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Calendar of Events 
 
 

 Saturday, October 3, 2015:  Five-hour field trip to 
the old Smurfit-Stone Plant to look for late 
migrating shorebirds and early winter arrivals.  
Meet in the northwest corner of the Adams Center 
parking lot at 8:30am or at the intersection of 
Mullan Road and Pulp Mill Road at 9:00am. 

 Monday, October 5th, 6:45pm: The October board 
meeting will be held at the Missoula Public Library 
from 6:45pm-8:45pm. 

 Saturday, October 10th: All-day field trip to Rob 
Domenech's golden eagle banding sites, west of 
Lincoln. RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. The trip will 
involve steep 2-mile hikes to reach the banding 
stations. The trip will be limited to 9 people; 6 will 
go to the Nora Ridge site and 3 will go to the 
Roger's Pass site. Participants will meet in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center parking lot 
at 6:00am. For more information and to make a 
reservation, call Larry Weeks at 549-5632 or 540-
3064. 

 Monday, October 12th, 7:30pm:  Robert Niese, a 
third year Ph.D. student at UM, will discuss the non-
vocal ways that birds communicate at our October 
program meeting. The meeting will be held in UM’s 
Gallagher Business Building, room L14. 

 Thursday, October 15th: Submission deadline for 
the November edition of the 
Birding Observer.  

 Saturday, October 19th: Bird walk 
at Lee Metcalf NWR from 
10:00am-Noon. Meet the field trip 
leader at the Refuge Visitor’s 
Center.  

 Saturday, November 7th: Half-day 
field trip at Maclay Flat.  Meet in 
the Maclay Flat parking lot at 9:00 
am. 

 
 

Whistling Wings & Chirping Tails:  
Birds’ Non-vocal Songs 
 
During last month’s program meeting, we learned about 
new findings in vocal communication among birds. At 
our October meeting on the 12th, we’ll learn about 
non-vocal bird sounds used for communication. Birds 
are famous for their astounding vocal abilities, but 
Darwin pointed out in 1871 that many species also 
possess the curious ability to sing using their feathers. 
These species are around us all the time, but only the 
most avid birders will notice these unique behaviors. 
From dancing manakins in Central America to diving 
hummingbirds in your own backyard -- researchers are 
discovering that more and more species utilize a 
relatively simple and ubiquitous acoustic phenomenon 
to sing with their feathers. Join us at 7:30 p.m. at UM’s 
Gallagher Business Building, room L14 to learn more 
about the exciting, emerging field of avian sonations! 
 
Robert Niese is a third year Ph.D. student at the 
University of Montana where he studies pigeons and 
doves and their remarkable feather diversity and wing-
sound behaviors. His research at the Flight Lab provides 
a unique bridge between the seemingly disparate fields 
of aeroacoustic physics and avian communication. In 
addition to his studies on pigeon behavior and 
morphology, Robert is also a Pacific Northwest master 
naturalist and teaches classes on mammalogy, 

ornithology, and field botany. Robert is 
dedicated to science education and 
strives to utilize natural history museum 
collections as teaching tools, connecting 
students to nature in new and exciting 
ways. He also uses his photography and 
graphic design to bring scientific imagery 
into the public realm. Robert loves being 
in the classroom and his engaging and 
enthusiastic teaching style has earned 
him several awards. 
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Peeps From The Board: Community Naturalist Program 
by Larry Weeks 
 
This past year represented the 13th year that I have 
headed up the Community Naturalist Program (CNP) for 
the Chapter.  Paul Belanger started the program in 2003 
when he worked for Montana Audubon.  I did 38 
programs during the past fiscal year.  The bulk of these 
programs were 1-hour classroom presentations to 3rd, 
4th, and 5th grades for the teachers that signed up for 
Audubon Adventures.  In a typical program we showed 
about 50 bird skins from great blue heron to Calliope 
hummingbird.  I would start with waterfowl, then hawks 
and owls, and then a variety of other birds like 
woodpeckers, grouse, and song birds.  I would ask for 
input from the class by asking why the female ducks 
were drab in appearance, why do birds migrate, and do 
we have birds that are in Missoula during the winter but 
not in the summer.  One interesting observation was 
that every classroom was able to identify the great 
horned owl before I removed the bubble wrap from the 
bird.  I constantly asked the class if they knew the 
names of the birds.  During a presentation to Jo Fix's 3rd 
grade class at Hellgate Elementary, a girl by the name of 
Summer Bohrman knew the birds as well as many adult 
birders.  I also did 2 field trips for 3rd grade classes from 
St. Joseph and Target Range.  The hi-lite of the Target 
Range field trip to Maclay Flat for 72 children was a 
close-up look at a nearly submerged cow moose that 
was feeding on vegetation.  I later learned that the cow 
moose left the water in a hurry and scattered another 
group of school children. 
 
