November 2018

Birding Observer

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Calendar of Events

The Nocturnal Soundscape in Western Montana

e Saturday, November 3", All-day trip to the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet at 8:50am in the northwest
corner of the Adams Center parking lot.

e Monday, November 5", 6:45-8:45pm: The FVAS
Board meeting will take place in the small room at
the Missoula Public Library.

e Monday, November 12“’, 7:00pm: Join us for the
November program meeting to hear Kate Stone
and Debbie Leick from the MPG Ranch will tell us
about their research into vocalizations of nighttime
migrators. Their presentation will take place in
Room 123 of the Gallagher Business Building on
the UM campus.

e Thursday, November 15™: The deadline for the
December edition of the Birding Observer.

e Saturday, November 17™: Bird walk at the Lee
Metcalf NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field trip
leader at the Refuge Visitor's Center. Please note
that the Visitor's Center is not open on weekends,
so no restrooms are available.

e Sunday, December 2nd:
All-day field trip to the
Mission Valley. Meet in
the northwest corner of
the Adams Center parking
lot at 7:50 am or at the
Cenex Gas Station in
Ronan at 9:00 am.

e Saturday, December 15™:
Christmas Bird Count. See
article on page 3, for
details.

Audubon Friends
Please vote “Yes” on November 6"
for the Open Space Bond.

Darkness hides species on the landscape, but
vocalizations illuminate their presence. In this
nocturnal soundscape, owls hoot, nighthawks boom,
bats echolocate, and insects buzz. Millions of birds
migrate at night, many emitting nocturnal flights calls
(NFCs) that can be recorded and identified by species.
On November 12th, Kate Stone and Debbie Leick from
the MPG Ranch will tell us about their research into
these vocalizations in their talk entitled llluminating
the Nocturnal Soundscape in Western Montana.

In 2012, Kate and Debbie began recording NFCs of
migratory birds at three sites on the MPG Ranch in
Florence. By the summer of 2018, they expanded to
over 50 sites throughout the Bitterroot Valley. They
have collected terrabytes of data that is helping them
document the “who, where, and why” of songbird
migration in western Montana. In their presentation,
they will share some of the unusual detections, the
migration patterns they have documented, and how
such data contributes to bird conservation. They will
also discuss efforts to share acoustic monitoring
techniques and software with citizen scientists and
other volunteers. A longer-term goal of this project is
to develop a network of acoustic monitoring stations
across Montana, building a collaboration between
private individuals, non-profits, and managing
agencies. They will also share how several Audubon
chapters, including Five Valleys Audubon, are working
with them to learn more about avian migration and
apply this information towards conservation outcomes.

Kate and Debbie are Ecologists at the MPG Ranch. They
recently formed the non-profit Project Night Flight to
facilitate a regional study of birds and other flying
migrants at night. Come hear about their exciting
research on November 12th, at 7pm in Room 123 of the
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.



Peeps from the Board: Why Bird?
By Jean Duncan

A few of us on an early summer birding trip stopped to
lunch under the welcome shade of a tree when we saw a
couple of Calliope Hummingbirds dipping and rising in
display. My spirit soared with them! A soaring spirit is one

of the primary reasons | bird.
o

But the human mind
is not content to let
the heart rule. We
want reasons. We
want to identify,
quantify, record. We
want to know ‘why’
to justify our /L >'
pleasurable past time. :
We engage our rational minds and ask, “Why do birds
matter?” Our food supply depends on birds to control
insects; they pollinate plants; carrion feasting birds
quickly recycle nutrients back to the earth, heading off a
slow odiferous decay; and their innate genius, evolved
over millennia, has lead us to advances in technology, to
name a few good reasons. They are an intricate part of
the web of life. That they inspire us to care about their
existence has us working to conserve their habitat.

We are increasingly disconnected from nature with our
warm homes, cars, packaged food, etc. It's given us a
false sense of security and an attitude that we are
superior to nature. A society unaware of its dependence
on the rest of life has little to stop its self-centered
overconsumption until it comes face to face with its
consequences.

Birds connect us to the earth and drive us to take care of
their environment which happens to be ours! The fragile
but enduring balance of nature depends on the earth’s
rhythms that are now, with human interference,
changing faster than our wild neighbors can adjust.

We all can make a difference to help these precious little
creatures.

e  Share the joy of birding (the carrot approach?) to
engage our friends and neighbors to connect to
our environment.

e  Support organizations and the folks who are
working to preserve wildlands around our cities
that are already homes for wildlife or are turning
urban parks into habitats.

