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Calendar of Events

e Monday, March 7*": The board meeting will be held
atJean Duncan's home, 721 Woodford Ave, Missoula
from 7pm-9pm.

e Monday, March 14*: Kate Stone will present on the
Common Poorwill at the March meeting, at 7:30pm,
in room L14 of the Gallagher Business Building at
UM. lan Anderson, a senior in wildlife biology at UM
and winner of the 2015 Philip L. Wright Memorial
Research Award will also speak, presenting the
results of his work with Arctic Grayling.

e Tuesday, March 15'": Submission deadline for the
March edition of the Birding Observer.

e Saturday, March 19%: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf NWR
from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip leader at the
Refuge Visitor’s Center.

e Saturday, March 26": All-day field trip to the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet at 8:00 am in the northwest
corner of the Adams Center parking lot.

e Saturday, April 9t": Five-hour late-day field trip to
the Ninepipes area to look for Short-eared Owls.
Meet at 4:00 pm in the northwest corner of the
Adams Center parking lot. The return trip to
Missoula will be after it gets dark.

How Common are the Poorwills?

We know little about the Common Poorwill, a member
of the nightjar family, and its natural history and habitat
needs in Montana. Most published range maps do not
show the species occurring west of the Continental
Divide in Montana. Unravel the mysteries of the
Common Poorwill in western Montana at the next
chapter meeting on Monday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. We’'ll
again  meet in 4

Gallagher Business
Building room L14
(lower level) on
the UM campus.

Kate Stone, an Ecologist for the MPG Ranch, will present
the program. MPG is a private conservation property
near Florence in the Sapphire Mountains. Surveys
conducted on the ranch targeting other birds led to
numerous incidental detections of Common Poorwills. In
2015, biologists started a pilot project to more closely
examine Poorwill distribution, habitat use, and breeding
ecology. They also used Citizen Scientists from Bitterroot
Audubon to survey for Poorwills in other parts of the
valley. Volunteers detected Poorwills throughout the
Sapphire Mountain Range. On the MPG Ranch, they
found Poorwills widely distributed in habitats with a
mixture of a shrubby overstory, steep terrain, and talus
slopes. In some cases Poorwills roosted and/or nested in
areas with tree cover. They captured 11 individuals and
tested radio telemetry techniques to approximate range
size, roost use, and site fidelity. They monitored activity
at six nests and deployed motion-sensing cameras when
possible to observe nesting behavior. They also used
acoustic monitors and roadside observations to
document arrival and departure dates.

In this presentation, Kate will summarize the initial
findings and share other parts of Poorwill natural history
not often observed. She will also be looking for
volunteers to conduct Poorwill surveys this summer —
maybe that could be you? Kate’s research focuses on
using bird populations as a means of evaluating the
success of restoration treatments. She also oversees
several projects aimed at learning more about little-
known bird species. Kate has an undergraduate degree
in Conservation Biology from Middlebury College, and an
M.S. in Forestry from the University of Montana. She
lives in Stevensville and is a board member for Bitterroot
Audubon and Ravalli County’s Open Lands Board.

Preceding Kate Stone’s program, lan Anderson, a Senior
in Wildlife Biology at UM and winner of a 2015 Philip L.
Wright Memorial Research Award, will present the
results of his project titled: "Influence of fine sediment
on Arctic grayling (Thymallus arcticus) egg survival: field
experiments."



Peeps From The Board:
An Audubon Society by Any Other Name
By Edward Monnig

Here is an interesting fact in a world consumed with
brand loyalty, trademark integrity, and protection
against copyright infringement. The word “Audubon”
and all the works of the illustrious artist, John James
Audubon, have entered the public domain and are thus,
with few exceptions, copyright free and can be used
royalty-free.  One consequence is that the word
“Audubon” adorns museums, parks, private refuges,
birdseed mixtures, and even a used car dealership in
Louisiana.

Obviously the common
use of Audubon’s name
does not necessarily
indicate a relationship
between various
products, places, or
organizations. However,
it came as some surprise
to me to learn that even
within ~ the  Audubon
family of organizations,
the sharing of the name
does not necessarily indicate a strict legal affiliation. The
complexity of our organization is in part a reflection of
the history of the so-called “Audubon Society.”

Our national organization was officially incorporated in
1905 as the National Association of Audubon Societies
for the Protection of Wild Birds and Animals. The name
reflected an organization formed of state ornithological
organizations, the first of which, the Massachusetts
Audubon Society, was founded in 1896. By 1905 there
were organizations in 16 states, mostly east of the
Mississippi that joined to form the National Audubon—
affectionately known in some circles as NAASPWBA.

