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Calendar of Events 
 
 

 Monday, November 2nd:  The November board 
meeting will be held at The Missoula Public Library, 
6:45 to 8:45 pm. 

 Saturday, November 7th: Join us for a half-day field 
trip at Maclay Flat.  Meet in the Maclay Flat parking 
lot at 9am. 

 Monday, November 9th: Vicky Dreitz, Director of 
the Avian Science Center at UM will discuss avian 
diversity in western US ecosystems at our 
November meeting at 7:30pm. The meeting will be 
held in UM’s Gallagher Business Building, room L14. 

 Sunday, November 15th: Submission deadline for 
the December edition of the Birding Observer.  

 Saturday, November 21st: Bird walk at Lee Metcalf 
NWR from 10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip 
leader at the Refuge Visitor’s Center.  

 Sunday, December 6th:  All-day field trip to the 
Mission Valley led by Jim Brown.  Meet in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center parking lot 
at 8am or at the Cenex Gas Station in Ronan at 9am. 

 Saturday, December 19th: Mark your calendar for 
The Missoula Christmas Bird Count. Please see the 
article on page 2.  

 
 

Bird Diversity in Western Prairies and Forests 
 
 
Vicky Dreitz, Director of the Avian Science Center at 
UM, will speak at the chapter’s next program meeting 
on Monday, November 9 at 7:30 p.m. in Gallagher 
Business Building, room L14. She will provide examples 
of how different factors influence diversity of avian 
populations in two western US ecosystems: 
landownership in prairie systems and pine beetle 
outbreaks in forest systems. 
 

Global loss of biological diversity is occurring at 
unprecedented rates with serious repercussions for 
ecosystem health and humanity. Biodiversity loss can 
alter key ecological processes, affect ecosystem 
productivity and stability, and impact societally-valuable 
ecosystem services.  While the factors leading to 
species extinctions are numerous and complex, the 
primary drivers over the last century are human-caused, 
including land-use change and global warming. Finding 
solutions to bolster declining species is one of the most 
important tasks facing ecologists, land managers, and 
policymakers. Dr. Dreitz’s long-term research focuses on 
understanding environmental (weather, climate, 
habitat) and anthropogenic impacts (modern land-use 
practices) on short-grass prairie systems. 
 
Dr. Dreitz is Director of the Avian Science Center at the 
University of Montana and Assistant Professor in 
Wildlife Biology. She received her B.S. degree from 
Colorado State University in 1990. The day after 
graduation, she flew to Florida and spent two years as 
an avian field technician on numerous projects. Her PhD 
work at the University of Miami 
focused on the endangered Snail 
Kite. One of the objectives of her 
PhD was to develop a monitoring 
program that assisted in 
understanding the mechanisms 
driving the population status of this 
endangered bird. This program is still 
in use today. Following her 
return to Colorado, she 
worked on petitioned species on 
the eastern plains, first as a 
post doc then as a research 
scientist for the Colorado Division 
of Wildlife (now Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife). She moved to 
Missoula in 2011.  
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Northern Hawk Owl , near Mineral Peak Lookout, 
overlooking the Rattlesnake Wilderness.   

~ Photo by Libby Langston 

 

Peeps From The Board: Financial Update 
by Jean Duncan  
 
Put your numbers hat on, everyone! Here they come 
from Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) for fiscal year 
2014/2015 ending on June 30, 2015.  
 
Our operating income for the year was $9,867 with 
expenses of $18,253 which generated a loss of $8,386. 
However, the ‘loss’ reflects a total of $9,200 in 
donations to other groups, donations we are proud of. 
The renovation of the Phil Wright Museum on the 
University of Montana campus received our largest gift; 

$5,000. Other efforts FVAS 
supported include: 
Montana Audubon, The 
Owl Research Institute, 
Raptors of the Rockies, 
Raptorview, and Audubon 
Adventures kits which are 
used in Missoula area 
classrooms. 
 

A huge thanks to all who contributed to the 2014 
Birdathon. Your support of the Birdathon brought in 
$9,586! Our income from memberships was $2,392, 
which didn’t quite cover our hard copy newsletter 
expenses of $2,718. Please send your email address 
with a request to receive our newsletter via email if you 
wish to save trees as well as reduce FVAS newsletter 
expenses. Thank you!  
 
At the end of June 2015, FVAS had assets of $115,310 of 
which $74,725 is The Phil Wright Endowment. This 
endowment provides scholarships for UM student for 
short-term research projects related to birds and other 
wildlife. In 2014 $2,883 was awarded.  
 
