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Calendar of Events

Molting: The Subject of Our March Program Meeting

e Monday, March 5t 6:45-8:45pm: The FVAS board
meeting will be held in the Board Room of the
Missoula County Library.

e Monday, March 12", 7:00pm: Mike Krzywicki, from
UM'’s Bird Ecology Lab’s Bird’s Eye View Education
Program will discuss bird molting, in Room 123 of the
Gallagher Business Building at the University of
Montana.

e Thursday, March 15™: The deadline for the April 2018
edition of the Birding Observer.

e Saturday, March 17": Bird walk at Lee Metcalf NWR
from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip leader at the
Refuge Visitor’s Center.

e Saturday, March 24th: All-day field trip to the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet in the northwest corner of the
Adams Center parking lot at 7:50 am.

e Saturday, April 7th: Five-hour late day field trip to
the Ninepipes area to look for Short-eared Owils.
Meet at 4:00 pm in the northwest corner of the
Adams Center parking lot.

e Various Dates in Feb, March & April: Advanced
Birding Workshop. See details on page 3.

St. Patrick's

Day!

Avian ecologist Mike Krzywicki will answer three
guestions for us about molt at our March meeting. What
is it? Why is it important? How can understanding it help
you get more out of birding?

Birds use feathers for a variety of purposes, including
insulation, flight, breeding and social displays. Possessing
quality feathers is an important part of a bird's life. Birds
achieve this through molt, or the regular, ordered growth
and replacement of feathers. But how and when do birds
molt? There are a variety of molting strategies that are
influenced by life history traits such as habitat, foraging
habits, a bird's size, and migration distance. Knowledge of
these underlying strategies and patterns allow
ornithologists to determine the age of birds at banding
stations worldwide. An understanding of molt can also
enhance every day birding, elucidating complex plumage
changes and, in many instances, allowing observers to
determine the age and/or sex of birds around them.

Mike is the Project Coordinator for the University of
Montana Bird Ecology Lab's 'Bird's Eye View Education
Program, which uses songbird banding stations and
classroom visits to educate students and the general
public about the importance of riparian areas to birds and
other wildlife. He caught the bird bug after enrolling in a
field ornithology course on a whim as a student at The
Evergreen State College. Since 2012 he has worked as a
field biologist throughout the American West, primarily in
the San Francisco Bay area and western Montana.

Join us to learn more about molting at 7pm on Monday,
March 12", in Rm 123 of the Gallagher Business Building.

Please note that preceding Mike’s discussion, Sarah
Gaulke, a UM undergraduate student and recipient of a
2017 Philip L. Wright Memorial Research Award, will
make a brief presentation on her investigations of how
bats use talus slopes and cliff faces.



Peeps From The Board: Annual Report
By Rose Leach & Jeff Ipsen

The Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) is a vibrant,
conservation-minded organization. Your donations and
membership dues go toward supporting conservation
efforts on both the local and state level. We also
leverage our dollars and volunteer time with our local
partners, including the Five Valleys Land Trust, the
Montana Natural History Center, and the Montana
Wildlife Federation.

Last year, we supported Dr. Erick Greene’s development
of an Osprey-based science curriculum for local schools.
With our support, coupled with the Montana Natural
History Center, we helped Dr. Greene secure a substantial
grant from the National Science Foundation to fund the
curriculum’s development. We hope that this STEM
course will become a national program. For more
information, please see the notice by Jim Brown on page
three (3) of our March 2017 newsletter:
http://fvaudubon.org/newsletters/march-2017-
newsletter/. In addition, we performed bird surveys in
the Grass Valley Important Bird Area and in other
important conservation lands, in cooperation with Five
Valleys Land Trust.

A percentage of our total assets ($139,871.93) is
dedicated to the Phil Wright Endowment ($85,865.65),
which is used to give small research grants to deserving
high school and university students. During 2017, we
awarded 3 students funds varying from $500 to 1,000. In
37 years of small research grants, FVAS has awarded a
cumulative $41,166.50 to 83 students, of which 55% were
male and 45% were female. In addition, we again
supported our Community Naturalist in local schools and
adult education. We contract with Larry Weeks for this
service, and last year he reached 870 students and 158
adults with his programs and classes. He is on track to
meet this outreach again during 2018. Please sign up for
the advanced birding workshops, to be held on Thursday
evenings during late Feb through March 2018, organized
by our community naturalist Larry (see our calendar of
events, http://fvaudubon.org/calendar/ ).