The organization slowly expanded through the 1920’s
and faced retrenchment during the Depression. By the
1950’s membership and local chapters were still
primarily concentrated in the northeastern states. In the
early 1960’s Charles Callison led a concerted effort to
expand local chapters across the country. Regional
offices were formed that spearheaded this effort. As a
result the number of local chapters such as our Five
Valleys Audubon Society has increased to nearly 500

nationwide. FVAS began meeting in 1977 and became an
official chapter in the early 1980s

Although local chapters share goals and purpose with the
National Audubon, local chapters such as Five Valleys are
separate legal entities and for tax purposes have a
separate 501(c)3 non-profit status. We are primarily
self-supporting and conduct our own fundraising, such as
our annual birdathon. We do receive a small remittance
of your annual dues from the national office.

Beginning in the 1970s the National Audubon began an
effort to replace Regional Offices with state offices. In
Montana the local chapters saw the need to combine
resources to address statewide issues. The chapters
formed a council officially known as Montana Audubon
in 1976.

Most statewide Audubon organizations (24 to date) are
subsumed under the National Audubon legal charter.
However, Montana Audubon has chosen to remain
separate, with its own 501(c)3 status, in part to reduce
overhead costs. This separate status means that
Montana Audubon is solely responsible for its own
funding. Five Valleys Audubon Society and other
chapters in the state contribute to this funding of
Montana Audubon.

In short, Five Valleys Audubon, Montana Audubon, and
National Audubon share a name, share goals, and
coordinate efforts while remaining legally independent
organizations. The protection of birds and their habitat
requires efforts at the local, state, and national level, and
Audubon is well positioned to work at all levels. Your
support for this multi-pronged effort is truly appreciated.

2015 Bluebird Success Summary
By Kathy Heffernan

An even 100 bluebirds fledged from the

North Hills bluebird boxes maintained by X \

Mountain Bluebird Trails volunteers. !‘(
Seventy-seven (77) Western Bluebirds

and 23 Mountain Bluebirds successfully \
matured and left the boxes along with

numerous Tree Swallows. Early-season predation from a
Cooper’s Hawk on bluebird parents caused several
clutches to fail.

If you are interested in bluebird conservation, visit
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com.



http://www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com/
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June 3-5, 2016 Missoula, Montana

Come join us for Montana Audubon’s Annual Bird
Festival, this year co-hosted by Five Valleys Audubon in
cooperation with Bitterroot Audubon, June 3-5, 2016, at
the Holiday Inn Downtown in Missoula. We are very
excited about our facility at Riverfront Park along the
Clark Fork River, where all festival activities will take
place Friday through Sunday, including registration, field
trip departures, guest speaker presentations, meals,
banquet festivities, and much more. The Holiday Inn
Downtown is located off the Van Buren or Orange Street
exits off 1-90 and provides easy access to all our birding
activities and field trips.

Currently we have rooms blocked for festival-goers
Friday and Saturday nights. Be sure to tell them you’re
with the Montana Audubon Bird Festival group to get the
special rate! If you're planning to arrive early or late to
take in the pre- and post-trips sponsored by Five Valleys
Audubon, the Holiday Inn will try to accommodate you at
our contracted rate outside the block. We suggest you
make your reservations soon by calling 1-800-399-0408
or 406-721-8550.

Our Festival Registration Brochure is scheduled to be
mailed early March, with the online registration system
active soon after. Use either the registration brochure or
the online system to register. The brochure is full of
information on the festival events and all the field trips
that will be available.

Here’s a Sneak Peek at Some of our Scheduled Events:

e Keynote speakers are Erick Greene, wildlife biology
professor at the University of Montana, and Kate
Davis, founder of the non-profit educational
organization, Raptors of the Rockies, now in their
29th year. Erick will speak about the danger of being
a hawk as well as provide a bird’s eye view of the
Clark Fork River watershed and the Osprey’s role as
environmental sentinels. Kate will discuss the vital
educational programs and projects she spearheads.

e Friday evening - a look at Montana Audubon and
the beginning of a year-long celebration of 40 years
of conservation achievements!

e Also see the long-awaited Birds of Montana book,
meet the authors, and get your autographed copy.

e Hear from the American Prairie Reserve and their
work in Montana.

Stay tuned for more information on other special
happenings at or around this festival event.