For the current year, FY2015/2016, FVAS board has 
approved a budget which includes $6,000 for land 
conservation in the Missoula area and increasing 
funding for our Community Naturalist Program. Our 
2015 Birdathon contributions were over $9,400. We’re 
looking forward to another year of supporting birds and 
their habitat in Montana! 
 
Please direct any questions you may have about the 
finances of FVAS to Jean Duncan, Treasurer, at 
jeanclaire@montana.com.  
 

Missoula Christmas Bird Count 
By Larry Weeks 
 
The Missoula Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) will be held on   Saturday, 
December 19, 2015.  The Count area 
is a circle with a 7.5 mile radius which 
is centered at the intersection of 
Reserve St. and I-90.  The area within 
the circle will be covered by small 
groups and individuals.  These areas 
will be assigned ahead of the Count 
day.  You can participate by joining a 
group in the field or by being a feeder watcher.  If you 
would like to take part in the field Count, contact Larry 
Weeks at 549-5632 (home), 540-3064 (cell), or 
bwsgenea@gmail.com.  Larry will provide different 
options for you to choose from.  If you are interested in 
being a feeder watcher, contact Rose Leach at 370-1999 
or rleach-2@bresnan.net.  She will provide you with 
instructions on how to tabulate your bird sightings.  We 
also tally unusual birds not seen on Count day that are 
seen during Count week.  Count week includes the 3 
days before and 3 days after Count day.   
 
The Count day will end with a potluck dinner at the 
home of Larry Weeks, 2428 West Kent, which is near 
Rosauers.  Potluck guests are welcome to arrive at 6:00 
PM.  Dinner will commence at 6:30 PM.  Please bring 
your favorite potluck offering. Or if your last name 
begins with a letter between A-L, bring a salad or 
dessert, and for names beginning with letters between 
M-Z, a hot dish.  After the potluck, we will tabulate the 
results of the field Count. 

mailto:jeanclaire@montana.com
mailto:bwsgenea@gmail.com
mailto:rleach-2@bresnan.net
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      Hairy Woodpecker 

Field Trips  
by Larry Weeks  
 
September 19, 2015:  The September field trip to 
Ninepipes turned out to be a spectacular day with the 
majestic Mission Mountains as a backdrop.  The three-
vehicle caravan made its first stop at a cattail marsh 
near the Harriman Fish Company.  After a little coaxing, 
a Virginia rail responded from the security of the 
cattails.  A Townsend's solitaire and a pair of wood 
ducks were also spotted at this location.  A stop along 
Ninepipes Road had at least 4 northern harriers and a 
couple of red-tailed hawks.  As we drove east along 
Olson Road, there were 4 long-billed dowitchers on a 
shoreline and 5 river otters in the pond where Olson 
Road joins highway 93.  We accessed the reservoir near 
the old Ninepipes Lodge and hiked down to the edge of 
the water.  There must have been 2000 American coots 
on the water and a large number of American pelicans.  
Mixed in with the coots were adult and juvenile western 
grebes, several duck species, trumpeter swans, ring-
billed gulls, and a Bonaparte's gull.  Eric Fevold spotted 
a merlin in a nearby tree which remained there during 
our stay.  A greater yellowlegs announced its arrival 
with its signature few-few-few call.  A stop on the dam 
produced a horned grebe, 3 common terns, 3 more 
greater yellowlegs, and 2 great horned owls that were 
roosting at the edge of the outflow ditch.  A cattail 
marsh on Logan Road had 2 sandhill cranes and another 
great horned owl.  We were unsuccessful in our attempt 
to locate a prairie falcon near the Crow Reservoir.  The 
author had seen 2 prairie falcons at that location the 
previous Thursday.  The trip continued down Moiese 
Valley Road and ended at a marsh near the Bison Range 
with responses from a marsh wren and a second 
Virginia rail.  There were 12 people on the trip and we 
had 62 bird species. 
 
