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Calendar of Events 
 

 Saturday May 2nd, Field trip to Brown's Lake led by 
Jim Brown.  Meet in the Northwest corner of the 
Adams Center Parking lot at the UofM for 
carpooling, departing at 8am and returning to 
Missoula by 5pm.  Bring a lunch.  For more info 
call Terry Toppins at 214-1194. 

 Monday, May 4th, 7:00pm: The next board meeting 
will be held at the Naturalist's Mercantile at 131 E 
Main St. in Missoula. 

 Monday, May 11th, 7:30pm: Join us for our May 
program meeting to hear Ben Deeble speak about 
the Greater Sage Grouse and the Adopt-a-Lek 
program. The meeting will be held in the Gallagher 
Business Building, room L14 at UM. 

 Friday, May 15th: Submission deadline for the June 
edition of the Birding Observer.  

 Saturday, May 16th: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf NWR 
from 10am-Noon. Meet the field trip leader at the 
Refuge Visitor’s Center.  

 Thursday, May 21st, 5:00-7:00pm: Join us for a 
showing of a live barn owl with Doug Bonham at the 
Naturalist's Mercantile at 131 E Main St. in Missoula. 

 Saturday, May 23rd: Field trip to the old Smurfit-
Stone Plant led by Larry Weeks.  Meet in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center Parking Lot 
at 8am for carpooling  or at the intersection of 
Mullan Road and Pulp Mill Road at 8:30am for a half 
day trip.  For more info, call Larry at 549-5632. 

 July 9th thru July 12th: Larry Weeks will lead a 4-day 
trip to Glacier 
National Park.  Space 
is limited.  See article 
on page 2 for details.  

 

 

Greater sage Grouse  

Illustration by David Sibley 

 
Monitoring Sage Grouse populations and habitats  
 
Ben Deeble will discuss the Greater Sage Grouse and the 
Adopt-a-Lek program at our next program meeting on 
Monday, May 11th at 7:30 pm, in room L14 (lower level) 
of the Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus. 
 
Sage Grouse, and most prairie grouse species, form leks 
during breeding season to display and locate a mate. A 
lek is a collection of males that gather to engage in 
competitive displays in which each male hopes the 
visiting females will be enticed to mate with him. Leks are 
commonly formed before or during the breeding season.  
 
Montana harbors one of the strongest remaining 
populations of Greater Sage-grouse, and Montana 
Audubon is working with our partners to ensure this 
iconic species persists across the landscape, especially in 
light of the rush for energy development in sagebrush 
lands. This species has been petitioned for Endangered 
Species status and is currently considered by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to be “warranted but precluded” 
from listing by higher conservation priorities. The federal 
agency will again review the species’ status and report its 
findings in October.  
 
Ben Deeble is the coordinator of this program, which is 
now under the umbrella of Montana Audubon. Ben 
received an M.S. in Environmental Studies from UM in 
1996, and has researched Sage Grouse and Sharp-tailed 
Grouse populations and habitats for over 15 years in 
Montana, Idaho, and other states.  In 2000 the National 
Wildlife Federation’s (NWF) hired Ben as Sage-grouse 
Project Coordinator to launch a conservation project for 
Greater Sage-grouse. Over 11 years his work there 
focused on three things: conservation engagement with 
agencies; on-the-ground population monitoring via a 
citizen science program dubbed “Adopt-a-Lek;” and 
public education and outreach.   
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breeding_season
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Peeps From The Board: Turkey Vultures -  
Migrating, Regurgitating and Pooping 
By Vick Applegate 
 
Early each spring my wife and I have the fun opportunity 
to spend a few weeks in the Arizona/Nevada desert.  
There we see new birds and in some years an amazing 
display of desert wild flowers.   
 
