March 2015

Birding Observer

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Calendar of Events

e Monday, March 2", 7:00pm: The next board
meeting will be held at the Sunrise Coffee Shop,
located at 1951 Kensington Ave in Missoula.

e Monday, March 9*, 7:30pm: Join us to hear Board
Member Scott Hampton speak about biodiversity in
southeast Arizona. The meeting will be held in the
Gallagher Business Building, room L123 at UM.

e Sunday, March 15%: Submission deadline for the
April edition of the Birding Observer.

e Saturday, March 21%: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf NWR
from 10am-Noon. Meet the field trip leader at the
Refuge Visitor’s Center.

e Sunday March 22" Terry McEneaney will lead an
all-day field trip to Freezout Wildlife Management
Area near Choteau, to observe Snow Goose and
Swan migration. Meet in the NW corner of the
Adams Center parking lot at UM for carpooling
departing at 6am and may not return until
dark.  Bring lunches and dress appropriately.
(Freezout has been known to be windy.) For more
info call Terry Toppins at 214-1194.

Summer in southeast Arizona: birds and other wildlife

Travel with Five Valleys Audubon to southeast Arizona on
Monday, March 9 as Scott Hampton describes his work
in this land of great biodiversity. The program will be at
the Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus in
room L14 at 7:30 p.m. Scott led a field crew that
conducted bird and vegetation surveys for the USFS
Rocky Mountain Research Station in five of the Sky Island
ranges last summer. Scott will
share his experiences with photos,
anecdotes, and natural history
details as well as an overview of
the USFS project and its history.
Preceding the program will be a
short presentation from P.L
Wright Research award recipient

and UM student, Tyler Kelly. He will speak on
"Determination of Mountain Plover corticosterone levels
induced by breeding habitat characteristics."

Contributing to southeast Arizona’s biodiversity are its
range of habitats from lowland desert scrub up to
subalpine forests and its low latitude within the US.
Located at the junction of the Rocky Mountains, Sierra
Madre Mountains and the Chihuahuan and Sonoran
deserts also makes it a crossroads for an incredible
variety of birds. For many people, the isolated mountain
ranges, called Sky Islands, scattered within a ‘sea’ of low
elevation hot, dry deserts are the most interesting areas
in the region. The names of the Chiricahua, Huachuca,
and Santa Rita mountains, among others, conjure up
visions of birds like Elegant Trogons, Zone-tailed Hawks,
Elf and Whiskered Screech-Owls, Red-faced Warblers,
and hummingbirds galore! The amazing biodiversity
makes the area one the most exciting U.S. destinations
for birding. The region hosts over 400 species every year
and over 514 birds have been documented there.

Scott Hampton works in the USFS Rocky Mountain
Research Station on a Greater Sage-Grouse conservation
genetics project. His background includes ornithological
consulting and predator control work in southern
California, songbird banding in the Bitterroot, and service
in the Marine Corps Reserve.

Also during the March 9th program meeting, Five Valleys
Audubon will hold its annual membership meeting to
elect new members to the Officers and the Board of
Directors. There are currently six positions open:
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and three
Directors. The nominating committee is recommending
Rose Leach for President, Thomas Kallmeyer for Vice-
President, Jean Duncan for Treasurer, and Catherine
Goodman and Paul Loehnen for Directors. This leaves
one Director position open for anyone who might be
interested. The above candidates, plus any nominations
from the floor, will be voted on by the membership at
the meeting.



Peeps From The Board: The Poo-Poo Project
By Edward Monnig

As humans increasingly crowd the planet, our effects on
our fellow species become ever more obvious, and our
responsibility to mitigate these impacts ever greater. |
marvel at the impediments to bird survival we humans
have created: windows for collision, pampered cats,
lighted skyscrapers, vehicles at speed.

And just when you thought it was safe to go back in the
woods, another problem arises from a most curious
source: the lowly outhouse, that one time farmyard
staple, roundly acclaimed to be too far in the winter and
too close in the summer. But technology has caught up
even with this primitive facility in the development of the
so-called “sweet-smelling toilet” (or SST). An engineer
had the insight to add a large black pipe to these toilets
that extends from the vault below the toilet through the
roof of the toilet to a height of 6 to 8 feet above the roof.
Sunlight warms the pipe and the heated air inside the
pipe rises and pulls the odorous air from inside the vault
away from the user.

Brilliant indeed, at least when the sun is shining. We
should probably award the designer the Nobel Prize in
sanitary science but for one problem with this new
configuration. The pipe can be an attractant to cavity-
nesting birds, particularly smaller owls. Once the bird
enters the pipe it is virtually impossible to fly out and the
bird tumbles into the vault, typically to a horrible death.

