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November 2019 

              Birding Observer 

     

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 
 
Calendar of Events 
 

 Saturday, November 2nd: All-day field trip to the 
Lee Metcalf NWR.  Meet at 8:50 am in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center parking lot.  
This field trip will involve about 2 miles of hiking on 
fairly level trails.  Dress in layers.  No bathrooms are 
available at the Visitor’s Center, but there are 
outhouses available at the wildlife viewing area.   

 Monday, November 4th, 6:45-8:45pm: The FVAS 
board meeting will be held in the Large Meeting 
room of the Missoula Public Library.  

 Monday, November 11th, 7pm: Bob Gentry will 
present on Habitat Loss and Neotropical birds at 
our November meeting, in room 123 of the 
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.   

 Friday, November 15th: The deadline for the 
December 2019 edition of the Birding Observer.     

 Saturday, November 16th: Beginning bird walk at 
the Lee Metcalf NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet 
field trip leader at the Refuge Visitor's Center. 
Please note that the Visitor's Center is not open on 
weekends, but there is an outhouse available at the 
Wildlife Viewing Area.  

 Sunday, December 8th: All-day field trip to the 
Mission Valley to look for wintering raptors.  Meet 
in the northwest corner of the Adams Center 
parking lot at 7:50am or at the Cenex Gas Station in 
Ronan at 9:00am. This is a mostly driving field trip 
with frequent stops to look at birds. We will spend 
much time outside of the car, so you need to be 
prepared for cold temperatures, wind, and snow or 
rain. Also, bring a lunch and water. We generally 
make a restroom stop about mid-day, but times 
vary depending on the birding.  
Although not required, feel free 
to offer your driver gas money. 

 Saturday, December 14th: 
Christmas Bird Count. Please 
see the write-up on page 3.  

 

Impacts of Forest Fragmentation and  
Habitat Loss on Neotropical Birds   
 
Please join us on November 11th to hear Bob Gentry 
present: “Impacts of forest fragmentation and habitat 
loss on the ovenbird and other neotropical migrants and 
resident birds.” 
 
Mr. Gentry will discuss the importance of maintaining 
avian biodiversity and genetic resilience through the 
preservation of important and sensitive habitat in the US 
and abroad. Birds are important indicator species.  The 
study of impacts of human activity on birds provides 
essential data.  Mr. Gentry will summarize his graduate 
school research and provide an update. Climate change is 
exacerbating the perils faced by our birds. Efforts to 
preserve sensitive habitats are even more important.  He 
will also include a brief discussion of legal mechanisms by 
which federal and state decisions may be examined and 
challenged if necessary based on the environmental 
impacts of those decisions. 
 
Mr. Gentry has a BA in biology/ecology from Hendrix 
College, an MA in ecology from the University of 
Missouri, and a Masters in Environmental Law and JD 
from Vermont Law School. In graduate school his 
research focused on the impacts of habitat destruction 
and fragmentation on neotropical migrants, specifically 
the Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus).  In law school, he 
studied environmental law. Mr. Gentry moved to 
Montana in 1996 to join the state Natural Resource 
Damage Program to litigate the state’s natural resource 
damages claims under CERCLA, and around 2009, he 
opened a private practice, where he focuses on 
environmental and immigration issues. 

 
The meeting will be held on Monday, 
November 11th at 7pm in Room 123 of 
the Gallagher Business Building on the 
University of Montana campus. 
  



2 
 

Peeps from the Board: How Rare is that Bird? 
By Rose Leach  
 
 
The gravel pit ponds and Sleven’s Island area of Missoula 
(adjacent and south of Fort Missoula), recently hosted a 
Sabine’s Gull, which had not been reported in the 
Missoula area for several years.   If you wanted to find 
out how rare or expected this species is, the best way 
would be to look in the recent reference book Birds of 
Montana (Marks et al. 2016), where I learned that this 
dainty gull is an uncommon but regular fall migrant state-
wide.  It generally uses medium- to large-sized water 
bodies rather than landfills, perhaps staying for a few 
days before moving on.  I also learned that most records 
occur during September and October, and often these 
were immature birds, although a few spring records of 
adults exist.   I have seen the species more often east of 
the Divide and during the fall, but that may be because 
their habitat is more widespread there, and until 
recently, more regularly birded than the few ponds 
available in the Missoula valley.   
 