Commonly during our return travel to Missoula we 
encounter the northerly migration of turkey vultures.  At 
times, hundreds can be seen circling and heading north.  
At our various campsites the morning scene includes 
vultures siting on fence posts, high rocks, leafless tree 
tops, and high voltage transmission towers.  Many have 
their wings outstretched in the morning sunlight and give 
us a stare as eerie as Hitchcock’s movie, ‘The Birds’.  But 
we do know them better than that.  As the morning heat 
up, they test the thermals with some flying and returning 
their perches.  Soon though they are all gathering in 
towering circles above us soaring up, up and away.   
 
An internet search reveals interesting facts about turkey 
vultures.  The spring migration covers much of the US 
and Southern Canada originating from Mexico, Central 
American and maybe as far south as from Venezuela.  
Weighing a mere 4 pounds, but having a wingspan of 
nearly 6 feet, they can soar almost indefinitely without 
flapping their wings.  Winds may toss them around 
making their flight look unsteady.  Said to have keen eye 
sight and a sense of smell better than most other birds 
according to Audubon.org/field guide, they can locate 
their carrion food at great distances.  Weird looking 
maybe, their featherless head and neck surely keeps 
these clean of food and other debris.  Turkey vultures by 
their ‘cleanup’ of dead things reduce the spread of 
disease from decaying animals.   
 
The name vulture comes from the Latin Vellere meaning 
to tear.  Their scientific name, Cathartes means purifier.  
According to the National Public Radio, Tonie Rocke with 
the USGS says that “vultures have to cope with massive 
amounts of deadly germs.” Researcher Michael 
Roggenbuck at the University of Copenhagen found a 
special bacteria combination in their stomachs that 
allows them to survive eating rotting carrion that contain 
otherwise harmful toxins.  Other characteristics seem 
strange or even repulsive.  Like pooping on their feet to 
cool off which might also be a disinfectant for harmful 
bacteria.  And as a defense, they hiss and regurgitate a 

launch of vomit up to 10 feet.  This probably keeps many 
competitors and predators at bay.      
 
I have great respect for these soaring ground cleaning 
birds and though it would be fun to soar like a vulture, 
I’m certainly glad I don’t have to eat like one.  And, I’ll 
keep my distance from them and use my binoculars! 
 
Glacier Park Campout 
 
 
The four-day campout to Glacier Park is scheduled for 
July 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th.  The plan is to camp at St. Mary 
Campground on July 9th and 10th, and at Fish Creek 
Campground on July 11th.  To make reservations at both 
St. Mary and Fish Creek, call 1-800-365-2267 or go online 
at www.recreation.gov and enter Montana, St. Mary 
Campground, click on map, select site, enter the date of 
arrival (July 9th), and length of stay (2).  Pick a campsite 
from the group C108 – C112 in Loop C so we will be 
together.  Use the same procedure for the Fish Creek 
Campground; enter Montana, Fish Creek Campground, 
click on map, select site, enter date of arrival (July 11th), 
and length of stay (1).  Pick a campsite from A2 – A6 in 
Loop A.  If you have a Golden Passport, the rate is 
reduced by 50 %.  You will be asked for your Golden 
Passport number.  We can have up to 8 people per 
campsite, so not everyone has to make a reservation.  
We will bird Many Glacier on Friday, Red Eagle Lake trail 
on Saturday, and Camas Creek and Howe Lake trails on 
Sunday.  If you are planning to go to Glacier, call Larry 
Weeks at 549-5632 or email him at 
bwsgenea@gmail.com.  The trip will be limited to 20 
people.  Larry will be planning for potluck dinners.  We 
will plan to meet at 5:00 PM at the St. Mary Campground 
on July 9th. 

 
Please note:   
 
There is a $10 
charge per 
individual on 
multi-day field 
trips. 
 

 
  

http://www.recreation.gov/
mailto:bwsgenea@gmail.com
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Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum 
by Bill Gabriel 
 
From the very first, the Five Valleys Audubon Society has 
been associated with the name of Philip L. Wright, a 
zoology professor at the University of Montana who 
helped found this chapter in 1976. Many of us were 
students in his ornithology or mammalogy classes in 
which he used specimens from the university's zoological 
museum.  
 
