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September 2019 

              Birding Observer 

     

Five Valleys Audubon Society, a Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 Tuesday, September 3rd, 6:45-8:45pm: The 
first FVAS board meeting of the 2019-2020 
season will be held at the Missoula Public 
Library, in the Board Room.  

 Monday, September 9th, 7:00-9:00pm: FVAS 
Education and Field Activities Chair, Larry 
Weeks, will speak teach us about skinning birds 
and present some of his prized specimens. The 
meeting will be held in room 123 of the 
Gallagher Business Building on the UM campus.   

 Saturday, September 14th: All-day field trip to 
Pablo, Kicking Horse, and Ninepipes Reservoirs 
to look for shorebirds.  Meet at 7:50am in the 
northwest corner of the Adams Center parking 
lot, on the UM campus. 

 Sunday, September 15th: The deadline for the 
October 2019 edition of the Birding Observer.     

 Saturday, September 21st: Bird walk at the Lee 
Metcalf NWR from 10:00 am-Noon. Meet field 
trip leader at the Refuge Visitor's Center. 
Please note that the Visitor's Center is not 
open on weekends, so no restrooms. 

 Saturday, October 5th: Raptor banding field trip 
to Rogers Pass.  **This field trip can only 
accept 3 more people.  Those interested must 
call Larry Weeks at 549-5632 or 540-3064. 

 
 

Skinned Birds of Montana 
 
If Larry Weeks’ very popular but fleeting “Birds on a 
Stick” segments at our monthly chapter meeting 
leave you wanting more, be sure to attend our 
September meeting.  Larry will be our keynote 
speaker presenting his talk entitled Skinned Birds of 
Montana.  For the majority of our meeting you will 
get to view the many birds in Larry’s collection, hear 
about his technique for preparing the birds and learn 
about the history behind several of the specimens.   
 
Larry was born and raised in upstate New York.  He 
attended the College of Forestry at Syracuse 
University and obtained BS and MS degrees in pulp 
and paper technology.  He went to work at the pulp 
mill near Missoula in 1963 and remained there for 
32 years.  Larry has been an active member of Five 
Valleys Audubon for over 20 years and offers his 
time and expertise in countless ways including 
scheduling and leading field trips and providing 
educational opportunities to adults through his 
annual birding workshops and to school children in 
the classroom.  He also oversees the Christmas bird 
count and the Birdathon, a major fundraiser for Five 
Valleys Audubon.  Larry has been skinning birds for 
15 years and has a permit from the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service to possess the birds in his collection.  
 
Join us on Monday, September 9, 2019 to hear all 
about Larry’s fascinating work preserving these 
incredible creatures.  The meeting will be held at 
7:00 PM in Rm 123 of the Gallagher Business 
Building on the University of Montana campus.   
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Save the Date 
2020 Wings Across the Big Sky Bird Festival 

June 5th - 7th 
Yogo Inn in Lewistown, Montana 

 
You spoke up, and Montana Audubon listened! 
After reviewing feedback from attendees at the 
2019 festival, a decision was made to maintain our 
longstanding bird festival tradition, which for 2020 
will include an optional, pre-festival science 
conference on Friday, June 5th. The stunning 
community of Lewistown will be our base for the 
weekend, with accommodations provided by the 
historic Yogo Inn! 
 
For more information, be sure to check the MT 
Audubon website for updates.   

Peeps From The Board: My Favorite Montana Bird 
By Rose Stoudt 
 
As our birding years accumulate, it seems most 
people have birds they resonate with more than 
others.  For whatever reasons, one bird or more may 
be our favorite (s) and perhaps that changes with 
time.  A new life bird may become that special one. 
 
Several years ago, the first time I saw my first Green-
tailed Towhee, it immediately became my favorite 
Montana bird replacing others on that list.  For me it 
was just such an interesting looking and behaving 
bird, a cool looking bird when seen live, less so in 

some pictures.  I had 
thought for a while it 
was no longer my 
favorite bird as I had 
not seen one in a long 
time.  However, this 
summer I finally 
spotted one again, and 
it instantly sparked me 
again and is at the top 
of my favorites list one 
more time. 
 