I did a fire ecology presentation for the 3rd grade class at 
St. Joseph for the 11th consecutive year.  This involved 3 
classroom presentations on tree ID, roots of plants and 
felt board stories.  In the tree ID exercise, the class was 
divided into 8 groups and each one was given a known 
tree and were asked to fill out a data sheet about that 
tree.  Then they were given an unknown tree and copies 
of all 8 data sheets, and they attempted to identify their 
unknown tree.  In the roots of plants, the roots were 
covered up and the children were asked to draw what 
they thought the roots looked like.  One of the plants 
was a wild onion but I seldom ever get the drawing of a 
bulb.  The storytime involved a felt board presentation 
of a creepy crawly fire and a roaring tree top fire.  The 
take home message from the storytime is that healthy 
forests need fire.  Then the class went on a field trip to 
the Black Cat Fire near Frenchtown which burned in 
2007.  Following a walk-around in which we talked 

about the resulting fire conditions, the kids participated 
in a Little Professor Hike where the kids presented 2 or 
3 facts about a plant to the rest of their classmates one 
at a time.  We finished with a fire scavenger hunt and 
then lunch.  This is the 2nd year that the kids found a 
lady slipper. 
 
This year's birding workshop for adults combined the 
presentations from the beginning and intermediate 
workshops.  It included bird anatomy, bird migration, 
and sessions on waterfowl, raptors, woodpeckers, 
warblers, shorebirds, and sparrows.  The workshop 
concluded with a field trip to Smurfit-Stone.  40 people 
attended the workshop. 
 
I made a presentation at the Traveler's Rest on the birds 
of Lewis & Clark.  Their journals included 59 species of 
birds while they were in Montana and I had skins of half 
of these birds. 
 
Other miscellaneous programs included a bird 
presentation at The Springs, an Important Bird Area 
(IBA) presentation to a Girl Scout troop at St. Joseph 
School, a bird walk with Lets Move Missoula, and I 
displayed my bird skins at the Wildlife Extravaganza at 
the Montana Natural History Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Answers on page 5 
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Field trips  
by Larry Weeks  
 
August 22, 2015:  Twenty people joined the author for a 
field trip at the old Smurfit-Stone mill site.  The primary 
focus of this outing was migrating shorebirds.  At the 
first stop, we were off to a good start with 3 long-billed 
dowitchers, 5 Baird's sandpipers, a least sandpiper, a 
spotted sandpiper, and a killdeer.  The second stop was 
a flooded sludge pond with some good mud.  There 
were several semipalmated sandpipers, a few western 
sandpipers and a semipalmated plover.  Amongst all the 
ducks were 2 red-necked phalaropes.  On the way to 
the river, we flushed a flock of gray partridges which 
landed in a dry pond.  The author circled the flock and 
flushed them a second time so everyone could see the 
birds.  The riparian habitat along the river produced 
many yellow-rumped warblers, a couple of yellow 
warblers, catbirds, western tanagers, mourning doves, 
and a Lazuli bunting.  A lone greater yellowlegs was 
resting and preening at the edge of the river.  As we 
worked our way upstream, we had sandhill cranes, 
great blue herons, belted kingfishers, common 
mergansers, and wood ducks.  A walk through some 
pine trees produced all 3 species of nuthatches and 4 
species of woodpeckers; Lewis's, hairy, pileated, and 
red-naped sapsucker. Then Eris Rasmussen spotted a 
Wilson's warbler.  Although the Wilson's warbler was 
moving fast, everyone was able to get a decent look.  In 
the south habitat, there were Townsend's solitaires, 
evening grosbeaks, a Swainson's thrush, and a Vaux's 
swift.  At the end of the trip, we visited a hay shed on 
Ruple Road and spooked 2 great horned owls from the 
shed into some nearby willows.  Other notable birds on 
the trip were western kingbird, Say's phoebe, white-
throated swift, and eared grebe.  The trip documented 
84 species. 
 
The Montana Hotlist: New from Montana Audubon! 
 
On September 1st, we began weekly highlights that 
focus on our favorite Montana species threatened by 
climate change. Each week we will bring you new 
information on birds you care about! We'll also provide 
meaningful actions you can take to help mitigate future 
impacts to the birds and other wildlife we all cherish, 
whether it be signing online petitions or collecting much 
needed data. 
 

Join us in this social media effort and see what's new 
each week!  
 
Follow our posts on Facebook or Twitter (@Montana 
Audubon); sign up for our eNews; or go to our website:  
http://mtaudubon.org/birds/areas_hotlist.html.    
 
Please help us spread the word! Share the posts on your 
own Facebook page and tell all of your friends to “like” 
us and visit us to see how collective actions can make a 
difference. 
 
Learn amazing facts about each bird, take action, and be 
a part of Montana Audubon's important mission to 
keep Montana's native birds and other wildlife thriving 
into the future.   
 
For more information and to learn how you can help, 
please contact Amy Seaman, Associate Director of 
Conservation. She can be reached at 406-210-9449 or 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org  
 
Surprising Facts About Halloween's Favorite Mascot 
 

 There are three species of 
vampire bats – the common 
vampire bat, the hairy-
legged vampire bat, and the 
white-winged vampire bat. 
Their range includes 
Central and South America.  

 They sleep during the day in total darkness, 
suspended upside down from the roofs of caves, in 
colonies that range from 100-1,000 bats. 