Phil had been director of the UM zoological museum 
since 1939, and when he retired it became the Philip L. 
Wright Zoological Museum. Established in the late 1890s 
by Prof. Morton J. Elrod, the museum has been in 
continuous operation on the campus for over 115 years, 
but in various inadequate locations. With a collection of 
over 14,000 mammal and 7,000 bird specimens, it is one 
of the major zoological collections in the Rocky 
Mountains and should be one of the jewels in the UM 
science programs. It could even be one of the university's 
most popular attractions. 
 
But the museum has been treated (tolerated?) like a 
step-child by the university administration without 
adequate space or funding to receive the public, and few 
people even know the collections exist. Most of its 
specimens are now stored in dilapidated cabinets in 
rooms so crowded that one can barely make his way 
between the cabinets. It is the nature of museum 
collections to grow as more specimens are collected, but 
this museum has had space allocated for its use reduced 
over the past decade, and it cannot hold everything. So 
some specimens were packed away in boxes and stored 
in the basement of another building. The fish collection 
was transferred to a university museum in another state. 
We may be in danger of losing more through neglect or 
transfer. 
 
It is time for the cavalry to ride to the rescue, and Prof. 
Dan Pletscher has been blowing the trumpet. From his 
new desk in the UM Foundation, he is trying to raise 
$530,000 to buy all-new cabinets to furnish a large space 
in a neighboring building, and then move the collection 
into what would be adequate space for not only housing 
the specimens, but making them more easily available to 
researchers, students, and the public. 
 
FVAS has sent a check for $5,000 as our contribution to 
saving the Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum. If any of 
you would like to help, please make your check to the 

University of Montana Foundation, note that it is for P. L. 
Wright Zoological Museum Renovation, and send it to 
Daniel H. Pletscher, University of Montana Foundation, 
P. O. Box 7159, Missoula, MT 59807. 
 
A Change in Funding for Research Awards 
by Bill Gabriel 
 
In accord with one Chapter goal— "To promote the 
conservation of natural resources by supporting research 
on wildlife and other natural resources"— for 34 years 
FVAS, to encourage student-initiated research in wildlife-
related subjects, has awarded small grants to university 
and high school students for research projects that can 
be completed in a few months. From 1981 through 1999 
the board of directors funded each of those grants from 
the chapter's year to year operating budget. 
 
In 1998 we established the Philip L. Wright Endowment 
with the idea that one-half of Endowment income each 
year could fund what are now known as the Philip L. 
Wright Research Awards. However, from 2000 through 
2014, while the Endowment and its income was 
gradually growing, the board each year supplemented 
the amount available with a contribution from the 
chapter's operating budget. 
 
Within the past six months the board of directors 
undertook a review of the ways in which the chapter has 
funded the Research Awards and decided upon a change. 
The Endowment has now grown to an amount that can, 
on its own and with a change in the rules of operation, 
support the awards at their current levels. So, instead of 
having one-half of income available for awards, we will 
reinvest all income and make 4% of the year-end 
Endowment principal available for awards. The 2015 
Awards will be the first funded under the new rules. 
 
We certainly appreciate the interest and support of the 
dozens of Chapter members and friends who donated 
the $26,000 to get the Endowment established. We will 
be grateful, as will future student awardees, for your 
continued support. 
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Birding for Conservation by Jim Brown 
 
