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Calendar of Events

Chronicling Wildlife through Digital Photography

e Tuesday, September 4™, 6:45-8:45pm (the day
after Labor Day): The FVAS Board meeting will take
place at the Missoula Public Library’s small room.

e Saturday, September 8": Attend the
Owl Research Institute’s annual Hat
Party! There’s a $25 entry fee for an
evening of live music, food, drinks y.
and friends! Bring a chair or blanket. V
Hats are a must!

e Monday, September 10", 7:00pm: Join us for the
September program meeting to hear Bob Danley
talk about his experiences recording birds and
other wildlife through digital photography. He will
present in Room 123 of the Gallagher Business
Building on the UM campus.

e Saturday, September 15™: Bird walk at the Lee
Metcalf NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field trip
leader at the Refuge Visitor's Center. Please note
that the Visitor's Center is not open on weekends,
SO no restrooms.

e Saturday, September 15": The deadline for the
October edition of the Birding Observer.

e Sunday, September 16": All-day field trip to Pablo
and Ninepipes Reservoirs to look for shorebirds.
Meet at 7:50 am in the northwest corner of the
Adams Center parking lot.

e Saturday, September 29"™: The Annual Montana
Natural History Center Banquet and Auction will be
held in the University Center Ballroom at the
University of Montana. Tickets are $50 per person
or you can purchase a table for 10 people for $500.
For event details, visit montananaturalist.org or call
(406) 327-0405.

e Saturday, October 6™: Raptor banding field trip to
Roger's Pass. This field trip can only accept 3 more
people. Those interested must call Larry Weeks at
549-5632 or 540-3064.
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Have you ever reached a point where an interest or a
talent once held dear, inspiring excitement and drive
became mundane and tedious? A decade ago, Bob
Danley reached his own plateau when listing birds. Once
his passion, this activity had eventually become routine
and stale. There was less discovery and harder work. For
him it had spiritually become a poorer return on his
investment of time, energy and resources. He felt the
need to evolve just like the wildlife around him. Without
noting a specific defining moment, Bob found that a
digital camera was the catalyst for change in what he
looked for and how he did it.

Welcome the coming fall and our speaker Bob Danley at
our September meeting and hear his presentation on
how he began “ldentifying Different Things....Differently”.
We will be taken through a visual story of his experience
and hear how he learned to view the natural world
through a different lens.

Bob Danley holds a Master of Arts in Adult Education
from Central Michigan University. He is fortunate to
describe his working career as “colorful” and an eclectic
mix of blue collar and professional positions. Through it
all, he developed a passion for wildlife. He encourages us
all to go outside every day. Once begun, he says, the
10,000 hours needed to achieve expertise will arrive in no
time at all. Your discoveries will conserve our dwindling
wildlife. That’s a real legacy!

Come join us to be
inspired by Bob on
Monday, September
10th at 7:00 in Room 123
of the Gallagher Business
Building on the UM
campus.




Peeps From The Board:
Improving Your Ability to Recognize Birds by Sound
By Catherine Goodman, Steve Flood, & FVAS Board

Isn’t it frustrating when you hear
a bird’s chip note, flight call, or
song and you rack your brain to
remember what bird is that?
Well you are not alone.

Even some of the long-term,
most  experienced  Audubon
birders in our neck of the woods have commented that
each spring, they have to ‘relearn’ the differences among
warblers, ruby-crowned vs. golden- crowned kinglets,
various flycatchers, and others.

So don’t feel alone when you have to ask, “Which bird is
it that sounds like the Maxwell House advertisement for
perking coffee? (Townsend’s Warbler)...or when you can’t
remember which flycatcher’s song goes up (Cordilleran)
versus the one that goes down like a miniature buzz saw
(Western Wood-Pewee).

What about that bird that sounds like it is saying “Quick,
three beers! Quick, three beers!” If you said, Olive-sided
Flycatcher, then you would be correct! Children often
learn some of the most commonly heard bird songs:
Maids, maids, maids — put on the kettle-kettle-kettle
(Song Sparrow) or Conkareeee! (Red-winged Blackbird),
or Sweet sweet sweet! Sweedely-sweet (Yellow Warbler).
A favorite is the American Robin’s morning wake-up call:
Cheer-up, cheerily!