Fortunately there is a fairly simple solution to the
problem. The Teton Raptor Center, through their so-
called “Poo-Poo Project”, has developed a mesh screen
that can be installed easily onto the top of the vent pipe.
The Five Valleys Audubon Society is purchasing 100 of
these screens and will be working with the Lolo National
Forest and the State of Montana to install these screens
on vaulted toilets in this area. We hope to work with
other organizations to encourage installation on such
toilets on public lands in other areas.

This problem of bird entrapment in pipes is more
widespread than just the vent pipes on vaulted toilets.
For example, Federal and State regulations require that
mining claims filed on public lands under the 1872
Mining Act be marked with durable stakes. In many
areas miners have routinely used open-ended PVC pipe
4 to 6 inches in diameter. A survey of about 1,000 such

pipes in Nevada found an average of almost 1 dead bird
per pipe. In Nevada alone there are over a million mining
claims on Federal land often with multiple marking pipes.
You can do the math on the potential bird mortality.

Fortunately Nevada State regulations now prohibit the
use of open-end pipes, and groups are working to replace
existing pipes on abandoned claims. In Montana there
are no specific regulations for claim markers, although
the Bureau of Mines recommends using 4-by-4 inch
treated posts.

Closer to home, | have pondered the potential effects of
the various plumbing vent pipes and other exhaust pipes
that protrude from the roofs of most houses, which can
be the same diameter as mine claim markers. | have not
found clear information on how big a problem these
pipes might be, although a contractor friend reports
occasionally finding dead birds in these pipes.

Certainly if you have a fireplace or stove chimney, you
should assure that it is safely screened. These chimney
flues are typically large enough to entice and trap birds.
Likewise any other standing open-ended pipes should be
covered or removed, if not needed for venting purposes.

This spring we will be assisting the Lolo Forest with
installation of screens on vaulted toilets in campgrounds.
We will be advertising for volunteers for Poo-Poo Project
North; you can help.
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Workshop for Beginning & Intermediate Birders

St. Patrick's Day Facts & Trivia
Reprinted from Discovery News

The Five Valleys Audubon Society will offer a workshop
for beginning and intermediate birders. This workshop
should appeal to birders who are just getting started and
to birders who want to improve their identification skills.
It will consist of four classroom sessions and one field
trip. The classroom sessions are scheduled for Thursdays
on April 2", 9t 16 and 23™, 2015 and will be held at
the Fish, Wildlife & Parks Regional Office at 3201 Spurgin
Road. They will start at 7:00 PM and last until 9:30 PM.
The program will include a full session on hawks, eagles
and owls, and also include 30- to 60-minute sessions on
bird anatomy, migration, waterfowl, woodpeckers,
shorebirds, warblers, sparrows and birding-by-ear. The
field trip will be held on Saturday, April 25", There will
be a $35 charge for the workshop. To sign up, call Larry
Weeks at  549-5632 or  email him at
bwsgenea@gmail.com. The workshop will be limited to
30 participants.

For Thoughtful Bird Nerds
By Jerry Dirnberger

[ ]
The othe.r day | was relaxing = = ‘
under a fig tree. Well, actually, e ~~\_!_/’
| was doing a bit of meditating. ’ N .
Really?, Ok, it was more like /

contemplation. | looked down
at my navel. Then it hit me, so |
asked myself “do birds have belly buttons?” This turned
out to be a very enlightening experience. So | was
wondering if other Bird Nerds had the same experience.

If you think you know the answer and wish to enter the
contest to win the pot, please write your answer on the
back of a $20 bill and send it to the address listed in this
newsletter. And DO NOT read any further than this...

Well, now nobody said that bird nerds were smart in
everything!! Let's get back to answering the
question...and the answer is: “Inside a bird's egg there is
a tiny cord that connects the developing embryo to the
yolk sac. When the egg cracks open, the hatchling does
in fact have a miniscule residual scar where the cord was.
As the nestling grows up, the scar fades.”
(http://www.audubon.org/news/question-do-birds-
have-belly-buttons) Hey, it is not an over-sight that we
don't publish “Letters to the Editor.”

e Inlreland, St. Patrick's Day
is a religious holiday similar
to Christmas and Easter.

e Erin go Bragh translates to
"Ireland forever."

e The very first St. Patrick's Day parade was not in
Ireland. It was in Boston in 1737.

e The largest parade in the United States, held since
1762, is in New York City, and draws more than
one million spectators each year.

