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Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Summer 2017
Calendar of Events

June 3™ & 4™: Two-day field trip to Bannack
area. Meet in the northwest corner of the
Adams Center parking lot at 7am. See write-
up on page 3 for details.

June 9™-11": Wings Across the Big Sky Bird
Festival in Great Falls, MT. For details, visit
www.mtaudubon.org.

Saturday, June 17™:

¢
Bird walk at Lee Metcalf K >
NWR from 10:00am- BI D
Noon. Meet the field 5
trip leader at the Refuge WALK

Visitor’s Center.

Saturday, June 24™, Half-day field trip to the
Point-of-Rocks historic trail near Alberton.
Meet at 7:50 am in the northwest corner of
the Adams Center parking lot.

July 13™-16"™: Four-day campout to Glacier
National Park. See write-up on page 3 for
details.

Saturday, July 15™: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf
NWR from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip
leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center.
Tuesday, August 15™: The deadline for the
September edition of the Birding Observer.
Saturday, August 19": Full-day field trip to
Freezout Lake or Canyon Ferry Reservoir to
look for shorebirds. Meet the group at 7am in
the northwest corner of the Adams Center
parking lot.

Saturday, August 19" Bird walk at Lee
Metcalf NWR from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the
field trip leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center.

Announcements

Please note that beginning in September, the
Five Valleys Audubon Society monthly
program meetings will begin at 7:00pm,
rather than 7:30pm. These meetings take
place on the second Monday of every month,
September through May.

Do more for birds! Help us save $3,700 per
year, by signing up for email delivery of our
newsletter. Please email Vick at
k7vk@arrl.net, and give him your email
address. We promise — we won’t share email
addresses with anyone except Montana
Audubon.

The Five Valleys Audubon Society
Wishes All of You a
Happy, Healthy Summer!
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Peeps From The Board: On Being a Mentor
By Jerry Dirnberger

It seems on almost every field trip, there are one or
two new people who are not only new to our club, but
new to birding. A lot of them do not return for
another trip nor, | believe, become members. | think
there is something we can do about this to improve
their experience and hopefully get them more
interested in the wonderful world of birds.

Please consider being a ‘mentor’. First, get out a pair
of binoculars that you are not using and grab a field
guide that is getting dusty. Put these items in a bag
and leave them in your car. Now you are ready for the
opportunity of being a mentor. That opportunity will
come when you go on our next field trip and meet a
new attendee! Introduce yourself, and offer your help
and advice. If accepted, ride together in the carpool to
get acquainted.

During the drive explain the use of the binoculars,
starting with adjusting the eyecups whether the
person wears glasses or not. Then calibrate the optics
for the individual’s eyes and wipe the lenses with a
clean cloth. Explain that when the group finds a bird
to view, raise your binoculars like they are on a hinge.

A good way to find a bird in the field is by using the
‘clock method’. Start with pointing out an obvious
object as the center of the clock. Then using the clock
face, tell the others at what ‘hour’ the bird can be
seen, along with any other easily observed objects.

Depending on the new attendee’s interest and
experience, pull out your field guide and give a brief
description of how it is organized. However, the main
use of your field guide is to look up any bird that is
being viewed by the group to get a better
understanding of its unique features.

| don’t think you need to go into depth on every bird
that is being seen on the trip, just ones which can be

heard or observed. If there is a scope available, make
sure the attendee gets good views! And when you
hear “Oh, wow!” — then you know you have got them
hooked!

Be careful not to use confusing jargon. For example,
one cannot find “sharpie or mo-do or butter butt” in
the field guide. Also be aware of how you describe the
birds. If you use words, like lores and supercilium,
make sure you define them and point out the diagram
in the field guide.

Explain to our new birders . _=-__
that while most birds are ~ar
visually identified, another
acceptable method is by
song. Almost everyone can
identify a few birds by their
songs. So, learn to enjoy
birding by just stopping,
being quiet, and listening. You might want to go over
the ethics of using birding apps, but more importantly
how they can help in educating ourselves in the
identification process.

The object for the trip is to get the new attendee to
enjoy the activity, become more aware of the world
around us, and learn the basics of how to increase
their knowledge.

=
AUDUBON

June 9-11, 2017 - Great Falls, Montana

Please join us at Montana Audubon’s Wings Across
the Big Sky Bird Festival in Great Falls, MT from June
9-11".  Your friends at Upper Missouri Breaks
Audubon have worked hard to make this year’s
festival extra special. Come and experience a full
roster of fun field trips, a bird calling contest, a
banquet with dessert auction, and local vendors.