But do not be lulled into complacency. Always keep in
mind where you are, what is the habitat, and what
season is it? For example, if you hear what sounds like a
song sparrow out in the middle of a large field or prairie-
like area, listen carefully. If there are only two low, clear
notes at the start of the song, followed by two higher
notes, it may be a Vesper Sparrow. The song sparrow
begins with the 3 distinct notes previously mentioned
(maids, maids, maids). This difference highlights the
crucial importance of habitat when trying to identify a
bird that you cannot see. As in this example, these two
species seldom (if ever) overlap when singing in territory.

First year hatchlings have not yet developed their full
song repertoire and can easily cause
confusion. Sometimes, what sounds
like a repeated ‘chip note’ turns out to
be a call to the parent for food!
Making a visual identification is always
the best way to be sure.

If you would like to improve your ability to recognize (and
recalll) common bird calls and songs, here are a few ideas
and practice tips from Steve Flood and the Five Valleys
Audubon Board.

Practice Tip #1: Listen during the winter and year-round!
As with language or music, practice and repetition are
needed. Set aside some time each week (or every day if
you have the luxury). Even 5 to 10 minutes can have a big
impact when practiced consistently.

Practice Tip #2: Improve song recognition with
association and focused listening.

e Association: Does the bird song or call evoke an
image in your mind? For musical folks, does it
sound melodic or like an arpeggiated chord?

Does it sound like a spoken word or phrase?

e Focused listening: Concentrate on one singing bird
and nothing else. Pick the song apart. Focus on the
first few notes or sounds and then anticipate what
those will sound like before the bird sings again.
Then try it with the last few notes/sounds. Finish
his ‘sentences’ for him.

Practice Tip #3: There are some very helpful tools on-line
you might want to check out.

e https://www.xeno-canto.org/ - Xeno-canto is a
website dedicated to sharing bird sounds from all
over the world. Whether you are a research
scientist, a birder, or simply curious about a sound
that you heard out your kitchen window, you can
listen, download, and explore the bird sound
recordings in the collection. You can upload
sounds, join the forum, and read articles of
interest. There is also a range map with bird
recordings.

e  https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/ - The Macaulay
Library from the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
presents photos, videos, sound files, and
spectrograms. eBird connects to this library. At the
time of this writing, the home page featured the
Green Heron, Black and White Warbler, and
Cinnamon Hummingbird among the ‘Latest
Contributions’ section.

e https://www.natureinstruct.org/dendroica/ -
Dendroica is an interactive website developed to
help students, volunteers and professionals
improve their skills at identifying birds by sight or
by sound, particularly so that they can participate
in nature survey and monitoring programs. The site
includes birds from throughout the Western
Hemisphere. Participants can contribute new
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photographs and sound recordings so it will
continue to improve over time.

Dendroica allows you to browse through lists of
species in particular regions to see their pictures
and listen to their songs and calls. You can then
quiz yourself, based on songs or photos or both, to
see how well you have learned the species. You can
develop your own custom list of species for study.

To use all of the features of the program, including
the quiz, or to submit your own photos or sound
recordings, you must register and sign in.
Registration is free, and only requires that you
provide your name and a valid E-mail address.

If you prefer, you can continue as a guest, without
logging in. This will allow you to browse through
the list of species, see the photographs and listen
to the songs. However, several features such as the
quiz and the selection of customized lists to study
particular groups of species will not be available.

Practice Tip #4: Register, sign in, and take the quiz
offered in this last website!

Practice Tip #5: Use smartphone apps such as “Sibley
Birds of North America” and “Audubon Bird Guide” and
listen to the many sound files available.

Final Practice Tip: Just have some fun with these ideas
and tools. And if you don’t remember what you just
heard...don’t be too hard on yourself...be consoled that
you are not alone and ...there’s always next year!

