Lemm Property Notes October 14, 2011
Jim Brown

The Lemm property is a unique place in the Missoula Valley due to the vegetation and wildlife
found here. The rolling clay hills formed from rock flour deposited in Glacial Lake Missoula
support a native grassland dissected by brushy draws. From the property the scenic view of the
Missoula Valley where Glacial Lake Missoula can be visualized is impressive. This area was long
known to Salish people for its abundance of bitterroots and today is still considered to have ancient
traditional importance. Bitterroot remains abundant in the grassland along with several species of
native grasses and scattered gray and green rabbitbrush. The woody draws are primarily comprised
of Douglas hawthorn, chokecherry, serviceberry and snowberry.

The combination of woody draws and native grassland provides important habitat for birds and
other wildlife. The area is especially significant for raptors and several species of neotropic
songbirds. Raptors occurring regularly include Red-tailed Hawk, Swainson's Hawk, American
Kestrel, Northern Harrier, Rough-legged Hawk, Long-eared Owl and Great Horned Owl. Voles
dependent on grasslands are a major food source that attracts raptors to the area. The brushy draws
provide roosting and nesting cover for some species.

A keystone species for the area is the Long-eared Owl, which breeds and winters on the property
often in substantial numbers. Denver Holt with the Ninepipe Owl Research Institute has conducted
research here on these owls for the past 25 or more years, which is the longest continuous study of
Long-eared Owls anywhere in the world. His educational field trips conducted here have
enlightened many people about the lives of owls. More Long-eared Owls are consistently found on
the Missoula Christmas Bird Count than on any of the approximately 2,000 counts conducted
throughout the United States as part of the National Audubon Society (NAS) Christmas Bird Count
Program.

Another raptor of considerable significance that has nested on the Lemm property and forages here
regularly is the Swainson's Hawk, which is a NAS Watchlist species. This grassland dependent
species maintains a small population in the greater Missoula Valley. This is notable because few
Swainson's Hawks are known to nest west of the continental divide. The Short-eared Owl, another
grassland species on the NAS Watchlist has nested on this property but does not occur regularly.

Songbirds known to nest on the Lemm property according to breeding bird surveys conducted by
the Five Valleys Audubon Society over the past 8 years include Vesper Sparrow and Western
Meadowlark in the grasslands. The woody draws support significant numbers of Lazuli Bunting,
Clay-colored Sparrow, Yellow Warbler and Spotted Towhee. Other species occurring regularly
include Dusky Flycatcher, Warbling Vireo and Bullock's Oriole. Mammals found here include
cottontail rabbit, porcupine, red fox, badger, and white-tailed deer.

Because of the important wildlife values recreational use of the area would need to be managed in a
way to avoid disturbance that would significantly diminish the wildlife values. Providing designated
hiking areas and trails that avoid the draws would probably accomplish this. Restraining pet use on
the area would be advisable. Perhaps the most difficult disturbance to avoid would be to foraging
raptors.