I find it fascinating hearing about people’s favorite 
birds, and why they like them, what characteristics 
appeal to them etc.  So, I decided I wanted to learn 
as much as I could about the Green-tailed Towhee.   
 
The first thing to know is, very little research has 
occurred on this Montana shrubland bird. This 
surprises me, as what attracts me to this species is it 
is such a distinctive looking bird in its habitat which 
includes sagebrush, ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, 
mountain mahogany, bitterbrush, and rose. It has an 
unusual color pattern with a rufous crown, bright 
white throat, bright yellowish-green flight and tail 
feathers against a gray face, chest and belly. It is one 
of the larger sparrows, but is the smallest of the 
Towhees. 
 
For its culinary delights, seeds are the Towhee’s 
primary food source, but they also like small insects 
and some fruit.  Some sources indicate the bird has a 
unique hop-kicking with both feet at the same time 

back and forth to move litter for locating the food 
source.  I would sure enjoy the chance to witness 
that behavior. 
 
According to Hendricks and Hendricks in Birds of 
Montana, they observed a Green-tailed Towhee 
capture and kill a Sagebrush Lizard in Bear Canyon, 
which was the first report of this species capturing a 
vertebrate. Apparently, it took the towhee about 
three minutes to subdue the lizard by shaking it 
vigorously and beating it against the ground. 
 
If you want to see this bird in Montana it typically 
arrives mid to late May and departs by early 
September.  It is a bit secretive, staying hidden in the 
bush like sagebrush or riparian areas.  However, the 
males will sing from prominent perches in the spring.  
The south-central part of the state is probably the 
best area to see them, but they have been observed 
as far north as Malta. I have heard from a reliable 
source, but was not able to get it verified before 
deadline, that during migration they have been seen 
in the Bitterroot Valley as far north in the valley as 
MPG Ranch.  
 
I hope, if you have never seen one of these Montana 
birds, you will be inspired to look for one.  I don’t 
think you will be disappointed and maybe you will 
even see its hop-kicking dance.  

Green-tailed Towhee 
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Field Trip Summaries  
By Larry Weeks 
 
Sunday, May 19th:  This field trip was to the Bandy 
Ranch which is a cattle ranch in the Ovando Valley, 
which was deeded to the UM and MSU.  The first 
stop was at the Clearwater River, which had a 
Barrow's Goldeneye and a Red-necked Grebe.  The 
second stop was along Cottonwood Creek where we 
tried to call up a Northern Waterthrush.  It took over 
15 minutes before one responded and by the time 
we left, it wouldn't shut-up.  Yellow Warblers and 
Common Yellowthroats were also at this site.  Steve 
Flood also heard a Long-billed Curlew.  As we 
proceeded up Woodworth Road, we encountered 
several pairs of Mountain Bluebirds and one pair of 
Western Bluebirds.  Vesper Sparrows were very 
numerous.  The big field by the ranch buildings had 
one Long-billed Curlew.  At a stop just before Upsata 
Lake, Rose Leach found a Wood Duck on a log in a 
hidden pond.  A Sora was very vocal from a nearby 
cattail marsh and there was a Sandhill Crane feeding 
at the edge of the marsh.  There was one Common 
Loon on the lake and several Vaux's Swifts were 
flying close to the ground. 
 
We then hiked around the cattail marsh and heard a 
Virginia Rail.  At a small grove of aspens, we heard a 
Red-naped Sapsucker. When we called for the Red-
naped, we had a pair of Williamson's Sapsuckers 
show up along with the Red-naped. There was one 
pothole pond that had a nice variety of ducks that 
included a pair of Blue-winged Teal. Other birds 
included Chipping Sparrow and Cassin's Vireo. 
 
We concluded the trip with a hike into the Bandy 
Reservoir.  The only water birds on the reservoir 
were a pair of Buffleheads and a pair of Red-necked 
Grebes.  There was a migrating flock of warblers that 
included Yellow-rumped, Orange-crowned and 
Townsend's, and a Western Tanager.  There were 21 
people on the field trip, and we had 66 species.  
 