Saturday, April 4, Five Valleys Audubon members, 
Catherine Goodman, Jean Duncan, Rose Leach, Andrea 
and Don Stierle, Hedwig Wright, Gerhard Knudsen, Larry 
Weeks and Jim Brown conducted a bird survey on the 
Barmeyer property in lower Pattee Canyon. We hoped 
that our interest in determining resident birds and their 
habitat potential would be helpful to the owners and 
Five Valleys Land Trust in protecting the area for birds 
and enjoyment by the public. The weather was cloudy 
and cool so the birds were not particularly active. 
However, we were all impressed with the variety of 
habitat niches found there ranging from open 
grasslands to closed canopy mature Douglas-fir stands. 
I’m sure a wide variety of bird species utilize this diverse 
habitat. It was a delightful area to hike in and enjoy the 
birding and outdoor experience. Several of our 
Audubon Chapter members plan to do additional bird 
surveys later this spring after migrant songbirds return. 
Besides a fun birding experience the scenic views were 
spectacular. One particularly important landscape 
component that we observed, which was an exciting 
and pleasant surprise, was well established, dense 
stands of rough fescue, a bunchgrass species that has 
been greatly diminished in the Missoula Valley and 
throughout western Montana. Hopefully this area can 
be protected for future generations to enjoy. And to top 
off our fun outing, Barbara Barmeyer invited into her 
home to warm up with a fresh pot of coffee and 
cookies. 
  
Here is a list of the birds we identified:  

 Northern Flicker-3 individuals 

 Hairy Woodpecker-1 

 Common Raven-3 

 Red-breasted Nuthatch-4 

 Black-capped Chickadee-1 

 American Robin-3 

 Mountain Bluebird-2 

 Townsend’s Solitaire-2 

 Golden-crowned kinglet-6 

 Red Crossbill-1 

 Dark-eyed Junco-1 

 House Finch-1 

 Pine Siskin-1  
 

Golden-crowned kinglet 

June 5-7, 2015 in Helena, Montana 

“Living on the Wind” – what a great theme for our 2015 
Bird Festival featuring keynote speaker Scott 
Weidensaul who will be speaking on migration patterns.  
He will sign his books which will be sold at the festival. 
 
Field trips are filling fast, so please register as soon as 
possible.  Register by mail, or online at 
www.mtaudubon.org.  Also—be sure to reserve your 
rooms at the Red Lion Colonial Hotel by calling 1-406-
443-2100 or book online with the code MONT0604.  (Be 
sure to mention that you are part of the Montana 
Audubon Bird Festival to get the group rate if you call.) 
 
Don’t forget to submit your bird-themed limerick or 
haiku.  Submit up to two of each to: Jo Lace at 210 S 
California Street, Helena MT  59601. Or email to Janice 
and Jo at jan2854@gmail.com  NO LATER than May 1st.  
 
Call Montana Audubon at (406) 443-3949 if you have 
any questions about the festival or registration 
   

Seeking Award Nominations 
 

Each year Montana Audubon recognizes 
individuals who work for the conservation and 
protection of birds and other wildlife by 
presenting Awards at the Saturday evening 
banquet.  We are currently seeking nominations 
in the following categories:  Lifetime 
Achievement Award, Educator of the Year, 
Conservationist of the Year, Citizen Scientist of 
the Year, and Special Achievement Award.  To 
make a nomination, download a nomination 
form from 
www.mtaudubon.org/about/awards.html.   
 
Nominations are due at the office by May 22, 
2015.  Mail completed forms to:   
Montana Audubon 
PO Box 595, Helena MT  59624 
 

http://www.mtaudubon.org/
mailto:jan2854@gmail.com
http://www.mtaudubon.org/about/awards.html
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Spring Freezout Lake Field Trip 2015  
by Terry McEneaney 
 
 
The years come and go and so do the memorable field 
trips to Freezout Lake.  This year 2015 marked my 47th 
year of visiting this spring magnet for migratory birdlife. 
The main goal of this trip is to observe large numbers of 
migratory birdlife, such as Snow Geese and Tundra 
Swans and a diversity of other early migrants. And each 
year the experiences are different. Last year (2014) for 
instance this same trip was cancelled due to severe 
blizzard-like road conditions not conducive for safe 
lengthy one day travel.  This year was the opposite for 
the weather was marvelous and approaching the high 
50’s-low 60’s F.  On Sunday (March 22), eleven intrepid 
participants left Missoula in four vehicles for an action-
packed marathon-style road trip to Freezout Lake and 
the Rocky Mountain Front.  Five additional people in two 
vehicles joined us while at Freezout to complete the 
Missoula party. 
 
