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(By CORA E. VAN DEUSEN) ;
IRDS of Missoula arriving from the
Sunny south Jlands in the spring
and those that linger through the

long winter months will find a sanc-
tuary there where they will not only be
Safe but where food also will be pro-
vided. At the foot of Mount Sentinel
on a corner of the university campus
IS the newly established sanctuary It|
has been named the “Elrod Sanctuary |
for Birds,” in honor of Dr. M. J. Elrod
who has done much for the proteotion
of bird life.

The sanctuary was established by the
Missoula Bird club in an effort to pro-
vide refuge for the birds of the com-
munity. Funds for
of the sanctuary will be raised by the
showing of the feature film, “The
Tempest,” which is brought to Missoula
by the bird club.

To provide an attractive place for the
birds a large variety of shrubs and
trees were planted in the area this
spring and fountains and cement bath-
ing pools will also be provided the
feathered guests. Fifty bird houses
were made and donated to the sanc-
tuary by the Missoula Boy Scouts. It
is hoped that in the future the entire
umversity campus may be designated
as a sanctuary.

That a sanctuary will be welcomed
by our feathered friends is evident
from the number that spend the winter
months here. Following is a list of
birds observed by the members of the
Missoula bird club during the winter.

These Winter in Montana
Brewer blackbird, magpie, flicker,
Rocky mountain pine grosbeak, evening
grosbeak, tree sparrow, Hungarian
partridge, Chinese pheasant, chickadee,
Rocky mountain creeper, mallard and
other species of ducks, Bohemian wax
wing, goldfinch, song sparrow, King
fisher, water ouzel, sharp shinned
hawk, red breasted nuthatch, hairy
woodpecker, downy woodpecker, Wilson
snipe and junco. Robins have also
been seen the winter mon
when the temperature was far below
zero. The beautiful wax wings are per-
haps the n numerous of any birds
: the winter here. A flock
_observed by Dr. Elrod in
the number of birds
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western robin, red-eyed vireo,
warbler, warbling vireo, Bullock
American redstart, downy w
western house wren, i
bird, tree swallow,
sparrow,
black headed

oriole,
oodpecker,
calliope humming
western whipping

grosbeak, catbird, moun-

Gallivray
long tailed chikadee. pine siskin, cedar
Waxwing, red sharted flicker and audu-
bon warbler. Woodcocks are said to

|be a rarity there, although one, it is

said, was seen in Greenough park.
Meadow Lark First

The meadow lark is the first to bring
the cheer of his song. He comes early
In March. The robin and the blue bird
and the house wren follow him with
their trilling notes. The vesper sparrow
is also listed among Missoula’s early
songsters. His song however is a faint
one and comes only at nesting time.

Western Montana has an interesting
sanctuary at Frenchtown that is pri-
vately owned. The Montana National
Bison reserve is also a bird refuge
where thousands of wild ducks find
refuge every autumn. Duck banding
there each year is an important part
of the warden’s duties and thousands
of ducks are banded each year in an
effort to study their habits and flight
routes. This banding, it is expected,
will result in much worth while infor-
mation concerning the wild ducks of
Montana., =

The Nine Pipe reservoir in Flathead
valley is also a bird refuge and is a
favorite nesting place for wild ducks
in the spring. However, during the
open season they are not protected at
the reservoir. The flood gates of the
reservoir are so controlled as not to
destroy the nesting places during the
hatching season. The spring flooding
formerly destroyed a large number of
young. Here the ducks build their
nests in the tall grass and weeds near
the water’s edge which affords shelter

ths | and insect food as well.

Some of the birds nesting at the
Nine Pipe reservoir are mallards, coots,
mergansers, widgeon, teal and avocot,
killdeer, common tern and sooty tern,
sandpipers and blackbirds. Whistling
swans have been observed nesting there
recently. The avocot, in danger of be-
coming exterminated, has here found a
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western wood pewee, cow bird, |

sparrow, willow thrush, Mac |
warbler, spotted sand piper, |

refuge to nest and rear its young. It|f
d aceful, long-necked wader and |!
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