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Calendar of Events

> Monday, November 3™, 7:00pm: The next board
meeting will be held at Naturalist’s Mercantile, 131 East
Main Street in downtown Missoula.

> Monday, November 10%, 7:30 pm: Join us at the
November program meeting to hear Montana
Audubon’s Amy Cilimburg discuss how climate change
impacts birds and what you, as a citizen scientist, can do
about it. The meeting will be held in room L14 of the
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.

> Saturday, November 15': Submission deadline for the
December edition of the Birding Observer.

> Saturday, November 15%: Beginning bird walk at Lee
Metcalf NWR from 10am-Noon. Meet the field trip
leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center.

> Sunday, November 23™: Terry Toppins will lead a bird
walk at Maclay Flats on Blue Mountain Road west of
Missoula looking for new winter arrivals. Meet in the
parking lot at Maclay Flats at 9:00am for a 3 hour walk.

Audubon’s Birds and Climate Initiative — and Us

Perhaps you have already
heard about the “Audubon
Report” on birds imperiled
by climate change. The
results from that study,
released in early
September, are alarming—
314 North American bird
species on the brink. What
are the implications for
Montana birds and what
can we, in Montana, do about it? How can citizen
scientists help, and how can we use “climate-smart
conservation,” in western Montana and beyond, as part of
the solution?

Join the chapter for our next monthly program on Monday,
November 10 at 7:30 p.m. in room L14 (lower level) of the
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus. Montana
Audubon’s Amy Cilimburg will highlight not just answers to
these questions, but also a deeper look into the Audubon
report, the largest and most comprehensive examination
of birds and climate change ever undertaken in North
America. Over the past seven years, Audubon’s team has
analyzed more than 30 years of bird observations from the
North American Breeding Bird Survey, Audubon’s
Christmas Bird Count, and data from leading climatologists
in the US and Canada. This assessment gives us an
unprecedented ability to project where birds are most
likely—and unlikely—to survive in the future. We'll look at
the future of swans, curlews, chickadees, hummingbirds,
and more. And we’ll circle around to the status of climate
change solutions. Much can be done locally to create a
better future for all.

Amy Cilimburg is the Director of Bird Conservation and
Climate Policy for Montana Audubon, where she works to
educate and inspire action around issues related to climate
change, birds, wildlife, and energy both here in Montana
and nationally. She spearheads the Important Bird Areas
(IBA) Program in Montana and collaborates with others to
protect Montana's birds and their habitat. Amy has an M.S.
in Wildlife Biology from the University of Montana, and
prior to coming to Audubon, was
the Assistant Director of the UM's

Avian Science Center. She lives and '
strives to reduce her carbon ' .
footprint in Missoula with her

husband, daughter, and dog.




Peeps From The Board: Financial Update
by Kit Stevens

It’s that time of year again to report Five Valleys Audubon
Society’s finances for the Fiscal Year ending 6/30/14. We
ended the year with income exceeding expenses by
$3,700, slightly over our budgeted projection. The overage
continues to be invested in the Vanguard Fund investment
accounts which performed well. Five Valleys Audubon
continues to honor our mission of promoting
conservation, education, and enjoyment of wildlife by
hosting many birding trips, providing Audubon Adventure
educational packets for elementary aged children, and
holding an Advanced Birding Class Workshop for adults.
The Community Naturalist program is always a highlight
for the students who are visited by FVAS to learn & get
excited about birds. The Phil Wright Fund was able to
award over $3,000 to student research projects. Once
again, the annual Birdathon was a great success. We
continued our donations to Montana Audubon Society,
Raptors of the Rockies, Owl Research Institute, and
Raptorview Research Institute.

Income for the year totaled approximately $19,800 with
expenses of approximately $16,400. The Phil Wright Fund
had income of $5,200 with $975 in donations and the
balance in investment income. $2,049 was given as
Research grants, with the balance awarded provided by
Five Valleys Audubon.