e Over 100 US cities hold a parade every year. Some
of the other biggest St. Patrick's Day parades are in
Chicago, lllinois and Savannah, Georgia.

e In 1948 President Truman became the first
president to attend a St. Patrick’s Day parade.

e Green is associated with Saint Patrick's Day
because it is the color of spring, of Ireland, and of
the shamrock.

e To celebrate St. Patrick's Day, 110 million people
will celebrate the day by wearing green, making an
Irish-inspired meal, or going out to celebrate.

e There are 33.7 million U.S. residents who are of
Irish ancestry. That number is almost nine times
the population of Ireland itself.

e 15 million cards are exchanged on St. Patrick's Day.
10 percent of all St Patrick's Day cards are sold in
New York.

e 19 Presidents of the United States proudly claim
Irish heritage -- including our first President,
George Washington.

e St. Patrick is a hero in Ireland. And there are about
60 churches and cathedrals named for him in
Ireland alone. One of the most famous cathedrals
is St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin. These grounds
bear the mark of the place where St. Patrick
baptized his converts.
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Five Steps for Better Birding
Step 3 -- Be Systematic

Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Awards

There are two ways
to look at a bird.
Systematically and
obtusely.
Systematically
means apprehending
all key field marks in
an organized way.

Obtusely means
looking at a bird,
noting obvious

characteristics and searching for an identification.

Studying birds systematically takes more time. But once
this discipline is ingrained, you’ll discover that studying
birds ceases to be methodical or mechanical. Instead, it
becomes facile and natural.

Try to make it your discipline to study every bird the
same way every time. Don’t just hope that something will
catch your eye. First, note size and shape. As you view a
bird, always try to place the bird in a broader,
comparative grouping such as flycatchers, vireos or
buntings. Often the best way to do this is to look at the
shape of a bird’s bill. You’ll come to recognize that
flycatcher bills are pointed and very wide. Vireo bills are
thick and hooked at the tip. Bunting bills are short and
conical.

Now that your eye is on the bill work back along the top
of the bird, noting distinguishing characteristics (crown
stripes, eye ring, eye color, back color and pattern, wing
bars rump color, tail length and shape). Now go back to
the bill and do it again, this time studying the under parts
(throat, color,, breast color and pattern, belly color and
pattern, leg and feet length and color, under tail color
and pattern).

While not all birds will show the same array of
distinguishing characteristic, every bird should be
studied the same way. Adopt this discipline and you will
not only see and recall more, you will find that the
distinguishing characteristics you need to confirm an
identification won’t be overlooked.

In 1981 Five Valleys Audubon Society began a program of
awarding small amounts of money to help students fund
small research projects. Originally called the Field Biology
Research Awards, in 1992 the name of the program was
changed to the Philip L. Wright Research Awards in
recognition of Dr. Wright's contributions to science,
Montana, and Missoula. In these 34 years, 72 university
and high school students have received a total of $32,541
from the program. The amount per award has ranged
from $100 to $1,180, and averaged $452.

Subjects of the research have been distributed as
follows: birds 33, plants and habitats 17, mammals 10,
amphibians 7, invertebrates 6, fish 3. While most of
these small studies have been carried out within
Montana, some have been as far afield as Alaska,
Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Central America,
and Southeast Asia.

Requests for proposals for research to be funded this
year have been distributed within UM and to local high
schools. Proposals for the 2015 awards will be due on
March 26, 2015.
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One of us, Mr. Barrows, is a very sick man!”




Texas Birding Trip / March — April 2014
Les Carpenter from Plains, MT

My wife and | had always heard about the fabulous birding to be had
in Texas. So, with both of us being retired, we made a trip down there
last Spring. After conducting some research for the trip, | guessed
that we might find 30 or so new life list birds. As it turned out, we
were very pleasantly surprised when upon our return we had counted
a total of 236 species sighted, including 51 new ones we had never
seen before. | will list the date, location, and species for each of the
51 new sightings. Some birds we saw quite often in several locations
and | will mark those with an asterisk*.

