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Peeps from the Prez  by Paul Loehnen 
 
 
In the January Peeps I began an account of Beth 
and my birding adventure in Kenya this past 
November. To resume: On the second day we drove 
to Tsavo National Park. Our first stop was at Lukenya 
Hills. During a walk through the bush, we saw a pair 
of Verreaux's Eagles patrolling the rocky crags for 
luckless Hyrax, and a pair of Lanner Falcons 
displaying along the edge of the cliff. 
 
At lunch, next to a pond we saw an African Golden 
Weaver colony in full swing as well as four species of 
kingfishers, among others. Just inside the park gate, 
assisted by the resident Pearl-spotted Owlet, we 
were treated to a large assemblage of mobbing 
birds. As we approached the lodge, evening was 
falling and a considerable number of nightjars rested 
on the road enabling us to get good views of four 
species. That evening at the open air restaurant, 
Eurasian Nightjars were inside on the roof beams. 
 
The lodge is situated on a dramatic escarpment 
overlooking the vast expanse of Tsavo stretching out 
below. At night the flood lights of the lodge can be 
seen for miles and attracts migrant birds, sometimes 
in the thousands, depending on the weather and the 
moon. To attract leopards the lodge hangs a large 
piece of goat from an old snag in the viewing area. 
The second night we saw two leopards come for the 
free meal, and each morning we were treated to 
many migrant birds.  
 
After two days of birding in Tsavo, we travelled to 
Amboselli near the Tanzanian border with a full view 
of Mount Kilimanjaro. Our initial wildlife experience 
in the park was observing four cheetahs unable to 
move after gorging themselves on an unidentifiable 
kill. Amoselli is famous for its elephant herds, and we 
soon saw a wonderful array of these potentially 
dangerous and unpredictable animals. Birding 
offered many new species including the world’s 
largest heron, the Goliath Heron. On our drive 
around the many 
marshes, we were treated 
to seeing African Jacanas 
skittering over floating 
vegetation and beautiful 
Grey-crowned Cranes 
responding with a quick 
two step—my thousandth  
world bird! 

 
 
 
The next day we flew via Nairobi to Mountain Lodge 
at the base of Mt. Kenya. The lodge overlooks a 
large muddy watering hole attracting various 
mammals day and night. The lodge is setup so one 
can bird from the rooftop. A variety of birds including 
Silvery-cheeked Hornbills and Red-fronted Parrots 
were seen. In the middle of the night the world's 
largest porcine, the Giant Forest Hog, visited the 
water hole.  
  
The next day we drove (on the worst roads I have 
ever experienced) up Mt. Kenya to a meteorologic 
station at 10,000 feet. We saw birds unique to this 
elevation including Jackson's Francolin and  
Abyssinion Ground-thrush.  
 
The next morning on descending from Mountain 
Lodge we again saw many new species, the highlight 
being a beautiful pair of Bar-tailed Trogons. We 
spent the afternoon driving along a road bisecting 
the Solio Ranch, a massive piece of land (we drove 
20 miles and didn't get to the end) belonging to 
Warren Buffet. It is a working ranch which has 
preserved the plain for the resident wild animals. We 
saw a couple hundred migrating Lesser Kestrels, as 
well as a few Amur Falcons and various  
plains birds.  
 
The next day was spent at Lake Baringa. Large 
platform feeders at most lodges are frequently 
covered with large amounts of bread crumbs. Our 
breakfast was interrupted by a continuous swarm of 
birds at these feeders. Jackson's Hornbills were the 
largest but least aggressive of the diners, some ten 
species of weavers in breeding plumage were having 
a free for all, while three species of starlings added 
an extra splash of color… After breakfast we 

patrolled the nearby cliffs finding a 
White-faced Scops Owl. We also came 
across a deadly Puff-adder, first seen by 
our guide and kept at a safe distance. 
 
Mere words cannot convey the magical 
spectacle of Lake Nakuru's Lesser 
Flamingos in the first rays of sunlight at 
daybreak. Apparently this year there were 
record numbers. We took many photos 
but couldn`t capture the scene.  
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Our next destination was the incomparable Masai 
Mara which required a day of travel punctuated with 
roadside stops for new species, such as the 
Malachite Sunbird, the Least Honeyguide and the 
immense Black-and-White Casqued Hornbill.  
 