Nearly one-half of the income comes from our Birdathon
Fundraiser (49%). Other sources of income include:
Grants for Audubon Adventures (11% due to receiving two
years of grants posting in one fiscal year), Birding Class
(10%), National Audubon dues share (8%), Chapter
Memberships (4%), Income on investments (4%), General
Donations (3%), and the balance from recycling and a
National Audubon Society grant for the bus used to
transport students in the Community Naturalist program
for their field trip, and the Phil Wright Fund portion of
awards transferred to FVA account for disbursement.

Our expenses included:

e Donations to Mt. Audubon, the Owl Research
Institute, Raptors of the Rockies and Raptorview
Research (34%)

e Phil Wright Awards (19%)

e Production & mailing of the monthly newsletter
(19% of expenses)

e Purchase of Audubon Adventure kits for local
schoolteachers (8%)

e Community Naturalist Program (8%)

e Montana Audubon Dues (6%)

e Liability Insurance (4%)

e Miscellaneous office and computer expenses, and
the bus rented for Community Naturalist field trip.

At the end of June 2014, Five Valleys Audubon had assets
$42,000 in investment accounts. The Phil Wright
Endowment Fund has a ,
and held approximately 'g
$76,000. A portion of the "

fund is specifically earmarked

for research scholarships with ‘

fund to keep up with inflation

and to eventually fully fund

Each year, we adopt an annual budget. Anticipated income
for the July 2014-June 2015 year is approximately $16,500
financial reports are produced and reviewed at the board
meetings. This year, we will revisit our Five Year Plan and

of approximately $6,000 in a checking account and
separate investment account

income from this endowment =

the balance reinvested in the

the scholarships. 1\

with projected expenses approximately $14,400. Monthly
update future expenditures.

| hope this synopsis of our financial structure keeps you
assured that your contributions to Five Valleys Audubon
Society are locally & wisely used. If you have any

guestions, please contact me. Kit Stevens, Treasurer.

Wildlife Grants Available—Apply Today

Montana Audubon is offering small grants ($500
maximum/$1,700 total) for wildlife research and
education projects, with an emphasis on nongame wildlife.
Grants come from our Audubon Wildlife Fund of Montana
endowment. The funds can be used for mileage,
equipment, printing, and communications; the funds
cannot be used for salaries, stipends, and personal
equipment. In 2014, grants purchased equipment for
research and education projects at Salish Kootenai
College, helped fund a research project on Montana’s
vulnerable wetlands, and aided a Northern Hawk Owl
study in western Montana.

To apply for an Audubon Wildlife Fund grant, visit our
website: http://www.mtaudubon.org/about/grants.html.
Applications must be emailed (preferred) or post marked
by Friday, December 12, 2014. Grant recipients will be
announced by February 1, 2015.



http://www.mtaudubon.org/about/grants.html

Field Trips by Larry Weeks

Saturday, October 11, 2014: Thirteen people gathered at
the old Smurfit-Stone mill site under a daunting weather
forecast of rain and strong winds. Fortunately, the severe
weather was a no show during the 4.5 hour field trip. The
first stop was at a grove of Siberian elm where a great
horned owl had been hanging out. The owl was spotted
almost immediately but flew to another tree. However, |
was able to flush the owl back to the group where
everyone was able to get a good look. The next stop was
at a mud flat which had been very good for shorebirds
earlier in the year. Today, there was only one long-billed
dowitcher. Then we found 2 adult bald eagles on a cross-
arm, and a little later found 2 more adult bald eagles in a
Douglas fir across the river. There were a few ducks
scattered here and there in small bodies of water. At the
south end of the property, we found an immature white-
crowned sparrow, a ruby-crowned kinglet and a black-
capped chickadee in the same hawthorne tree. | found
one male wood duck but it swan into the brush before
anyone else could get a look. On the return trip from the
well field, we found at least 2 northern shrike. | lobbied
for a third shrike but was out-voted. Later in the trip, we
found a third shrike which was a over a mile from the
previous shrikes. As they say in baseball, 3 shrikes and
you're out. Along the river, Clancy Cone saw a gray
partridge go into some brush. | circled the brush on foot
and flushed 3 partridge to the group. The furthest pond to
the north has been used to store waste water from the
Grass Valley-French ditch and has an impressive amount of
water which is attracting lots of waterfowl. We had 3
grebes (eared, pied-billed and western) and lots of Canada
geese and American coots. Ducks included mallard,
northern pintail, American wigeon, green-winged teal,
ruddy duck, ring-necked duck, northern shoveler, and
hooded merganser. We had 46 species for the day plus an
unidentified sparrow.