A quick check of the Bonham and Cooper pamphlet on 
bird distribution in west-central Montana is available on 
our website:  http://fvaudubon.org/wp-
content/uploads/Birds%20of%20West-
central%20Montana.pdf. It provides helpful information 
on the likelihood of finding a species in our area, as well 
as an eBird query of sightings throughout the state (and 
continent).  But because not all historical records are in 
eBird, it is not as complete a picture for understanding 
bird distribution and changes over time as is Birds of 
Montana. 

 

A similar situation occurred this summer at the Montana 
Audubon Bird Festival, when a Summer Tanager was 
found on one of the scheduled field trips.  If I wanted to 
know if it was a vagrant (fewer than nine  records), and 
my reference book was not available to me, I could visit 
the Montana Bird Advocacy website 
(https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/), where I would 
find a list of vagrants and the number of records for each 
(https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/vagrants).   
Summer Tanager was (until this summer) indeed a 
vagrant, with seven accepted records listed in Birds of 
Montana, and five more since publication—three of 
which were from 2019.  In fact, several of our Chapter 
members were able to see this species in Great Falls, 
because we were in 
the area during our 
Freezout-Benton 
Lake weekend field 
trip.  It pays off to 
check your local 
birding Facebook 
pages regularly and 
bird with us!   
 
If you want to know if a species is scarce enough to merit 
a rare bird report for the record to be accepted (such as 
the Summer Tanager we saw in Great Falls), look at the 
Montana Bird Advocacy website: 
https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/review-list.   
Here you will find a list of these species (103 now), a Rare 
Bird Report Form, and information on how to submit your 
record.  Each report is numbered by year, to keep track of 
the many reports received over time.  Indeed, the record 
of the Summer Tanager we saw—MBRC # 2019-015—was 
accepted at the annual meeting of the Montana Birds 
Records Committee (11 Oct 2019).   
 
Some of the rare species have exception areas where no 
report is needed, such as fall records of Anna’s 
Hummingbirds that occur regularly in western Montana, 
or migration records for Gray-cheeked Thrush in the 
Westby area.  If you are really curious about rare bird 
sightings in our state, you can find minutes and annual 
reports for the Montana Bird Records Committee, also 
housed on the Montana Bird Advocacy website 
(https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/about-mbrc).    
 
Next time you see a bird that is new to you in Montana, 
you now have the tools to evaluate its occurrence and 
status.  Happy birding during our fall migration season! 
 

  

Sabine’s Gull 
Photo by Thomas Kallmeyer 

http://fvaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/Birds%20of%20West-central%20Montana.pdf
http://fvaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/Birds%20of%20West-central%20Montana.pdf
http://fvaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/Birds%20of%20West-central%20Montana.pdf
https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/
https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/vagrants
https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/review-list
https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/about-mbrc
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Field Trip Summary 
By Larry Weeks 
 
Saturday, September 24th:  Each fall we do a field trip to 
Pablo Reservoir and surrounding areas to look for late 
migrating shorebirds.  On a scouting trip the previous 
day, Rose Leach and I saw a Great Egret at the Ninepipes 
Reservoir.  So I asked people to look for the egret as we 
drove past Ninepipes.  The egret was seen by several 
people on the right side of the road.  So after a pit stop at 
the Cenex in Ronan, we drove back to the Ninepipes 
Lodge and walked south along highway 93.  We flushed 
the egret which flew around and eventually landed on a 
snag along with four Great Blue Herons.  Everyone was 
able to get a scope view.   
 
We then drove to the dike at the Pablo Reservoir.  As the 
reservoir is drawn down for irrigation water, it exposes 
generous mud flats, which attracts the shorebirds.  From 
the dike, we were able to find a Long-billed Curlew, 
Western and Baird's Sandpipers and Killdeer.  Then we 
walked out onto the mud flats to get closer to other 
birds.  A Peregrine Falcon was perched on a rock which 
normally means that the shorebirds have been scared 
away.  However, it was interesting to watch two Black-
bellied Plovers walk within about ten feet of the falcon.  
Apparently the falcon is not a threat when it is perched 
on the ground.  Other shorebirds included a Greater 
Yellowlegs, Semi-palmated Plovers and a Least Sandpiper.  
There were lots of American Coots, several species of 
ducks, American White Pelicans, American Pipits, Ring-
billed Gulls, and a Common Loon.  We also saw a second 
Peregrine Falcon. 
 
