 
hard copy devotees (otherwise known as the 
analogodytes) appreciate the tactile joy of reading a 
hard copy, the ease of reference to news items in a hard 
copy, and has little patience for pulling up an electronic 
version and thus losing one more piece of life to the 
computer. The electronic wing (i.e. the digiwonks) 
noted that the cost of printing and mailing newsletters 
is diverting scarce resources from other environmental 
efforts that hard copies carry some environmental costs 
in addition to the economic cost, and that prepping and 
mailing hard copies takes a lot of volunteer effort.  
 
Aside from the personal preference issues, a strategic 
concern was also raised with electronic editions.  Would 
a shift to electronic versions lower the visibility and 
perceived presence of Audubon in members’ lives, 
especially among those who do not spend regular time 
on the computer?  It was noted, for example, that there 
must be good marketing reasons that both brick and 
mortar stores and internet retailers continue to send 
out hard-copy catalogues despite the expense and the 
fact that shopaphobics like me throw away all 
catalogues on receipt. 
 

Despite some resistance, 
several local chapters have 
begun providing only 
electronic versions of their 
newsletters to their 
members with but a few 
exceptions.  The Five Valleys 
board of directors decided 

against such a draconian measure.  We will continue to 
monitor the experience of other chapters. 
 
In the meantime, we are asking those of you receiving 
hard copies of this newsletter to consider switching to 
an electronic format.  To do this simply email your 
request to Vick Applegate at k7vk@arrl.net.   We will 
also be circulating a request form at our monthly 
meeting.  Depending on the response we may take 
other steps in the future as we push to reduce to 200 
the number of hard copies mailed to members. 
 
I have already made the switch, and I have noticed that 
once I got the electronic habit, accessing information in 
an electronic newsletter was more convenient and less 
bothersome than the search for that darned hard copy 
followed by an inevitable chorus of “Honey, have you 
seen the Audubon newsletter?”  Go electronic; I think 
you will like it. 
 
************ 
 

I cannot close an article on our newsletter without 
acknowledging the splendid efforts of our editor Bev 
Orth Geoghegan, who basically does it all in preparing 
our newsletter for printing.  Vick Applegate does 
yeoman’s work in keeping our membership list straight 
and assuring that everybody gets a newsletter in their 
requested format. And Hedwig Vogel-Wright does the 
final prep of all the hard copies for mailing. 

 
Welcome To Our Newest Chapter Members  
 
Barbara Barnes   Evy O’Leary Bennett 
Cynthia S Kurtz   Kurt Marita   
R H Moore    Audrey Rippetoe  
John Stevens  Pat Williams  

 
 

mailto:k7vk@arrl.net
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Award-Winning Audubon Photography Exhibit 
By Edward Monnig  
 
For the past seven years the National Audubon Society 
has been conducting an annual photography contest to 
select the best bird-related photographs of the year.  
There were over 7,000 photographs submitted in 2016. 
 
For the first time NAS has organized a travelling exhibit 
of the best photos of 2016 and earlier years.  Five 
Valleys Audubon is honored to host an exhibition of 
these photographs jointly with the Montana Natural 
History Center.  These large format photographs (2 feet 
by 3 feet) are truly spectacular. 
 
These photographs will be on display at the Montana 
Natural History Center at 121 Hickory Street (near 
McCormick Park) from December 29 to January 19.  The 
Center is open Tuesdays through Fridays from 9 AM to 
5 PM and on Saturdays from 12 noon to 4 PM. In 
addition, there will be a special showing on January 6 
from 4:30 to 7:30 as part of Missoula’s monthly first 
Friday celebration.  
 

Field Trip: Mission Valley  
By Jim Brown 

 
Saturday, December 4th: The weather forecast warned 
of an approaching cold front that was moving into 
Montana with wind and rain changing to snow for 
Sunday the day of our field trip. I wondered if anyone 
would show up for the trip. But to my surprise, 20 
birders ventured forth and we lucked out on the 
weather--good visibility and not too cold. Rose Leach 
had an exciting tip about a female Black Scoter in Polson 
Bay. So we drove directly to Polson and right away 
spotted the Black Scoter, which everyone saw well. It is 
the least common of the three scoter species in 
Montana with only 22 records officially recorded. Not 
far offshore was what looked like a small black island, a 
raft of about 1500 American Coots. Our next stop was 
the sewage ponds and adjacent Flathead River where 
we had good viewing of Barrow's and Common 
Goldeneyes, Bufflehead, Northern Shoveler, Hooded 
Merganser and Ring-necked Duck. Clancy Cone spotted 
nearby a small flock of Bohemian Waxwings, which was 
the only one found on the trip. 
 