Sunday, October 12, 2014: Clancy Cone, Rose Leach, Jean
Duncan, and myself hiked to Rob Domenech's raptor
banding site on Nora Ridge which is near Flesher Pass. Rob
was present on our visit because he wanted to catch a
golden eagle for me which he had failed to do on 5
previous visits. We had to wait for some low clouds to lift
before any trapping could take place. We split up into 2
blinds and waited for some action which never happened.
There were a few golden eagles flying but none showed
any interest in our pigeons. Meanwhile, the crew at the
Rogers Pass station caught 3 golden eagles, a goshawk, a
Harlan's red-tailed hawk, and 2 sharp-shinned hawks. We
found out later that the Nora Ridge crew caught a golden

eagle 20 minutes after we left. The Rogers Pass crew
caught 2 more golden eagles for a total of 5 for the day.

Monday, October 13, 2014: Rose Leach and myself made
a trip to the Rogers Pass banding site because of their
phenomenal success during the previous day. The climb
to the site is much easier than the hike to Nora Ridge.
Once we got on top, we had to ask a hunter where the site
was, and when we found it, nobody was there at 10:00
AM. We thought we had stroke out again. But as we
started back down the trail, we met one of the crew
coming up. They were getting a late start due to gathering
supplies. We stayed until 2:30 PM and watched them
catch and process 3 first-year golden eagles, and a male
prairie merlin. It was an unforgettable experience to
watch these huge eagles drop out of the sky and hit the
pigeons at the trap. Two of the pigeons made the ultimate
sacrifice.

Missoula Christmas Bird Count by Larry Weeks

The Missoula Christmas Bird Count (CBC) will be held on
Saturday, December 20, 2014. The Count area is a circle
with a 7.5 mile radius which is centered at the intersection
of Reserve St. and 1-90. The area within the circle will be
covered by small groups and individuals. These areas will
be assigned ahead of the Count day. You can participate
by joining a group in the field or by being a feeder watcher.
If you would like to take part in the field Count, contact
Larry Weeks at 549-5632 (540-3064 cell) or
bwsgenea@gmail.com.  Larry will provide different
options for you to choose from. If you are interested in
being a feeder watcher, contact Rose Leach at 370-1999 or
rleach-2@bresnan.net.  She will provide you with
instructions on how to tabulate your bird sightings. We
also tally unusual birds not seen on Count day that are
seen during Count week. Count week includes the 3 days
before and 3 days after Count day.

The Count day will end with a potluck dinner that will be
held at the home of Larry weeks, 2428 West Kent, which is
near Rosauers. Potluck
guests are welcome to
arrive at 6:00 PM. Dinner
will commence at 6:30 PM.
Please bring your favorite
potluck offering, or A-L,
bring a salad or dessert, and
M-Z, a hot dish. After the
potluck, we will tabulate the
results of the field Count.



mailto:bwsgenea@gmail.com
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Birds in the Spotlight: Chickadees
By Jeannie Marcure, Flathead Audubon Society

“The chickadee is a symbol
of faithfulness. It lives the
year around in the same
region. It never deceives its
human friends, as so many
birds do, by changing its
coat and colors. In the
summer, to be sure, it is
not much seen. But with
wintry blasts, time the others go south, the Chickadee
begins to be noticed. Then there comes a time when it is
almost the only thing to lend a touch of life and a note of
gladness to a bleak outdoors.”