Noticeable differences this year were the scary lack of 
snow in the Blackfoot, Lincoln, and Roger’s Pass areas 
and along the Rocky Mountain Front.  The lack of snow 
in the mountain valley floors resulted in seeing only a 
fraction of elk and deer numbers that we normally would 
see most years.   Freezout had lost its ice nearly three 
weeks ago which resulted in atypical bird staging and 
birding conditions.   
 
Earlier reports from the Missoulian of the status of Snow 
Geese at Freezout were uninformative and did not 
discourage our attempt to have fun.  When we dropped 
out of Roger’s Pass and off the Continental Divide, we 
were rewarded with spectacular views and early morning 
shadows showboating another reason why we took this 
trip i.e. to gawk at the Rocky Mountain Front.   
 
We finally got to Freezout , the watering hole for thirsty 
Snow Goose, by mid-morning.  The weather was superb, 
but the real rarity was the lack of wind and lake ice.  So 
we soaked up the sun and cherished the moment. By the 
time we left this area we figured we viewed in upwards 
of 20,000-25,000 Snow Geese.  These numbers of 
“wavies” were nothing compared to other years, but still 
spectacular nevertheless, and especially when we were 
under them as they lifted off one particular barley field. 
Many of the Tundra Swans and N. Pintails had moved on 
due to the mild weather conditions. I entered in my notes 
just over 50 species of birds for the entire day, not to 

mention the emerging mammals (marmots, ground-
squirrels) fresh out of winter. Most notable birds for the 
day besides the Snow Goose included: Ross’s Goose, 
Rough-legged Hawk, Trumpeter and Tundra swans, 
Northern Shrike, Gray Partridge, Cedar Waxwing and 
Clark’s Nutcracker.  We had some wonderful views of 
displaying Northern Harriers and super observations of 
some of my most cherished Montana birds-Golden 
Eagles. 
 
It was a pleasant group of travelers and my type of 
people, since all wanted to visit, relax and enjoy 
everyone’s company at the most famous watering hole 
in the Blackfoot known as “Trixie’s”. The bird list inside 
Trixie’s remained the same with just one very still, old 
Bald Eagle, and not surprising since it hadn’t moved at all 
in a year.  We did not take this bird trip too seriously, and 
because of that ended up with a wonderful trip to 
Freezout and the Rocky Mountain Front.  And thanks to 
Trixie’s we got to know each other better, before we 
completed the long thirteen hour   March day road trip 
to the birding mecca known as Freezout.  

Snow Geese in flight 

The group watching a migrating flock of Snow Geese. 
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       Welcome New Members 
 

  Mary Brannin  Iris Dalton 

  Lizzy Duffy  Charlie Landman 

  Heather Lodwig  Deborah Schneider 

  Noah Zlonis 

 

Special Note: Mailing Label Error 

Several folks saw that their mailing label expiration data in error last 

month.  An outdated labeling data set was the culprit.  If your label 

expiration date this month does not look correct this month, please 

contact Vick at k7vk@arrl.net or 549-0027.  Our apologies for the error.   

 
 

News from the Board, January-April, 2015 

Here is what the board has been working on.  If any of these projects sound interesting to you, please contact a board 
member to get involved.   

 The Chapter is cooperating with the Lolo National Forest, and purchased 100 vault 
toilet vent screen covers (for a cost of up to $3,000).  The covers have arrived, and 
we will coordinate with the Missoula District, on instillation.  Details on the screens 
and the need for them (birds and other wildlife can fly in but cannot get out) are at 
http://www.tetonraptorcenter.org/poo-poo-project.html . They are fairly easy to 
install, according to the Bitterroot Audubon, which put them up on the Bitterroot 
National Forest.  Anyone can help, so please call Ed Monnig (549-0580 
emonnig01@gmail.com) if you’d like to be involved in this (wild)life-saving project. 

 With MT Audubon, we finalized the site for Festival 2016—Holiday Inn Parkside 
(downtown, this is where the Festival was in 2010). 

