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CALENDAR

Sunday, December 1°%: All-day
field trip to the Mission Valley to
look for raptors. Meet at 8 AM
on the West side of the UM
Adams Center parking lot or at
the Cenex gas station in Ronan
at 9 AM. This is a driving trip
with frequent stops to look for
birds. Be prepared for cold
temperatures and possible
precipitation.

Monday, December 2", 6:00-
7:45 PM: The board meeting will
be held in the Blackfoot Room of
the Missoula Public Library.

Monday, December 9%, 7 PM:
Thomas Kallmeyer will present,
Birding the Falklands, South
Georgia and the Antarctic
Peninsula, at our December
program meeting. See details to
the right.

Saturday, December 14t
Participate in the Missoula
Christmas Bird Count. See
details on page 2.

Saturday, December 21%, 10
AM: Beginning Bird Walk at the
Lee Metcalf NWR. Meet the field
trip leader at the Visitor’s Center
and expect two miles of level
hiking.

Thomas Kallmeyer Presents: Birding the Falklands,
South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula

Please join us at our final monthly chapter meeting on Monday, December 9,
2024, at 7:00 PM when Five Valleys Audubon’s own Thomas Kallmeyer will
transport us to distant lands with his talk: Birding the Falklands, South Georgia,
and the Antarctic Peninsula.

Join us as Thomas Kallmeyer shares his
experiences and photography from trips
to the Southern Ocean, the Falkland
Islands, South Georgia, and the
Southernmost continent in search of avian
species and Antarctic adventure. These
windswept islands and vast open waters
are home to a stunning array of iconic
birds including several species of
penguins, albatrosses, and caracaras.

King Penguins on South Georgia Island
Photo by Thomas Kallmeyer

Thomas is an FVAS board member and is lucky enough to have time to contribute
to the chapter in our mission to promote the conservation of natural resources
through our birding, education, and conservation activities. He has been
instrumental in redesigning our website where his photography prowess is on
full display, and he leads many of our field trips including the Town Bound Birding
series held at various birding hotspots right here in Missoula.

Thomas’ obsession with birds was realized when his partner, Katie Heath,
suggested that they make a list of the birds they saw on a morning walk. It didn’t
take long for the affliction to take hold, and a lifelong ambition to spend time
with birds was born. Over the last 14 years it’s taken him to some extraordinary
places on 6 of the seven continents, provided moments of awe and wonderment,
and forged lasting memories and relationships.

The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building
(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end of
campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. Though
not required by the university, FVAS honors the decision of those who wish to
wear a mask. You also have the option of watching the meeting over the zoom:
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95596581484
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Peeps from the Board
Confessions of a Bad Birder
By Jeffrey Ipsen

| am a bad birder. | always have

been. The problem is that | can’t

see the different species apart.

S ? When | go out, the most common
sighting is an LBJ (Little Brown

¢ Jobber). | can make out a female

Red-winged Blackbird to be about

ten different species, none of
which is Red-winged Blackbird. | can recognize a handful,
such as robins, both nuthatches, flickers with their white
rump patches, juncos with their white outer tail feathers
(though they’re not the only ones with white outer tail
feathers), and a few others. I'm hopeless with gulls,
shorebirds, most warblers, and most sparrows, and |
know I’'m not alone. Hawks in flight are a mystery to me,
unless it’s a Redtail with its tail back-lit. | can pick out
Turkey Vultures if they wobble enough. When | was in
Ireland, | got to see quite a few Jackdaws, Hooded Crows,
and European Robins. Or at least | thought | did. People
have tried to give me tips: “Look at the bill first”. | never
do. “Swifts look like a flying cigar”. Not to me. And | can’t
get anyone to tell me if it's a short, fat cigar or a long,
thin cigar. And “Trust general impression”. That one
really gets me in trouble. | was on a field trip once and
spotted a bird with a yellow(ish) breast. | blurted out that
| was looking at a Western Kingbird. People came back,
as | was near the end of the line and that would have
been a good bird. It was obvious what | was looking at
because | still had my binoculars trained on the bird.
Finally, someone asked: “Do you mean that Cedar
Waxwing?” “No, it’s ...” Just then | noticed the yellow tip
of its tail. For the rest of that field trip, Cedar Waxwings
were called out as Western Waxwings.

I’'m even worse at birding by ear. | have a tin ear. A Black-
capped Chickadee sounds exactly like a Mountain
Chickadee. The mechanical trill of a Chipping Sparrow
sounds just like that of a Dark-eyed Junco. As well as that
of Orange-crowned Warbler and Spotted Towhee. One
time, a group of us were looking at a Cassin’s Finch
singing from the top of a tree. | asked how they knew it
was a Cassin’s Finch and not a House Finch. “By its song.”
“Oh. Um. Right.” | can recognize a few of the easy ones,
but it’s a process sometimes. “I know that one. It's a
Flicker. No, | guess it’s a Magpie.” If | hear seven Yellow
Warblers in a row, | will be able to identify the eighth.
But it just might be a Yellow-rumped Warbler.

