May, 2008

Birding Observer

Five Valleys Audubon Society

Calendar

* Monday, May 5, 2008: Gerhard Knudsen will host
the May Board Meeting.

* Sunday, May 11, 2008: Mother’s Day field trip to

Smurfit-Stone. Meet in the middle of the UM field
house parking lot at 8am or at the mill at 8:30 am.

* Monday, May 12, 2008: Montana’s mountain lions
are the subject of the May General Meeting.

* Friday, May 16, 2008: Deadline for submissions
to the June edition of the Birding Observer.

* Saturday, May 17, 2008: Highway pickup. Meet
at the Frenchtown Club at 9:00 AM.

Montana Audubon Offers Awards

Montana Audubon will be giving at least 4 awards
away at its annual meeting this year. The awards
acknowledge individuals who exemplify a
commitment to birds, other wildlife and habitat
conservation. This year awards will be given for
Conservationist of the Year, Environmental Educator
of the Year, Special Achievement, and Lifetime
Achievement Award.

To nominate your candidate, please call the
Montana Audubon office to request an award
nomination form or download the form from our
website at <www.mtaudubon.org>. To be
considered for this year’s award, nominations and
all supporting material must be postmarked no later
than May 18, 2008. All nominations and supporting
material should be sent to Montana Audubon, P.O.
Box 595, Helena, MT 59624, or by phone: (406)
443-3949. The award ceremony will take place on
June 7 at MT Audubon’s Bird Festival in Billings.

A Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Mountain Lions in Montana

On Monday, May 12", Rich DeSimone of the
Montana Department of Fish Wildlife and Parks
(FWP) will give a presentation on the mountain lions
of Montana.

DeSimone has worked for the department since
1976. He is a research biologist and has played an
important role in a 10-year research project on
Montana’s mountain lions sponsored by FWP. This
project is due to be completed in 2008. It is hoped
that the results of this project will allow the FWP to
set and maintain sustainable population levels of
lions in Montana. The research focused in the
Garnet Mountains. Researchers radio collared about
90 lions, collected DNA from the animals and
interviewed hunters that spent time in the research
area.

The meeting on Monday, May 12" will be at 7:30
PM in Room L14 of the Gallagher Business Building
on the University of Montana campus.  The room
is in the basement of the Gallagher building in the
northwest corner. The presentation is free and
members and the public are invited to attend.




Peeps from the Prez by Paul Loehnen

Accounts of extinction are
invariably depressing and
reflect the uphill battle
that living things face in
our changing environment.
Typical scenarios are that
of the Carrier Pigeon or
the Hawaiian
Honeycreepers. However 1
recently heard of an
uplifting story of incredible
success that I wanted to
share with you.

A young man of sixteen, David Wingate, living in
Bermuda (with the help of Robert Murphy and Louis
Mowbray) rediscovered a bird species thought to be
extinct for 330 years, the Bermuda petrel or Cahow.

As a result of this discovery, David Wingate went on
to study Zoology at Cornell University, returning to
take on the challenge of saving the Cahow. He went
on to become the Conservation Officer for the
Bermuda Government Parks

Initially superabundant throughout the archipelago,
the Cahow is a slow breeder, but excellent flier, and
spends its adult life on the open seas. At five years
it returns to its former nesting place and begins
breeding laying only one egg per season. Cahows
mate for life.

The Cahow’s name is derived from its eerie cries
which stopped early Spanish seafarers settling the
Islands out of superstition, as they thought the Isles
were inhabited by devils. Instead they put ashore
hogs as a living foodstore for passing ships, and so
began the onslaught on the Cahows existence.
Following Bermuda’s colonization by the British,
introduced species like rats, cats and dogs, and
mass Kkillings of the birds by early colonists
decimated numbers. These birds nest in burrows on
the ground and thus were easy prey for these
various predators. Despite a decree by the Governor
pleading for the preservation of these birds they
were thought to have been driven to extinction
since the 1620s.