March 13, 2014, at Palo Duro Canyon State Park, TX: Canyon Towhee, Golden Fronted Woodpecker*

March 15, 2014, at Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge, OK: American Woodcock, Rufous- Crowned
Sparrow, Mute Swan

March 17, 2014, at Colorado Bend State Park, TX: Zone Tailed Hawk, Yellow Throated Vireo

March 18, 2014, at Guadelupe River State Park, TX: Black Crested Titmouse*, Green Kingfisher*

March 19, 2014, near Goliad, TX: Crested Caracara*

March 19-21, 2014, Goose Island State Park, TX: Neotropic Cormorant, Reddish Egret, Whooping Crane, Ruddy
Turnstone, Roseate Spoonbill, Tricolored Heron, American Oystercatcher, Short Billed Dowitcher, Royal Tern
March 20, 2014, at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, TX: White Eyed Vireo

March 21, 2014, at Bishop City Park, TX: Mottled Duck

March 21, 2014, at Sarita Rest Area, TX: Green Jay*

March 21, 2014, at Arroyo Colorado, TX: Great Kiskadee*, Yellow Crowned Night Heron

March 22, 2014, at Laguna Atascosa Natl. Wildlife Refuge, TX: Harris's Hawk, White Tailed Hawk, Aplomado
Falcon, Plain Chachalaca*, Long Billed Thrasher*, Olive Sparrow, Altamira Oriole*,

March 25, 2014, at South Padre Island, TX: Worm Eating Warbler, Yellow Throated Warbler, Kentucky Warbler,
Seaside Sparrow

March 27, 2014, at Estero Llano Grande State Park, TX: Couch's Kingbird, Least Grebe

March 27-28, 2014, at Falcon State Park, TX: Bobwhite Quail, Lesser Nighthawk, Common Pauraque, Ash-
Throated Flycatcher

March 29, 2014, at Seminole Canyon State Park, TX: Scaled Quail, Hooded Oriole

March 30-April 1, 2014, at Big Bend National Park, TX: Black Tailed Gnatcatcher, Scott's Oriole, Gray Hawk, Bell's
Vireo, Black Throated Gray Warbler, Lucifer Hummingbird

April 3, 2014, at Carlsbad Cavern National Park, NM: Cave Swallow

April 4, 2014, at Guadelupe Mountains National Park, TX: Cassien's Kingbird




Highlights of MT Audubon’s Jan 30 (2015) Board Meeting
for Chapter Representatives to Report to Chapter Leaders/Members
By: Steve Hoffman

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

MT Audubon is facing its most challenging fiscal year since Steve Hoffman was hired as the Executive Director.
The expense budget for the current fiscal year (Oct 1 — Sep 30) was increased by $200,000 (to $1.1 million) to
accommodate: a) a much-needed Operations Manager position in Helena, b) additional staffing and
programmatic/facilities expansion at the Montana Audubon Center in Billings, and c) the strengthening of our
bird conservation and policy work (including lobbying efforts during the 2015 state legislative session). Hence, a
substantial budget deficit appears likely this fiscal year.

The independent audit of MT Audubon’s financial records (for the 15-month period July 1, 2013 to September
30, 2014) was completed, with no issues or concerns expressed by the auditor. In addition, two Form 990s have
been completed (and approved by the Board); these will be filed promptly with the Internal Revenue Service.

Don Roberts, an active and long-time member of the Montana Audubon Center Advisory Council in Billings, was
elected to the MT Audubon Board as the official Council Representative. He replaces Bob Mackin, who served as
Council Representative for many years. Bob has agreed to serve as the Alternate Rep. for the Council.

The concept of term limits for At-Large Board members was discussed, and the Board Nominating-Governance
Committee was asked to prepare a specific proposal for implementing term limits (to be reviewed & discussed
at the April meeting).

At the 2015 Montana legislature MT Audubon’s new lobbying team (Amy Seaman, Jake Troyer & Jill Feldhusen)
is co-leading efforts to pass the Sage Grouse Stewardship Act to provide $10 million in funding for Greater Sage-
grouse conservation in accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order (see our email action alert sent on 2-6-
15, or visit our website for more info). Your timely help on this and other legislative matters is critical. (If you
are not receiving our legislative alerts please sign up today!)

Donald Seibert provided a 45-minute training session on Board engagement in fundraising.

Darcie Howard provided an overview of plans to
develop a Nature Play Area at the Center. She
requested a Board commitment of $2,500 to help
reach the $60,000 needed to complete the project.

Planning for the 2015 Bird Festival in Helena is
progressing well; Last Chance Audubon’s Festival
Planning Committee is doing a fantastic job!
Missoula was selected as the 2016 Bird Festival
location (by a unanimous vote). Five Valleys
Audubon (and most likely Bitterroot Audubon) has
agreed to partner with MT Audubon to plan and
carry out the event.

Four Wildlife Fund grants were recommended and
approved, for a total disbursement of $1,740.

When a male bird can't stand it anymore!



