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Calendar 
 
* Wednesday, January 3rd, 6:00-7:45pm: The board 
meeting will be held in the Blackfoot Room of the 
Missoula Public Library. 
* Monday, January 8th, 7:00pm: Attend our January 
program meeting to learn about the history and natural 
diversity of Milltown State Park. Details below.  
* Sunday, January 14th, 9:00-11:00am: Town Bound 
Birding - Join Five Valleys Audubon as we explore Tower 
Street Open Space, searching for Wintering bird species 
along the Clark Fork River. Dress for the weather, trails 
will likely be icy so please consider bringing traction 
devices for walking. 
* Saturday, January 20th, 10:00am:  Beginning Bird 
Walk at the Lee Metcalf NWR.  Meet the field trip 
leader at the Visitor’s Center and expect two miles of 
level hiking. 
 

Milltown State Park  
 
Please join us for our annual joint meeting with the 
Native Plant Society on Monday, January 8, 2024, at 7:00 
PM when we will welcome our speakers, Michael 
Kustudia and Jess Martin, to give a presentation on 
Milltown State Park.   
 
 Situated at the historic confluence of the Blackfoot and 
Clark Fork rivers, Milltown State Park is the outgrowth of 
a major environmental Superfund cleanup and river 

restoration effort. 
Join Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks 
staff Michael 
Kustudia and Jess 
Martin as they 
discuss the site’s 
rich history and 
diverse landscape. 

Their presentation will cover the amazing story of a 
river’s recovery, the role native vegetation plays, and will 
highlight opportunities in the 635-acre park for 
botanizing and birding. 
 
Michael Kustudia is the recreation manager for the 
Hellgate District for Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. A 
graduate of the University of Montana, Michael has 
worked in journalism, nonprofit management, ecological 
restoration, and outdoor recreation. He served in the 
Peace Corps in the Dominican Republic and the 
Philippines. Born in Germany and raised in California, 
Michael has spent his adult life in western Montana 
where his family roots date back to the early 1880s. He 
has been with FWP since 2010.  
 
Jess Martin is a Louisiana native but moved west to 
attend Western Washington University. Jess graduated 
with a degree in Geography, a minor in Environmental 
Science, and a certificate in GIS (Geographic Information 
System). Shortly after graduation, Jess moved to 
Montana to be an AmeriCorps member at Milltown State 
Park where she remained for two years before leaving to 
be an environmental educator in California and an 
Interpretive Park Ranger for Yellowstone National Park. 
Jess returned to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks in 
December 2022 in her current role as Recreation Ranger 
for the Hellgate District. She also volunteers for Raptor 
View Research Institute. 
 
The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building (ISB) on the University 
of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end 
of campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and 
Mansfield avenues. Because our membership is largely 
comprised of older adults, masks are encouraged, but 
not required by the university. You also have the option 
of watching the meeting over the zoom link listed below. 
 
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/99861399608   

https://umontana.zoom.us/j/99861399608
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Peeps From the Board:  
A Toast 
By William Boggs 
 
I expect many of us celebrate 
New Year’s Eve by remembering 
and re-embracing our best 
birdwatching moments of the 
past year. Beginning the new by 
rehearsing the old: what could 
be a better augury of what’s to 
come? 
 
So here we are, fellow bird-
enthusiasts, entering another year. Ghosts of 2023 rise 
and be seen! 
 
There… that Lazuli Bunting, perched on a bare branch on 
a treetop in bright sunlight, below you, just twenty feet 
away, as you stand concealed in a ridgetop ditch on the 
last mile of your Jette Ranch bird survey. It didn’t move 
for a full minute. You never saw its colors so well.  
 
In late October, scores of Brown Pelicans off the Oregon 
coast, flying high in fancy fluid formations, flying low in 
elegant single-file parade in the hollows of the waves, 
plunge-diving in wild arcs in all directions out at sea. 
Swimming in circles, looking quaintly wise and ancient. 
Hurray! They’re back again!  
 
And the Black Oystercatchers climbing gingerly down the 
black barnacle-covered rocks, their cries easily heard 
above the roaring surf, their bright orange bills shining as 
the broken waves float in great silver droplets above 
them. So good to see them again!  
 
In late May, of course, the Bobolinks, returned from 
Argentina to their special Bass Creek hayfield, where 
they and so many generations back were born. Is there 
anything better than their rich golden hoods, their bright 
eyes, their perky postures on fenceposts, their loud, 
intricate, never-ending songs? May they always return!  
 
And in April, the Mission Valley Short-eared Owls, the 
courting one clapping its wings beneath it in its 
indefatigable dives, while its intended whispers the 
softest “whoo” from the tall gold grass. May they do this 
every spring!  
 