In 1951, 18 surviving nesting pairs were found on a
rocky islet in Castle Harbour. David Wingate set up

a program to build concrete burrows and wooden
bafflers for the nesting tunnels in order to keep out
the slightly larger, competing “Bermuda longtail.”
He thereafter began the restoration of a nearby
island as the future viable base for the species. His
lifelong efforts to bring back the Cahow from near
extinction led him to undertake the holistic
restoration of this entire barren island’s pre-colonial
ecology, in a project known as the Nonsuch Island
“Living museum” reintroducing several other species
in the process. He has been honored with numerous
awards and recently retired.

Birding at Smurfit-Stone by Larry Weeks

The waterfowl migration peaked on about April 5
and the numbers have decreased since then. There
are 8 active great blue heron nests in the rockery.
This is down significantly from a high of 16 nests in
2007. The first tree swallow and northern shoveler
showed up on March 15". Wood ducks, turkey
vultures and spotted towhees appeared near the
end of March. At the beginning of April, varied
thrushes were hanging out in the thick habitat on
the South end of the property before continuing on
to their breeding territories. Early April also brought
pied-billed and horned grebes, yellow-headed
blackbirds, violet-green swallows, double-crested
cormorants, cinnamon teal, and osprey. At the end
of Marcure Lane, an osprey tried unsuccessfully to
drive a Canada goose from a platform nest. The
osprey have since started building a new nest on a
nearby platform. On April 17th, there were 10
American avocets, a Vesper sparrow and a
Savannah sparrow. Terry Toppins did a shorebird
survey on April 18th and found 14 black-necked
stilts, a greater yellowlegs, a lesser yellowlegs, and
2 white-fronted geese. Other noteworthy birds seen
in the last month include golden eagle, Steller’s
jays, trumpeter swans, mountain bluebirds, prairie
falcon, American tree sparrow, and white-throated
swifts.

The deadline for submissions to the June edition
of the Birding Observeris Friday, May 16™.
Please submit articles to the editor, Beverly

Geoghegan via email to orthbev@hotmail.com.




Field Trip
by Larry Weeks

Saturday, April 5, 2008: Barack Obama’s rally at
the UM may have reduced the attendance at the
field trip to Smurfit-Stone, but the people that didn't
attend missed out on a super field trip. The
quantity of birds was tremendous and there was a
nice diversity with 54 species documented. As
expected, waterfowl dominated the list with 16
species of ducks, 2 species of geese, tundra swans,
and pied-billed grebes. Noteworthy among the
ducks were 8 wood ducks, a pair of Barrow’s
goldeneyes, and at least 2 greater scaups. Six of
the wood ducks were feeding in the foam that was
accumulating in some slack-water eddies in the
Clark Fork River. There was a flock of 45 snow
geese feeding in a pasture that included one blue-
phased snow goose. Surrounding the snow geese
were about 100 gulls which were mostly ring-billed
gulls with several California gulls. Raptors included
several bald eagles, red-tailed hawks, a peregrine
falcon, and a Cooper’'s hawk. The 2 eagle nests
were active and although we couldn’t see any young
eaglets in the nest, I suspect that the eggs had
hatched at one of the nests due to the position of
the adult at the nest. The peregrine falcon was
very active at the cliffs on the west side of the river.
A hike through the brushy habitat on the South end
of the property was also productive. I had seen a
varied thrush there the day before so I was
targeting that bird. Then Kit Stevens saw 2 varied
thrushes in the brush but no one else got a look.
We searched the area without any success. After
we had birded another area, I decided to look one
more time for the thrushes. We were rewarded
with 5 varied thrushes and 2 of them posed at close
range that allowed everyone a scope-view. Other
birds seen on the trip included spotted towhee, gray
partridge, western bluebird, American goldfinch,
and lots of dark-eyed juncos. Eleven people
participated on the field trip.
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Upcoming Multi-Day Field Trips
by Larry Weeks