. Provide mini habitats in our yards and parks to
connect corridors of habitat necessary for
migratory species between natural and larger

protected areas. The National Wildlife Federation
(www.nwf.org) describes wildlife gardens as
consisting of:

o Food: Native plants provide nectar, seeds,
nuts, fruits, berries, foliage, pollen, and insects
eaten by an exciting variety of wildlife.
Feeders can supplement natural food sources.
The National Audubon Society has a list of
native plants for many areas of the country.
https://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds

o Water: All animals need water to survive and
some need it for bathing or breeding as well.

o Cover: Wildlife need places to find shelter
from bad weather and places to hide from
predators or stalk prey.

o Places to Raise Young: Wildlife need resources
to reproduce and keep their species going.
Some species have different habitat needs in
their juvenile phase than they do as adults.

o If we have food gardens, manage them without
harmful chemicals and practices. Our gardens can
supply our wild neighbors with blossoms and
seeds by letting some of our plants go to seed.

A “chick-a-dee-dee-dee” comes from the top of a maple
tree just outside my second story window. His head is
wagging back and forth, as he surveys the territory, acting
as sentinel in charge while others are feeding. A common
occurrence, but it makes me aware of how this species
watches out for each other and wish we as humans could
adopt this practice more often. Oh, to be as birds in a
flock as they wheel and turn without leadership but move
as one, acutely aware of their neighbors and the spacing
needed to fly in sync. We have a lot to learn from them.

Why bird? To experience the joy of watching the beauty
and antics of birds. May they always energize us to
preserve our planet.

“Not yet. Don’t fly off until the moment
they raise their binoculars.”



http://www.nwf.org/

Field Trip Summaries
By Larry Weeks

Saturday, October 6th:
Five people visited Rogers
Pass to watch Rob
Domenech catch Golden
Eagles. However, the
weather was so bad that
Rob never set up. As a
result, the field trip was rescheduled for Sunday, October
14th. The capture site was covered with 6 — 8 inches of
snow which required considerable snow removal of the
bow nets and lines. After the low clouds moved out, it
was a nice day but cold. They actually had a decent
Golden Eagle flight with about 25 birds while we were at
the blind. Three birds made a pass at the lure pigeon and
one landed on the pigeon. However, the bow net
malfunctioned and the eagle escaped. Failure to check
the bow net operation following snow removal got the
blame. Only 3 people made the trip on October 14th.

Audubon Adventures Update
By Larry Weeks

Four of the teachers that had
been receiving Audubon
Adventures (AA) retired and

:ulwnl res

a fifth one joined the
Montana Natural History
Center. Consequently, the
Chapter decided to scale

back on offering AA kits for
the current year. When |
contacted the teachers, one Hooray for Hummingbirds!
didn't utilize last year's kit, and it can be used for the
current year. Another decided to switch to the electronic
version. As a result, | only ordered 3 AA kits for the
current year; James Quigley, 3rd grade teacher at Target
Range, Kelli Maheny, 3rd grade teacher at St. Joseph, and
Lesa Homer, 4th grade teacher at Bonner. AA is an
environmental program for students in grades 3 — 6 that
present scientifically accurate facts about birds, wildlife,
their habitats, and the interplay of forces that affect all
living things.

““Audubon

For young nature-lovers at school or at home

M

2018 Missoula Christmas Bird Count
By Larry Weeks

The Missoula Christmas
Bird Count (CBC) will be
held on Saturday,
December 15, 2018.
The Count area is circle
with a 7.5 mile radius
which is centered at the
intersection of Reserve
St. and I-90. The area
within the circle will be
covered by small
groups and individuals.
These areas will be assigned ahead of the Count day. You
can participate by joining a group in the field or by being
a feeder watcher. If you would like to take part in the
Count, contact Larry Weeks at 549-5632 (540-3064 cell)
or bwsgenea@gmail.com. Larry will provide different
field options for you to choose from or instructions on
how to tabulate your bird sightings at a feeder. We also
tabulate unusual birds not seen on Count day that are
seen during Count week. Count week includes the 3 days
before and 3 days after Count day. The Count day will
end with a potluck dinner that will be held at the home of
Larry Weeks, 2428 West Kent which is near Rosauers.
Potluck guests are welcome to arrive at 6:00 pm. Dinner
will commence at 6:30 pm. Please bring your favorite
potluck offering, or A — L, bring a salad or dessert, and M
— Z, a hot dish. After the potluck, we will tabulate the
results of the field Count.

Montana eBird

Montana Audubon recently launched its Montana
eBird portal during their 19th annual Wings Across
the Big Sky bird festival in Kalispell. On this
webpage you can find a great deal of Montana-
specific bird information on species, recent
checklists and links to data collected by other
eBirders across the state.

