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Calendar of Events 
 

 Monday, June 1st, 7:00pm: The next board meeting 
will be held at the Naturalist's Mercantile at 131 E 
Main Street in Missoula. 

 June 5th through the 7th: Wings Across the Big Sky 
Bird Festival in Helena. Visit www.mtaudubon.org or 
call Montana Audubon at (406) 443-3949 if you have 
any questions about the festival or registration. 

 Saturday, June 13th: Half day Bird Banding field trip 
at MPG Ranch with Megan Filing.  Meet at 6am at the 
UM Adams center parking lot, or 7am at the ranch’s 
gate. Be prepared to carpool once at the ranch.  Call 
Larry (549-5632) for more information. 

 Saturday, June 20th: Join us for a half-day field trip to 
look for Canyon and Rock Wrens on the Point of 
Rocks Historic Trail, west of Alberton, MT, Mineral 
County.  Meet early at 7am at the UM Adams Center 
parking lot or 8am at the trail site.  Call Rose for more 
information at 721-0779.   

 Saturday, June 20th: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf NWR 
from 10am-Noon. Meet the field trip leader at the 
Refuge Visitor’s Center before 10am.  

 July 9th thru July 12th: Larry Weeks will lead a 4-day 
trip to Glacier National Park.  Space is limited.  See 
article on your right for details.  

 Saturday, August 15th: Submission deadline for the 
September edition of the Birding Observer.  

 Saturday, August 22nd: Field Trip to the 
old Smurfit-Stone Plant led by Larry 
Weeks.  Meet in the northwest corner of 
the Adams Center Parking Lot at 8am for 
carpooling or at the intersection of 
Mullan Road and Pulp Mill Road at 
8:30am for a half day trip.  For more 
information call Larry at 549-5632.  

 

Glacier Park Campout 
 
The four-day campout to Glacier Park is scheduled for 
July 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th.  The plan is to camp at St. Mary 
Campground on July 9th and 10th, and at Fish Creek 
Campground on July 11th.  To make reservations at both 
St. Mary and Fish Creek, call 1-800-365-2267 or go online 
at www.recreation.gov and enter Montana, St. Mary 
Campground, click on map, select site, enter the date of 
arrival (July 9th), and length of stay (2).  Current 
participants have reserved 3 campsites in Loop A (A-01, 
A-02, A-04) at St. Mary so try to find available campsites 
nearby.  Use the same procedure for the Fish Creek 
Campground; enter Montana, Fish Creek Campground, 
click on map, select site, enter date of arrival (July 11th), 
and length of stay (1). Current participants have reserved 
3 campsites in Loop B (B-56, B-60, and B-62).  If you have 
a Golden Passport, the rate is reduced by 50 %.  You will 
be asked for your Golden Passport number.  We can have 
up to 8 people per campsite, so not everyone has to 
make a reservation.  We will bird Many Glacier on Friday, 
Red Eagle Lake trail on Saturday, and Camas Creek and 
Howe Lake trails on Sunday.  If you are planning to go to 
Glacier, call Larry Weeks at 549-5632 or email him at 
bwsgenea@gmail.com.  The trip will be limited to 20 
people.  Larry will be planning for potluck dinners.  We 
will plan to meet at 5:00 PM at the St. Mary Campground 
on July 9th. 

 
Please note:  
There is a $10 
charge per person 
on multi-day field 
trips. 

http://www.mtaudubon.org/
http://www.recreation.gov/
mailto:bwsgenea@gmail.com
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Peeps From The Board: The Top 20 “Reel” Birds  
Submitted by Clancy Cone 
 
20. Sharak – Dar, the hero of the 1982 film, The 
Beastmaster, is befriended by an eagle that allows Dar 
to see through his eyes. Sharak is played by an African 
Tawny Eagle. 
19. Rodan – Rodan is a giant flying monster, hatched 
from a prehistoric egg at the bottom of a Japanese coal 
mine, who eventually destroys Tokyo. He dies at the 
end of the original film, yet returns to star in five 
sequels.  
18. Heckle & Jeckle – These characters were the first 
twins in animation, appearing on the silver screen in 
1946 as magpies, one with a British accent and the 
other with Brooklyn accent.  