 
We then drove south through the farm land west of 
Pablo where Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks were 
abundant. This provided a good opportunity to observe 
the different plumages, including one Harlan's race that 
can make these species a challenge to identify. Several 
Bald Eagles, American Kestrels and Northern Harriers 
were also observed. The surprise bird was a single 
Sandhill Crane that seemed to have missed his flight 
south. We then worked our way to Crow Reservoir, 
where several Common Mergansers were seen, and on 
to the beautiful home of Dave and Ruth Ann Bunnell. 
Along the way we had good views of three Trumpeter 
Swans on a small pond just off the road. Bunnells 
graciously opened their home to our large group of 
birders. They served hot coffee, tea, cookies and really 
good zucchini cake to go along with the chance to warm 
up and enjoy the spectacular views of the Mission Valley 
and Mountains. As we left some of the group found a 
Great Horned Owl in the row of trees near the house. 
 
After lunch we stopped on the dike at Ninepipe 
Reservoir, which for early December was still unfrozen 
and to our delight held a good variety of waterfowl. We 
observed many Canada Geese, Mallards, Gadwalls, 
American Wigeon and smaller numbers of Green-
winged Teal, Northern Pintails and Lesser Scaup. 
Unusual birds included a Horned Grebe, Western 
Grebe, and Double-crested Cormorant. Driving south 
from the Reservoir we observed more Northern 
Harriers, which were remarkably abundant for being 
early December. In all, the group recorded 48 species, 
way more than usual, due to the large variety of 
waterfowl still in the Valley. 
 

 

American Coot 
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2016 Field Trip Bird List 
By Larry Weeks 
 

During the 2016 calendar 
year, the Chapter conducted 
16 field trips which included 
Smurfit-Stone (3), Mission 
Valley (2), Ninepipes (2), Lee 
Metcalf (2), Brown's Lake (2), 
Glacier, Freezout Lake, Bandy 
Ranch, Rogers/Flesher Pass, 
and Missoula Valley (owls).  If 

someone had participated in all 16 field trips, they 
would have seen, or had the opportunity to see, 202 
bird species.  The most outstanding field trip was the 2-
day trip to Freezout Lake and the Rocky Mountain Front.  
In spite of the rain on Saturday and the wind on Sunday, 
we had 104 species which included Ferruginous Hawk, 
Upland Sandpiper, Clark's Grebe, and both longspurs.  
The 3-day field trip to Glacier Park had Black-backed 
Woodpecker, Tennessee Warbler and Boreal 
Chickadee.  Other outstanding birds included Short-
eared Owl on an evening trip to Ninepipes, American 
Golden Plover at Pablo Reservoir, Mew Gull near 
Flathead Lake, Pacific Loon and Surf Scoter on the 
October trip to Brown's Lake, and Black Scoter on the 
December trip to the Mission Valley. 
 

 
 

117th Christmas Bird Count 
Reprinted from Audubon.org  

 
Audubon's 117th Christmas Bird Count took place from 
December 14th, 2016 through Thursday, January 5th, 
2017. 
 
A map view of the circles included in the completed 
117th CBC can be found here:  
 
http://audubon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.ht
ml?appid=3dcefef2f4654a94960fc3c8d1cfcc6d 
 

CBC Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is the Christmas Bird Count? The Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) is a long-standing program of the National 
Audubon Society, with over 100 years of citizen science 
involvement. It is an early-winter bird census, where 
thousands of volunteers across the US, Canada and 
many countries in the Western Hemisphere, go out over 
a 24 hour period on one calendar day to count birds. 
 