~ By William Athenton Dupuy in Our Birds, Friend and Foe, 1925

Chickadees are among the most frequent and loyal feeder
visitors. They are also some of the tamest, often waiting
patiently on a nearby twig while | refill feeders and water.
As members of the Paridae Family, chickadees are closely
related to titmice. Both are small, energetic, social birds
with short conical, pointed bills. The species with crests are
titmice and those without crests are chickadees. Our area
(in the Flathead Valley) is home to four species of
chickadees: Blackcapped, Mountain, Chestnut-backed,
and Boreal. Last winter we were fortunate enough to have
Blackcapped, Mountain and Chestnut—backed visit our
feeders regularly.

All chickadees have strong legs and short, stout bills which
are put to good use in feeding behaviors such as hanging
upside down at the tip of a branch eating a bud or holding
a seed with their feet while pounding it open. Chickadees
also store food in temporary caches. Sometimes the food
is cached and retrieved almost immediately, as when they
move many sunflower seeds from a feeder and hide them
in nearby tree bark. In this case, the cache is used just to
help the bird get a large portion of the available food for
itself. At other times the caches are more long-term, such
as when seeds are stored in the fall for use later in the
winter. This behavior which involves large spatial memory
is crucial in their survival in our harsh winters. Also key to
their ability to survive extreme weather conditions is their
ability to go into a state of regulated hypothermia,
lowering their body temperature from a day time temp of
107.6 2 to a night temperature of 86 2. While in this state
of torpidity, they can still fly (somewhat weakly) if the
need to escape a predator arises.

All chickadees are cavity nesters and prefer natural holes
such as those created when a large branch breaks off at
the trunk or those made by woodpeckers, but they will use
wooden nest boxes as well. This nest is also used in the
winter as an escape from the cold with several birds
huddling together to keep warm during cold snaps.

All four kinds of chickadees found in the Flathead have
dark caps, black throat patches, and white cheeks and
prefer forest habitats. Males, females and young all look
alike. All are smaller than sparrows and very acrobatic
when feeding. Blackcapped have buffy sides and Mountain
can be distinguished from Black-capped by the thin white
eyebrow and grayer flanks. Chestnut-backed is the most
brightly colored chickadee and has a rich reddish-brown
back and reddish brown flanks while Boreal has a smaller
white cheek patch and is more subdued in color. Boreal is
the shyest and the least often seen of the Rocky Mountain
chickadees.

New Digital Audubon Adventures by Barbara Ross

Once again FIVE VALLEYS AUDUBON SOCIETY is offering
AUDUBON ADVENTURES, an educational program on the
natural world, free to teachers of grades 3-5.

A new development this year - the 2014-15 Audubon
Adventures is available online only, instead of in paper
‘magazinettes’. The Digital Plus edition includes online
access to downloadable and interactive web-based
content for teachers and students. The total cost is $16 per
teacher, rather than $46 as with the past ‘hard copies’.
National Audubon said they are experimenting with the
digital version. In an informal poll (I tried to conduct) the
majority of the teachers were willing to try it. Afew ‘opted
out’, citing lack of time, too many other new programs,
and at times the unreliability of the school’s technology.
So FVAS will be providing this program to 29 teachers in 19
schools. In addition to most of the elementary schools in
Missoula, we are reaching Alberton, Arlee, Bonner, Charlo,
Clinton, Frenchtown, and St. Regis. New this year are
Dixon, Hot Springs, Sussex, St. Ignatius and St. Joseph
elementary schools.

The themes for 2014-15 are Birds Bees, and
Neighborhood Biomes, Introducing a "Digital Plus"
Classroom Kit with the following topics:

e Wild About Birds: the science of birds, including
their characteristics and adaptations, habitat
needs, migration, and life cycles.