For more details, please visit Montana Audubon’s
website at www.mtaudubon.org or call the office at
(406) 443-3949.



http://www.mtaudubon.org/

Upcoming Multi-Day Field Trips
By Larry Weeks

A two-day field trip to Bannack
and Clark Canyon has been
scheduled for June 3rd and 4th.
We will meet in the northwest
corner of the Adams Center
parking lot at 7am on June 3rd.
We will be staying at the Super
8 Dillon, located at 550 N.
Montana Street, Dillon (1-800-
536-1211). Participants need to
make reservations for June 3rd in advance. We will
bird the Salmon Fly Fishing Access and Camp Creek at
Melrose on Saturday and Bannack and Clark Canyon
Reservoir on Sunday. Target birds include Rock Wren,
Canyon Wren, Yellow-breasted Chat, Says Phoebe,
Green-tailed Towhee, Gray Flycatcher, Sage Thrasher,
Loggerhead Shrike, and Sage-brush Sparrow. Contact
Larry Weeks at 549-5632 or 540-3064, or email him at
bwsgenea@gmail.com to sign up and to facilitate car-
pooling. There is a $10 charge per individual for multi-
day field trips.

Then four-day campout
to Glacier Park is
scheduled for July 13,
14, 15, and 16. We wiill
camp at St.  Mary
Campground on July
13th and 14th and Fish
Creek on July 15th. Larry
has reserved three Wil
campsites at each campground, which will allow up to
six cars and 24 people. We will bird Many Glacier on
Friday, the Red Eagle Lake trail on Saturday, and Howe
Lake and Camas Creek trails on Sunday. If you are
planning on going to Glacier, call Larry Weeks at 549-
5632 or 540-3064 or  email him at
bwsgenea@gmail.com. Larry will be planning potluck
dinners. We will meet at 5:00 pm at the St. Mary
campground on July 13th; campsites C102, C103 and
C103. There is a $10 charge per individual on multi-
day field trips that supports the Chapter.

(&

Choose Native Plants For Your Garden
Tips from www.audubon.org

One of the best ways to help birds thrive is to make
sure your yard is bird-friendly. The secret to success
lies in choosing locally native plants, which brim with
nutritious insects, berries, nectar, and seeds to give
birds vital food and refuge.

Choose native plants that are adapted to your
particular growing conditions, such as the amount of
sunlight or shade, the type of soil, and the amount of
precipitation the site receives. Search Audubon’s
native plants database for listings of the best bird- and
wildlife-friendly plants for your area, as well as a list of
native plant nurseries and other resources near you.

Focus on native plants that \

support the highest variety - ﬁ
and quantity of bird food. BI rd ,

v
P

e Native trees such as Friend y

oaks, willows, birches, NATIVE PLANTS

and maples, and native

herbaceous plants such as goldenrod, milkweed,
and asters host numerous caterpillar species that
are a vital source of protein for birds, especially
during the breeding season.

e Red tubular flowers such as native columbine and
honeysuckle serve up nectar for hummingbirds.

e Native sunflowers, asters, and coneflowers
produce seeds for songbirds.

e Berries ripen at different times, so include
seasonal variety: serviceberry and cherry for birds
during the breeding season and summer;
dogwood and spicebush for songbirds flying south;
cedar and holly trees to sustain birds through cold
winter days and nights.

e Search Audubon’s native plants database for
listings of the best bird- and wildlife-friendly plants
for your area, as well as a list of native plant
nurseries and other resources near you. Visit
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
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Browns Lake Field Trip
By Jim Brown

After a cool, wet week April 29" smiled at us with
pleasant weather providing a fun day of birding for
the 22 people who joined the Browns Lake field trip.
Our first stop beyond Ovando was a large pond where
we saw a good variety of ducks including Ring-neck
Duck, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Canvasback and
American Wigeon. We were viewing the waterfowl
from a road when a rancher pulled up on his ATV
accompanied by a dog that had obviously met with up
with a skunk and said we could drive through his field
if we wanted. That was certainly a kind offer. We
thanked him and said we were ok just viewing from
the road. He also told us the Long-billed Curlews were
back and several were just ahead a mile or so. This
species has been difficult to find for the past two
years. But sure enough we located the curlews and
saw the birds both standing and flying as well as
American Pipits in the same area.

Our car caravan then wound its way through a small
backwater ranch country valley to a snag rich aspen
patch next to a large area of conifers. We heard and
observed several Red-naped Sapsuckers. A few folks
got a glimpse of both the male and female
Williamson's Sapsucker, which seemed to shy away
from us. Interestingly the appearance of the male and
female is totally different. This species of conservation
concern is fairly widespread but never easily found so
it is always a treat to locate one. While searching out
the sapsuckers we also observed Cassin's Finch,
Mountain Bluebird and Red-tailed Hawk.