May 25th & 26th:  The two-day field trip included 
Freezout Lake and vicinity on Saturday and Benton 
Lake on Sunday.  We stopped along highway 200 to 
look for the Upland Sandpiper but were 
unsuccessful.  On the road from Simms to Fairfield, 
we saw a pair of Swainson's Hawks by a nest and 

found another 
Swainson's Hawk on 
a nest near Fairfield.  
The first stop at 
Freezout was at a 
dike, south of the 
outhouse.  There 
was a good variety of 
ducks, lots of 
American Pelicans, 
Forster's Terns, a 
Black-crowned Night Heron, and a few shorebirds.  
The best birds at this stop were two Clark's Grebes 
that were sitting in the bullrushes.  We then went 
north to the “neck” which had similar birds and a 
few Common Terns.  Pond 1 had a couple of Virginia 
Rails that were chasing each other and another 
Black-crowned Night Heron that landed in a nearby 
ditch.  We then drove a dirt road north on Pond 1 
and found a Loggerhead Shrike, a Ferruginous Hawk 
nest that was visited by one of the adults, and a 
Great Horned Owl nest with young.  The Duffie place 
had a Western Kingbird, a few warblers and a female 
Baltimore Oriole.  The Golden Eagles were back on 
the nest at Rattlesnake Butte and there was a Prairie 
Falcon perched on a rock on the north side of the 
butte.  On Bellview Road, we had Chestnut-collared 
and McCown's Longspurs, and another Loggerhead 
Shrike.  The group had dinner at the Log Cabin and 
stayed at the Stage Coach Inn.   
 
It was raining the following morning but we stopped 
at the Duffie Place and found a warbler fallout.  
Warblers included Yellow-rumped, Orange-crowned 
and American Redstart and several Swainson's 
Thrushes.  We spent two hours in the rain because 
the birding was so good.  As we approached Benton 
Lake, we started seeing Short-eared Owls.  As we 
started the drive around the refuge, we flushed two 
separate Sharp-tailed Grouse.  Most of the ducks 
were present as well as several Eared Grebes, a pair 
of Horned Grebes, several White-faced Ibis, 
Grasshopper Sparrows, and a Lark Sparrow.  There 
was a Western Tanager at the headquarters.  During 
the day, Steve Flood received a rare-bird alert that a 
Summer Tanager was seen in Great Falls.  Steve 
texted the individual and got the address.  Since we 
were returning through Great Falls, we decided to 
visit the address.  Almost immediately after arriving, 

Swainson's Hawk 
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we saw the tanager arrive to feed on some 
watermelon.  The bird came to the feeder three 
times during our short visit.  Through 2017, there 
have been nine accepted records for Summer 
Tanager in Montana.  Interestingly, during 2019 
there were four different reports for the species, 
including this record that will be evaluated by the 
Montana Bird Records Committee this year. There 
were 8 people on the trip, and we had 104 species. 
 
June 21st – 23rd:  Eight people met in Lincoln for the 
3-day field trip to Bowdoin.  The first stop was one 
mile north of highway 200, on highway 434, where 
we heard a Veery and an Alder Flycatcher.  We did 
not see the Upland Sandpiper at mile marker 114.5.  
The next stop was east of Windham at a Ferruginous 
Hawk's nest.  There was an adult by the nest and 
another adult in the air.  It looked like at least one 
juvenile in the nest. North of Lewistown, we stopped 
at Roy and found a Common Nighthawk on a tree 
branch in the park.  Then we passed a Lark Bunting 
on a roadside fence which turned out to be the only 
sighting of the trip.  At this point, it started raining 
and it was windy.  At James Kipp Recreational area, 
the weather conditions limited where we could bird.  
We did hear a Red-eyed Vireo but we had to pass on 
the Field Sparrow.  However, we did find a Green-
tailed Towhee at the start of the auto tour.  I had 
several locations to look for Burrowing Owls but the 
rain made the dirt roads risky so didn't even attempt 
to look.  I found out later that Malta received two 
inches of rain and Zootman received six inches of 
rain.  We had dinner under the covered picnic area 
in Trafton Park.  We looked for the Sedge Wren and 
Nelson's Sparrow at Bowdoin after dinner without 
success.  Half of the group stayed in motels and the 
other half camped in the park. 
 