Those people who are planning on attending the
Montana Audubon Bird Festival in Billings on June
6", 7" & 8" should consider going on the Five
Valleys Audubon’s field trip to the Pryor Mountains
on June 9" & 10", This area is considered the best
birding in Montana. To participate, you need to
make reservations at the Bridger Motel (1-406-662-
5059 or 1-406-662-3212) for June 8" & 9™, This is
the only motel in Bridger, and it only has 8 units.
We will bird the Pryors on Monday and Tuesday,
and return to Missoula on Tuesday PM. If you plan
to attend, please call Larry Weeks at 549-5632.

The 2-day field trip to Freezout Lake and vicinity has
been scheduled for June 21% & 22", Nate Kohler
will lead the field trip and Paul Loehnen will be
coordinating from the Missoula end. The plan is to
leave Missoula at 7:00 AM on June 21% and meet
Nate at the Freezout Headquarters at 11:00 AM.
The group will bird Freezout on Saturday and the
Rocky Mountain Front on Sunday. The group will
stay at the Stage Stop Inn in Choteau and
participants are asked to make reservations in
advance by calling 1-888-466-5900. Participants
should also take food/snacks for lunches. The
target return time to Missoula will be 6:00 PM on
Sunday. Please call Paul Loehnen at 721-7517 if
you wish to attend so he can coordinate carpooling.

The plan for the 4-day campout to Glacier Park is to
camp at Two Medicine on Thurs., July 10" and bird
that area on Friday. This campground is on a first-
come, first-serve basis, but does not fill up in early
July. Then we will camp at the St. Mary's
campground on July 11" & 12™. To make
reservations at St. Mary’s, call 1-800-365-2267 and
tell them you are with the Five Valleys Audubon
group, which is assigned to Loop C. If you have a
Golden Passport, the rate is reduced by 50%. You
can have up to 12 people per campsite, so not
everyone has to make a reservation. We will bird
Many Glacier on Saturday and then bird Logan Pass
and Camas Creek on Sunday. If you are planning
on going to Glacier, call Larry Weeks at 549-5632.
Larry will be planning potluck dinners.

NOTE: There is a $10 charge per individual on
multi-day field trips.



Community Naturalist Activities
by Larry Weeks

On March 10™, I lead a field trip to Smurfit-Stone
for Paul Belanger’s naturalist class. There were 12
adults on the field trip which included one of our
Chapter members. The field trip concentrated on
the field marks of the 14 species of waterfowl that
we found which included 2 Eurasian wigeons. We
had a total of 25 species.

The Beginning Birders Workshop was held in March
with 13 people in attendance. This included 2
classroom sessions and a field trip to Smurfit-Stone.
The classroom sessions covered 27 species of birds
from 4 different habitats, bird anatomy, optics, field
guides, and ethics. We found 32 species on the
field trip which included northern shrike, western
bluebird, western meadowlark, and first-of-the-year
sightings for northern shoveler and tree swallow. I
wish to thank Shirley Holden for sign-up, Jim
Sparks, Jim Brown and Bill Gabriel for classroom
presentations, and Cynthia Hudson for assistance on
the field trip.

On April 1%, I made a classroom presentation on
birds to Linda Briggeman’s 4" grade class at
DeSmet School. I used several bird skins and
mounts to illustrate the birds that would be
expected on the field trip to Smurfit-Stone.

On April 2", I led a field trip to Smurfit-Stone for
the 4" grade class at DeSmet School to look for
birds. I wish to thank John Bremer and Judy
Bungarz for assistance on the field trip.