Summer 2018 Field Trip Summaries
By Larry Weeks

May 19th & 20th: The field trip to Freezout Lake and the
Rocky Mountain Front was spectacular. The best bird of
the trip was a Broad -winged Hawk. The events leading
to the location of the bird was pure luck. When we
stopped to look for an Upland Sandpiper along highway
200 at mile marker 114, there was a vehicle parked at the
pullout that belonged to Bob Kemp. Bob had been a
birding partner with my son Ron on several Montana Big
Days. During my conversation with Bob, he told me that
he had found a Broad-winged Hawk in the Choteau city
park. After birding Freezout and the surrounding area,
we went to the Choteau city park and found the hawk
perched in a dead cottonwood. It was a life bird for
everyone except Rose Leach, but it was the first time that
Rose had seen the hawk perched. It was difficult for
everyone to comprehend the significance of the sighting.

Going back to the stop along
highway 200, we saw at
least three Upland
Sandpipers, plus two more
perched on fence posts as
we were driving. The water
levels at Freezout were
high, and there was very
little mud for shorebirds.
However, there were

several Black-necked Stilts
and Willets, two Marbled
Godwits, one American Avocet, and one migrating
shorebird which we finally decided was a Baird's
Sandpiper. However, Jeff Marks corrected our
identification to Sanderling, based on photos provided.
There were seven Black-crowned Night-herons which is a
record number for this field trip. At the “neck”, we found
Clark's Grebes, two Red-breasted Mergansers and a
Forster's Tern. A third Red-breasted Merganser was
found at Pond 1. There were two Swainson's Hawks and
a Loggerhead Shrike along a dirt road north of Pond 1.
The habitat along the road by the Duffy place yielded
Swainson's and Hermit Thrushes, Yellow-rumped
Warblers and a Brown Thrasher. Ordinarily, the thrasher
would have been the top bird, but it was eclipsed by the
Broad-winged Hawk. We had Bobolinks, McCowan's and
Chestnut-collared Longspurs, and a Ferruginous Hawk
along Bellview Road.

Broad-winged hawk

On Sunday, we birded the Teton Canyon and turned
around just short of the ski area. We found several
mountain species that included Clark's Nutcrackers,
Mountain Chickadees, both kinglets, White-crowned and
Fox Sparrows. At the Deep Canyon Guest Ranch, we had
Rufous Hummingbird, Pine Siskins, Cassin's Finch, and
Red-naped Sapsucker. Most of the people then went to
Benton Lake NWR where we found a large flock of Red-
necked Phalaropes, 10 Long-billed Dowitchers, 10 — 12
White-faced Ibis, a Horned Grebe, a Black Tern, and a
Peregrine Falcon. Mammals on the trip included elk in 3
locations along highway 200, a grizzly bear by 1 car in the
Teton Canyon, 5 big horn sheep, and white-tail and mule
deer. There were 10 people on the trip and we had 98
species the first day and 126 species for the 2 days.