It continued to rain on Saturday.  On the drive to 
Bowdoin, we did find a Baltimore Oriole and a Great 
Horned Owl with young.  At Bowdoin, there were 
lots of Eared Grebes, a good variety of ducks, and 
Grasshopper and Savannah Sparrows.  Shorebirds 
included Marbled Godwit, Willet, American Avocet, 
Black-necked Stilt, Wilson's Phalarope, and Killdeer.  
Other birds included a Sharp-tailed Grouse, a Brown 
Thrasher and a Long-eared Owl.  We then traveled 
to Nelson's Reservoir where we found a couple of 
Baltimore Orioles, and then to Cree Crossing where 

we found more Baltimore Orioles.  We had an early 
dinner and went back to Bowdoin as the rain finally 
stopped and the wind slowed down.  The improved 
birding conditions resulted in a Baird's Sparrow and 
a Sedge Wren.  We also got a scope view of the wren 
and a Black-crowned Night-Heron.  That evening, 
three of the campers in Trafton found a family of 
Eastern Screech-Owls. Even though it was dark, we 
were able to see the owls fly, and the author was 
able to get a flashlight on one of the owls. 
 
On Sunday, the group broke up with four people 
heading directly to Missoula and four going back to 
Bowdoin for one more look for the Nelson's 
Sparrow.  The birders did not see the sparrow, but 
they had Yellow-breasted Chats at the Loma Bridge.  
Steve Flood recorded 97 species for the trip. 
 
July 4th–7th:  Fifteen 
people assembled at 
the Chewing Black 
Bones Campground on 
July 4th for the 4-day 
campout to Glacier 
Park.  The participants 
included Robert & 

Sherrill Harkin, Jil 
Hollinger, Rose Stoudt, 
Anne Stone, Andrea & Don Stierle, Cathy Nolan, 
Wenfei Tong, Scott & Jennifer Kleuver, Fred 
Westereng, Carla Abrams, Jill Davies, and the author.  
The campground was nearly full as a result of the 
Blackfoot Pow Wow that was held on July 3rd.  After 
a dinner of chicken fajitas, we birded around the 
campground. In addition to a very vocal pair of 
Common Loons, we found Veery, White-crowned 
Sparrow, and Northern Waterthrush.  After surviving 
the evening fireworks, the group carpooled to Many 
Glacier on Friday for the hike into Grinnell Lake.  The 
birding was slow in the beginning but picked up 
when we reached the middle of Lake Josephine.  It 
started with a Fox Sparrow and a Willow Flycatcher 
and then we got super looks at a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet and its ruby crown.  Also scope views of a 
male Rufous Hummingbird. A 3-toed Woodpecker  

was seen by two participants at the upper end of 
Lake Josephine. There were Yellow Warblers, 
Common Yellowthroats and Northern 
Waterthrushes in the willows. Then it was singing 

Rufous Hummingbird 
Photo by Don Stierle 
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Varied Thrushes and Pacific Wrens.  At the lake, we 
spotted seven big horned sheep and four mountain 
goats on the mountain side across the lake.  After 
the hike, I dropped Carla off at the Many Glacier 
Hotel and several of us hiked the trail west of the 
hotel looking for a Boreal Chickadee cavity without 
success. However, we did see a grizzly bear foraging 
on a hillside across Swiftcurrent Lake.  When we 
returned to the hotel, Carla pointed out a grizzly 
bear which we watched through the scope as it fed 
just up from the road. It later crossed the road. 
 