Field Trip
By Larry Weeks

Saturday, January 30, 2016: Twenty people joined the
author for a 1-mile hike off Deschamps Lane to the owl
banding site west of the airport. Since the author knew
where the trapping site was, Denver Holt and his crew
had gone in earlier and set up the mist nets in one of the
brushy draws. When we arrived at the site, Denver
addressed the group for about 20 minutes before they
started “driving” the draw. We had to wait out of sight
while the trapping took place. They caught one Long-
eared Owl on the first drive, and then a second owl on a
second drive. Denver then talked about the owls for
about 45 minutes. Everyone was mesmerized by the
discussion as he pointed out the features with a live owl.
He discussed the structure of the feathers that allows
silent flight, the asymmetrical location of the ears to
allow prey capture without visual assistance, the cryptic
plumage that assists with camouflage, the low wing
loading that allows such a buoyant flight, etc., etc.
Denver has been studying Long-eared Owls for 30 years
and he has banded 1,850 owls during that time span. The
overall population is decreasing and he is not sure why.
In the Missoula area, subdivisions are an obvious factor
but the same downward trend is evident
in the Mission Valley and that area is
expanding the wildlife protection areas.
There are only an estimated 6,000 Long-
eared Owls left and Denver feels that
they should receive more protection
before they become endangered.
Other birds seen on the trip included
Rough-legged and  Red-tailed
Hawks, American Kestrel, Black-
capped Chickadee, Common
Raven, and Black-billed Magpie.
Rose Leach carried her spotting
scope and was able to locate a
Great Blue Heron, Green-
winged teal and Gadwall.

Long-eared Owl



Why Celebrate the Migratory Bird Treaty?
Originally published online by USFWS, October 2015

The year 2016 marks the centennial of the Convention
between the United States and Great Britain (for Canada)
for the Protection of Migratory Birds (also called the
Migratory Bird Treaty), signed on August 16, 1916. The
Migratory Bird Treaty, and three others that followed,
form the cornerstones of our efforts to conserve birds
that migrate across international borders.

The Treaty connects the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service with
our federal, state, private, non-governmental, tribal, and
international partners, who share a long, successful
history of conserving, protecting, and managing
migratory bird populations and their habitats.
Celebrating the centennial of the first Treaty allows us to
bring together those who have contributed to its success,
and to galvanize efforts to protect migratory birds for the
generations to come.

Migratory birds

e Connect people with nature and add beauty,
sound and color to our world. They provide
countless opportunities for enjoyment by
birders, hunters, and outdoor enthusiasts and
have cultural and spiritual importance.

e Contribute environmental benefits, including
pollination, insect and rodent control, and seed
dispersal.

e Are good indicators of environmental health
because they are so visible and relatively easy
to study. Studying birds can give us a picture of
what is going on in the world.

e Play akey role in the U.S. economy, supporting
recreational opportunities that create jobs and
generate billions of dollars in revenue.

W VSV IVEVTIYTUI TR OERTEWY S

1916 ~UNITED STATES - CANADA ~1966

—~
E MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY
»
»
E

DAAALAAL LA

-

LU.S.POSTAGE FIVE CENTS) ¢

(NN W FFFWFFRTEWEWYWW

~

Goals and Potential Objectives .5,
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Create awareness about the
importance of migratory bird
conservation
e Encourage news media
stories about Treaty
achievements, migratory
birds, and habitat
conservation
e Connect people to migratory bird conservation
via social media

Promote key actions to help birds
e Increase participation in citizen science
e Expand property/homeowner use of best
practices (lights out, reduce collisions, wildlife-
friendly gardens)

Increase support for migratory bird conservation
programs and initiatives
e Strengthen international partnerships
e Increase knowledge and understanding during
reauthorization of key legislation

Expand opportunities for engagement in bird watching,
hunting, and conservation
e Support bird-focused programs and festivals in
Urban Bird Treaty Cities and Urban Refuge
Partnerships
e Increase participation in Duck Stamp and Junior
Duck Stamp
e Promote youth birding and hunting events at
National Wildlife Refuges

Next Steps

Throughout this year and in 2016 the Service will work
with partners to create awareness, promote actions,
increase support, and expand engagement in the
conservation of migratory birds.

A national strategy provides a framework for working
together to achieve mutual goals and objectives. This
centennial celebration is a big one, and we hope your
organization will join us. We need your input, ideas, and
commitment to participate.

Help shape and lead this effort to celebrate the legacy of
the Migratory Bird Treaty. Together we can inspire the
next 100 years of international collaboration for bird
conservation.