Our Legacy Project has grown enough to place a bird
feeder and water feature at Lewis and Clark School. We
plan to continue to improve local habitats and learning
opportunities with this fund.

The Birdathon raised $10,120 last year, going over the
$10,000 mark for the first time. This is our largest
fundraiser of the year. Many thanks to all of you who

contributed and to Larry Weeks for making the calls!
Please be generous when we request donations for 2018!

Again during 2017 and into 2018, the Chapter provided
bird and habitat-related comments to city and county
planning offices. We also submitted timely comments
related to Greater Sage-Grouse conservation, and
partnered with Montana Audubon on comments related
to wilderness study areas.

And of course, we conducted birding field trips and
beginning bird walks at Lee Metcalf Refuge during 2017
and again plan on both during 2018! See the January
2018 newsletter for a list of scheduled field trips.
Included again is the annual Christmas Bird Count, each
mid-to-late December.

During 2018, we plan to monetarily support passage of a
proposed Missoula Open Space Bond, production of an
Important Bird Area brochure, and the continued
procurement of Conservation Easements. We have also
budgeted planned donations to Montana Audubon, the
Owl Research Institute, Raptors of the Rockies,
Raptorview Research, Wild Skies Raptor Center, and
Audubon Adventures, which does classroom outreach
and supplies teachers with kits to use in their curriculum.
We also hope to continue our vault toilet screening
project, to protect birds and other wildlife from entering
vault tubes—wherein they become trapped and usually
die. Google ‘poo-poo project’ for more details on this
important effort!

FVAS has changed its fiscal accounting year to match the
calendar year. Operating income in 2017 was $14,327.58.
Expenses totaled $15,382.29, resulting in a net loss of
$1,054.71. Some of this loss was due to some dollars that
were obligated in the previous year but not yet spent.
We are proud of our conservation and bird-centric
emphasis, demonstrated in the above information.

If you would like to be involved on the Board of Directors,
and help guide your Chapter’s activities, please contact
any board member, listed on the back of your
newsletters. We currently have a position open for you!
Direct any questions on this financial report to Jeff Ipsen,
Treasurer, treasurer@fvaudubon.org, or other questions
to Rose Leach, President, info@fvaudubon.org, and
remember to support your local birds.

&

»ws\&Bir

.



http://fvaudubon.org/newsletters/march-2017-newsletter/
http://fvaudubon.org/newsletters/march-2017-newsletter/
http://fvaudubon.org/calendar/

Advanced Birding Workshop
By Larry Weeks

Why Do Road Construction Crews Start Landscaping
Efforts Months Before Actual Roadwork Begins?
Reprinted from MT Dept of Transportation

An advanced birding workshop has been scheduled for
February, March and April 2018 that will include seven
sessions on Thursday nights from 7:00 — 9:30 pm at the
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Regional Office on Spurgin Road.
Each session will be devoted to one bird group. The date,
subject and presenter of each session are as follows:

Date Bird Group Presenter

Feb 22 Raptors Larry Weeks
Mar 1 Shorebirds Jim Brown
Mar 8 Owls Matt Larson
Mar 15 Sparrows Larry Weeks
Mar 22 Gulls Alex Hughes
Mar 29 Flycatchers Mike Krzywicki
Apr5 Forest Birds Jim Sparks

A person may decide to attend a single session, any
combination of sessions or all seven. The cost will be $15
per session or $70 for all seven. To sign up, please contact
Larry Weeks at 549-5632 or bwsgenea@gmail.com.

Attention: Do you have
binoculars you can donate to
needy students in the Amazon?

Five Valleys Audubon Society
usually donates used binoculars
to the Missoula Public Library, but
this year we have been asked to
participate in donating them to
students in the Amazon. A local
woman will be traveling there in
April 2018 and will take the
binoculars in a second suitcase
just for that purpose.

If you have a pair of gently used binoculars that you
would be willing to donate, please bring them to the
March Chapter meeting. You can also call or text Jackie
McCann, 406-531-8627. For more information see the
link at http://amazonworkshops.com/amazon-binocular-

project/

Improving transportation systems often requires the
removal of trees and shrubs or other existing landscape
to create a safer, more efficient roadway. Surprisingly, it
is often migratory birds that determine when roadside
landscaping can be done. The Migratory Bird Treaty of
1918 (MBTA) protects more than 800 species of
migratory birds, making it
illegal to “transport any
migratory bird, or any part,
nest, or egg or any such bird.”
The MBTA makes it unlawful to
“take” (pursue, hunt, shoot,
wound, kill, trap, capture, or
collect) a migratory bird or its
nest or eggs.