June 1%- 3": Thirteen people participated in the 3-day
field trip to the Bowdoin NWR. Eleven people left
Missoula on Friday and met the Hawkins, who pulled a
25-foot trailer to Trafton City Park the day before. The
Missoula group drove straight to the James Kipp
Recreation Area which is on the Missouri River between
Lewistown and Malta. It was extremely windy on both
Friday and Saturday which made birding difficult. We
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found a Field Sparrow, which was a target bird, but
missed Ovenbird, Green-tailed Towhee and Plumbeous
Vireo. Other birds at Kipp included Red-eyed Vireo, Lazuli
Bunting, Gray Catbird, and Bullock's Oriole. We tried for
Burrowing Owl at 2 locations on highway 191 but were
unsuccessful. Half of the group camped in Trafton and
the other half stayed in motels. As soon as we arrived at
Trafton, there was a Baltimore Oriole singing from a
nearby cottonwood. However, due to the wind in the
canopy, it was difficult to locate and it continued to
frustrate us for 3 days. On Saturday, we birded Bowdoin
and had good birds despite of the wind. Birds included
Grasshopper Sparrow, Bonaparte's, Franklin and Ring-
billed Gulls, Sanderlings, Wilson's Phalaropes, Black-
bellied Plover, American Avocets, Black-necked Stilts,
Willets, Marbled Godwits, White-faced Ibis, and a Black-
crowned Night-Heron. In a walk-in area, we had Red-
necked Phalaropes, Long-billed Dowitchers and lots of
ticks. We tried hard to locate a Nelson's Sparrow and a
Sedge Wren, but did not have any success. A Great
Horned Owl was found near the Visitor's Center. We
then decided to drive to Nelson's Reservoir, but it was
just too windy to bird there. We worked our way back to
Hewitt Lake. Before we got to the lake, we found a
Chestnut-collared Longspur and a Bobolink. We
accidentally found our way to the shallow part of the lake
and it was filled with hundreds of shorebirds, mostly
Wilson's Phalaropes and Marbled Godwits. Migrating
shorebirds included Black-bellied Plover, Sanderlings,
Long-billed Dowitchers, and Red-necked Phalaropes.
There was a Horned Grebe on a nest. Later that
afternoon, some of the group went to Barry Southand's
home and saw a first-year male Orchard Oriole. On
Sunday, the group separated. Some headed back to
Missoula, the Hawkins went to the Charles M. Russell
NWR, Jill Davies went looking for dinosaurs, and the rest
made a second visit to Bowdoin. Jill heard a beautiful
flute-like bird song early Sunday morning which she
couldn't identify. It turned out that it was a Wood Thrush
which was identified Josh Covill who was participating on
a Big Day with my son's team. The group that birded
Bowdoin on Sunday had six migrating shorebirds, which
included Least Sandpiper and White-rumped sandpiper.
Several people were able to get Ovenbird at the Nevada-
Ogden road west of Lincoln. Thanks to Steve Flood, who
kept track of the birds, we ended up with 98 species.

June 17™: The half-day field trip on the Line Property
included a 3-mile hike with an elevation gain of 900 feet.
Five Valleys Land Trust has a conservation easement on
the property, which is close to a full section (160 acres)
and includes the upper reaches of Moose Can Gully. The
drainage was originally called Moose Canyon, but was
shortened to Moose Can and later expanded to Moose

Can Gully. Immediately
after climbing the gate at
the top of Whitaker Drive, we
had several Say's Phoebes which
was a pleasant surprise. We also
found a Rock Wren along a road cut and
heard a second one on a rocky slope above
the road. Most of the participants got good looks at a
Townsend's Warbler and a MacGillivray's Warbler. There
were 13 people on the trip and we had 32 species.

July 5" 8™ The 4-day campout in Glacier Park had 13
participants. Robin Rose and daughters Kiana (19), and
Carina (12) joined us for the first two days. They were
from Washington and had already planned to visit Glacier
as a graduation present for Kiana who is an avid birder
and belongs to Portland Audubon. The other participants
included Bynum Jackson (Nevada), Janice Mazur
(Whitefish), Carolyn Pardini (Polson), Cindy Swidler, Sally
Friou, Carla Abrams, Jeff Ibsen, Will Butler, Jil Hollinger,
and the author. When several of us arrived at West
Glacier, we were turned around due to an accident on
the Sun road, and we were forced to go on Highway 2 to
East Glacier Park and up the Front to St. Mary. We
camped at St. Mary Campground for two nights and the
Fish Creek Campground for one night. On Friday, we
drove to Many Glacier and hiked into Grinnell Lake. The
highlights on that 7-mile hike were a Boreal Chickadee at
the upper end of Swiftcurrent Lake and a cow moose that
insisted on hogging the trail and forcing us to travel at her
pace. We ate lunch at the lake and found six mountain
goats high on the mountain across the lake. On the
return trip, we saw a large bull moose at Lake Josephine.
Other birds on this hike included Pacific Wren, Olive-
sided Flycatcher, Wilson's Warbler, Lazuli Bunting, Varied
Thrush, and Fox Sparrow. Most of the group visited the
Many Glacier Lodge and saw a small herd of big horned
sheep in the parking lot. We also hiked to St. Mary Falls
on Friday. On Saturday, we hiked a loop trail that
included the Red Eagle Trail. It was quite windy on
Saturday which interfered with the birding. We then
drove to the west side and did a short hike around
McGee Meadow. On Sunday, we drove the Inside North
Fork Road and hiked into Howe Lakes. This produced the
best birds of the trip; Northern Hawk Owl, Common Loon,
Lewis's Woodpecker, Great Blue Heron, American
Kestrels, and Bald Eagle. The Hawk Owl landed in a tree
directly over our heads and stayed there for at least 10
minutes. It was being harassed by Gray Jays. Other birds
that lurked nearby included American Robins, a Northern
Flicker and a Black-headed Grosbeak. We also visited
Christenson's Meadow at Camas Creek. Most of the
group hiked 24 miles over the four days, and we saw 68
species.