On our long drive across the Mara we located a 
number of special western species, such as the 
Roufous-bellied Heron, Senegal Plover, Schalow's 
Turaco, Bare-faced Go-away-Birds, Double-toothed 
Barbets, Blue Flycatcher, and Sooty Chat. 
 
From the Mara we flew back to Nairobi and 
eventually after a grueling flight schedule, home. 
The final tally: 614 bird species, 67 mammals, and 
22 reptiles. But the numbers don't tell the whole 
story. This all occurred in the seclusion of luxurious 
lodges deep in the heart of prime birding country, 
offering not only comfort but excellent food. 
 
All the Kenyans we met were friendly and excited 
about the upcoming election. There was spirited, but 
not hostile, debate about the candidates. The 
subsequent events are extremely disturbing and will 
hopefully be resolved in the near future. We had a 
wonderful time and would heartily recommend 
Kenya as a birding destination. 
 
 
Field Trips   by Larry Weeks 
 
 
Saturday, February 16, 2008:  Seventeen people 
joined the author on a muddy tour of the Mission 
Valley.  The expectations on this field trip were high 
because of the possibility of seeing all 5 species of 
falcons.  However, the only falcon that we found was 
an American kestrel.  The buteos were present in 
large numbers and we saw 30 – 40 rough-legged 
hawks and 30 – 40 red-tailed hawks.  One of the 
red-tails was a spectacular Harlan’s that was sitting 
in a tree in Denver Holt’s backyard.  We were 
fortunate to find the rufous ferruginous hawk that 
Denver had been seeing in the middle of the valley.  
Calving was underway, and that was attracting the 
bald eagles to feed on the afterbirth.  There were 7 
eagles concentrated in one location near a large 
herd of cattle.  Other raptors seen on the trip 
included 5 northern harriers and 2 great horned 
owls.  Other birds included 6 species of ducks which 
included an odd concentration of over 1000 mallards 
in a muddy feedlot.  The Polson sewage ponds had 

both species of goldeneye, lesser scaup and 
bufflehead.  There were 26 species documented on 
the field trip.  Denver was leading a field trip at the 
Ninepipes Wildlife Refuge on winter raptors for the 
Montana Natural History Center on the same day.  
When we encountered Denver’s group in the 
afternoon, we found out that Denver was also 
having difficulty finding falcons.  However, they did 
find a prairie falcon at the “hack” site. 
 
 
Say What?  By Bill Gabriel 
 
 
 
As I write this 
we have winter 
in Montana and 
the opportunity 
to see Rough-
legged Hawks 
who have left 
their dark arctic 
homes to come 
here in search of 
small mammals. They give me another opportunity 
to reflect on how some animals get their names. 
Mammalian taxonomists place hares and rabbits in 
an order of mammals called Lagomorpha, from the 
Greek word lagos meaning hare. Then avian 
taxonomists borrow the word again to use in names 
of birds. 
  
Now consider the Willow Ptarmigan, Lagopus 
lagopus (another tautonym). In Latin, lagopus 
means ptarmigan and it is derived from the Greek 
lagopous, meaning a rough-footed hare (lagos = 
hare, pous = foot) like our snowshoe hare. So, we 
could translate the Willow Ptarmigan’s name to 
“rough-footed ptarmigan,” but then all ptarmigan are 
rough-footed. Even Ruffed Grouse grow 
“snowshoes” in the winter—not feathers, but a fringe 
of long scales on their toes permitting them to walk 
on the snow, but that fall off in the spring. 
  
Rough-legged Hawks are so named because they 
have feathers all the way down to their toes, and 
Buteo lagopus means a hawk that is rough-footed 
like a hare. The name of the ptarmigan found in 
Montana, Lagopus leucurus, means White-tailed 
Ptarmigan, like the common name of that grouse. 
 



4 
 

 
The deadline for submissions to the April 
edition of the Birding Observer is Friday, 

March 14th. Please send articles to the editor, 
Beverly, at <orthbev@hotmail.com>. 