October 3, 2015:  Twenty-three people gathered at the 
front gate to the old Smurfit-Stone plant site for the 3rd 
time this year with the threat of 40 mph winds in the 
forecast.  We did have to weather some light rain in the 
morning but fortunately the winds did not materialize.  
After seeing some red-tailed hawks on the drive into the 
property, our first stop was at a stand of Siberian elm 
that had yellow-rumped warblers, ruby-crowned 
kinglets and 2 great horned owls.  At the large sludge 
pond, we had several waterfowl, killdeer, 4 long-billed 
dowitchers, and 1 pectoral sandpiper.  We saw adult 
bald eagles in several locations and I believe there were 
at least 3 total.  At a stand of pine trees on the south  

 
 
 
end, there were many 
mountain and western 
bluebirds and a hairy 
woodpecker that was 
“frozen” to a fence post.  
We found out a little later 
that there was a merlin in 
the area.  Two trumpeter 
swans flew by and we later 
found them on a small pond.  
As we hiked the south 
habitat, Jean Duncan, who was 
nursing an injured knee, stayed at the vehicles.  While 
the main group was finding black-capped chickadees, 
ruby-crowned kinglets, white-crowned sparrows, and 
Eurasian-collared doves, Jean was treated to a close 
look at a marsh wren and a song sparrow side-by-side.  
We saw American pipits on the ground and on power 
lines.  The north end of the property was relatively quiet 
but we did get a good look at a norther harrier and had 
two Virginia rails talk to us from the cattails.  We had 55 
species for the trip—a very good total for October. 
 
October 10, 2015:  The field trip to Rob Domenech's 
raptor banding sites at Nora Ridge and Roger's Pass 
entailed some unusual logistics.  Don and Andrea Stierle 
and UM Professor Robert Pal came from Butte.  Rob 
and Sharon Holden and Doug Mead and the author 
drove from Missoula.  We all met at the locked gate at 
the trailhead to Nora Ridge and 5 started the hike to 
Nora Ridge.  Doug and the author went to the Roger's 
Pass site.  It was a beautiful day but a little windy which 
may have affected the flight path of the golden eagles.  
The Roger's Pass site had at least 120 golden eagles fly 
by but none were caught.  A couple of the eagles came 
close enough that everyone in the blind held their 
breath, but pulled up at the last second.  Other raptor 
fly-by included 15 sharp-shinned hawks, 6 red-tailed 
hawks, 6 rough-legged hawks, and 1 American kestrel.  
The only birds caught were 2 sharpies.  The Nora Ridge 
site had better luck.  They caught 1 golden eagle and 
missed a second one when the bow net didn't close 
properly.  They also caught a northern goshawk.  The 
number of golden eagles that flew by the Nora Ridge 
site was estimated at 35.  Other birds seen during the 
trip included about 20 Clark's nutcrackers in Lincoln, 
Steller's jays, gray jay, and gray-crowned rosy finches. 
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Birds in the Spotlight: Pygmy Nuthatch 
By John Hughes 
Reprinted w/permission from Flathead Audubon Society 

 
 Seeking Pygmy 
Nuthatch? If you 
are fortunate 
enough to have a 
mature stand of 
Ponderosa Pine 
trees nearby or 
know where a 
good stand exists, 
then you are sure 
to find Pygmy 

Nuthatch. The Pygmy Nuthatch is considered one of the 
best indicator species for the overall health of bird 
communities in a Ponderosa Pine forest. Their numbers 
are directly correlated with snag and foliage density 
within the forest; interestingly, their numbers are 
inversely correlated with trunk volume implying they 
need heterogeneous stands of older well-spaced trees 
mixed with younger trees of intermediate ages. 
 
The Pygmy Nuthatch, Sitta pygmaea, is the smallest of 
our three species of Nuthatch. It measures 4.25” long 
with a wingspan of 7.75”. They are short-tailed, large-
headed and long-billed. Males, females, and immatures 
are similar in appearance. Their crown is gray-brown 
with a dark eye-line marking the edge of the cap. The 
face is buff colored to buffy white. The breast and 
undertail coverts are buff, while the sides and back are 
bluish gray. Wing and tail feathers are a darker bluish 
gray with the edges of the primaries white. Distinctive 
among the nuthatches, is a loud piping call and constant 
chattering as they forage in the upper branches of 
Ponderosa Pines. As a matter of fact, you are as likely to 
hear them first as you are to observe them. 
 