Habitat Protection by Jim Brown

It has been nearly two years since the Clark Fork
River—Grass Valley Important Bird Area (IBA)
received official approval. During this period we
have talked to many landowners in the IBA about
conservation opportunities. We have testified in
hearings about the impact of development on the
IBA and through this process we have earned the
respect of Missoula City and County planners about
the significance of the IBA. This has led to our
Chapter reviewing land development proposals
submitted to the Office of Planning and Grants
(OPG) for impacts on bird habitat. We review about
2 proposals per month. Most proposals have minor
impacts on habitat but a few have had significant
impacts that we have attempted to mitigate. For
example, a recent proposal called for development
of a 20 acre parcel of native grassland that would
impact several species of conservation concern.
When we visited the area we discovered that the
land had been scraped and leveled and a road
established even before the County had been
notified. We pointed out to the County
Commissioners that the public input process is
broken and needs to be fixed. We recommended to
OPG that a portion of the proposed development be
restored. Then Larry Weeks and 1 testified at the
County Planning Board hearing about these impacts
and what should be done about it. As a result the
Planning Board recommended additional buffer
alongside a brushy draw and the land owner ask to
meet with us on site to discuss ways of reducing the
impact on birds and their habitat. This led to a
restoration plan that was recommended by OPG to
the County Commissioners at their hearing where
we also testified. The Commissioners approved the
restoration plan with additional riparian buffer. Also
approved was the condition that the developer
submit a final restoration plan for approval by OPG
based on advice and guidance from Five Valleys
Audubon. This is the first time a non-profit
organization has been included as a party to the
approval process.

On another project our efforts to organize a wetland
restoration project in Grass Valley along with Ducks
Unlimited, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, Natural
Resources Conservation Service and Five Valleys
Land Trust came to a halt when the land owner
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decided not to request a water rights change from
irrigation to wetland. The water rights change
meant giving up irrigation water rights valued at
$1,000 per miner inch, in this case about $8,000
worth of water, for wetland water that has no
recognized monetary value. This of course was
disappointing and certainly pointed out how
competition for water resources can be a major
hurdle for efforts to improve wetland bird habitat.

We continue in partnership with Five Valleys Land
Trust to encourage property owners in the IBA and
other important bird habitat areas to consider
conservation actions such as conservation
easements. The Clark Fork River—Grass Valley IBA
holds important wetlands and agricultural lands that
are rapidly disappearing or being compromised due
to land subdivision and development. Time is
running out to save these important wildlife habitat
and agricultural resources. The Five Valleys Land
Trust and our Audubon Chapter are focusing efforts
here to help protect some of these lands.

To Feed the Birds, First Feed the Bugs
Adapted from an article by Anne Raver, VY Times

Doug Tallamy and his wife, Cindy, built their house
seven years ago in the middle of 10 acres of former
hayfields. Most of their spare time is spent cutting
Oriental bittersweet and Japanese honeysuckle out
of cherry and oak trees. They are struggling to plant
the native species that are needed for insects and
animals to flourish. As exotic ornamentals leap the
garden fence and out-compete native plants, many
creatures are starving to death because they did not
evolve with the exotics and simply cannot eat them.
“I'm not trying to recreate the ancient ecosystem,”
said Mr. Tallamy. “That is gone. I'm trying to create
biodiversity.”

Many natives provide food for insects and birds, and
so when young trees sprout in an inconvenient
place too close to the back door or in front of a
window Mr. Tallamy delays pulling them out. “I
went to take this black cherry out and there were
13 tiger swallowtail larvae on it,” he said,
standing by a sapling by the back steps. He bent
over yet another, even smaller black
cherry that had sprouted between
the stones of the front walkway.
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“Anybody else would pull this out, but see this?” he
asked, pointing to a drab little remnant of a leaf
that some young larva had fashioned into a winter
home. “That's a little hybernaculum for the red-
spotted purple, which is a butterfly that people want
in their gardens.”