Can I just do my own CBC and send you my data? No. 
Since each CBC is a real census, and since the 15-mile 
diameter circle contains a lot of area to be covered, 
single-observer counts (except in unusual 
circumstances) cannot be allowed. To participate on the 
CBC you will need to join an existing CBC circle by 
contacting the compiler in advance of the count day. 
 
As an alternative, you may be interested in getting 
involved in the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
organized by Audubon with the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. It takes place President's Day weekend 
each February and you can count the birds each day in 
your backyard/community and then enter the results 
online. For more information on the GBBC, visit the 
Audubon GBBC page.  
 
Why do some Christmas Bird Count circles not allow 
online registration? Accepting online registrations of 
participants is the individual decision of each circle 
Compiler and is based on a number of factors including 
the number of participants already committed to the 
count, the amount of area already covered and the 
compiler's available time. 

2017 Tentative Field Trip Schedule 

Date Destination 
January none scheduled 

02/25/17 Mission Valley 

03/25/17 Metcalf 

04/08/17 Ninepipes – Short-eared Owls 

04/15/17 Warm Springs Ponds 

04/29/17 Brown's Lake 

05/13/17 Bandy Ranch 

05/20-21/17 Freezout/Rocky Mt. Front 

O6/03-04/17 Bannack 

06/24/17 Point-of-Rocks Historic Trail 

07/13-16/17 Glacier 

08/19/17 Freezout or Canyon Ferry – shorebirds 

09/09/17 Ninepipes/Pablo Reservoirs 

10/07/17 Flesher/Rogers Pass 

10/28/17 Brown's Lake 

11/04/17 Metcalf 

12/03/17 Mission Valley 

http://audubon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=3dcefef2f4654a94960fc3c8d1cfcc6d
http://audubon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=3dcefef2f4654a94960fc3c8d1cfcc6d
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FOR YOUR CALENDAR: Wings Across the Big Sky 
June 9-11, 2017       Great Falls, Montana 

 
 

 
Time to begin making those summer plans! Montana Audubon’s Wings Across the Big Sky Festival, co-hosted by Upper 
Missouri Breaks Audubon, will be held June 9-11, 2017 in Great Falls. We invite you to spread the news and enthusiasm 
so we can all celebrate 40 Years of Montana Audubon. Invite your out-of-state and nearby friends, birders and non-
birders alike, to visit the Missouri River corridor and participate in a myriad of festival activities.   
 
Included in this year’s activities are amazing field trips scheduled both Saturday and Sunday. These include excursions 
to the Rocky Mountain Front, Benton Lake, Kevin Rim, the Highwood and First Peoples State Park, among others, with 
the anticipation of seeing a varied array of species and habitats, as well as some education on surveys and conservation 
issues.  
 
Festival headquarters will be located at the Best Western Heritage Inn.  Nora Gray and Kay Silk, local festival chairmen, 
and Upper Missouri Breaks Audubon have been working with us and the Heritage Inn team on event logistics and 
service. This venue will provide excellent opportunities to display our 40 years of history, Saturday afternoon 
presentations by Montana Audubon past and present programs, an outdoor barbeque to kickstart the anniversary 
celebration and this year’s festival, our keynote speaker, and a Saturday evening banquet dinner.  
 
Each month we will continue to feature developing news on the 2017 Bird Festival. Registration will begin in March.  
Stay tuned! For more information contact Bird Festival Coordinator, Cathie Erickson: cerickson@mtaudubon.org. 

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 
participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:        
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
 
   ___ $15 for a 1-year, Chapter-only membership 
 
   __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      
   included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 
and mail to:  Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

Join National Audubon Society 
& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 
and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 
Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:         
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
  

__  $20 for a 1-year membership  
Chapter Code: N53  

 
Please make check payable to National Audubon Society  
and mail to:    Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

 

mailto:cerickson@mtaudubon.org
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shoffman@mtaudubon.org      
  
Janet Ellis, Senior Director of Policy     
jellis@mtaudubon.org     
   
Norane Freistadt, Director of Operations 
norane@mtaudubon.org           
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david@mtaudubon.org  
 
Sara Lipscomb, Office Manager 
mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org  
 
Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist 
cerickson@mtaudubon.org  
 
Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
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