Pygmy Nuthatches feed almost exclusively in pine trees 
where they explore the whole tree for food. They travel 
and feed in loud, frenetic flocks crisscrossing the trunk 
to cover the tops, bottoms, and tips of branches using 
their bill to probe under and flake away bark in search 
of insects. They also glean insects from needle clusters 
and pine cones. For the most part, they seek out static 
prey, but on occasion, will hawk an insect. Pygmy 
nuthatches consume beetles, ants, wasps, true bugs, 
and caterpillars. They also eat pine seeds. Unlike 
woodpeckers and creepers that use their tail to brace 
themselves on a tree trunk, nuthatches place one foot 

in front of the other using one foot to cling to the bark 
while the other foot provides the brace. This enables 
them to move up and down the tree trunk in search of 
food items. In winter they will feed in large flocks of 
related individuals and mixed species flocks. 
 
This species is one of only a few cooperatively breeding 
passerines in North America. Almost half of all breeding 
pairs have one to three helpers to aid in the 
reproductive effort. The helpers are male progeny or 
relatives that usually stay with the adults and help for 
one year. Pygmy Nuthatches either excavate their own 
nesting cavity or use abandoned woodpecker cavities. 
Dead snags on living or dead trees are necessary for 
excavation sites. The male and female pair shares 
excavation of the nest site equally. Sometimes the 
helpers will do some of the excavation. A nest cup is 
built of bark shreds, fine moss, plant down, fur, and 
other soft fibrous materials often including feathers. 
Eggs are laid in May, incubation occurring between mid 
to late May, and hatchlings between mid-May to the 
middle of June. The average clutch size is seven eggs. 
One egg is laid each morning with incubation delayed 
until the last egg has been laid. The incubation period in 
Montana is 14.5-15 days. Females incubate the eggs but 
males and helpers roost overnight in the nest cavity. 
Males bring food to the female during incubation and 
help feed the young during development. Breeding 
pairs with helpers don’t feed their young with greater 
frequency than pairs without helpers, but the helpers 
cut the high cost of feeding the young by decreasing the 
number of feeding forays the parents have to make. 
Breeding pairs with helpers successfully fledge more 
offspring than pairs without helpers and nest failure 
occurs more often in pairs without helpers. 
 
Pygmy Nuthatches are one of our year round residents 
that have adapted to our often harsh winters. They are 
capable of controlled hypothermia and will communally 
roost in stacks of six, eight, and ten in protective roost 
sites. While they are extremely well adapted to their 
environment, the health of their populations is directly 
tied to healthy Ponderosa Pine forest. Degradation of 
their habitat is the number one concern. Idaho, 
Wyoming, and Colorado list the Pygmy Nuthatch as a 
species of special concern based on its status as an 
indicator species for the health of Ponderosa Pine 
forests. Snag management and retention are important 
factors to consider in helping preserve this species. 
Observing Pygmy Nuthatches is just plain fun. I hope 
you’ll take some time to seek them out. 
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COUNT ME IN !! 
 
 
In order to provide a successful bird festival next June 
for our attendees, our community, and our Audubon 
Chapter, we are asking each member to do one of three 
things. 
 
Can you volunteer just one hour in either helping to 
plan the festival or work during the festival? We need 
people to help with the registration on Friday, 
volunteers to help with the silent auction--- either with 
setting it up, or on Saturday night to validate the 
auction bids, and helpers as ambassadors to provide 
information on activities and field trips. With regard to 
the planning, we need help in responding to email 
questions about the festival, about ride-sharing or 
carpooling, and the pre and post festival activities. 
 
Can you make one contact to a business person you 
know about his or her willingness to participate in the 
silent auction by providing an item or even making a 
small cash donation? The business name would be 
listed on the auction sheet or the donors list. 
 
Are you willing to do more? We need two people to 
manage the silent auction. Also we need a couple of 
people to manage the volunteers. Plus, we need three 
teams of two people to call on businesses and agencies 
that have been sponsors of Audubon festivals in the 
past to do the same for this one. Then if you can donate 
5 or 6 hours, we need liaisons to help with the art show, 
the optics display, and the backyard habitat program. 
 
Thanks to all of you who have already signed up. For the 
new volunteers please contact Rose at 721-0779 or 
rleach-2@bresnan.net  

Audubon Adventures 2015-16 
By Barbara Ross 
 
After going totally digital last year, Audubon 
Adventures, the children’s educational program, is 
reinstating paper classroom kits for the 2015-2016 
school year.   As in previous years, each kits is $45.95 
(including shipping) per class.  The contents include 32 
student newspapers on ACTION FOR PLANET EARTH in 3 
editions.  Topics are:  
 

 “At Home in a Habitat”  

 “Caretaking Our World’s Water” 

 “Power from Our Planet” 
 
Missoula teachers of grades 3-5 were polled as to 
whether they wanted the ‘hard’ copies or online 
access.  Nine teachers from the following schools have 
requested paper copies: Bonner, Chief Charlo, 
Hawthorn, Lewis & Clark, Lowell, Paxson, St. Joseph and 
Sussex elementary schools.  FVAS has ordered these to 
be provided free for these classes.  All the other 
approximately 20 remaining teachers of grades 3-5 from 
last year can access most of the materials online at: 
http://www.audubonadventures.org  
 
Many previous years’ student newsletters, puzzles, 
games and teachers guides are also available free on 
this website.  
 