Although gardeners might believe that they are
helping butterflies when they plant a butterfly bush
native to China, they are merely attracting the
adults who sip the nectar. The plant cannot be
eaten by the butterfly larvae. Even a lowly fly
maggot, which lives inside the hard round galls
often seen on the stems of goldenrod, has an
important place in the ecosystem. “Fly maggots are
really high in proteins and fats, and chickadees love
them,” Mr. Tallamy said. “We give chickadees
seeds, but when they get one of those maggots,
they can really make it through the cold winter
night.” So if you cut down the goldenrod, the wild
black cherry, the milkweed and other natives, you
eliminate the larvae, and starve the birds. Almost all
North American birds, other than seabirds, 96
percent feed their young with insects, which
contain more protein than beef.

He cites the work of Michael Rosenzweig, an
evolutionary biologist based at the University of
Arizona, who has analyzed data from all over the
world and found a one-to-one correspondence
between habitat destruction and species loss. In
Delaware, for instance, state ecologists say that 40
percent of all native plant species identified in 1966
are threatened or extinct; 41 percent of native birds
that depend on forest cover are rare or absent. So
the message is loud and clear: gardeners could
slow the rate of extinction by planting natives
in their yards. You don't have to cut down the
lilacs, but they are doing nothing for the insects and
birds. “It's as if they were plastic,” Mr. Tallamy said.
“They're not hurting anything, except that they're
taking space away from something that could be
productive.”

@ Tallamy is chairman of the

department of entomology and
wildlife ecology at the University
of Delaware. His book, Bringing
Nature Home, published in
November by Timber Press, is



Say What? By Bill Gabriel

It seems to me a shame the way science is
sometimes taught today—as a seemingly endless
collection of facts to be memorized, as if all
questions had been answered, and each animal or
plant had only one immutable name—all passed
down from some higher authority. In reality, there
are no revealed truths or inerrant texts in science.
Science is a process of discovery, and a continuing
evaluation of evidence, and every scientist
understands that his discovery is subject to revision
at any time that better information comes available.

A recent FVAS field trip provided an illustration of
that process of revision. We saw a flock of two
dozen Snow Geese on a pond. Among those white
geese was one blue-gray goose. Now the AOU
Checklist of North American Birds tells us that
taxonomists call the Snow Goose Chen caerulescens
(Linnaeus). Thus, we know that Linnaeus gave the
bird its specific epithet, but because his name is in
parentheses we must look further to find that in
1758 Linnaeus published the name as Anas
caerulescens. His caerulescens, a Latin adjective for
“becoming blue” or “sky-blue,” seems an
inappropriate description for a white goose.

When I was a Boy Scout trying to identify birds in
the 1940s, books contained descriptions of what
were considered two distinct species, a Snow Goose
(Chen hyperborea) and a Blue Goose (Chen
caerulescens). Twenty vyears later taxonomists
decided that the Blue Goose and Snow Goose were
mere color variations and merged them into one
species, the Snow Goose. But they called it Chen
caerulescens because that specific epithet had
priority of publication.

The purpose of giving
a name to a taxon
(species, genus,
family, etc.) is to
provide a means of
referring to it and to
indicate its place in the
taxonomic  hierarchy.
In this case Linnaeus
had used Anas for the
~ genus, but that means
+ duck in Latin. Others

realized the birds were geese and changed the
genus to Anser, the Latin for goose. Later it became
Chen, from the Greek word for wild goose. So what
we see as a Snow Goose is now named a wild goose
of a sky-blue color. But some taxonomists consider
Chen merely a subgenus of Anser. Stay tuned for
further developments.

On the other hand, increasing knowledge can
increase the number of named species. As a youth I
learned of a yellow-bellied sapsucker whose specific
epithet was varius in recognition of the way its color
patterns changed across the bird’s breeding range—
extending from the Atlantic coast of the U. S. and
Canada, across the continent to the Yukon, and
south in the mountains to New Mexico and Arizona.
The bird’s distribution nearly matching the
distribution of quaking aspen, its favorite nest tree.
Then, in the 1980s, taxonomists decided the two
western forms of the sapsucker were distinct
species, giving bird watchers the opportunity to
check off three species where there had been one:

Sphyrapicus varius - Yellow-bellied sapsucker
Sphyrapicus nuchalis - Red-naped sapsucker

Sphyrapicus rubber - Red-breasted sapsucker

So I had lost a goose from my list, but gained two
sapsuckers—and all without stepping outside.