We broke camp on Saturday morning and birded a 4-
mile loop on the Red Eagle Lake Trail.  At the 
beginning of the trail, there was a male 3-toed 
Woodpecker that everyone got a good look at.  We 
found several Red-napped Sapsucker cavities by 
hearing the young calling for food.  Birds along this 
trail included Chipping Sparrows, Dusky Flycatchers, 
Western Wood-Pewees, Mountain Chickadees, and a 
female Bufflehead with 9 ducklings.   We also saw a 
bull moose with small antlers that ended up at the 
beaver pond.  A Clay-colored Sparrow was found 
near the parking lot.  After lunch, we drove the Sun 
Road to the west side of the park.  Between the St 
Mary and Rising Sun Campgrounds, we saw four 
separate bears in the meadows by the road; three 
grizzlies and one black bear.  People were stopping 
in the middle of the road and the Park Rangers were 
having a fit.  Once we got to the west side, we went 
to McGee Meadow, and some of us tramped around 
in the fen.  Birds in and around the fen included 
Wilson's Snipe, Common Yellowthroat, Lincoln's 
Sparrow, Cedar Waxwings, Western Tanager, and 
Yellow-rumped Warblers.  We camped at Glacier 
Campground which is just outside of the Park.  We 
reviewed the bird sightings around the campfires in 
the evenings.  At the third campfire, Scott shared a 
bird that he had recorded on his list; a Chicken 
Sparrow.  During the hikes, he would record the 
birds that people were identifying.  When some said 
a Chipping Sparrow, Scott heard Chicken Sparrow.  
We all got a good laugh. 
 
Jil and the Kleuvers left the group Sunday morning, 
and the rest hiked into Howe Lakes.  We did not find 
a Northern Hawk Owl, but we did find Wilson's 
Warbler, Brown Creeper, American Redstart, Olive-
sided Flycatcher, and Ring-necked ducks. A short 

hike into Christenson's Meadow produced the best 
bird of the trip, a LeConte's Sparrow, and everyone 
got a look. Several people said the bird reminded 
them of a chipmunk.  We ended up with 86 species 
for the trip.  And the plant people really enjoyed the 
flowers, especially on the Red Eagle Lake hike. 
 
August 2nd: The field trip to the Deer Lodge Valley 
was organized by Will McDowell and the Clark Fork 
Coalition. It involved mist netting by the Bird Ecology 
Lab, a PowerPoint presentation on the cleanup of 
the upper Clark Fork River and looking for shorebirds 
with Nate Kohler. The Five Valleys participants 
arrived at the banding site at 7:45 am and were able 
to observe the first birds being processed.  We spent 
2.5 hours at the banding site and watched the 
processing of 15 birds. The birds included Orange-
crowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler (3), Common 
Yellowthroat, Clay-colored Sparrow, Wilson's 
Warbler, Savannah Sparrow, Black-capped 
Chickadee (4), and Willow Flycatcher (3).  Two of the 
Willow Flycatchers had been banded last year. 
 
The group, which included several people other than 
Five Valleys, had lunch at the Clark Fork Coalition’s 
ranch house, while Will explained the cleanup efforts 
on the upper Clark Fork River. The section from 
Silver Bow Creek to Garrison is only 18% complete 
and will take another 20 years to finish. 
 
Then we went birding with Nate Kohler. Starting 
with the Warm Springs Ponds, we had 3 Greater 
Yellowlegs, three Lesser Yellowlegs, two American 
Avocets, four Semipalmated Sandpipers, a Spotted 
Sandpiper, and numerous Killdeer.  The Job Corps 
Ponds had an even better variety of shorebirds.  I 
estimated 15 Greater Yellowlegs, 20 Lesser 
Yellowlegs, 12 Wilson's Phalarope, four Spotted 
Sandpipers, two Baird's 
Sandpipers, one Marbled 
Godwit, and several 
Killdeer. We also got 
spectacular looks at both 
Virginia Rail and Sora with 
black juveniles. Other 
noteworthy birds 
included Ferruginous, 
Swainson's and Red-tailed 
Hawks, and Osprey.  

Beargrass  
Photo by Don Stierle 
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Open Cross Ranch Field Trip 
By Jim Brown 
 
Our birding trip to the Open Cross Ranch was 
exciting not only for the birding but to see and 
experience the landscape of a large working ranch. 
Here native prairie, areas of conifers and grasslands 
and riparian habitats provide homes for a diversity 
of bird species. We rendezvoused at the school 
house in Hall, MT where we met Gayla Skaw, the 
ranch owner. She explained how her family had 
ranched the area since homestead days and they 
wanted to protect the ranching landscape from 
development. Recently, Gayla and her family placed 
a conservation easement on their 5,000 acre ranch 
to assure that their conservation values and ranching 
way of life will be protected for future generations. 
 
