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We are writing to support acquisition of funding for conservation easements on the 
Gravely-Warm Springs properties. Our Audubon Chapter has conducted bird surveys on 
nearby similar properties and have observed an impressive diversity of bird species that 
we are sure exist in the Gravely Ranch area as well. The wide variety of habitat niches 
occurring here include short grass prairie dissected by brushy riparian draws that become 
bordered by conifer patches on the north exposures as elevation increases; mixed conifers 
with stringers and patches of aspen; and significant riparian niches along two permanent 
streams. These varied habitats support a diversity of birds including a number of species 
of conservation concern at the State or National level, which we would expect to include 
Golden Eagle, Northern Goshawk, Williamson's Sapsucker, Red-naped Sapsucker, 
Green-tailed Towhee, Brewer's Sparrow and Cassin's Finch. Importantly, this area 
supports breeding populations of a number of migrant songbirds including warblers, 
vireos and wrens that nationwide are known to be in serious decline.

This large undeveloped ranch area also provides connectivity between the mountains to 
south including the Yellowstone ecosystem and the Northern Continental Divide 
ecosystem. We believe that this area has significant wildlife values and certainly merits 
protection by establishing conservation easements.

Sincerely, 

Rose Leach
Chapter President