¢ The Buzz about Native Bees: the natural history of
native bees and their vital role in ecosystems as
pollinators of native plants.

e Neighborhood Biomes: familiar urban/suburban
birds and other wildlife, how they interact with the
built environment, and ways in which kids can help
their wild neighbors.

e PLUS "Birds on the Move" classroom poster on
bird migration.

Audubon Adventures materials can be used across the
teaching curriculum and include correlations to Common
Core Language Arts Standards and Next Generation
Science Education Standards. Those teachers choosing to
use this program receive a gift of Audubon membership
which includes a subscription to Audubon Magazine.

Some teacher comments from last year:

“My kids are reluctant readers and these were looked
at as fun with “cool pictures.” ~ Cori Miranda, Alberton

“I am so grateful to have relevant non-fiction that feels
like a treat to my students.”
~ Susannah Murphy, Frenchtown

“Thank you for supplying kids with great information
and non-fiction materials that are HIGH interest!!”
~ Jo Fix, Hellgate

“The colorful newspapers enhance the guide, and the
guide gives in-depth articles for extensions. Your team
does a great job! We are required to provide rigorous
non-fiction reading for our students, so your
curriculum is perfect.” ~ Ronda Howlett, Arlee

For more info visit:
http://education.audubon.org/audubon-adventures-

grades-3-5.

Board Update

¢ Clancy Cone has resigned from the board - we thank
him for his contributions!

* Currently we have vacant seats for Director and for
Conservation Advocacy Chair. Please contact the
President, if you would like to participate on the board.

Bird, Climate Study Forecasts all of Montana’s Swan
Habitat Could Disappear by 2080 By Rob Chaney
(Originally published in the Missoulian, October 4, 2014)

OVANDO - It was graduation day for a family of trumpeter
swan cygnets on Jones Lake. After spending all spring and
summer paddling about the water, the one white and
three gray birds lifted off for a very wobbly, 5-minute first
flight around the lake.

It’s a scene that’s enthralled hundreds of Blackfoot Valley
residents over several years of swan transplants, but one
that could disappear along with the water bodies that
make it possible. A study developed from millions of
birdwatcher observations warns that Montana habitat for
trumpeter swans, Clark’s nutcrackers, mountain
chickadees and long-billed curlews may literally dry up.

“When they brought them here in the spring, it was just
amazing to think these little birds — little balls of fluff —
would turn into these huge swans,” said land owner and
ornithologist Elaine Caton. “And now we’re seeing them fly
for the first time, and know that in a few weeks, they're
going to migrate hundreds of miles.”

The cygnets grew up without a mother. Nevertheless, the
subadult birds will figure out how to join other flocks and
find their way to Red Rocks Reservoir or the Snake River
area along the southern Montana-ldaho border for winter.

But rising temperatures and erratic winter snowfalls have
put increasing pressure on the wetlands the swans depend
on. The National Audubon Society’s 2014 Bird and Climate
Study forecasts all of Montana’s swan summer range could
disappear by 2080. On a continental scale, the trumpeter
swan’s range is expected to shift far to the north.

“We’ve been studying all the citizen science we’ve
accumulated over the years for things like arrival dates and
nesting dates,” said Five Valleys Audubon member Jim
Brown. “Some species are showing up three weeks earlier
than they were 40 years ago. You can’t see climate change,
but you can see the results.”
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The problem with changing migration schedules is they
often don’t match the reasons for migrating—the
appearance or disappearance of flowers, bugs and other
food supplies. Nesting areas that lack water leave
waterfowl vulnerable to predators that can cross dry land
to raid eggs.

The Blackfoot Valley has a “kettle and dome” topography
of wrinkled meadows that hold pockets of water. A U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service survey counted more than 30,000
individual wetlands between Clearwater Junction and
Helmville. They range from seasonal puddles that look too
small to support two frogs, to the 530-acre Browns Lake.
Waterfowl love them.

The 60-acre Jones Lake has no inlet or outlet. It's fed
through underground streams and springs. Bright green
grass rims its twisty shoreline for 20 feet, before the
ground abruptly turns brown and dry.