English names are also subject to revision over
time, as with the common name for a common
western tree. The physical appearance of young
specimens of Pinus ponderosa is so different from
the old trees that, for nearly 100 years, many
people thought them to be different species, calling
the young trees "“black-jack pine” and the old
veterans “western yellow pine.” Botanists and
foresters knew differently. Finally, in 1932 to end
the confusion in the lumber trade the Forest Service
decreed that the common name for all those trees,
wherever found, would be ponderosa pine.

The lesson to take from this is that naming a new
animal—or plant, for that matter—is not an event,
but a process. Accordingly, one should be wary of
names assigned in older texts.



Philip L. Wright Research Awards
by Bill Gabriel

Fourteen students submitted proposals for funding
of research projects. From that number, the awards
committee selected two. Amanda Ormesher
received $1,000 toward the cost of her project titled
“Productive nest counts for Ospreys on Northwest
Montana lakes.”You may have seen a photo of her
in the Missoulian on April 14, along with an article
about the Osprey citizen science project in which
she is participating.

The second recipient of a 2008 Philip L. Wright
Research Award is Darin Newton. He received a
check for $900 toward the cost of “Mammalian
species composition of Lee Metcalf National Wildlife
Refuge.”

This was the twenty-second year in which Five
Valleys Audubon Society has offered small grants
for high school and college student research. Forty-
five students have received a total of $17,487.50 in
awards ranging in size from $150 to $1,010

At two recent FVAS monthly meetings the two 2007
Philip L. Wright Research Award recipients reported
on the results of their projects. Rachel Seabury
Sprague described her research on the physiology
of albatross nesting in the Hawaiian Islands, and
Teresa Loya told of developing a “howl box” as a
remote sensing tool for keeping tabs on wolves.

Bluebird boxes as a Cub Scout project
by Chris Servheen

We built bluebird boxes as a Cub Scout project and
mounted them on the Line Ranch in Missoula in
April of 2008. Two of the achievements and skills
for Cub Scouts to earn rank advancement are to
build some simple items out of wood and to improve
their nature awareness. We combined these by
building bluebird houses. This was a perfect fit for
our boys because I have a wood shop and two of
our cub scouts are the sons of Chris and Michelle
Line of the Line Ranch, one of the largest open
space areas around the city of Missoula. We talked
about the nesting needs of bluebirds and the ways
that bluebird boxes can help them increase their
nesting opportunities and help produce more young
bluebirds. The boys are very interested in nature
and in helping wildlife out. This was a good way to
meet several interests at once. We placed 10 boxes
on fence posts on the Line Ranch and actually saw
2 mountain bluebirds as we were putting up the
boxes on April 10. We will check the boxes for
activity this spring and summer to continue the
interest of the boys in this project. I must say the
parents were almost as interested as the boys and
they learned about the bluebirds as well. Hopefully
we are building nature awareness and knowledge
about basic wood projects with this project. Here is
a photo of the boys with their boxes before we put
them up on April 10.

- Cub scouts from Pack 4911 in Missoula on the
Line Ranch ready to mount their bluebird boxes.
Left to right: Hunter Line, Jackson Servheen,
Adam Whitlatch, Calvin Servheen, Connor
D’Angelo, Christian Bowman, Matthew
Whitlatch, Nicholai Komenko, and Bridger Line.
Photo Chris Servheen.

The deadline for submissions to the June edition of the Birding Observer is Friday, May 16™.
Please send articles to the editor, Beverly Orth Geoghegan, at orthbev@hotmail.com.




