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Introduction

Through the coordinated efforts of both amateurs and profes-
sionals, we have accumulated a wealth of knowledge about
the seasonal distribution and abundance of birds of western
Montana. Doug Bonham and Brian Cooper made the first
attempt to pull this information together into a single booklet
- a task they completed for credit as an undergraduate senior
project under the guidance of Dr. Philip Wright. Our current
knowledge has been summarized in this booklet for the geo-
graphic area that includes Missoula, Ravalli, Sanders, Lincoln,
Lake, Mineral, western Flathead, and northern Powell coun-
ties (see map, p.4.) We plan periodic updates as new informa-
tion becomes available, and you are welcome to contribute
ideas for additions or deletions. At this point in time, we have
recorded 315 species within west-central Montana, but there is
plenty of room for refinement of, or additions to, these
records. For example, we do not yet have a verified nesting
record for Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Times of arrival and depar-
ture can always be improved upon. Please send any informa-
tion to the Bird Record Committee, Five Valleys Audubon
Society, P.O. Box 8425, Missoula, Montana 59807.

Acknowledgments from the original (1979) edition
We had the great privilege of working with the late Ralph
Hand. His forty years of detailed bird records from Montana
formed the base for this guide. Dr. Philip Wright kept us
pointed in the right direction throughout our work. We re-
ceived invaluable help from Marcella Bishop, Sidney Frissell,
Richard Hutto, Loyal Mehrhoff, Dave Skarr, Virginia Vincent,
and Ralph Waldt.

Douglas M. Bonham
Brian A. Cooper
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Species Names

Recent biochemical and molecular research on the relation-
ships among bird species has prompted changes in the group-
ings of some bird species. A check-list committee of the
American Ornithologists' Union makes decisions about what
birds are grouped together into families and orders, and about
whether or not two types of birds constitute distinct species.
It is great that we are learning more about the taxonomic
relationships among bird species, but it is also unfortunate
that name changes are a necessary consequence of this ad-
vance in knowledge.

The common names of the bird species in this booklet, and
the order in which they appear, reflect the most recent deci-
sions of the AUO committee (published in the 1983 check-list
and as supplements in the Auk).

Habitat (H)

It is important to appreciate that all bird species do not occur
regularly in every habitat. Experienced bird watchers identify
birds largely on the basis of knowledge of the kinds of habitats
that each bird species uses. We have encoded the single most
commonly used habitat for each species next to its name. For
birds that use a wide variety of habitats, this becomes a mean-
ingless exercise, but the focus may still prove useful for the
uninitiated bird watcher.

1-rivers, ponds, reservoirs, lakes

2—-marshland, wet meadows

3—riparian (lakeside, streamside) vegetation
4--grassland, farmland, shrubsteppe

5—-open pine and fir forests

6—dense fir and spruce forests

7--alpine meadows and high-elevation forest edge
8--cities
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Map of area covered by this booklet
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Breeding Status (B)

A confirmed nesting record is indicated with a plus (+), while
a dash (-) means that there is no confirmed nest record at this
point in time.

Chance of Sighting

We have defined six categories of bird occurrence to give an
indication of the probability of spotting a bird species in the
habitat listed. Because occurrence varies not only with habi-
tat, but with time of year, we have tried to depict how the
occurrence of each bird species can be expected to change over
the course of a year.

Good Luck: will probably be detected on fewer
than 20% of your visits to a variety of locations
within appropriate habitats.

mmmmm Should See: will probably be detected on between
20% and 80% of your visits to a variety of locations
within the right habitat.

I Can't Miss: will be detected on more that 80% of
Kour visits to a variety of locations within the right
abitats.

Some species do not achieve the same likelihood of occurrence
every year. In some years, the species is present, and in others
it is nearly absent. The following dotted gray lines are used to
indicate that the species is either unlikely, likely, or extremely
likely to be observed in some years and absent in others.

e GOOd Luck in some years, but forget it in others.

mwsesse Should See in some years, but forget it in others.

2 Can't Miss in some years, but forget it in others.

Single records have been symbolized with a" ¢ " if the record
was substantiated with a museum specimen or a photograph,
and with a " o " if the record represents a visual observation
without documentation.
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Specles HB§E§§§§§§§S§§
GAVIIFORMES

Loons (Gaviidae)

Common Loon 1 + ~— E—
PODICIPEDIFORMES

Grebes (Podicipedidae)

Pied-billed Grebe 1+

Homed Grebe 1+

Red-necked Grebe 1+ AT TR

Eared Grebe 1+

Western Grebe 1+ ol i
Clark’s Grebe 1 - °

PELICANIFORMES
Pelicans (Pelicanidae)

American White Pelican 1

Cormorants
(Phalacrocoracidae)

Dbl-crested Cormorant 1

CICONIIFORMES
Bitterns and Herons
(Ardeidae)

American Bittemn 2
Great Blue Heron 1
Great Egret 1
Snowy Egret 1
Cattle Egret 4
Green-backed Heron 1
Blk-crowned Night-Heron 1
Ibises
(Threskiornithidae)