We began birding the extensive native prairie where 
a number of Long-billed Curlews were observed 
including one small young curlew. Horned Larks, 
Western Meadowlarks and Vesper Sparrows were 
seen throughout the grassland. Soon eyeballs were 
fixed downward as everyone enjoyed walking about 
and seeing the native prairie plants including many 
flowering forbs. A conversation with Gayla about 
management of their grasslands and operation of 
the large ranch was an added treat. 
 
We slowly made our way into more rolling country 
where grasslands joined the conifers. A pair of 
Prairie Falcons provided good views for some of our 
group. Then we were challenged by a washed out 
road, which took some careful driving but all nine 
vehicles managed to get through it ok. Along this 
stretch a narrow riparian area with lush shrub cover 

provided views of Warbling Vireo, Hammond's 
Flycatcher, Gray Catbird and Yellow Warbler. Further 
on we hiked the road along the South Fork of Willow 
Creek and observed MacGillivray's Warbler, Dusky 
Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, American Goldfinch, 
American Redstart and Red-tailed Hawk. A highlight 
was watching a Dusky Flycatcher build a nest on a 
low hanging aspen branch. Golden Eagle, Lincoln's 
Sparrow and Common Nighthawks were also 
observed here. Later, some of our group went on to 
the nearby Willow Creek Reservoir and enjoyed 
watching a Common Merganser lead her 9 small 
ducklings away from us. In all we observed 50 
species on our visit to the Open Cross Ranch. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Western Meadowlark 
Photo by Brian Sullivan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dusky Flycatcher 
Photo by Stoddard & Ellen 
Davenport 
 

 

 

  

Important Message from our  
Membership Chair, Poody McLaughlin 

 
Since the spring, National Audubon has been correcting problems with their membership database. I’ve 
worked to follow their member changes and trust that your membership data is current and correct. If not, 
please contact me and I will inform National. 
 
Five Valleys Audubon greatly appreciates those of you who renewed your memberships this summer. We 
encourage members to receive newsletters via email (to conserve resources and our expenses), which is the 
default mailing option if provided by new members. If you want to change how your newsletter is delivered or 
have any changes to your mailing preferences, please contact me, Membership Chair, Poody McLaughlin, at 
pmcregan@bresnan.net 
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Welcome New Members:  

 
Collin Bangs Carl Basner Mary Ann Bigelow  
Carol Brett Jan Brocci Becky Broeder  
Terry Cavin Leona B. Crichton Jill Dahl  
Benjamin Deeble Rita Docken John Duffield 
Sharon Engh Nancy Gibson Lora Hall   
Warren Healey Jerry Kaiserman Judith M. Kiely  
Scott & Jennifer Kluever David Marsolek Helene Michael  
Susan J. Muralt Pamela Murphy Nancy Paul 
John Porterfield Tami Ritt Bob & Cindy Rivey  
June Siple Ellie Sippel Amanda Smith  
Elizabeth Stevenson Charles Teague William Towle  
Kevin Wagner Fred Westereng Ray Willms 
Phyllis Wight Amy Zanzig 
 
  
 

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. Any method ensures that you will receive our Birding Observer 
newsletter and may participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  
FVAS is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  
 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website: fvaudubon.org/join 

 

 

$_______$15 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via email. 
 
 
$_______$25 FVAS membership only, includes newsletter sent via USPS.        
 
 
$_______ General Fund, use as needed for conservation, field trips,  
                   education and outreach. 
 
$_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 
 
 

$_______ Legacy Fund, creating and supporting local urban bird  
                   habitats for citizen enjoyment without leaving the city.  
 
$________Total contribution 
 
 
_________ Volunteer - Please contact me. I would like to know  
                     more about how I may help birds and FVAS. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS).  FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to 
renew a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: fvaudubon.org/nas. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership.  All NAS members become members of FVAS.  A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA handles statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising.  
To assist in this important statewide work you may contact MTA through their website: http://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization.  Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

 

 

http://fvaudubon.org/join
https://action.audubon.org/donate/chapter-membership?chapter=N53
http://mtaudubon.org/
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