Trumpeter swans prefer places like Jones Lake because its
edges are shallow enough for their necks to reach the
underwater plants they eat, and because it provides
enough runway room for their big bodies to build up speed
for flight. While Jones is deep enough to persist year-
round, many surrounding potholes disappear in fall or mid-
summer when the Bob Marshall Wilderness Mountains fail
to collect enough winter snow.

When Caton takes visitors around the ranch, she straps on
a backpack with big tripod legs sticking out (to hold her
spotting scope) and a large can of bear spray. Grizzly bears
are frequent passers-by. So was a big bull moose earlier
last week. But birds are her favorite wildlife. She’s
participated in the swan restoration project since 2009,
and has seen 15 trumpeters successfully migrate away
from Jones Lake so far.

“We’ve only been here 17 years,” Caton said. “We’ve seen
a lot of variation from wet to dry years. On low-water
years, the margins are really obvious with dead and dried
out vegetation.
A lot of the
smaller

waterfowl don’t
show up. This
lake is really
robust and
deep. But a lot of
the mid-valley
potholes don’t get regular flows.”

Trumpeter Swan

Fall Migration Patterns of Shorebirds
by Harry Nehls, Portland Audubon

Bird migrations are not well-understood, but more is
learned every season. While it is difficult to fully observe
the migratory movements of most birds, shorebirds are
conspicuous and easily studied. There is much information
on the movements of these birds that could be useful in
examining the movements of other species.

Although most shorebirds are seen in close cohesive
flocks, several studies have shown that each individual
shorebird migrates independently, and more or less sets
its own migratory pattern and schedule. They gather at
feeding stations, and flock primarily for protection from
predators. Flocks are not as cohesive as they may appear,
and there is considerable interchange between individuals
from one flock to another, and from one wintering spot to
another. This may account for the great number of
seemingly lost individuals found during each migration.
This could also explain many of the out-of-range birds
regularly seen during migrations. Most migratory flocks
are made up of several different species.

Among shorebirds there is a tendency for at least partial
separation of the sexes in migration and on wintering
grounds. The movements away from the nesting areas in
fall are for the most part staggered. Nonbreeding birds and
those adults that failed to bring off young leave first,
followed within a few days by one of the successful parent
birds, usually the female. The other parent stays with the
young for several days before migrating. The young birds
follow several days later.

These staggered migratory movements were often
thought unusual and confined only to shorebirds. But
recent studies have shown that other species also stagger
their movements, some more obviously than others.

Consider the Rufous Hummingbird. The adult males leave
the nesting areas during June, some moving to higher
elevations while others move directly southward to the
wintering areas. A couple of weeks later the females
migrate, leaving the young alone. Later the young migrate.
Waterfowl fall movements, however, are more modified.
Adult males move off their nesting sites to more remote
molting areas, leaving the female caring for the young.
Later the females leave the young to molt elsewhere.
Although there is some separation of the sexes and young,
most birds later join to migrate southward together. If this
is true of other species as well, it is not surprising that most
birds that elect to overwinter are immatures.



Mind Your Manners to Reduce Bird Stress
by Barb Gorges (Wyoming Tribune Eagle)

| am sure your parents taught you, as mine did me, that it
is impolite to stare. Does this rule apply, in some way, to
birds? After all, the point of birdwatching is to watch them.
Know that whenever you enter a bird's environment, it can
bother a bird. For instance, even when you are on the
other side of a window, it may react to your presence.

| recently heard an anecdote about a hawk nest so close to
a public road that it was well-known. Birdwatchers
regularly showed up to watch and photograph the chicks
as they grew.

What these folks apparently missed was that the parents
were agitated. The presence of the birdwatchers bothered
them. The situation could easily have caused the parents
to abandon the chicks. And even though it apparently
didn't, stress on the birds could cause some unintended
consequences down the road-just as it does for people.

There is a new field guide that came out this spring, one
that offers something a bit different from the rest.