Welcome To Our Newest Members

Bruce Bender Joan Essen

Sally A. Ethridge Barbara Graber

Sherri Lee John C. Prange

Richard Ramirez Kathleen A. Settevendemie
Steven Waggener Mary Williamson

Call for Montana Audubon Award Nominations!

Please nominate a deserving person for their work for conservation and/or Audubon! We are now seeking nominations
for awards that will be presented at Montana Audubon’s June annual meeting in Missoula. The awards acknowledge
individuals who exemplify a commitment to birds, other wildlife, and habitat conservation. This year
awards will be given for Conservationist of the Year, Environmental Educator of the Year, Special
Achievement, Citizen Scientist of the Year, and Lifetime Achievement Award.

To nominate your candidate, please visit our website at <mtaudubon.org/about/award/>. To be
considered for this year’s award, nominations must be submitted no later than May 19, 2016.
Nominations can be submitted by email (PREFERRED!) or mailed to Montana Audubon, PO Box 595,
Helena, MT 59624. Questions? Contact Janet Ellis at 406-443-3949 or <jellis@mtaudubon.org>.

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys
Audubon Society. | will receive the Birding Observer and may
participate in all local Chapter activities. | understand that my
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless
requested otherwise.

____S$15for a 1-year, Chapter-only membership

__ Anadditional sum of § is also
included to support Chapter activities.

Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society
and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon Society

PO Box 8425

Missoula, MT 59807

Join National Audubon Society
& Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society
and my local Chapter. | will receive the Audubon magazine and
Birding Observer, and | may participate in all local Chapter
activities. | understand that my dues are shared between NAS
and my local Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless
requested otherwise.

__$20 for a 1-year membership
Chapter Code: N53
Please make check payable to National Audubon Society:
National Audubon Society, Inc.
225 Varick Street, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10014
Attn: Chance Mueleck
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Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807

OFFICERS:
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
DIRECTORS:
2015-2018
2015-2018
2014-2017
2014-2017
2014-2017
2013-2016
COMMITTEES:
Member Records

Membership Promotion

Program

Conservation Advocacy

Habitat Protection
Field Activities
Publicity

Education

PL Wright Endowment
University Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Circulation
Web Site

Archivist

Audubon Adventures
Christmas Bird Count
Past President

TO:

Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
www.fvaudubon.org

Rose Leach
Thomas Kallmeyer
Andrea Stierle
Jean Duncan

Paul Loehnen
Catherine Goodman
Carolyn Goren
Gerhard Knudsen
Scott Hampton

Ed Monnig

Vick Applegate

Jerry Dirnberger
Susie Wall

Vacant

Jim Brown

Terry Toppins

Poody McLaughlin
Larry Weeks

Bill Gabriel

Chad Bishop

Bev Orth Geoghegan
Hedwig Vogel-Wright
Pat Little

Shirley Holden
Barbara Ross

Larry Weeks

Pat Little

721-0779 rleach-2@bresnan.net

thomaskallmeyer@yahoo.com

782-6419 andrea.stierle@mso.umt.edu
396-1171 jeanclaire@montana.com
721-7517 ploehnen@gmail.com

549-5404 catherine.goodman08@gmail.com
544-1060 carolyngoren@gmail.com

417-343-3499 wscotthampton@gmail.com

549-0580 emonnig01@gmail.com
549-0027 k7vk@arrl.net

360-5133 dirnberger@aol.com
274-0548 susiewall2@gmail.com
549-8052 brownjs2@bresnan.net
214-1194 tertop@aol.com
543-4860 pmcregan@bresnan.net
549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com
273-6880 biograf@earthlink.net
243-4374

406-750-0149 orthbev@hotmail.com
549-7251

493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com
552-0500 bjmross@gmail.com
549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com
493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com
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Montana Audubon
PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
(406) 443-3949
www.mtaudubon.org

Steve Hoffman, Executive Director
shoffman@mtaudubon.org

Janet Ellis, Senior Director of Policy
jellis@mtaudubon.org

Norane Freistadt, Director of Operations
norane@mtaudubon.org

David Cronenwett, Development Specialist
david@mtaudubon.org

Sara Lipscomb, Office Manager
mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org

Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist
cerickson@mtaudubon.org

Marco Restani, Director of Bird Conservation
restani@mtaudubon.org

Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate
aseaman@mtaudubon.org

Trinity Pierce, Land Stewardship Coordinator
restoration@mtaudubon.org

Jonathan Lutz, Director, MT Audubon Center

jlutz@mtaudubon.org
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