The Walmart grant of $1000 to fund this project will not 
be forthcoming this year.  We were informed by the 
Mullan Rd. Walmart manager who handles these, that 
their Community Grant budget has been cut way back 
and that they won’t be able to grant our application for 
AUDUBON ADVENTURES.  
 
The Chapter is seeking a volunteer to help enroll area 
teachers.  If interested, please contact a board 
member.  

The Chapter is again offering Audubon 
Adventures–a teaching guide geared to 3rd-8th 
graders–for area schools.  So far, 14 classes have 
signed up, which is fewer than our average of 29.  If 
you would like to be involved in reaching area 
teachers for this program, please contact Rose 
Leach or Larry Weeks.  The instructional materials 
can be obtained as either paper or electronic 
format.  For more information, please visit  
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/audubon-
adventures 
 
 

mailto:rleach-2@bresnan.net
http://www.audubonadventures.org/
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/audubon-adventures
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/audubon-adventures
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Highlights of Montana Audubon’s  
September 2015 Board Meeting  
By Steve Hoffman 

 

 MT Audubon’s By-Laws were amended, primarily 
to establish term limits for at-large BOD 
members.  At-large BOD members are elected for 
3-year terms; one year off is necessary after 
serving three successive terms. 

 MT Audubon’s President 
(Fred Weisbecker), 
Secretary (Cary Lund) and 
Treasurer (Ron Farmer) 
were each re-elected for 
two-year terms.  Vice-
President Lou Ann Harris 
has resigned (hence the 
VP position is now 
vacant).  The BOD expressed great appreciation to 
Lou Ann for her exemplary service to MT 
Audubon during the past 6+ years! 

 At-large BOD members Harriet Marble, Bob 
Martinka, Peter Norlander, Donald Seibert & Judy 
Tureck were re-elected.  Heidi Youmans has 
resigned after serving for 3 years. The BOD wishes 
to thank Heidi for her outstanding service! 

 The proposed budget for MT Audubon’s 
upcoming fiscal year (beginning October 1 & 
ending September 30, 2016) was passed 
unanimously by the BOD. Projected expenses for 
the 12-month period are $1.03 million; 
anticipated revenues are $1.05 million.  

 MT Audubon staff summarized significant 
accomplishments during the past 12 months in 
relation to MT Audubon’s BOD-approved 5-year 
strategic plan; program plans for the coming year 
were also highlighted. 

 Interim Center Director Rachel Van Wingen 
announced the hiring of a new Director for the 
Montana Audubon Center in Billings. The 
incumbent will begin work on December 1st. 

 MT Audubon has begun working closely with the 
Five Valleys and Bitterroot chapters to plan the 
2016 Bird Festival in Missoula; possible locations 
for the 2017 Bird Festival were discussed – Billings 
and Great Falls are options to be considered. 

 Two outstanding prospects for the MT Audubon 
BOD were in attendance: Bernie McHugh (from 
Jackson, WY) and Lana Batts (Lakeside, MT). 

 

 

2015 Birdathon results 
 
 
During June, Five Valleys Audubon again had two 
Birdathon teams that tallied birds to raise funds for 
Chapter activities such as habitat conservation, 
scholarship awards in ecology or wildlife conservation, 
and education programs for area schools.  The Coffee 
Swallows found 131 bird species and raised $3,238, with 
a few pledges yet outstanding.  The Chit Chats found 
175 bird species and raised $5,875, again with a few 
pledges yet to be paid.  Thank you for contributing to 
the success of this program—our signature fundraiser 
for the year.   
 