Flammulated Owls and Citizen Monitoring 2008 by Amy Cilimburg

The Avian Science Center at The University of Montana is once again planning a
citizen science monitoring effort for Flammulated Owls around the greater Missoula
area (Lolo National Forest). Last year’s efforts were a great success, folks had fun,
and we collected valuable data. With continued financial support from MT Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, we are building a long-term monitoring project in this region.
And we need the help of a handful of volunteers!

As volunteers, you can "adopt" a survey route which you complete twice sometime
between the 3 week of May and 1 July. You'll work in pairs and can hike or drive to
survey your route. You'll stop at established points and play an owl caller. Plan to be
out from 10 pm until ~ 1 or 2 am). The Avian Science Center and MTFWP will
provide training, equipment, and protocols. We are tentatively planning an early
4 evening training date on Monday May 19". If you are interested in being a “night
owl” a couple nlghts this summer or would like to know more, please contact Amy Cilimburg (ASC) at
amy.cilimburg@mso.umt.edu or 243-2035 (email preferred). For more information see
http://avianscience.dbs.umt.edu/research_landbird_flam.htm. Thanks!

Five Valleys Audubon Birdathon

It" s that time of year when teams of birders compete for the honor of identifying the most birds on one day
and raising the most funds to support our Chapter’s activities. This is the major annual fundraiser for the
Chapter and allows us to pursue conservation goals. Several teams will search the country side from dawn to
dark to see how many species they can identify. Funds raised go to support four major programs:

1. Wildlife habitat conservation projects— efforts to restore wetlands and convince land owners to protect
habitat in the Clark Fork River--Grass Valley Important Bird Area.

2. Phil Wright Research Awards--awards are given to high school & college students.

3. Audubon Adventures--a monthly education newsletter and teachers guide for environmental education in
the elementary grades (3-6).

4. Community Naturalist Program—class room and field trip education activities for elementary grades.

Here is how it works: Birding teams will record bird sightings during one 24-hour period in early June. You can
participate in the Birdathon and support these programs by joining a team, forming your own team, helping
contact chapter members or by pledging a donation to a team. Please share our passion and ‘D‘U
D
Y..,.

commitment to helping others appreciate the significance of wildlife in our lives and to
protect important habitat. Here is how you can help:

e Sponsor a team at $ per species or contribute $
e I would like to form a team or join a team
e I can volunteer for 3 hours to call chapter members

Your name:
Address:

Phone number:

Please call, email or send this information to Jim Brown at 1504 Woods Gulch, Missoula, MT 59802. The phone
number is 549-8052. Contributions are tax deductible.



Welcome New Members

Susan Appett Monica Best
Bill DeCou Valerie Gritzner
Donna Hendricks Doak Morrow
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Peschel  Steven Scott
Norman Taylor Patty J. Watson

Thanks to Our Returning Members

Suzy Archibald-Wilson
Sandy Finch

Suzanne Aboulfadl
Coreen Faulkner
Cynthia Hudson Holly Jasperson
Beth & Paul Loehhen Robert McKelvey
Sarah Schmill Jane Selvig

Mary L Barnett
Maureen Frolich
Elizabeth Johnston
Virginia Moore
Suzanne Stickney

Susan Doores
Diane Gingerich
Surry T. Latham
Louis J. Piche

Important Note To Our Valued Members:

Please note the expiration date of your membership on the address label of this newsletter. We wouldn't
want your membership to expire. We would miss you! A renewal form is on the last page of every
newsletter for your convenience. Please renew your membership so that you don’t miss any newsletters
or any of the upcoming events of the Five Valleys Audubon Society.

Join The National Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a member of the National
Audubon Society and my local Chapter. I will receive
the Audubon magazine and the Birding Observer, as
well as participate in all local Chapter activities. I
understand that my dues are shared between NAS
and my local Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

[1] $20 for an individual or family

[1] $15 for students and seniors

Please make the check payable to National Audubon
Society and mail to: National Audubon Society,
Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO
80323-1003. N53 7XCH

Join The Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five
Valleys Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding
Observer and may participate in all local Chapter
activities. I understand that my dues remain entirely
with the Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email (optional):

[ 1 $15is enclosed for Chapter membership

[ 1 An additional sum of is
also included to support Chapter activities.