17. Sonny & Sam – 
General Mills’ 
Sonny the Cuckoo 
appeared in 
advertisements for 
Cocoa Puffs, and 
Kellogg’s Toucan 
Sam appeared in 
advertisements for 
Fruit Loops.  
16. Frightful – In 

the young adult novel, My Side of the Mountain, a 
peregrine falcon named Frightful was the inspiration for 
a peregrine falcon watchdog group.  
15. Challenger – This bald eagle was trained to fly into 
major league sports stadiums.  
14. Roadrunner – This Looney Tunes character’s famous 
line was inspired by a set worker who would yell, “BEEP! 
BEEP!” when carrying large equipment and couldn’t see 
where he was going.  
13. The Crow – This ghostly character from a popular 
1990’s film, seeks revenge on the criminals who killed 
him and his fiancé. His avian companion is strangely 
portrayed by a raven. 
12. Canada Geese – In 1993, Bill Lishman successfully 
led a flock of Canada geese on a winter migration from 
Ontario, Canada to northern Virginia. Of the sixteen 
birds that participated in the migration, thirteen 
returned to Ontario the following year - entirely on 
their own. 
11. Tweety Bird – This Looney Tunes character is based 
on an embarrassing by photo of his creator, voiced by 
Mel Blanc in 1942. Paired with Sylvester, the cate in 
1947, from then on, for 15 years, Tweety famously 
announced, “I taut I taw a puddy-tat.” 

10. Paulie – This Blue-crowned Parakeet starred in the 
1998 blockbuster, Paulie.  
9.  Fred – Played by Cockatoo, Lala. She was the only 
bird to win a Patsy (animal Oscar).  
8.  Woody Woodpecker – Created by Walter Lanty in 
1940 after a woodpecker kep waking him up on his 
honeymoon. Originally voiced by Mel Blanc and in later 
years, by Lanty’s wife Stacie.  
7.  Captain Flint – “Pieces of light, pieces of light.” Long 
John Silver’s parrot Captain Flint in RLS’s Treasure Island 
(1883) in the film from 1917, starred film’s first parrot.  
6.  Daffy Duck – 1937 voiced by Mel Blanc as Bugs 
Bunny’s rival was famous for saying, “you’re 
despicable.” 
5. Hedwig – As Harry Potter’s pet, this character is the 
most famous snowy owl. Although Hedwig is a female in 
the novels, filmmakers used males because they are 
whiter and smaller, thus easier to handle.  
4.  Big Bird – An 8-foot, 2-inch tall yellow canary from 
Sesame Street. He has been played by the same actor 
since 1969, and they are the focus of a new 2015 
documentary, I Am Big Bird: The Caroll Spinney Story.  
3.  The Raven – Film’s first avian star – 1912 based on 
Poe’s famous poem.  
2.  Donald Duck – Donald is the most famous duck and 
a friend of Mickey Mouse, first seen in the 1934 film, 
The Wise Little Hen. 
1.  The Birds – This Alfred Hitchcock film from 1963 was 
the inspiration for Steven Spielberg’s Jaws.  
0. March of the Penguins - Clancy’s personal favorite  
 
 
The Top 20 “Reel” Birds is an edited summary of an article by Craig 

D. Reed, from Bird Watcher’s Digest January/February 2006. 
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Birding Browns Lake  
by Jim Brown 
 

Saturday, May 2nd 
was stacking up to 
be a nice, sunny 
spring day and it 
was for 25 folks 
who joined the 
outing to Browns 
Lake. This was the 
37th Five Valleys 
Audubon field trip 
to the Browns 

Lake area since the first trip in 1978. Each trip has had its 
surprises and interesting sightings. This year we tallied 71 
species, but over the years 150 species have been 
observed. Although waterfowl numbers seemed a bit 
low we did observe 17 duck species and had excellent 
views of Snow Geese, Common Loons and Red-necked 
Grebes. Although far from shore at Browns Lake a flock 
of about 25 Bonaparte's Gulls was rather unusual. 
Probably the most unusual bird for the trip was a male 
Red-breasted Merganser, sporting its scraggly haircut 
that had everyone running down the road to get good 
views as it swam quickly by close to shore. Gerhard 
Knudsen, who usually forgets his camera at home when 
good bird sightings are encountered, captured this one 
as shown below. Other exciting observations was a Ruby-
crowned Kinglet that proudly showed off his ruby cap to 
everyone's delight and a male Williamson's Sapsucker 
that had a few of us ducking as it flew low through the 
middle of our group. This uncommon black woodpecker 
with a yellow belly and white shoulder stripe is a 
nationally recognized species of conservation concern. 
Several rust-colored Sandhill Cranes provided great 
views as they strutted around a short distance from our 
vehicles. At one location Marsh Wrens were vocalizing 
loudly as they announced their cattail territories. We 
observed a number of Red-tailed Hawks and Bald Eagles 
but Eric Fevold put us onto the best raptor--a field guide 
perfect view of a sub adult Golden Eagle.  
 
For the past 20 years we have consistently observed 5 to 
20 Long-billed Curlews primarily at one grassland 
location. But beginning two years ago this curlew favored 
grassland was converted to an alfalfa landscape. This 
year no curlews were found there. The biggest threat to 
Long-billed Curlews, another nationally recognized 
species of conservation concern, is sod busting. 
Unfortunately we experienced this first hand. We tried 

finding them in one more field I knew about but no luck. 
I thought our 20-year string of observations had been 
broken. But just after departing for Missoula, eagle eye 
Jean Duncan spotted a curlew just off the road so our 
string is still intact. See you next year.    
 
Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards 
by Bill Gabriel 
 
In March 2015, the awards committee received ten 
proposals from UM undergraduate students. They 
proposed studies of birds (3), habitat (3), mammals (1), 
amphibians (1), insects (1), and fish (1). We made the 
following awards: 

 Ian Anderson, a junior, $1,000 to study the relative 
suitability of substrate used by spawning arctic grayling 
in the Red Rocks Lakes drainage. 

 Jennifer Nelson, a senior, $1,000 to study nest boxes as 
a potential ecological trap for Mountain Bluebirds. 

 Stefan Nickells, a senior, $383 to study mutualistic 
interactions within a pollinator-plant community in the 
Missoula valley. 

 Kaitlyn Reintsma, a junior, $500 to test the 
effectiveness of a novel approach to estimate nest 
density of Brewer's Sparrows.  

 
In accordance with established tradition, the recipients 
have been invited to report how they used the grants and 
the results of their investigations at a Five Valleys 
Audubon meeting early in 2016. 
 
In the 35 year history of these research grants, FVAS has 
awarded $35,424.50 to 76 recipients at an average 
amount of $466.11.  

Kaitlyn Reintsma (L) and Jennifer Nelson (R), P. L. Wright 
Award winners, with Bill Gabriel at the 2015 College of 
Forestry awards dinner. 
 
Photo By Leana Schelvan, UM 

Photo by Gerhard Knudsen 
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Update from Waterworks Hill 
by Kathy Heffernan 
 
April:  
Caitlin Gill, wildlife technician, took photos in the last week of April 
on Waterworks Hill. Caitlin accompanied me on a monitoring hike 
on Waterworks where we found bustling boxes of western and 
mountain bluebirds. Caitlin compiles data for UAZ study projects 
under Dr. Renee Duckworth, mainly on Blue Mountain.   
 
Areas such as Blue Mountain and Waterworks Hill provide critical 
habitat for bluebirds, supplying adequate space for territories and 
plentiful insects. 
 

 
 
May:  
My Sentinel High School biology classes were once again 
building bluebird boxes as a service project for Mountain 
Bluebird Trails.  The boxes will be given to bluebirders who will 
place them in appropriate habitat and then maintain and 
monitor them. 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biology students from Sentinel High School participated in 
bluebird box monitoring on Waterworks Hill in May.  The 
students also surveyed noxious weeds on the hill, identified 
native wildflowers, and pulled copious amounts of 
Dalmatian Toadflax. 
 
 
 

Ms. Heffernan and her students learning about the dangers of Dalmatian Toadflax and other noxious weeds.   

Bluebird Nest on Waterworks Hill 
Photo by Caitlin Gill 

Sentinel High School Students Build a Bluebird Box 
Photo by Kathy Heffernan 

Dalmatian Toadflax 
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Welcome New Members 

R. Jankowski Bradley  

Travis Brakefield 

Mabel G. Ebner 

Dorothy Fauver 

Judy & Kevin Fredenberg 

 

   

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 
participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:        
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
 
  ___ $15 is enclosed for Chapter-only membership 
 
  __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      
  included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 
and mail to:  

Five Valleys Audubon Society 
PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

Join National Audubon Society 
& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 
and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 
the Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:         
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
  
__  $20 for a 1-year individual or family membership  
   
C3Z N53 0Z 
 
Please make the check payable to National Audubon Society and 
mail to:  

National Audubon Society 
PO Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 

 
Attention Please 

 
If you’d like to help with Five Valley 
Audubon and Lolo National Forest Poo-Poo 
Project (vault toilet screen installation to 
protect birds see March 2015 newsletter), 
the volunteer coordinator is Ed Monnig at 
406-549-0580.   

Go Green and Save! 
 
Do you want to help Five Valleys Audubon Society save money, paper and volunteer time? Please consider reading 
your Birding Observer online. Your online copy will contain content in color, and you will receive your newsletter 
much earlier than the mailed hard copy!  If you wish to receive your Birding Observer via email, just send us a 
request with your name to Vick Applegate at k7vk@arrl.net. You can also find your current newsletter on the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society website at www.fvaudubon.org. Thanks! 

 

mailto:k7vk@arrl.net
http://www.fvaudubon.org/
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Steve Hoffman, Executive Director 
shoffman@mtaudubon.org      
  
Janet Ellis, Program Director     
jellis@mtaudubon.org     
   
Norane Freistadt, Development Director 
norane@mtaudubon.org           
   
Amy Cilimburg, Director of Conservation & 
Climate Policy amy@mtaudubon.org 
 
Darcie Vallant, Center Director    
darcie@mtaudubon.org  
      
Frances Boyens, Education Director  
education@mtaudubon.org 
 
Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Trinity Pierce, Land Stewardship Coordinator 
restoration@mtaudubon.org  
 
Fred Weisbecker, Board President  
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