And what about that bird whose persistent robin-like 
catbird-like song you don’t quite recognize as you stalk it 
among the creekside bushes at Clearwater Junction? It 

sings, it hides, it sings, it stirs the 
concealing leaves, you see a shadowy blur 
of motion here, then there. Will it elude 
you? Probably… No! There it is, suddenly 
on a flowery bough in the open, right next 
to your face: a perfect Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak! One of the best you’ve seen. 
The only one you’ve ever seen in Western 
Montana. Nice conjunction-bird and me!  
 
And that pair of Varied Thrushes foraging 
in the leaves under a canopy of rose 
bushes in Woods Gulch, in early 
November. You thought they were Robins 
at first, but they were not. Much more 

exotic! Late migrants spotted in the nick of time – the 
only ones you’ll see this year!  
 
At Bowdoin in June, after admiring the large pond 
crowded with mature and young Black-necked Stilts 
wading and dipping; avocets tiptoeing around; Forster’s 
Terns flashing silver and white; Eared Grebes smoothly 
diving; White-faced Ibises bending down in the rushes; 
and Willets repeating over and over their four-note song 
as they fly in tight circles over the marsh. You drive 
another mile and come upon several Lark Buntings 
singing on territory, in a row of low bushes. Singing like 
this, they fly straight up, singing as they rise, then further 
sing as they glide on stiff wings in a long curve back down, 
land in their bush, gather themselves – and do it again. 
And again. Sing straight up, then sing down. While the 
good-looking many-streaked females wait by the road.  
 
In June as well, having missed the Long-billed Curlews 
thrice on the road from Ovando, despite searching and 
searching the grass, we thought to give up, but then 
turned off the highway again toward the tiny town late 
in the afternoon, went on through, made one more pass 
along the fields, heard a call, stopped – and then a 
Curlew came, flying fast 
across the grass, right at us, 
right over the hood, 
uttering its wild call, as 
though to say, “I must be a 
part of your 2023.” 
 
Thanks birds. I lift my glass. 
It’s been a good year! 
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Field Trip Summary  
By Larry Weeks  
 

Sunday, December 3rd:  
The snowfall in 
Missoula the night 
before the field trip to 
the Mission Valley was 
a little intimidating and 
kept some people at 
home.  Only seven 
people braved the 
elements and 
participated.  And to 
everyone’s surprise, 

there was no snow on the ground in Arlee, and it 
continued to be snow-free all the way to Polson.  The 
temperature was 37 degrees and there was no wind.  The 
conditions stayed that way until a light rain later in the 
afternoon.  After a pit stop at the Cenex in Ronan, we 
drove east on Little Marten Road and encountered Red-
tailed and Rough-legged Hawks, Bald Eagles, and several 
rooster Ring-necked Pheasants.  Andrea Stierle heard a 
Western Meadowlark, and then we saw two 
meadowlarks on Hughes Road.  We worked our way to 
Kaiser Road where we had two Great Horned Owls in a 
stand of cottonwoods.  On Carbine Road, there were lots 
of Rough-legged Hawks and more Bald Eagles.  Stassoo 
Road was quiet and then we visited the Town Pump in 
Polson for a pit stop.  The habitat behind the Town Pump 
yielded a Blue Jay. Dak-eyed Juncos, Black-capped 
Chickadees, and a Red-breasted Nuthatch.  The Eli Gap 
Road had a high concentration of raptors.  We started 
seeing American Kestrels on Valley View Road along with 
a single Great Horned Owl and a pair of Great Horned 
Owls at consecutive homesteads.  Just before we 
reached Round Butte Road, we had a Ferruginous Hawk 
which was the best bird of the day.  At the beginning of 
Moiese Valley Road, there were two more Great Horned 
Owls on the same branch, and then a Prairie Falcon.  
More kestrels, a Northern Shrike, a flock of 27 Wild 
Turkeys, and a very large flock of Red-winged Blackbirds.  
The trip ended at a Wildlife Management Area near 
Mission Creek with a Belted Kingfisher, a Townsend 
Solitaire, a Downy Woodpecker, high flying Mallards, a 
Green-winged Teal, and five Trumpeter Swans.  During 
the field trip, we had five Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawks.  We 
observed 36 species, and there was a total of 95 raptors.

Looking Ahead 

2024 Field Trip Schedule 
 
Saturday, February 24th, 8am: Thomas Kallmeyer will 
lead a trip to the Mission Valley.  
 
Saturday, March 23rd, 8am: William Boggs will lead a 
trip to Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge. 

 
Saturday, April 6th, 4pm: Larry 
Weeks will lead a trip to 
Ninepipes National Wildlife 
Refuge to look for Short-eared 
Owls. 
 
Saturday, April 27th, 8am: Jim 
Brown will lead a trip to 
Brown’s Lake.  
 
Saturday, May 25th, 8am: Larry 
Weeks will lead a trip to Bandy Ranch.  

 
Saturday, June 1st, 8am: William Boggs will lead a trip 
to Larry Creek to look for Bobolinks.  
 