 

Beginning Birders Workshop 
 
 
The Five Valleys Audubon Society will conduct a 
workshop for beginning birders again this year.  It 
will consist of two classroom sessions and a field trip 
to Smurfit-Stone.  The classroom sessions are 
scheduled for Thursday, March 13, 2008 and 
Thursday, March 20, 2008.  The field trip is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 15, 2008.  The 
classroom sessions will be held at the Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks’ Regional Office at 3201 Spurgin Road, and will 
start at 7:00 PM and last until 9:30 PM.  Half of the 
classroom sessions will be devoted to the common 
birds that are found in four basic habitats.  This 
discussion will include the major field marks for 
identification, behavior and songs.  The rest of the 
classroom presentations will include ethics, bird 
anatomy, field guides, migration, and optics.  There 
will be a $20.00 charge for the workshop.  To sign 
up, please call Shirley Holden at 549-5706.  The 
workshop will be limited to 30 participants. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008 Workshop for Intermediate Birders 
 
 
The Five Valleys Audubon Society will offer a 
workshop for intermediate birders again this year.  
This workshop should appeal to birders who enjoy 
birding and want to improve their identification skills.  
It will consist of three classroom sessions and two 
field trips.  The classroom sessions are scheduled for 
Thursday, April 10th, Thursday, April 17th and  
Thursday, April 24th.  The field trips will be held on 
Saturday, April 12th to Smurfit-Stone and Saturday, 
April 26th to Maclay Flat.  The classroom sessions 
will be held at the Fish, Wildlife& Parks’ Regional 
Office at 3201 Spurgin Road and will start at 7:00 
PM and last until 9:30 PM.  The program will include 
a full session on hawks, eagles and owls that will 
include some live birds with Kate Davis, and 30-
minute to 60-minute sessions on waterfowl, 
woodpeckers, shorebirds, warblers, sparrows, and 
birding by ear.  There will be a $25.00 charge for the 
workshop.  To sign up, please call John Bremer at 
541-9494.  The workshop will be limited to 30 
participants. 
 

Philip L. Wright Research Awards 

 
For over 20 years Five Valleys Audubon Society has 
awarded small amounts of money to help students 
fund small research projects. In that time more than 
40 university and high 
school students have 
received a total of a 
bit over $14,000. 
Requests for proposals 
to be funded this year 
have been distributed 
to schools. Proposals 
are due in to the 
awards committee by 
March 21, 2008. 
Awards will be 
announced in April. 
  
Eight people donated a total of $695 to the Philip L. 
Wright Memorial Endowment in memory of Rich 
Fevold. Since research awards are made from the 
income on the endowment, every contribution helps 
increase the amount of support we can offer to 
students in coming years. Thank you all. 
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Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five 
Valleys Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding 
Observer and may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues remain entirely 
with the Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
Email (optional): ______________________ 
 
     
    [ ] $15 is enclosed for Chapter membership 
 
    [ ] An additional sum of _____________ is  
           also included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon 
Society, PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT  59807. 

 
Join The National Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National 
Audubon Society and my local Chapter. I will receive 
the Audubon magazine and the Birding Observer, as 
well as participate in all local Chapter activities. I 
understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ 
 
City:___________ State:_____ Zip: _______ 
 
 
 
 [ ] $20 for an individual or family 
 
 [ ] $15 for students and seniors 
 
 
Please make the check payable to National Audubon 
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society, 
Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 
80323-1003.  N53 7XCH 

Important Note To Our Valued Members:  
Please note the expiration date of your membership on the address label of this newsletter. We wouldn’t 
want your membership to expire. We would miss you! A renewal form is on the last page of every 
newsletter for your convenience. Please renew your membership so that you don’t miss any newsletters 
or any of the upcoming events of the Five Valleys Audubon Society.  

 
Thanks to Our Returning Members: 
 
T. Botsford   Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Brett  
Gerry Geske    Susan Gutowski 
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Owens Russ Shannon Parsons  
Dr. Gary Webber  Margaret R. Yobst  
 
Welcome New Members:      
 
Joan Dodoge   Pam Ernie    
Janet L. Fisher   Elizabeth Loomis  
Dana Lund   Edward Morgan   
Mark Sharkey 
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