Photos to the right
from the 4-day campout at Glacier
by Cindy Swidler

Top: Northern Hawk Owl
Bottom: Group at Grinnell Lake

Glacier Birds 2018

American crow

Lincoln sparrow

American dipper

MacGillivray's warbler

American goldfinch

Northern flicker

American kestrel

Northern hawk owl

American robin

Northern waterthrush

Bald eagle Olive-sided fllycatcher
Belted kingfisher Osprey

Black-billed magpie Pacific wren
Black-chinned hummingbird Pine siskin

Black-headed grosbeak

Red-breasted nuthatch

Boreal chickadee

Red-naped woodpecker

Brewer's blackbird

Red-winged blackbird

Brown-headed cowbird

Ring-necked duck

Bufflehead

Ruby-crowned kinglet

Calliope hummingbird

Ruffed grouse

Cassin's vireo

Rufous hummingbird

Cedar waxwing

Sandhill crane

Chipping sparrow

Savannah sparrow

Clay-colored sparrow

Song sparrow

Cliff swallow

Spotted sandpiper

Common goldeneye

Swainson's thrush

Common loon

Tree swallow

Common merganser

Varied thrush

Common raven

Veery

Common yellowthroat

Warbling vireo

Dark-eyed junco

Western tanager

Fox sparrow

Western wood-pewee

Gray catbird

White-crowned sparrow

Gray jay

willow flycatcher

Great blue heron

Wilson's snipe

Gull species

Wilson's warbler

Hairy woodpecker

Yellow warbler

House wren

Yellow-rumped warbler

Lazuli bunting

Lewis's woodpecker

68 total species

Saturday, July 14™: The trip into Primm Meadow involved
a two-mile hike one-way on a good road behind a locked
gate. There was considerable activity along the route
that included Alexis, who works at Five Valleys Land Trust
as a contractor and her family of four, a couple on
bicycles, and a contractor who was spraying for weeds in
the meadow for The Nature Conservancy. The road
follows Gold Creek at the beginning and the birding was
quite good in the morning. The birds included Yellow-
rumped and MacGillivray's Warblers, American Redstart,
Song and Chipping Sparrows, Western Wood-Pewee,
Dusky and Willow Flycatchers, Northern Flicker, Pine
Siskins, and a Belted Kingfisher. There were Red-naped
Sapsuckers and a Hairy Woodpecker at the Meadow. The
Primm Meadow covers 120 acres of old growth
Ponderosa Pine and Western Larch, and information
panels give some of the history. On the return trip to
Missoula, my car stopped just before Bonner to look for
the Peregrine Falcon nest. After some searching, we
found the stick nest with two young birds that were
exercising their wings and looked close to fledging. As we
watched, an adult made a quick visit to the nest. There
were seven people on the field trip; we saw 33 species.