June 8th – 9th: Larry Weeks will 
lead a two-day trip to Freezout 
and Benton Lake.  
 
June 11th – 14th: Larry will lead 
a multi-day trip to Bowdoin.  
 
July 8th – 10th: Andrea Stierle 
and Jean Duncan may lead the 

annual trip to Glacier National 
Park. (*This field trip is pending until the availability of 
vehicle passes and campsites are confirmed.)  
 
Saturday, August 24th, 7am: Larry Weeks will lead a 
trip to Freezout or Ray Creek.  
 
Sunday, September 15th, 8am: Rose Leach will lead a 
trip to the Pablo Reservoir.  
 
Sunday, October 26th, 9am: Andrea Stierle and Margo 
Stoney will lead a trip to Brown’s Lake.  
 
Sunday, December 1st, 8am: Thomas Kallmeyer will 

lead a trip to the Mission Valley.  

Short-eared Owl 
photo by Gary Swant 

Bobolink 
Photo by Terry Sohl 

Rough-legged Hawk 
Photo by Silfox 
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Remembering Past Members  
By Jim Brown 
 

Our Chapter has lost 
three long time active 
Audubon members. 
Suzann Stickney passed 
away several years ago 
and her husband Peter 
and Shirley Holden this 
year. Suzanne served on 
our Board of Directors 
going back into the 
1980's. She was Chapter 
treasurer for 15 years 
and was the key fund 
raiser for many years. 
Every two years or so 
The Stickney yard was 

the site of a Chapter rummage sale that took a lot of 
organizing. Sunflower seed sales was another money 
maker. Anyone in need of sunflower seeds could call 
Suzann whose garage was a bird seed warehouse. Once 
a year she ordered half a semi-truck of 50 bags of 
sunflower seeds that completely filled her garage. Many 
bags were quickly sold to loyal customers, but a small 
supply remained throughout the year. Mice were an 
ongoing challenge that Peter tried to keep under control 
with his trap line. Peter was a native plant authority and 
ecologist. Occasionally, he and I would go 
birding/botanizing together; he looked down and I 
looked up, which even amused us as we searched for 
birds and plants. The Stickney family were generous 
supporters of Five Valleys Audubon and left us with a 
significant donation. 
 
Shirley, like Suzann was an ardent birder both at home in 
her yard and in the field. Shirley was the Chapter archivist 
for at least 40 years and kept several boxes of Chapter 
records (in those day records were on paper) stored in 
her bedroom closet. Luckily for her closet, paper records 
became a thing of the past as the digital era took hold. 
For many years Shirley and Suzann were solely 
responsible for getting the newsletter printed, 
addressed, and folded for the mail. They met monthly, 
enjoyed kibitzing about this and that while providing an 
essential service to the Chapter. They are gone but 
certainly not forgotten.  
 

  

 

Winter 
By Barbara Vance 

 
 

When the geese are flying south 
And the sky is grey, my dears, 
Close your eyes, and lift your nose; 
Listen with your careful ears. 
 
Feel the winter coming on, 
Hear it in the crackling trees; 
Note the crisping, quivering wind 
Sharply snapping at their leaves. 
 
Feel it on the windowpanes – 
Chilly glass on fingertips – 

Mark the biting of the air, 
Heated breath on numbing lips. 
 
See it in the early eves, 
In the glowing sunset where 
Shadows of the naked trees 
Rattle in the biting air. 
 
Watch the nuthatch and the wren; 
They know it is time once more 
To abandon careful nests, 
As they’ve done each year before. 
 
Let it rest upon your face, 
Let it reach and pull you in. 
See how pretty nature is 
When she ushers winter in. 
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Welcome New Members   
             💗 

Christine Rosenbaum  As the sun rises 

Jacki Seaver  on a new year, 
Philip Smart  may your heart 

Clifford Smith  be filled with  

DeeAnn Smith-Kreitzberg hope.  
Norman and Cathy Smyers           💗 
Jory Biddick  
        

Please sign up for emailed newsletters! 
 

If you subscribed through National Audubon, we may not have your email address. To receive our newsletter and other bird 
news by email, and to help save trees and reduce expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer, Jean Duncan at 
treasurer@FVAudubon.org  or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@tarns.net.     

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society Membership Application 
 
Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and 
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  FVAS is 
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  

 
Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 

Or donate on our website:  https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/ 
 

 
$_______$15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email.  $_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.  

 

$_______$25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS.  $________Total contribution 
 

$_______Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email.  

         _________ I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me. 

$_______ Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)  

 work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care 

 for birds, and education on birds and birding.    _______________________________________________________ 

       

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________  

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us!  
 
Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew 
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To 
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

mailto:treasurer@FVAudubon.org
mailto:thomas@tarns.net
https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/
https://act.audubon.org/a/join
https://mtaudubon.org/
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