Please make check payable to the Five Valleys
Audubon Society and mail to: Five Valleys Audubon
Society, PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807.




FIVE VALLEYS AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS:

President Paul Loehnen 11556 Bench Road, Missoula, MT 59808
Vice President Gerhard Knudsen 4400 Scott Allen Dr, Missoula, MT 59803
Secretary Char Murray 50 Brookside Way, Missoula, MT 59802
Treasurer Alex Taft 143 South 5t St. East, Missoula, 59801
DIRECTORS:

2006-2008 Suzann Stickney 2312 Duncan Dr, Missoula, MT 59802
2006-2009 Bill Ballard 5120 Larch Ave, Missoula, MT 59802
2006-2007 Carole Toppins 1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804
2007-2010 Carolyn Goren PO Box 7189, Missoula, MT 59807
2008-2011 Bill Boggs PO Box 7881, Missoula, MT 59807
COMMITTEES:

Member Records Vick Applegate 303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803
Membership Promotion Vacant

Program Vacant

Conservation Advocacy Vick Applegate 303 Rimrock Way, Missoula, MT 59803

Habitat Protection & Restore Jim Brown 1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802

Field Activities Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801
Publicity Elizabeth Johnston 1784 Elison Lane, Missoula, MT 59802
Education Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801
PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel PO Box 520, Florence, MT 59833

Dan Pletscher 509 Arbor Dr, Missoula, MT 59802
Bev Orth Geoghegan 3130 Corlear Ave, Bronx, NY 10463

University Liaison
Newsletter Editor

Newsletter Circulation Shirley Holden 2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802

Web Site Clare Kelly 2909 Highwood Dr, Missoula, MT 59803
Archivist Shirley Holden 2319 Valley Dr, Missoula, MT 59802
Audubon Adventures Barbara Ross 215 E. Florence St, Missoula, MT 59801
Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks 2428 W Kent Ave, Missoula, MT 59801

Bird Hotline Terry Toppins 1210 Tower, Missoula, MT 59804

Past President Jim Brown 1504 Woods Gulch Rd, Missoula, MT 59802

721 -7517
251 - 2765
549 - 5223
218 - 8438

549 - 0063
549 - 5097
549 - 6027
544, - 1060
728 - 3088

549 - 0027

549 - 0027
549 - 8052
549 - 5632
327 - 1525
549 - 5632
273 - 6880
543 - 4865

(406) 750 - 0149

549 - 5706
251 - 7207
549 - 5706
721 - 7847
549 - 5632
721 -9799
549 - 8052

loehnen@bigsky.net
gmk@bresnan.net
murray555@bresnan.net
alextaftd@msn.com

sstickmt@aol.com
whallard@onewest.net
tertop@aol.com
goren@marsweb.com
claybody@cybrmail.com

k7vk@arrl.net

k7vk@ arrl.net
woodsy@onewest.net
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com
birder@bigsky.net
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com

dan.pletscher@umontana.edu
orthbev@hotmail.com

rossangmo@hotmail.com
bwsgenea@onlinemt.com
tertop@aol.com
woodsy@onewest.net

MONTANA AUDUBON - PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 (406) 443-3949

Executive Director:  Steve Hoffman shoffman@mtaudubon.org Board President:
Program Director: Janet Ellis jellis@mtaudubon.org Director of Education:
Office Manager: Sandy Mcintyre ~ sandymc@mtaudubon.org Global Warming Advisor:

Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
http://www.fvamissoula.org

TO:

www.mtaudubon.org

Larry McEvoy
Paul Belanger
Amy Cilimburg

mcschmid@mcn.net
pbelanger@mtaudubon.org
amy@mtaudubon.org
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Note To Members: Please Check The Mailing Label For Expiration Of Your Membership.