Viewing conditions were very good at Browns Lake,
where the water was surprisingly calm. At our first
stop, we observed a large number of Canvasbacks and
no Redheads, which suggested that we were on the
early side of migration. Driving slowly around the lake
we had fabulous close up views of a Pied-billed Grebe
and three Horned Grebes. Usually they are sitting way
out in the lake. At the lunch stop on the peninsula that
juts out into the lake we had great views of Western
Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, and different duck species.
Several Bonaparte's Gulls, Common Loons, Eared
Grebes and Yellow-rumped Warblers were also
present. A late migrating flock of nine or so Snow
Geese sat across the lake giving us a distant view.

Shortly after leaving Browns Lake an immature Golden
Eagle hopped up from the ground and flew over us.
We observed more waterfowl and a Marsh Wren on
the ponds along the Cutoff Road. Then we
encountered a scattered flock of about 30 Sandhill
Cranes and a bit further on a flock of 17 Long-billed
Curlews where last year none could be found. It was
encouraging to see this many curlews, which is an
important grassland species of conservation concern
in North America. For the day we observed 27 species
of waterfowl (17 duck species), 7 raptor species
including Bald and Golden Eagles and 21 Long-billed
Curlews. In all, our group tallied 72 species.

Bandy Ranch Field Trip
By Larry Weeks

Saturday, May 13" was a cool \
and windy day in the Ovando
Valley for the field trip to the
Bandy Ranch. The first stop was at the Clearwater
River where we got a glimpse of a Sharp-shinned
Hawk and a good look at a Spotted Sandpiper. We
then birded along Woodworth Road which leads to
the Bandy Ranch. Birds along the road included
several Sandhill Cranes, at least 5 Long-billed Curlews,
both bluebirds, an excellent look at a Northern
Waterthrush, Vesper Sparrow, and Yellow Warbler.
We found a male Rufous Hummingbird and a very
vocal Clark's Nutcracker near the ranch buildings.
Upsata Lake produced Red-necked Grebes, a pair of
Wood Ducks, a Trumpeter Swan, and a Common Loon.
We then walked around a cattail swamp which had
Marsh Wrens and Soras, but no Virginia Rail. We
flushed a Mallard off her nest which contained 12
eggs. After lunch, we hiked into the Bandy Reservaoir.
There were just a few waterfowl on the reservoir but
we did encounter a migrating flock of passerines,
which contained Yellow-rumped and Townsend's
Warblers, and Cassin's Vireos. Then half of the group
went to look for an Eastern Phoebe which had been
photographed on May 6th at the bridge over the
North Fork of the Blackfoot River near the Harry
Morgan fishing access. And we found the phoebe.
This bird has only been documented about 25 times in
Montana. There were 11 people on the trip, and we
observed 61 species



Hello &

Our Newest Members

e Mrs. Chas Allen

e Mary L Barnett

e Arlene Bush

This photo of a Sandhill Crane was taken during the past winter
in Southern Arizona by our Audubon friend Gerhard Knudsen.

e Michael Carter

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join

S $15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. S Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird
habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.

S $25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution

S General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips, Volunteer - Please contact me. | would like to know
education and outreach. more about how | may help birds and FVAS.

S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.

Name: Phone:

Address

City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)
Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

| To become a new member, renew a lapsed membership or renew a current membership of National Audubon Society (NAS) and receive Audubon
magazine, go to this website: fvaudubon.org/nas. This will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one- time credit for your membership. All NAS members
become members of FVAS. The other financial support we receive from NAS is $1,300 annually for being a chapter in good standing. Montana
Audubon (MTA) is an independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA is responsible for its own fundraising and FVAS
donates $3,000 to MTA annually. There are various tax advantages for donating to MTA, you may contact them through their website:
http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each organization, as we work collaboratively to protect what we all love.

e o o e e e — — — — — — — i —— ——
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norane@mtaudubon.org
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david@mtaudubon.org

Janet Ellis, Senior Director of Policy
jellis@mtaudubon.org

Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist
cerickson@mtaudubon.org

Trinity Pierce, Land Stewardship Coordinator
restoration@mtaudubon.org

Dan Roper, Legislative Assistant
danroper@mtaudubon.org

Amy Seaman, Conservation Program Manager
aseaman@mtaudubon.org

Carolyn Sevier, Center Director
csevier@mtaudubon.org

Sarah Chatwood, Teacher Naturalist
schatwood@mtaudubon.org

Fred Weisbecker, Board President
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