Friday, July 27™: This field trip was organized by Will Bluebird Project: Summer 2018 Update

McDowell and the Clark Fork Coalition. It began with bird By Kathy Heffernan

banding on property that the Coalition had recently

purchased. This property will be undergoing restoration This past summer, an unusual story unfolded inside one
to remove toxic mining deposits from the 1908 flood and of our Waterworks Hill bluebird boxes. On May 20th, a
the bird banding will be used to document a bird baseline Mountain Bluebird couple had built a nest in a box S6 in
before the remediation. Birds caught while we were at Chokecherry Draw and laid one egg. The couple
the site included Willow Flycatcher, Yellow Warbler, Clay- disappeared. One or both of them may have been eaten
colored Sparrow, and Lincoln's Sparrow. After the bird by a Cooper's Hawk that | saw in the area at that time. A
banding, we met with Gary Swant who discussed the Tree Swallow couple swooped in and took over the box.
Warm Springs Ponds. Gary led the group on a 2-mile By June 3rd, they had produced 7 eggs of their own. The
walking tour of some of the ponds and showed us a nest adopted bluebird egg HATCHED! By June 21st, the nest
that was used by Black-crowned Night Herons to contained 4 Tree Swallow nestlings and 1 Mountain
successfully fledge 2 juveniles this year. We then went to Bluebird nestling. The Tree Swallow couple worked hard
a ranch which is owned by the Coalition and Will gave a to feed their brood. All nestlings grew well with the
presentation on the cleanup efforts on Silver Bow Creek bluebird out-stripping his foster nestlings in size. On June
and the upper Clark Fork River. The cleanup is only 20% 26th, biologist Vicki Morgan banded the little bluebird
complete. One interesting aspect of the cleanup is the and determined him to be male. She also reported that
final elevation of the fill dirt that replaces the removed all nestlings were fat and healthy. In early July, the five
toxins. If the elevation is too high and prevents periodic little birds fledged. We don’t know the fate of “our”
flooding, then the natural restoration will not occur and fostered bluebird or his four Tree Swallow siblings, but
hand planting would be required. He mentioned that the we hope he will survive and return to Waterworks Hill
Berkley Pit will require pumping to prevent the level in next summetr.

the pit from entering the groundwater. 7 mm gallons a
day will be treated and added to Silver Bowl Creek. The
attendance at this field trip included the Bird Ecology Lab
at the U of M who did the banding, 15 people from Five
Valleys Audubon, and attendees from the Natural History
Center and Butte.

Montana ﬂ Bird Advocacy

Birders, have you wanted to travel and support

conservation at the same time? If so, there are still
1-3 openings for the Ghana birding tour this coming
December 3-18, 2018. All proceeds support
conservation efforts of the Montana Bird Advocacy
group. For details and last year’s report, see
https://www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/, and click

on Birding Tours. During the January 2018 trip,
attended by our own Jim Brown, 380 bird species
were found, and several large mammals including
elephants were well seen. The trip is limited to no
more than 8 clients, plus 2 expert local guides and
Bird Advocacy Executive Director Jeff Marks.
Another added bonus this year— Rose and her sister
will be joining the group!!

Photos by Vicki Morgan
Top: At 12 days old
Bottom: At 14 days old
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Attention Friends
The Chapter is looking for a Publicity Chair to provide
meeting and field trip information to the
community. The person does not need to compose

Thanks & Welcome to New Members:

e Linda Bowman

 Kirsten Hangas much text, but just make sure that the information gets
e Sandra Miller to the newspaper and other public service announcement
e Dolores J. Seielstad outlets. Please contact any Board member for more
e Catriona Simms information on the tasks and time involved. Thanks!
‘ (}{_{ The Five Valleys Audubon Society would like to thank
= e A those of you who renewed your membership this past
C j//((///g e month. We generally encourage our members to receive
(/ 4/, D) your newsletter via email (to conserve resources and our
)] y T . 3 o o e a a o
(yl,"/"{c\‘w expenses), which is the default mailing option if provided
. by new members. If you want to change how your
Y‘\ newsletter is delivered or have any changes to your
) Q«\Q& mailing preferences, please contact the Membership
NG Chair, Poody McLaughli b
O - air, Poody McLaughlin, at pmcregan@bresnan.net.

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join

S $15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. S Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird
habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.

S $25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution

S General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips, Volunteer - Please contact me. | would like to know
education and outreach. more about how | may help birds and FVAS.

S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.

Name: Phone:

Address

City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)
Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time
credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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