We did not go to the Kicking Horse Reservoir because 
there were no shorebirds there on the scouting trip.  We 
did make a brief stop at Ninepipes but there were no 
shorebirds there despite generous mud flats.  There were 
18 people on the trip and Steve Flood recorded 42 
species.  Shorebirds that were seen on the scouting trip, 
but not on the field trip, included Sanderlings, Lesser 
Yellowlegs and a Pectoral Sandpiper.  

2019 Missoula Christmas Bird Count  
By Larry Weeks 
 
The Missoula Christmas Bird Count (CBC) will be held on 
Saturday, December 14, 2019.  The Count area is a circle 
with a 7.5 mile radius which is centered at the 
intersection of Reserve St. and I-90.  The area within the 
circle will be covered by small groups and individuals.  
These areas will be assigned ahead of the Count Day.  You 
can participate by joining a group in the field or by being 
a feeder watcher.  If you would like to take part in the 
field count, contact Larry Weeks at 549-5632 (540-3064 
cell) or bwsgenea@gmail.com.  Larry will provide 
different options for you to choose from or instructions 
on how to tabulate your bird sightings at a feeder.  We 
also tally unusual birds not seen on Count Day that are 
seen during Count Week.  Count week includes the three 
days before and three days after Count Day.  
 
The Count day will end with a potluck 
dinner at the home of Larry Weeks, 
2428 West Kent, which is near 
Rosauers. Potluck guests are 
welcome to arrive at 6:00 PM.  
Dinner will commence at 6:30 
PM.  Please bring your favorite 
potluck offering, or A-L, bring a 
salad or dessert, and M-Z, a 
hot dish. After the potluck, 
we will tabulate the 
results of the field Count. 
                                
Audubon Adventures  
By Larry Weeks 
 
Audubon Adventures is an environmental program for 
children in grades 3 – 6 which presents basic, scientifically 
accurate facts about birds, wildlife and their habitat.  Five 
Valleys Audubon has purchased paper Audubon 
Adventures kits for three teachers; James Quigley, 3rd 
grade at Target Range, Kelli Maheny, 3rd grade at St. 
Joseph, and Lesa Homer, 4th grade at Bonner.  Each kit 
includes three or four student magazines (32 printed 
copies each) on different topics and a teacher's guide.  
Each kit costs about $50. 
 
An electronic copy is available online at no cost.  Search 
AudubonAdventures.org, click on Audubon Adventures, 
scroll down and click on “Teachers... Start Here”, click on 

one of 14 topics, then 
click OPEN, and you get 
the electronic version of 
the Audubon magazine. 

  
American Coot 
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7 Simple Ways to Help Birds 
From The Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
 
 
1. Make Windows Safer, Day and Night 
Simple adjustments to your windows can save birds’ lives.  
 
2. Keep Cats Indoors 
Indoor cats live longer, healthier lives. Outdoor cats kill 
more birds than any other non-native threat. 
 
3. Reduce Lawn by Planting Native Species 
The U.S. has 63 million acres of lawn. That’s a huge 
potential for supporting wildlife. 
 
4. Avoid Pesticides 
Look for organic food choices and cut out some of the 1 
billion pounds of pesticides used in the U.S. each year. 
 
5. Drink Coffee that’s Good for Birds 
Shade-grown coffees are delicious, economically 
beneficial to farmers, and help more than 42 species of 
North American songbirds. 
 
6. Protect Our Planet From Plastics 
91% of plastics are not recycled, and they take 400 years 
to degrade. 
 
7. Watch Birds, Share What You See 
Bird watchers are one of science’s most vital sources of 
data on how the ecological world is faring.

A Yellow Cardinal Spotted in Florida 
Reprinted from MSN.com 
 
 
An exceptionally rare 
yellow northern cardinal 
with a genetic color 
mutation was spotted 
and photographed in 
Port St. Lucie. Tracy 
Workman, who teaches 
photography, first 
spotted the bird in her 
backyard on Oct. 3. Nine 
days later, Workman 
saw the bird again; this 
time, she followed it 
with her camera before 
finally capturing some photographs.   
 
Geoffrey Hill, a professor and curator of birds at Auburn 
University and an expert on bird coloration, said the bird 
in Workman's photographs is an adult male northern 
cardinal with a rare genetic mutation found in the 
species. Hill said the mutation found in the northern 
cardinal species acts as a "knockout of the redness 
pathway" in the bird's DNA, blocking the normal red 
pigment and replacing it with a vibrant yellow color. 
 
Only three yellow 
cardinal sightings 
are reported a 
year, making the 
bird's appearance 
a "one in a million" 
finding, Hill said. 
 