Anyone can participate in a Birdathon—from a big day, 
to a big sit, or just birding during a lunch break.  It 
simply requires you to find pledges or other support for 
your birding efforts that occur during one 24-hour 
period of birding.  A nice summary of Birdathon Rules 
can be found at the Sacajawea Audubon website:  
http://sacajaweaaudubon.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/05/Sacajawea-Audubon-
Birdathon-2015.pdf.  If you would like to form a team or 
contribute individually, please contact Larry Weeks, 
Rose Leach, or Jim Brown (contact information on the 
back of this newsletter).   
 

Montana Audubon Wildlife Grants  
Apply Today! 
 
Are you working on a project benefiting nongame 
wildlife? Montana Audubon is offering small grants 
($500 maximum/$1,600 total) for wildlife research and 
education projects through our Audubon Wildlife Fund 
of Montana endowment. Funds can be used for 
mileage, equipment, printing, and communications (but 
not salaries, stipends, and personal equipment). 
  
To apply for a grant, 
visit http://mtaudubon.org/about/wildlife-grants/. 
Applications must be emailed 
(preferred) or postmarked by 
Friday, December 11, 2015. Grant 
recipients will be announced by 
February 1, 2016. For more 
information, contact Janet Ellis 

at jellis@mtaudubon.org. 

http://sacajaweaaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Sacajawea-Audubon-Birdathon-2015.pdf
http://sacajaweaaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Sacajawea-Audubon-Birdathon-2015.pdf
http://sacajaweaaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Sacajawea-Audubon-Birdathon-2015.pdf
http://mtaudubon.org/about/wildlife-grants/
mailto:jellis@mtaudubon.org
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Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 
participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:        
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
 
  ___ $15 is enclosed for Chapter-only membership 
 
  __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      
  included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 
and mail to:   Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

Join National Audubon Society 
& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 
and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 
the Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:         
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
  
__  $20 for a 1-year individual or family membership  

 C3Z N53 0Z 
Please make check payable to National Audubon Society:    
       National Audubon Society, Inc. 
                                      225 Varick Street, 7th Floor 
                                      New York, NY 10014 
                                      Attn: Chance Mueleck  
 

Would You Like to Contribute to Our Newsletter? 
 

The Five Valleys Audubon Society welcomes you to submit articles, announcements and photos for the Birding 
Observer. Articles can focus on any topic that you think would interest Auduboners, such as birds, optics, 
environmental conservation, local events, nature travel, natural history/science, etc. Articles should not exceed 
650 words. Please send your submissions to the editor, Beverly, at orthbev@hotmail.com.  

Red-billed Pigeon 

Laredo Birding Festival 2016  
 
We cordially invite the members of the Five Valleys Audubon Society to attend the 
2016 Laredo Birding Festival, scheduled for February 3-6, 2016.  Laredo has a rich 
and diverse river ecosystem that is home to hundreds of migratory birds and local 
species, such as the White-collared Seedeater, Scaled Quail, Green Parakeet, and 
Red-billed Pigeon.  Field trips will be led by professional guides to river fronts, creek 
systems, nature trails, and scenic ranch land.  We will continue to offer festival 
favorites, “Bird ‘til You Drop” and “Floating Under Flyways”.  
 
For more information and details on the 2016 event, visit us online at 
www.laredobirdingfestival.com. 
 
Should you have any questions, please call us at (956) 718-1063 or email us at 
laredobirdingfestival@rgisc.org.  

        

http://www.laredobirdingfestival.com/
mailto:laredobirdingfestival@rgisc.org
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Membership Promotion Jerry Dirnberger 360-5133 dirnberger@aol.com  
Program Carolyn Goren 544-1060 carolyngoren@gmail.com  
Conservation Advocacy   Vacant   
Habitat Protection Jim Brown 549-8052 brownjs2@bresnan.net  
Field Activities  Terry Toppins 214-1194 tertop@aol.com  
Publicity Poody McLaughlin 543-4860 pmcregan@bresnan.net  
Education Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com  
PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel 273-6880 biograf@earthlink.net    
University Liaison Winsor Lowe 243-6364 
Newsletter Editor Bev Orth Geoghegan  406-750-0149 orthbev@hotmail.com  
Newsletter Circulation Hedwig Vogel-Wright  549-7251 
Web Site Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com   
Archivist Shirley Holden   
Audubon Adventures Barbara Ross 552-0500 bjmross@gmail.com   
Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com  
Past President Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com   
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Frances Boyens, Education Director  
education@mtaudubon.org 
 
Amy Seaman, Bird Conservation Associate 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Trinity Pierce, Land Stewardship Coordinator 
restoration@mtaudubon.org  
 
Fred Weisbecker, Board President  
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