White-faced Ibis 1
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Specles

Jan

Feb

Mar
Ap
May

Jun
Jul

Aug

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

ANSERIFORMES

Swans, Geese, Ducks

(Anatidae)
Tundra Swan
Trumpeter Swan
Mute Swan

Gir White-fronted Goose

Snow Goose

Ross' Goose

Brant

Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Malard

Northem Pintail
Garganey
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Northemn Shoveler
Gadwall

Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Oldsquaw

Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
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ee 0 o




Specles H

Common Goldeneye 1
Barrow’s Goldeneye 1

Bufflehead 1
Hooded Merganser 1
Common Merganser 1
Red-breasted Merganser 1
Ruddy Duck 1

FALCONIFORMES
Vulitures (Cathartidae)

Turkey Vulture 5

Osprey, Eagles, Hawks
(Accipitridae)

Osprey 1
Bald Eagle

Northem Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk

-

Cooper’'s Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Swainson’s Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

& b A2 0 O 00N

Falcons (Falconidae)
American Kestrel 5

Meriin 6
Peregrine Falcon 1
Gyrfalcon 4
Prairie Falcon 4
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Specles Hgéﬁgégé—?ﬁggéég
GALLIFORMES
Partridges, Grouse, Turkey
(Phasianidae)
Gray Partridge 4 +
Chukar 5 +
Ring-necked Pheasant 4 +
Spruce Grouse 6 +
Blue Grouse 5 + %
White-tailed Ptarmigan 7 +
Ruffed Grouse 3 + W
Sharp-tailed Grouse 4 +
Wild Turkey 5 + M
GRUIFORMES
Rails, Coots (Rallidae)
Yellow Rail 2 s o
Virginia Rail 2 ¢ b
Sora 2+
Common Moorhen 2 - ©
American Coot 1 +

Cranes (Gruidae)
Sandhill Crane 2 +

CHARADRIIFORMES
Plovers (Charadriidae)

Black-bellied Plover 1 -
Lesser Golden-Plover 1 -
Semipaimated Plover 1 -
Kilideer £
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Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Specles H B
Stilts, Avocets

(Recurvirostridae)
Black-necked Stilt 1+
American Avocst 1 4+ —lo
Sandpipers, Phalaropes

(Scolopacidae)
Greater Yellowlegs . _—
vl 0 | B B ke o o
Solitary Sandpiper -1 -
Willet g = —_ o| o o
Spoted Sandpiper 1+ -~
Upland Sandpiper 4 + (]
Whimbrel 1 o= o|oo
Long-billed Curlew 4 +
Marbled Godwit L 00 | —
Ruddy Tumstone 1 - o oo
Red Knot 1. = o
Sanderling 1 - —
Semipalmated Sandpiper 1 - -
Waestemn Sandpiper T =~ o -
Least Sandpiper I -
White-rumped Sandpiper 1 - o
Baird's Sandpiper 1 - o +— --T
Pectoral Sandpiper s R oo
Dunlin 1 = S o| o
Stilt Sandpiper 1 - b k.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 1 -
Short-billed Dowitcher 1 - o
Long-billed Dowitcher 1 - — =
Common Snipe 2+ M
American Woodcock - o
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Jan
Feb
Mar
Ap
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Specles H

Wilson's Phalarope 1
Red-necked Phalarope 1
Red Phalarope 1

i 5 4l ke

Skuas, Gulls, Terns
(Laridae)

Long-tailed Jaeger 1 - ° ® 0
Frankiin's Gull ) B o|o
Bonaparte's Gull 1 -
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull 1
California Gull 1
Herring Gull 1 -
Thayer's Gull 1. -
Glaucous-winged Gull 1 - o
Glaucous Gull 1 - —
Black-legged Kittiwake 1 - -l '
Sabine's Gull 1 = oo
Caspian Tem 1

Common Tem 1

Forster's Tem 1
Black Temn 1

+ 4+ o+ o+
|

Auks, Murres, Puffins
(Alcidae)

Marbled Murrelet 1 - o
Ancient Murrelet | ° o

COLUMBIFORMES

Pigeons, Doves
(Columbidae)

Rock Dove 8 +
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Specles H

Jan

Feb
Mar

May
Jun
Jul

Aug
Sep

Nov
Dec

Band-tailed Pigeon 5
Mouming Dove 3

CUCULIFORMES
Cuckoos (Cuculidae)
Black-billed Cuckoo 3

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 3

STRIGIFORMES
Barn Owls (Tytonidae)
Bam Owi 4

Typical Owis (Strigidae)
Flammulated Owl
Western Screech-Owl
Great Homed Owl
Snowy Owl

Northern Hawk Owl
Northern Pygmy-Owl
Burrowing Owl

Barred Owl

Great Gray Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl

Boreal Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl

O O A O N O S O AW WO

CAPRIMULGIFORMES
Goatsuckers
(Caprimulgidae)
Common Nighthawk 5
Common Poorwill 4
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e e DN > o
jpoclas LB§§§&§5,3§§32°3
APODIFORMES

Swifts (Apodidae)

