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Calendar of Events

e Monday, March 6™, 6:30-8:30pm: The March board
meeting will be held in the board room at the Missoula
Public Library.

e Monday, March 13“‘, 7:30pm: Our March speaker,
Dale Becker, will present on Trumpeter Swans in
northwestern Montana. The meeting will be in the UM
Gallagher Business Building, Room L14.

e Wednesday, March 15™: The deadline for the April
edition of the Birding Observer.

e Saturday, March 18™: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf NWR
from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip leader at the
Refuge Visitor’s Center.

e Saturday, March 25™: All-day field trip to the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet at 7:50 am in the northwest
corner of the Adams Center parking lot.

Success in Progress: Restoring Trumpeter
Swans to northwestern Montana

At the chapter meeting on Monday, March 13 at 7:30 pm,
Dale Becker will describe the efforts of the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes in planning and reintroducing
Trumpeter Swans on the Flathead Indian Reservation. We
will again meet in UM’s Gallagher Business Building, room
L14 (lower level).

Trumpeter Swans slated for release in the project were
captive-reared and released at one year of age. Despite
some ups and downs the project has been successful in the
development of a viable swan population centered on lands
within the Reservation. Trumpeters have also expanded into
adjacent areas in northwestern Montana. In 2016, free-
ranging Trumpeter Swans likely associated with this project
nested and raised cygnets from the Missoula Valley
northward throughout the Reservation, through the
Flathead Valley nearly to Canada, and within Glacier.
Nesting Trumpeters hatched at least 72 cygnets and raised
at least 60 cygnets to fledging. A recent population viability
analysis indicated a very high probability of both short-term
(30 years) and long-term (100 years) persistence.

Since 1989, Dale has served as the Tribal Wildlife Program
Manager for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes. In that capacity he has been responsible for wildlife
and habitat policy development, hydroelectric mitigation
planning and oversight, fiscal management, personnel
management, Endangered and Threatened Species
management, Highway 93 mitigation planning and
oversight, and restoration of extirpated wildlife species. He
grew up in farm country of western lowa where he spent as
much time as he could hunting, fishing, and observing
wildlife. He attended college in that area, and as a student
in Omaha he worked as the Supervisor for Carnivores and as
a Zookeeper for Great Apes and Pachyderms. He also co-
founded the Midwest Raptor Conservation Association, an
organization involved with raptor rehabilitation and
environmental education. He and his wife Marilyn moved to
Missoula in 1976, and he completed a B.S. and M.S. in
Wildlife Biology. His past research has included a detailed
raptor inventory for the Forest Service in southeastern
Montana, the Ecology of Richardson’s Merlins, and the
impacts of a hydroelectric dam on Ospreys and Bald Eagles.

Janene Lichtenberg and Dale Becker release Trumpeters as part of
the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes' restoration program.



Peeps From The Board:
What'’s in a Membership!
By Rose Stoudt

For some of us Audubon members in
Montana, especially newer members,
there may be some confusion about
membership  between our three
Audubon organizations. With many
organizations, you join the main one and
all the state and local chapters are
supported by their national organization.
In Montana, a membership in one does
not necessarily include a membership or
support the other financially. Our local chapter Five Valleys
Audubon Society (FVAS), our state organization Montana
Audubon (MTA) and the National Audubon Society (NAS)
are all separate legal 501 (C) (3) nonprofits. Each one is
responsible for its own fundraising and membership drives
even though we all work collaboratively to protect the
birds, animals and habitats that we all care about.

A person signing up for a new membership or renewing
their membership with NAS becomes a member or is a
member of FVAS. Our local FVAS chapter receives a one-
time $20 credit for each new NAS membership from our
area. FVAS also receives an annual $1,300 chapter in good
standing from NAS. This is of course true for all chapters of
the NAS, if they are in good standing.

NAS’s annual support covers less than half the cost of our
newsletter and like all organizations we have numerous
other expenses as well. This is a good reason to become a
generous donor to your local FVAS chapter. It also makes
sense why many chapters across our state and throughout
the nation are seeking ways to decrease their costs and
encourage members to receive newsletters electronically.
In fact, many chapters are only offering their newsletter
electronically now. FVAS has not yet taken that step, but it
may be the inevitable outcome.

Our newsletter alone costs us $3,700 per year. We need
everyone with the ability to receive their newsletter
electronically via email to do so as soon as possible. Please
contact Vick Applegate at 406-549-0027 or email him
k7vk@arrl.net to give him your email address. If you desire
a hard copy you can print it off. For those members who
cannot receive it electronically via email, we want to keep
sending you our hard copy newsletter. If you can, please
send us an annual contribution to cover that cost. For
those who make the switch to email delivery you can rest
assured that FVAS does not share your email with anyone
except Montana Audubon.