Once a migratory bird lays eggs in a nest, removing that
nest would be considered to be a “take” under the MBTA
and Montana Department of Transportation has to halt
clearing of trees and shrubs—one of the first phases of
construction—until the bird chicks are able to fly and
leave the nests. Montana Department of Transportation
removes trees and shrubs during the non-nesting season
in Montana, which could be months in advance of when
roadwork can begin. Doing so ensures roadwork projects
stay on track while protecting bird species.

If you have questions, call or email the Dept of
Transportation at info@bigskypublicrelations.com or
(406) 207-4484.
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Bluebird Report: 20th year for Bluebirds on Waterworks Hill and a Plea
By Kathy Heffernan

Bluebirds will soon return to the North Hills of Missoula. In 2017, 85 bluebirds fledged from the numbered boxes on
Waterworks Hill (34 Mountain bluebirds and 51 Western bluebirds) as well as approximately 70 Tree Swallows and a few
House Wrens. Due to inclement spring weather, 34 bluebird nestlings died and 52 eggs failed to hatch.

The boxes in the North Hills are maintained in loving memory of Elizabeth Johnston, a long-time Five Valleys Audubon
Society member, who placed the first boxes on Waterworks Hill in 1998. Elizabeth roamed the hills for years, telling any
hikers interested (and perhaps a few who were not) about native birds and flowers. She passed away in 2012 in her
apartment on the edge of Waterworks Hill after enjoying one last hike.

Elizabeth’s daughter and son-in-law continue to maintain the boxes in her memory with the assistance of university
researchers who band the birds and test genetic relationships. In addition, local high school students occasionally help to
monitor the birds and build boxes.

The boxes are entirely built and maintained by volunteer labor. Last year, an eager bird-viewer tried to pry open Box #7 on
the Ridge trail. As a result, this interloper damaged the box. The young Western bluebird family inside was exposed to the
elements through a large crack in the side of the box. Fortunately, all 4 nestlings managed to fledge successfully.
Volunteers then removed the box.

Help to protect the bluebirds of Waterworks Hill! If you see anyone tampering with the boxes, gently ask them to allow the
bluebirds their nesting privacy. Tell them these are your friend Elizabeth’s boxes. Don’t worry; it’s not a lie. If you love

hikes and wildlife and wild places, Elizabeth would be glad to count you as a friend.

Below: Sentinel High School students build bluebirds boxes.




Welcome New Members:

Steven Akre
William Boggs
Diana L. Clark

Julia Duggan

Doug Heinan

Jeff Kooris

Leslie Leslie
Willliam McDowell
Peter Olsen

David R. Pierce
Candace Ryan

Dr. Jamison Starbuck
Carol Thomas
Terry Weidner
Bente Winston

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Bertsche
Louise Cameron

Phil Cousineau

Serena Early

Truman Hughes

Jillian Leblow

David Loomis

Dan Misciagnha

Adara Panther

Karen Rising

Dr. Estelle Shuttleworth
Margo Sturgis

Robert Warrington
Dave Westphal

Leslie Wood

Jane M. Billstein
Shirley A. Chase
Patrick Delhomme
Gerald Fetz

C. B. Jenni

Sandy Lee

Donna Love
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Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.

FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application

Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join

S $15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email.

S $25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.

S General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,

education and outreach.

S Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird
habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.

$__ Total contribution

Volunteer - Please contact me. | would like to know
more about how | may help birds and FVAS.

Phone:

State:

Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)
Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time
credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each

organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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Bev Orth Geoghegan  750-0149 orthbev@hotmail.com
Bill Gabriel 273-6880 biograf@earthlink.net
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Larry Berrin, Executive Director
Iberrin@mtaudubon.org

David Cronenwett, Development Specialist
david@mtaudubon.org

Janet Ellis, Senior Director of Policy
jellis@mtaudubon.org

Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist
cerickson@mtaudubon.org

Norane Freistadt, Finance Director
norane@mtaudubon.org

Janet Johnston, Office Manager

info@mtaudubon.org

Amy Seaman, Conservation Program Manager
aseaman@mtaudubon.org

Carolyn Sevier, Center Director
csevier@mtaudubon.org

Rachel Van Wingen, Board President
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