The New Birder's Field Guide to Birds of North America, by
Bill Thompson Ill, is recommended if you are a casual
backyard birdwatcher who wants to know more.

It explains the hobby of birdwatching, why it's fun, to how
to get into it, what to wear to be comfort-able, how to
adjust binoculars. What follows is a page per species with
helpful information for identify-ing each one.

But one brief chapter bears on this column's subject, titled
"Birding Manners." Some of it pertains to birding with
others: keep your voice down, treat others as you'd like to
be treated, stay with the group, share the spotting scope,
help beginners, pish in moderation.

What is pishing? It's an attempt to get a better look at a
bird by getting t to come out of the vegetation by making
a noise that sounds like "pish," which happens to sound
like a bird alarm call. The birds come out to see what's
wrong. Playing recorded bird songs to attract a bird that
thinks he's hearing a rival is another method to bring it out
of hiding.

As Thompson asks new birders to use these techniques in
moderation, he explains, "We owe it to the birds we love
so much to respect their privacy."

This is the beginning birdwatcher's version of the
American Birding Association's Birding Code of Ethics. The
part that pertains to the nesting hawks situation reads:
"1(b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger,
exercise restraint and caution during observation,
photography, sound recording, or filming." Keep well back
from nests and nesting colonies, roosts, display areas, and
important feeding sites. In such sensitive areas, if there is
a need for extended observation, photography, filming, or
re-cording, try to use a blind or hide, and take ad-vantage
of natural cover."

If the ABA members, vying
to see as many bird
species as possible can
restrain themselves, |
think the rest of us can as
well. Given today's optics
and cameras, it might
have been quite possible
to observe the activity in
the hawk nest from a less
intimidating distance,
since building a blind on
the side of a public road
probably isn't feasible.
Contacting the landowner
for permission to erect a
temporary blind might
have been a solution.

But on the other hand, if we are observing the hawks for
our own enjoyment and not as a part of scientific study,
two minutes from inside our car would be quite enough,
rather than hour after hour, day after day. Try to make part
of your enjoyment of birds knowing that your actions
haven't endangered or distressed them.

There is so much interesting bird behavior to watch
unobserved by the birds if you walk carefully and stop and
stand still often, being the proverbial fly on the wall. If you
don't make noise or make sudden movements, birds in the
bushes will continue to flit about feeding. If you sit as still
as a rock at the shore, the shorebirds may pass close by.
And should a bird look you in the eye, acknowledge it as
you would a person, with a nod. And then look away, so it
can continue with its important business of living.



Two Cases of Terribly Successful Species Introductions
by Harry Nehls, Audubon Society of Portland

In 1852 Eugene Schieffelin, a rich influential New York
businessman, noticed an outbreak of caterpillars in the
trees near his home in Manhattan. He imported and
released several House Sparrows to combat the insects.
His introduction was successful and the birds soon
expanded through the city. Later introductions in other
parts of the country added to the expanding population.
The House Sparrow soon occupied all suitable habitats in
North and Central America. Encouraged by his successful
sparrow introduction, Schieffelin enlisted fellow
businessmen to form the American Acclimatization
Society. The main aim of the society was to bring to
America all the songbirds mentioned by Shakespeare. By
1877 the society was regularly releasing European
songbirds into New York’s Central Park. Among the large
number of species released was the European Starling.
During the spring of 1890 Schieffelin released 60 Starlings
in Central Park. The next spring he released another 40
birds to the flock. The introduction was successful. It is
believed that all the Starlings we see today are
descendants of these Central Park birds.