Our chapter encourages people to be members of NAS and
support them too. FVAS has a handy link that takes you
directly to the page to join NAS with our FVAS chapter code
N53 automatically pre-selected and we receive the one-
time $S20 credit for your new membership. If you let your
NAS membership lapse and then become a member again,
use this link and we receive another one-time $20 credit.
The link: www.fvaudubon.org/nas.

Being a member of your local FVAS chapter does not mean
you are a member of our state organization MTA. Here
again confusion abounds. Although our FVAS offers an
annual $3,000 financial support to MTA, it is still necessary
for our FVAS members to support our state affiliation with
membership/donations. There are many ways in which you
can support MTA. Please contact them to learn about the
various donation options that may give you certain tax
advantages at 406-443-3949 or their website:
http://mtaudubon.org/about/contact/.

With MTA being a separate organization form NAS there are
advantages and disadvantages. The primary advantage,
MTA knows our conservation and educational needs
intimately and can respond to these needs more effectively
and efficiently than a board in New York. However, we do
have to be more persistent at fundraising and membership
drives. Perhaps this makes us wiser when spending that
money on our projects.

In our March 2016 newsletter, board member Ed Monnig
wrote a well-researched article about the history and
differences between the three memberships. You may
reference  that article on our website at:
http://fvaudubon.org/newsletters/march-2016-newsletter/.

WE QﬁOUR

MEMBERS!
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Field Trip
By Larry Weeks

Saturday, February 11"™: This field trip was originally
scheduled as an owl trapping field trip with Denver Holt and
his crew. However, Matt Larson tromped through deep
snow to scout out 4 sites in the Missoula Valley and couldn't
find a single Long-eared Owl. He did find the remains of
some LEOWs that were probably killed by Great Horned
Owls. Therefore, the field trip was revised to a trip to the
Mission Valley to look for raptors. Denver alerted me to a
Ferruginous Hawk that had been seen along Back Road
south of Eli Gap. We birded that area thoroughly but did
not find the hawk. We did see several raptors with a lot of
white, but they all turned out to be Red-tailed Hawks. Our
raptor total was 121 which included 59 Red-tailed
Hawks, 30 Rough-legged Hawks, 15 Bald Eagles, 16
Buteo species, and 1 Great Horned Owl. The 59
Red-tailed Hawks included 4 Harlan's Red-tails.
The Polson sewage lagoons had their usual flock
of Barrow's Goldeneyes and a stop by Crow
Creek had Bohemian Waxwings, White-
breasted Nuthatches and Townsend's
Solitaires. On the way back to
Missoula, we looked for the
Ferruginous Hawk south of the
airport but no luck. There
were 6 people on the trip
and we had 21 species.

Red-tailed hawk

Osprey Education Project Granted Funding
By Jim Brown

Professor Erick Greene, ornithologist, educator and
conservationist at the University of Montana recently
received exciting news. He has been awarded a substantial
grant from NASA to undertake a large scale science
education program centered around the lives of Osprey.
Our Chapter donated $500 toward the grant writing effort.
This allowed Professor Greene to hire Dr. Jenelle Dowling, a
recent graduate of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, to help
prepare the proposal. According to Professor Greene, NASA
was excited about the proposal, which uses Ospreys as a
means to explain the life needs of birds, clean water, food
chains and a healthy environment. Previous research and
education activities in the field by Erick Greene led to the
wonderful book "Call of the Osprey" by award-winning
Missoula author Dorothy Hinshaw-Patent with photos by
Hamilton photographer Bill Munoz. This book is aimed at

middle and high school students. It won the prestigious
2016 Award for the BEST STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) book for K-12 grades in the
entire world.

The grant will be used to hire teachers to develop a STEM
curriculum for middle school grades based around Ospreys.
Greene and his team have chosen to focus on middle school
since these are the grades when many kids lose interest in
science, especially young women. An important aspect of
this curriculum is that about 95% of all middle schools in
Montana are within a mile or so of an osprey nest. Teachers
will apply to participate in the program; then they will come
to Missoula for a week in the summer where they will learn
all about ospreys and the curriculum. The curriculum will
be closely aligned with the "Next Generation Science
Standards" that the teachers will strive to reach. The
education program will give them some appealing, local,
exciting activities that will help them fulfill lots of their
educational benchmarks. There will be units on ecology,
the environment, food webs and aquatic ecology, flight,
migration, conservation, GPS and satellites. This is an
incredibly exciting education effort that could become a
significant part of science education in Montana and
potentially throughout many parts of the country.