The mutation is analogous to albinism found in humans, 
Hill said. Like humans, all birds have DNA that is subject 
to mutations. "This phenomenon has been around 
forever, but now everybody is looking for them," Hill said. 
"This is good for habitat preservation. People are excited 
about birds for a minute."  
 
Thomas Webber, a collection manager of the Division of 
Ornithology at the Florida Museum in Gainesville, said 
the yellow cardinal makes up "well below 1%" of the 
entire cardinal population.   
 
While some female cardinals can appear yellow or ochre 
in color, a male cardinal with true yellow pigment is far 
from common, Webber said. "It's an extremely rare 
phenomenon," Webber added.  
 

Photo by Tracy Workman 
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Welcome New Members:  
 
Denise Campbell  Beverly Evans 
James Flightner  Donna Grinde 
Roger Helms   Diana Hulin 
Tate Jones   Fran McDermott 
Virginia Miller   Billy Mircle 
June Rockwood  Annette Sontag 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer 
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  
 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join 

 

 

$_______$15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. 
 
 
$_______$25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.        
 
 
$_______ General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,  
                   education and outreach. 
 
$_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 
 
 

$_______ Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird  
                   habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.  
 
$________Total contribution 
 
 
_________ Volunteer - Please contact me. I would like to know  
                     more about how I may help birds and FVAS. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS).  FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to 
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership.  All NAS members become members of FVAS.  A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.  
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization.  Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

 

 

Note to New Members 
from Poody McLaughlin, Membership Chair 

 
National Audubon provides monthly updates to the 
chapter for membership changes. Unfortunately 
National continues to correct discrepancies within 
their database. I try to stay abreast of member 
changes through National, but please contact me if 
your information is incorrect, and I will send along 
correct info to National.   
 

Five Valleys Audubon Society greatly appreciates those who renewed their membership this past month. We 

generally encourage members to receive their newsletter via email (to conserve resources and our expenses), 

which is the default mailing option if provided by new members. If you want to change how your newsletter is 

delivered or have any changes to your mailing preferences, please contact the Membership Chair, Poody 

McLaughlin, at pmcregan@bresnan.net.  

http://fvaudubon.org/join
https://action.audubon.org/donate/chapter-membership?chapter=N53
http://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:pmcregan@bresnan.net
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OFFICERS: 
President, 2018-2021 Rose Leach  721-0779 rleach-2@bresnan.net   
Vice President Vacant                         
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2018-2021  Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com 
2019-2022 Ed Monnig 549-0580 emonnig01@gmail.com 
2019-2022 Rose Stoudt 880-8060 ras120656@yahoo.com  
COMMITTEES: 
Archivist Barbara Ross  bjmross@gmail.com  
Audubon Adventures Vacant  
Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com 
Conservation Amy Cilimburg  amycili@gmail.com 
Education Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com 
Field Activities  Larry Weeks 549-5632 bwsgenea@gmail.com  
Habitat Protection Jim Brown 549-8052 brownjs2@bresnan.net  
Member Records Poody McLaughlin 543-4860 pmcregan@bresnan.net  
Member Promotion Vacant    
Newsletter Circulation Hedwig Vogel-Wright  549-7251 hedwigvw@fastmail.fm  
Newsletter Editor Bev Orth Geoghegan  750-0149 orthbev@hotmail.com  
PL Wright Endowment Bill Gabriel 273-6880 biograf@earthlink.net 
Program Susie Wall  274-0548 susiewall2@gmail.com  
Publicity Cathy Nolan  canolan4@outlook.com    
Social Media  Thomas Kallmeyer  thomaskallmeyer@yahoo.com  
University Liaison Chad Bishop 243-4374  
Web Site Pat Little 493-7115 roughleg@gmail.com     
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Larry Berrin, Executive Director 
lberrin@mtaudubon.org 
 
David Cronenwett, Development Specialist 
david@mtaudubon.org  
 
Heather Bilden, Community Programs Lead     
hbilden@mtaudubon.org     
 
Cathie Erickson, Accounting Specialist 
cerickson@mtaudubon.org  
 
Norane Freistadt, Finance Director 
norane@mtaudubon.org           
 
Janet Johnston, Office Manager 
info@mtaudubon.org  
 
Amy Seaman, Conservation Program 
Manager 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Carolyn Sevier, MA Center Director 
csevier@mtaudubon.org 
 
Rachel Van Wingen, Board President  
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