Smaller, less financed

groups were
organized to
introduce foreign

birds into the United
States, but few
matched the efforts
of the New York
organization. The

¥ German Song Bird
Society of Portland, Oregon, founded
by wealthy Portland businessmen
Frank Dekum and Charles Pfluger, was one of the more
successful organizations. The chief aim of this society was
to introduce German songbirds to comfort homesick
German immigrants that were then pouring into the city.
From 1889 to 1907 the society introduced 19 species
involving 400 pairs of German song birds, including 35
pairs of Starlings. Most of these were released into the
downtown Portland City Park. Later the name of the group
was changed to the Portland Song Bird Club and their
efforts were expanded into the entire Willamette Valley.
In a letter to Schieffelin, Charles Pfluger reported that
almost all released species were doing splendidly and that
the Skylark could be heard singing all over Oregon.

European Starling

Pfluger’s letter to Schieffelin was probably highly
exaggerated. If it was or not, every species released by the
society soon disappeared including the Starling. The
expansion of the New York Starling releases reached
Oregon about 1943 and quickly swamped the state.
Despite the expenditure of time and effort, many
thousands of dollars, and the displacement of hundreds of
birds, of all the foreign species introduced by the New York
and Portland organizations and other smaller groups, only
the Starling and House Sparrow were successfully
introduced.

In 1900 the Lacey Act was passed prohibiting the
introduction of foreign plants and animals without a
thorough scientific study of the effects on local
populations. In 2013 the act was revised to effectively
abolish all introductions of foreign plants and animals.

Mid-sized Binoculars have Found their Niche!
Portland Audubon’s newsletter, The Warbler

While most nature lovers enjoy the stunning visual images
offered by full-sized binoculars, we have found a growing
niche for the expanding range of mid-sized binos now on
the market.

While a full-sized binocular is typically one with an
objective lens of 42mm, a standard mid-sized will have a
smaller objective lens of around 30—32mm. Though the
smaller lens doesn’t allow as much light to reach your eyes,
so viewing is not quite as bright in low-light situations like
dawn or dusk, there are some great benefits for
downsizing!

First, with smaller objective lenses, binoculars are lighter
and more compact. Another surprising benefit is that,
even though they are smaller, many mid-size binoculars
have a wider field of view than their full-sized
counterparts. For example, a full-size 10x42 Swarovski EL
has a 336-footwide field of view (FOV) at 1000 feet, while
the mid-size model 10x32 has a much wider 360-foot-wide
FOV. Some models even offer shorter close-focus
distances, like the 8x32 Vortex Viper with an incredible 3-
foot close focus which is superb for butterfly and insect
observation (a full-size Viper 8x can only focus down to 5.1
feet). And you can counter the loss of light due to smaller
lenses by upgrading to binoculars featuring extra-low
dispersion (ED) glass which offers brighter images than
conventional optical glass.



Welcome New Members

Nancy Ballou

Kimberly Bell

Sneed Collard

Leona B. Crichton

Roy O'Connor

Dorothy Peterson

Gayle Salisbury

Kathleen A. Settevendemie

Go Green and Save!

Do you want to help Five Valleys Audubon Society save money, paper and volunteer time? Please consider reading
your Birding Observer online. Your online copy will contain content in color, and you will receive your newsletter
much earlier than the mailed hard copy! If you wish to receive your Birding Observer via email, just send us a
request with your name to Vick Applegate at k7Zvk@arrl.net. You can also find your current newsletter on the Five
Valleys Audubon Society website at www.fvaudubon.org. Thanks!

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys
Audubon Society. | will receive the Birding Observer and may
participate in all local Chapter activities. | understand that my
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Email:

Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless
requested otherwise.

____S$15is enclosed for Chapter-only membership

___ An additional sum of $ is also
included to support Chapter activities.

Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society
and mail to:

Five Valleys Audubon Society

PO Box 8425

Missoula, MT 59807

Join National Audubon Society
& Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society
and my local Chapter. | will receive the Audubon magazine and
the Birding Observer, and | may participate in all local Chapter
activities. | understand that my dues are shared between NAS
and my local Chapter.

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Email:

Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless
requested otherwise.

__$20for a 1-year individual or family membership
C3Z N53 0z

Please make the check payable to National Audubon Society and
mail to:

National Audubon Society

PO Box 422250

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250
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