Greene is really excited that they were able to leverage the
generous donation from FVAS into a major grant from
NASA. He is really excited about the wonderful team of
educators, scientists and conservation biologists that they
have been able to put together. He expects exciting things
to come from this NASA grant, and sends huge kudos to
FVAS for helping to make it happen!

Osprey



Workshop for Beginning & Intermediate Birders
By Larry Weeks

The Five Valleys Audubon Society will offer a workshop for
beginning and intermediate birders. This workshop should
appeal to birders that are just getting started and to birders
who want to improve their identification skills. It will
consist of four classroom sessions and one field trip. The
classroom sessions are scheduled for Thursdays on April 6™,
13", 20", and 27", 2017 and will be held at the Fish,
Wildlife & Parks Regional Office at 3201 Spurgin Road. They
will start at 7:00 pm and last until 9:30 pm. The program
will include a full session on hawks, eagles and owls, and
also include 30- to 60-minute sessions on bird anatomy,
migration, waterfowl, woodpeckers, shorebirds, warblers,
sparrows, and birding-by-ear. The field trip will be held on
Saturday, April 22™. There will be a $35 charge for the
workshop. To sign up, contact Larry Weeks at 549-5632
(540-3064 cell) or bwsgenea@gmail.com. The workshop
will be limited to 30 people.

Wings Across The Big Sky
June 9-11, 2017 - Great Falls, Montana

Come join us for Montana Audubon’s Annual Bird Festival,
this year co-hosted by the Upper Missouri Breaks Audubon,
June 9-11, 2017, at the Best Western Plus Heritage Inn in
Great Falls. All festival activities will take place Friday
through Sunday at the Heritage Inn, including registration,
field trip departures, guest speaker presentations, meals,
banquet festivities, our 40" Anniversary barbecue, and
much more. The Heritage Inn is easily accessible from any
exit to 10" Avenue South and provides easy access to all our
birding activities and field trips.

Currently we have rooms blocked for festival-goers Friday
and Saturday nights. Be sure to tell them you’re with the
Montana Audubon Bird Festival group to get the special
rate! If you’re planning to arrive early or late to take in the
pre- and post-trips sponsored by the local chapter, the hotel
will try to accommodate you at our contracted rate outside
the block. We suggest you make your reservations soon by
calling 406-761-1900 or 1-800-548-8256.

Our Festival Registration Brochure is scheduled to be mailed
early March, with an online registration system active soon
after. Use either system to register. The brochure is full of
information on the festival events and all the field trips that
will be available. If you are a volunteer or field trip leader
with UMBA, be sure to get the special registration form to
fill out and mail in; Nora or Kay will have the forms and
details.

Here’s a Sneak Peek at Some of our Scheduled Events:

e Keynote speaker - David Ringer, National Audubon

e Friday evening — Barbecue and celebration of Montana
Audubon’s 40 years!

e Saturday afternoon — Montana Audubon staff will
present information about their programs and work to
conserve birds and their habitats, and to educate all
ages on the importance of our conservation efforts.

e Saturday and Sunday mornings - Educational field trips
in and around Great Falls.

Upper Missouri Breaks Audubon has decided that they are
unable to manage a Silent Auction this year, so the only
items for bid will be the custom tours arranged by Montana
Audubon. There will be a BIG raffle this year plus our fun
basket raffles. Fun for Alll

Stay tuned for more information on other special
happenings at or around this festival event.
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Claire Emery John M Garbson
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Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer

newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.

FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join

S $15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. S Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird
habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.

S $25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution

S General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips, Volunteer - Please contact me. | would like to know
education and outreach. more about how | may help birds and FVAS.

S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.

Name: Phone:

Address

City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)
Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

To become a new member, renew a lapsed membership or renew a current membership of National Audubon Society (NAS) and receive Audubon

I magazine, go to this website: fvaudubon.org/nas. This will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one- time credit for your membership. All NAS members
become members of FVAS. The other financial support we receive from NAS is $1,300 annually for being a chapter in good standing. Montana

1 Audubon (MTA) is an independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA is responsible for its own fundraising and FVAS

| donates $3,000 to MTA annually. There are various tax advantages for donating to MTA, you may contact them through their website:

| mtaudubon.org. Please give generously to each organization, as we work collaboratively to protect what we all love.

L
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