 Vampire bats emerge to hunt in the middle of the 
night. Their typical victims include sleeping cattle, 
horses and other livestock, but they have been known 
to feed on people as well.  

 To feed on their victims, vampire bats make such tiny 
incisions the animals don't even notice. The bats may 
drink for up to 30 minutes. While they don’t usually 
cause harm to their hosts, the bites are known to 
cause infections and disease.   

 Recent studies show that vampire bat saliva contains 
proteins—including one called Draculin—designed to 
thin their victims’ blood to keep it flowing freely. 
Scientists believe that understanding the proteins’ 
traits could help in the development of new drugs for 
treating strokes and high blood pressure.  

 

http://mtaudubon.org/birds/areas_hotlist.html
mailto:aseaman@mtaudubon.org


4 

 

  

 

 
 

Hello Five Valleys Audubon, 
 
I am a PhD student at Washington State University, and I have just released a new, free App that I've 
been developing for iPhone and iPad that is in line with the National Audubon Society's goals of 
increasing knowledge and accessibility of birds to the community.  The App is called Kea: Learn Birds 
Through Play, and it is designed to make the process of learning to recognize birds faster and more fun 
by turning it into a game.  Our initial version was kindly tested and critiqued by Audubon members, and 
we have incorporated their feedback into the current version.  I am writing today to ask if any members 
of Five Valleys Audubon Society would be interested in primary testing the latest version of the App. 
 
To provide a bit more background information, Kea uses a series of different games that help users 
recognize images of birds, rather than rote memorization.  As a level is passed, the user earns tokens that 
can be used to unlock new levels, modes, and habitats.  Users start with 'Backyard Birds' levels, to allow 
them to recognize the birds they are most likely to see close to home.  A user can also play with levels 
organized according to taxonomy, rather than habitat.  They can use their learning to unlock all the birds 
in North America, Europe, and Costa Rica including Pelagic species and Rarities.  For more advanced 
birders, modes can be unlocked to learn the scientific names of all species, or in a Timed Mode that 
sharpens rapid identification skills. 
 
Since Kea is designed to be free to use, Beta testers would be asked to download and try out the App, 
then provide feedback through a questionnaire.  If they are interested, they can then elect to be part of 
our Beta Testers group, further helping to direct the future of Kea.  Beta testers for the initial release 
of Kea will be given access to all future updates of Kea before they become generally available, and will 
have a say in the future directions for the App, such as our upcoming level-building expansion, or our 
Thailand and Australia versions. 
 
If you are interested in primary testing Kea on your iPhone or iPad, please email me 
at keabirdlearning.info@gmail.com.  I will send you a questionnaire, and once you return it back to me, 
you can choose to be on the advanced notice list for future expansions.  The App itself can be accessed 
through Apple's App Store, and the Android version should be available this fall. 

 
I'm very excited about bringing this tool to the birding community, and can't 
wait to hear great feedback that can make it better.  Thank you very much 
for your time, and happy birding! 
 
Best, 
Chris Duke 
 
Kea: Learn Birds Through Play  
Email: keabirdlearning.info@gmail.com 
  

mailto:keabirdlearning.info@gmail.com
mailto:keabirdlearning.info@gmail.com
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Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please enroll me as a Chapter member of the Five Valleys 
Audubon Society. I will receive the Birding Observer and may 
participate in all local Chapter activities. I understand that my 
dues remain entirely with the Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:        
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
 
  ___ $15 is enclosed for Chapter-only membership 
 
  __  An additional sum of $____________ is also      
  included to support Chapter activities.  
 
Please make check payable to the Five Valleys Audubon Society 
and mail to:   Five Valleys Audubon Society 

PO Box 8425 
Missoula, MT  59807 

Join National Audubon Society 
& Five Valleys Audubon Society 

 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society 
and my local Chapter. I will receive the Audubon magazine and 
the Birding Observer, and I may participate in all local Chapter 
activities. I understand that my dues are shared between NAS 
and my local Chapter.  

 
Name:        
 
Address:       
 
City:______________ State:______ Zip: __________ 
 
Phone:        
 
Email:         
 
Please note: The newsletter will be delivered electronically unless 
requested otherwise.  
  
__  $20 for a 1-year individual or family membership  

 C3Z N53 0Z 
Please make heck payable to National Audubon Society:    
       National Audubon Society, Inc. 
                                      225 Varick Street, 7th Floor 
                                      New York, NY 10014 
                                      Attn: Chance Mueleck  
 

 Welcome New Members  
  

Mary A. Davies  

Edie Silverman 

Emily Withnall    

Allison Young               

Judy Zizzo          Halloween Sudoku Solution 

     
 

 
 

 
Would You Like to Contribute  

to Our Newsletter? 
 

The Five Valleys Audubon Society welcomes you to 
submit articles, announcements and photos for the 
Birding Observer. Articles can focus on any topic 
that you think would interest Auduboners, such as 
birds, optics, environmental conservation, local 
events, nature travel, natural history/science, etc. 
Articles should not exceed 650 words. Please send 
your submissions to the editor, Beverly, at 
orthbev@hotmail.com.  



Five Valleys Audubon Society                                                     
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807            
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