Welcome New Members

Donald Berg
Denise Campbell
Wm Ditch

M. Emderlin
Glenn Grandjean
Susan Drve Kerns
David Marsolek
Kay Metcalf

Anne Brooks

Jodi Clark

Scott Edgerton
Kris Gardner
Carrol Karlsgodt
Jodi Kulina

Gary Matson
Kelly Van Noppen

Chris & Dorothy Busch
Christy Deskins

Julie Ellison

Anne Gordon

Mary Kelly

Carla Majernik

F. J. McMichael Jr
James Quigley
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Karen Smith

Go Green and Save!

Do you want to help Five Valleys Audubon Society save money, paper and volunteer time? Please consider reading
your Birding Observer online. Your online copy will contain content in color, and you will receive your newsletter
much earlier than the mailed hard copy! If you wish to receive your Birding Observer via email, just send us a
request with your name to Vick Applegate at kZvk@arrl.net. You can also find your current newsletter on the Five
Valleys Audubon Society website at www.fvaudubon.org. Thanks!

Join National Audubon Society
& Five Valleys Audubon Society

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys
Audubon Society. | will receive the Birding Observer and may
participate in all local Chapter activities. | understand that my
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.

Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society
and my local Chapter. | will receive the Audubon magazine and
the Birding Observer, and | may participate in all local Chapter
activities. | understand that my dues are shared between NAS
Name: and my local Chapter.

Address: Name:

City: : ip: Address:

Phone: City:

Email: Phone:

Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless Email:
requested otherwise.
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless
___S$15is enclosed for Chapter-only membership requested otherwise.
__ Anadditional sum of § is also __S$20for a 1-year individual or family membership
included to support Chapter activities.
C3Z N53 02
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society
and mail to: Please make the check payable to National Audubon Society and
Five Valleys Audubon Society mail to:
PO Box 8425

Missoula, MT 59807

National Audubon Society
PO Box 422250
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250
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Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
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OFFICERS:

President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

DIRECTORS:

2014-2017

2014-2017

2014-2017

2012-2015

2013-2016
COMMITTEES:
Member Records
Membership Promotion
Program

Conservation Advocacy
Habitat Protection & Restore
Field Activities
Publicity

Education

PL Wright Endowment
University Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Circulation
Web Site

Archivist

Audubon Adventures
Christmas Bird Count
Past President

Five Valleys Audubon Society

TO:

PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807

www.fvaudubon.org
Pat Little 493 - 7115
Rose Leach 721-0779
Andrea Stierle 782 - 6419
Kit Stevens 721 - 3530

Carolyn Goren
Gerhard Knudsen
Scott Hampton
Betsy Griffing

Ed Monnig

Vick Applegate
Jerry Dirnberger
Carolyn Goren
Vacant

Jim Brown

Terry Toppins
Poody McLaughlin
Larry Weeks

Bill Gabriel
Winsor Lowe

544 - 1060
(417) 343-3499
549 — 0580

549 - 0027
360-5133
544 - 1060

549 - 8052
214-1194
543 - 4860
549 - 5632
273-6880

243 - 6364

Bev Orth Geoghegan (406) 750-0149
Hedwig Vogel-Wright 549 — 7251

Pat Little
Shirley Holden
Barbara Ross
Larry Weeks
Paul Loehnen

493 -7115

552 - 0500
549 - 5632
721-7517

roughle, mail.com

rleach-2@bresnan.net
andrea.stierle@mso.umt.edu

dogmakit@yahoo.com

carolyngoren@gmail.com

gmk@bresnan.net

wscotthampton@gmail.com

emonnig01@gmail.com

k7vk@arrl.net
dirnberger@aol.com

carolyngoren@gmail.com

brownjs2@bresnan.net

tertop@aol.com

pmcregan@bresnan.net

bwsgenea@gmail.com
biograf@earthlink.net

orthbev@hotmail.com

roughleg@gmail.com

bjmross@gmail.com

bwsgenea@gmail.com
ploehnen@gmail.com
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Steve Hoffman, Executive Director
shoffman@mtaudubon.org

Janet Ellis, Program Director
jellis@mtaudubon.org

Norane Freistadt, Development Director
norane@mtaudubon.org

Amy Cilimburg, Director of Conservation &

Climate Policy amy@mtaudubon.org

Darcie Vallant, Center Director
darcie@mtaudubon.org

Frances Boyens, Education Director
education@mtaudubon.org

Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate
aseaman@mtaudubon.org

Trinity Pierce, Land Stewardship Coordinator
restoration@mtaudubon.org

Fred Weisbecker, Board President
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