In addition, photos from local birders, sightings of
uncommon or rare birds and Montana Audubon’s

news feed can easily be accessed there.

Visit https://ebird.org/mt/home today!



https://ebird.org/mt/home

History of the Christmas Bird Count
How the count started, and how the data is used today.
Reprinted from www.audubon.org

Prior to the turn of the 20th century, hunters engaged in
a holiday tradition known as the Christmas "Side Hunt."
They would choose sides and go afield with their guns—
whoever brought in the biggest pile of feathered (and
furred) quarry won.

Conservation was in its beginning
stages in that era, and many
observers and scientists were
‘Og becoming concerned about declining
bird populations. Beginning on
Christmas Day 1900, ornithologist Frank M. Chapman, an
early officer in the then-nascent Audubon Society,
proposed a new holiday tradition—a "Christmas Bird

Census" that would count birds during the holidays rather
than hunt them.

So began the Christmas Bird Count. Thanks to the
inspiration of Chapman and the enthusiasm of 27
dedicated birders, 25 Christmas Bird Counts were held
that day. The locations ranged from Toronto, Ontario to
Pacific Grove, California with most counts in or near the
population centers of northeastern North America. Those
original 27 Christmas Bird Counters tallied around 90
species on all the counts combined.

CBC in the Modern Era

Each November, birders interesting in participating in the
CBC can sign-up and join in through the Audubon
website. From December 14 through January 5 each year
tens of thousands of volunteers throughout the Americas
brave snow, wind, or rain, and take part in the effort.
Audubon and other organizations use data collected in
this long-running wildlife census to assess the health of
bird populations, and to help guide conservation action.

Christmas Bird Count

December 14 — January 5

Audubon

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

How the Christmas Bird Count Helps Protect Species and
Their Habitat

The data collected by observers over the past century
allow Audubon researchers, conservation biologists,
wildlife agencies and other interested individuals to study
the long-term health and status of bird populations
across North America. When combined with other
surveys such as the Breeding Bird Survey, it provides a
picture of how the continent's bird populations have
changed in time and space over the past hundred years.

The long term perspective is vital for conservationists. It
informs strategies to protect birds and their habitat, and
helps identify environmental issues with implications for

people as well.

What conservationists have learned ﬂ

through Christmas Bird Count data: OO§
D

e Audubon’s 2014 Climate Change Report is a
comprehensive, first-of-its kind study that
predicts how climate change could affect the
ranges of 588 North American birds. Of the 588
North American bird species Audubon studied,
more than half are likely to be in trouble. Our
models indicate that 314 species will lose more
than 50% of their current climatic range by 2080.

e The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
included Audubon's climate change work from
CBC data as one of 26 indicators of climate
change in their 2012 report.

e In 2009 CBC data were instrumental in the
collaborative report by the North American Bird
Conservation Initiative, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service - State of the Birds 2009.

e In 2007, CBC data were instrumental in the
development of Audubon’s Common Birds in
Decline Report, which revealed that some of
America's most beloved and familiar birds have
taken a nosedive over the past forty years.



http://www.audubon.org/

Thanks & Welcome to Our Newest Members:

Robert A. Anderson Torian Donohoe

Pam Gardiner Khoury Family

Scott Moore Deborah Parker-Chapman
Helen Seiver Waletzko Family

The Five Valleys Audubon Society would like to thank those of you who renewed your membership this
past month. We generally encourage our members to receive your newsletter via email (to conserve
resources and our expenses), which is the default mailing option if provided by new members. If you want to
change how your newsletter is delivered or have any changes to your mailing preferences, please contact the
Membership Chair, Poody MclLaughlin, at pmcregan@bresnan.net.

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application
Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.

FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join

S $15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. S Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird
habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.

S $25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution

S General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips, Volunteer - Please contact me. | would like to know
education and outreach. more about how | may help birds and FVAS.

Name: Phone:

City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time
credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
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2017-2020
2017-2020
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Larry Berrin, Executive Director
Iberrin@mtaudubon.org

David Cronenwett, Development Specialist
david@mtaudubon.org

Janet Ellis, Senior Director of Policy
jellis@mtaudubon.org

Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist
cerickson@mtaudubon.org

Norane Freistadt, Finance Director
norane@mtaudubon.org

Janet Johnston, Office Manager

info@mtaudubon.org

Amy Seaman, Conservation Program
Manager
aseaman@mtaudubon.org

Carolyn Sevier, Center Director
csevier@mtaudubon.org

Rachel Van Wingen, Board President
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