 The Chapter voted to make a cash donation to help Five Valleys Land Trust with 
purchasing a Conservation Easement for on a property located in our Grass Valley 
IBA, and for another property of wetland habitat located in the Potomac Valley. 
This helps us meet our conservation mission.  

 The Chapter has been active in promoting the renovation of the Philip L. Wright Museum of Zoological Museum, 
located at the University of Montana (http://zoologicalmuseum.dbs.umt.edu/).  The Chapter voted to make a 
cash donation, which will be matched by the Ken Dial Family Foundation.  We encourage others to donate as 
well.  Contact-Dan Pletscher, retired chair, Wildlife Biology Program, 543-4865 for more information.  

 Larry Weeks, our Community Naturalist has presented 20 programs during this period. 

 Larry’s combined beginning—intermediate birder’s workshop—has attracted at least 38 people so far.  Classes 
cover id skills, taxonomy, birding by ear, conservation, etc., with a variety of speakers and bird skins available.  
Class members are anxiously awaiting their field trip to Smurfit-Stone to hone their birding skills.   

 Board members completed our first bird survey for the season at a property in Pattee Canyon where a future 
conservation easement is planned—9 people participated. 

 Lead Bullets—the Chapter is working with Kate Stone from Bitterroot Chapter on promoting non-lead 
ammunition.  We may either help with purchasing an informational trunk, or providing a subsidy mechanism to 
encourage the use of copper bullets.  Details and methods to be determined.   

 A sub-committee of board members will be meeting in the next few months to work out our next 5-year plan, to 
determine our funding priorities.   

 The Chapter received 10 applications for our annual P.L. Wright scholarship program.  Proposals will be 
evaluated during April, and funds awarded shortly thereafter.   

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

mailto:k7vk@arrl.net
http://www.tetonraptorcenter.org/poo-poo-project.html
mailto:emonnig01@gmail.com
http://zoologicalmuseum.dbs.umt.edu/
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Chit Chats vs. Coffee Swallows  by Thomas Kallmeyer 
 
Two teams of Five Valley Audubon birders will soon be vying for the honor of claiming the most birds seen during an all-
day competitive Birdathon. This old rivalry is akin to the Griz vs. the Bobcats although the team names are not quite as 
fierce sounding! This fun event is Five Valleys Audubon's annual fund raiser to support our conservation and education 
efforts. We seek pledges from Chapter members and others for each species observed by a team over the course of a day 
of birding or whatever amount contributors wish to donate. After the full day of birding is completed and weary eyes have 
recovered we mail out a reminder of your pledge and a list of species seen by the team you supported. The teams begin 
by searching varied habitats in the Missoula Valley then usually go to other localities that remain secret until the birding 
is done. About 120 species or more will be observed depending on weather and luck. 
 
Your tax deductible contributions are used to support these Chapter activities: 

 Phil Wright Research Awards granted to qualifying high school and college wildlife biology students 

 Audubon Adventures, which teaches environmental education in elementary grades (3-6) 

 Community Naturalist Program through which volunteers provide classroom presentations and lead field trips 

 Wildlife habitat conservation projects that protect habitat in Missoula County particularly in the Clark Fork River--
Grass Valley Important Bird Area. We inform Missoula citizens, land-owners, developers and city/county planners of 
the special importance of habitat in this area for birds and other wildlife. We review all subdivision proposals in 
Missoula County and testify at hearings in favor of adequate protection of riparian areas. 

 

If we miss you by phone or letter please consider a contribution to FVAS and we will mail a species list to you. We 

certainly appreciate your support! 

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 
participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:        
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
 
  ___ $15 is enclosed for Chapter-only membership 
 
  __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      
  included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 
and mail to:  

Five Valleys Audubon Society 
PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

Join National Audubon Society 
& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 
and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 
the Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:         
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
  
__  $20 for a 1-year individual or family membership  
   
C3Z N53 0Z 
 
Please make the check payable to National Audubon Society and 
mail to:  

National Audubon Society 
PO Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 
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PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807            
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