And | have no knack for binoculars. When | bring them
up, they’re never pointing at the right place. When | get
them on the bird, if it’s still there, | invariably turn the
focus knob the wrong way. | would need a warbler to sit
tight for about two minutes. I'm a little better with a
scope, especially if it’'s someone else’s and it’s already on
a bird. Even with a scope, | can scan a flock and not find
the bird that’s different.

Why do | continue to do something I’'m bad at? If | didn’t
bird, | wouldn’t have seen the pair of Ferruginous Hawks
feeding their young on a nest in Teton County. If | didn’t
bird, | wouldn’t have seen the Northern Hawk Owl in
Glacier being mobbed by smaller birds. If | didn’t bird, |
wouldn’t have seen seven House Sparrows trying to fit
into my birdbath at the same time. Or the Fox Sparrow
perched out in the open, displaying its resplendent rust-
brown tail. | wouldn’t be uplifted by birds.

Missoula Christmas Bird Count
By Larry Weeks

Calling all birders! The Missoula
Christmas Bird Count will be held on
Saturday, December 14'™. The Count
covers a 15-mile circular area, centered
at the intersection of 1-90 and Reserve
Street. Groups are assigned sections of the circle. If you
would like to join a team for the field count, contact Larry
Weeks at llikemontanabirds@gmail.com or (406) 540-
3063. If you're not interested in the field count, you can
also be a feeder watcher.

The day will end with a potluck dinner at the home of
Larry Weeks. If you would like to attend, please text Larry
at (406) 540-3064 to rsvp and request his address. Arrive
by 6:30 pm and bring a dish to share. The results of the
field count will be announced following the dinner. If you
have trouble finding a parking spot, you can park in the
Adams Center parking lot and walk to Larry’s house.

&
AUDUBON

Save the Date for the next
Wings Across the Big Sky Birding Festival
Missoula, May 30 — June 1, 2025.

Montana Audubon will co-host the festival with Five Valleys
Audubon Society to provide field trips, a riveting keynote
speaker, and engaging presentations. More details to come!



mailto:Ilikemontanabirds@gmail.com

Welcome New Members

William Kleinkopf Wilma Marchinek
Peter Stang Yin Zheng
Dennis McDonnell Philip Smart

Montana Audubon’s
Fall 2024 newsletter is here!

Click this link to read the latest updates:

MONTANA@
AUDUBON

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery. FVAS is

a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/

S $15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email.

S $25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS.

S Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email.

S Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection

work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care

for birds, and education on birds and birding.

S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.

S Total contribution

I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me.
(Please provide an email address below.)

Name: Phone:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-

time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an

independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To

assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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OFFICERS:

President, 2024-2027 Rose Leach
Vice President, 2023-2026 Jeffrey Ipsen
Secretary, 2024-2027 Andrea Stierle

president@fvaudubon.org or (406) 721-0779
vice_president@fvaudubon.org
secretary@fvaudubon.org

Treasurer, 2023-2026 Jean Duncan treasurer@fvaudubon.org

DIRECTORS:

2024-2027 William Boggs boggsandfoleylaw@gmail.com or (406) 274-3880
2024-2027 Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org

2023-2026 Jim Brown iim@fvaudubon.org

2023-2026 Margo Stoney margo@fvaudubon.org

2024-2027 Will McDowell will@fvaudubon.org

2024-2027 Susie Wall susie@fvaudubon.org

COMMITTEES:

Archivist Barbara Ross barbara@fvaudubon.org

Audubon Adventures
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Planning
Copy Editor

Education

Field Activities
Conservation

Larry Weeks
Larry Weeks

Gerhard Knudsen

Cathy Nolan
Larry Weeks
Larry Weeks
Jim Brown

larry@fvaudubon.org

larry@fvaudubon.org
gerhard@fvaudubon.org

cathy@fvaudubon.org

larry@fvaudubon.org
larry@fvaudubon.org

jim@fvaudubon.org

Important Bird Area Poody McLaughlin poody@fvaudubon.org
Membership Promotion  Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Newsletter Circulation Hedwig Vogel-Wright hedwig@fvaudubon.org

Newsletter Editor Beverly Orth bev@fvaudubon.org

PL Wright Endowment Andrea Stierle andrea@fvaudubon.org
Program Susie Wall susie@fvaudubon.org
Publicity & Website Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org

Social Media Vacant

University Liaison Chad Bishop chad@fvaudubon.org
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Montana Audubon
PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
(406) 443-3949
www.mtaudubon.org

Larry Berrin, Executive Director
lberrin@mtaudubon.org

Christian Meny, Director of Conservation
cmeny@mtaudubon.org

Emily Chilcoat, Audubon Center Director
echilcoat@mtaudubon.org

Peter Dudley, Policy & Conservation
Ranching Specialist
peter@mtaudubon.org

Boaz (Bo) Crees, Avian Specialist
bcrees@mtaudubon.org

Lauren Smith, Communications Specialist
lauren@mtaudubon.org

Mandi Hinman, Operations Manager,
mandi@mtaudubon.org

Bernie McHugh, Board President
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