Black Swift 1

Vaux's Swift 8

White-throated Swift 5 +

Hummingbirds

(Trochilidae)

Blk-chinned Hummingbird 3  +

Anna’s Hummingbird 3 - oelo
Calliope Hummingbird 6 + e | ——

Brd-tailed Hummingbird 5 - o| o (]

Rufous Hummingbird 5

CORACIIFORMES

Kingfishers
(Alcidinidae)

Belted Kingfisher 1

PICIFORMES

Woodpeckers (Picidae)
Lewis’ Woodpecker 3
Red-headed Woodpecker 3
Red-naped Sapsucker 3
Wiliamson's Sapsucker 5
Downy Woodpecker 3
Hairy Woodpecker 6
Three-toed Woodpecker 6
Black-backed Woodpecker 6
Northem Flicker 5
Pileated Woodpecker 6

+ + + + o+ o+ o+ o+

o
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Jan
Feb
Mar
Ap
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Specles H B

PASSERIFORMES
Flycatchers (Tyrannidae)
Olive-sided Flycalcher 5
Westemn Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher
Hammond's Flycatcher
Dusky Flycatcher
Cordilleran Flycatcher
Say’s Phoebe
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Westem Kingbird
Eastem Kingbird
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

+ + + 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+

+ o+

W W AesE 00N L 0w W W

Larks (Alaudidae)
Homed Lark 4 +

Swallows (Hirundinidae)
Tree Swallow 3
Violet-green Swallow 3
N. Rough-winged Swallow 4
Bank Swallow 1
Cliff Swallow 1
Bam Swallow 4

+ + + + + o+

Jays, Magpies, Crows
(Corvidae)

Gray Jay

Steller’s Jay

Blue Jay

Pinyon Jay
Clark’s Nutcracker

+

o 00 o o o
.
(-]
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Specles H
Black-billed Magpie 4
American Crow 4
Common Raven

Chickadees (Paridae)

Black-capped Chickadee 3
Mountain Chickadee 6
Boreal Chickadee 6
Chestnut-bakd Chickadee 8

Nuthatches (Sittidae)
Red-breasted Nuthatch 6

White-breasted Nuthatch 3
Pygmy Nuthatch 5

Creepers (Certhiidae)
Brown Creeper 6

Wrens (Troglodytidae)
Rock Wren

Canyon Wren
House Wren
Winter Wren
Marsh Wren

N WWwoon»m

Dippers (Cinclidae)
American Dipper 1

Old World Warblers,
Thrushes (Muscicapidae)
Golden-crowned Kinglet 6
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 6
Western Bluebird 4

+ + +

+ + 4+ o+ 4+

+
+

+
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Specles

o
w

Jan

Feb
Mar

Apr
May

Jun
Jul

Aug
Sep

Nov

Dec

Townsend's Solitaire
Veery

Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Varied Thrush

Mockingbirds, Thrashers

(Mimidae)
Gray Catbird
Northemn Mockingbird
Sage Thrasher
Brown Thrasher

Wagtails, Pipits
(Motacillidae)

American Pipit
Sprague’s Pipit
Waxwings
(Bombycillidae)
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing

Shrikes (Laniidae)
Northemn Shrike

Loggerhead Shrike

Starlings (Sturnidae)
European Starling

Vireos (Vireonidae)
Solitary Vireo
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Specles H

Jan

Feb
Mar

Ap
May

Jun
Jul

Aug

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Warbling Vireo 3
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo 3

w

Warblers, New World
Finches, Blackbirds
(Emberizidae)

Tennessee Warbler 3
Orange-crowned Warbler 5
Nashville Warbler 3
Northern Parula 3
Yellow Warbler 3
Chestnut-sided Warbler 3
Blk-throated Blue Warbler 3
Yellow-rumped Warbler S
Townsend's Warbler 6
Blackpoll Warbler 3
Black-and-white Warbler 3
American Redstart 3
Ovenbird 3
Northem Waterthrush 3
MacGillivray's Warbler 3
Common Yellowthroat 2
Wilson's Warbler 3
Painted Redstart 3
Yellow-breasted Chat 3
Scariet Tanager 3
Western Tanager 6
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 3
Black-headed Grosbeak 3
Lazuli Bunting 3
Indigo Bunting 3

+ + +

+ +
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Specles

Jan

Feb
Mar

Apr
May
Jun
Jul

Aug
Sep
Oct

Nov

Dec

Rufous-sided Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Brewer’s Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow

Lark Sparrow
Black-throated Sparrow
Sage Sparrow

Lark Bunting

Savannah Sparrow
Baird’s Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
LeConte's Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Harris’ Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Lapland Longspur
Snow Bunting

Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Brewer’s Blackbird
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Specles

Jan
Feb
Mar
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Northemn Oriole

Old World Finches
(Fringillidae)

Brambling

Rosy Finch

Pine Grosbeak
Purple Finch
Cassin's Finch
House Finch

Red Crossbill
White-winged Crossbill
Common Redpoil
Hoary Redpoll
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak

Old Worid Sparrows
(Passeridae)
House Sparrow

w

+ 4+
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