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 Plant and Wildlife Interactions in Montana 
______ 

 
Please join us as we kick off the new year at our annual joint meeting with the 
Clark Fork Chapter of the Montana Native Plant Society on Monday, January 13, 
2025, at 7:00 PM to hear our speaker, Dr. Tabitha Graves present her talk: Plant 
and Wildlife Interactions in Montana.  

 
Dr. Tabitha Graves will showcase studies 
of interactions among wildflower and 
wildlife communities including examples 
highlighting recent assessments of 
flowers, bees, birds, and bears. Suckley's 
bumblebee was just listed as 
endangered and is one of many wildlife 
species fueled by flowers. This talk will 
share information on basic biology of 
bumble bees with some information 
about the Western bumble bee, whose 
nests are parasitized by Suckley’s 

bumble bee. In particular, the talk will focus on recent research providing context 
on flowers used by bumblebees in Montana and case studies highlighting floral 
use by multiple other wildlife species.  
 
Tabitha Graves is a Supervisory Research Ecologist for the U.S. Geological Survey 
at the Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center and is stationed in Glacier 
National Park. She has over 24 years of experience studying grizzly bears, bighorn 
sheep, and elk, as well as the development of novel and integrated analyses of 
habitat use, connectivity, migration, and genetics. Current projects include 
studies of pollinators, mountain goats, chronic wasting disease, and mule deer.  
Dr. Graves holds a Master’s of Science in Wildlife Biology from the University of 
Montana and obtained her PhD through Northern Arizona University with a 
dissertation on spatial ecology of grizzly bears in northwestern Montana and 
estimating resistance to gene flow.  
 
The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end of 
campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. Though 
not required by the university, FVAS honors the decision of those who wish to 
wear a mask. You also have the option of watching the meeting over the zoom:   
 

https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95892425907?pwd=jBtFz0tAhKDwce1PyMpqSxCcTbo50A.1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, January 6th, 6:00-7:45 
PM: The board meeting will be 
held in the Blackfoot Room of 
the Missoula Public Library. 
 
Saturday, January 11th, 9:00-
11:00 AM: Join us for Town 
Bound Birding at Maclay Flat, 
where we’ll make a casual 
circumnavigation of the area. 
Consider weather and snow 
when preparing and traction 
devices for walking as the trails 
can be icy.  
 
Monday, January 13th, 7 PM: Dr. 
Tabitha Graves will present her 
talk: Plant and Wildlife 
Interactions in Montana, at our 
January program meeting. See 
details to the right.  
 
Saturday, January 18th, 10 AM:  
Beginning Bird Walk at the Lee 
Metcalf NWR. Meet the field trip 
leader at the Visitor’s Center 
and expect two miles of level 
hiking. 
 

CALENDAR 

Western Bumblebee 
Photo by Kevin Schafer 

https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95892425907?pwd=jBtFz0tAhKDwce1PyMpqSxCcTbo50A.1


Peeps from the Board: Birding the Big Sky 
By Susie Wall 
 

I’ve spent years driving around 
Montana as a freelance writer 
while researching articles for 
numerous publications and 
when writing my book, 100 
Things to Do in Montana Before 
You Die. But even when a 
paycheck is not the end result, 

road-tripping across our amazing state with my husband 
Dave is by far my favorite activity. If I can combine that 
with birding, my second favorite activity, then I’m as 
happy as a pooped Snow Goose catching the first sight of 
Freezeout Lake during the spring migration.  
 
Here are just a few of my favorite places to go birding in 
Montana. I hope I can help you discover a new birding 
hotspot or at least inspire you to return to your own 
favorite locale.  
 
Makoshika State Park 
Montana’s largest state park lies at the far eastern part 
of the state just outside of Glendive and 40 miles from 
the North Dakota border. Eleven thousand acres of 
badlands encompass colorful craggy rock formations 
shaped by eons of wind and water, coulees choked with 
gnarled juniper bushes, and dusty hiking trails that lead 
into the roadless backcountry. If you think this sounds 
like the perfect place for Turkey Vultures, you would be 
correct. I revel in seeing these massive birds catching 
thermals to rise above the hoodoos sharing the air with 
Golden Eagles and Prairie Falcons. Closer to the ground, 
I watch for flashes of color among the dry sagebrush to 
find Mountain Bluebirds and Lazuli Buntings.  
 
Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge 
Located about an hour west of Kalispell among the Salish 
Mountains, Lost Trail was established to protect nesting 
habitat for migratory birds. It features over 8,000 acres 
of wetlands, riparian corridors, Palouse prairie, and 
forests dense with lodgepole pine and Douglas fir. As I 
pull onto the refuge, I always scan the waters of Dahl 
Lake for Wood Ducks and Greater Yellowlegs along the 
shore. The cacophony of sounds rivals the sights as I 
listen for the rattling calls of Sandhill Cranes and the 
winnowing of Wilson’s Snipe. If I’m lucky, I hear the 
haunting howls of resident wolves.  
 
Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
The road into this sprawling refuge begins just outside of 
Monida in extreme southwest Montana. Plan your visit 
for late spring and early summer to ensure top-notch 

bird sightings, and to best navigate the unpaved road, 
famous for its tire-swallowing potholes. My wealth of 
stellar sightings in this lonely high-elevation valley of the 
Centennial Mountains are too numerous to list, but 
highlights include White-faced Ibis gliding over the 
windswept waters of Upper Red Rock Lake, a majestic 
Trumpeter Swan tending to her fluffy cygnets under the 
cover of a reed-chocked shoreline, and Short-eared Owls 
hunting low over the vast sagebrush flats.   
 
Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge 
Spanning 15,550 acres of marsh, native mixed-grass 
prairie, and open water dotted with islands, Bowdoin is 
a birdwatcher’s paradise. I last visited on a blazing hot 
August day and still saw staggering numbers of 
waterfowl, songbirds, and shorebirds. To explore 
Bowdoin, I follow the 15-mile auto tour that begins at the 
refuge’s headquarters, about seven miles east of Malta 
just off the Hi-Line. This narrow gravel road takes me past 
Lake Bowdoin where I look for floating pods of American 
White Pelicans and Black-necked Stilts high-stepping 
along the bank. Sharp-tailed Grouse scurry into tall 
cattails swaying in the wind as I drive past while Western 
Meadowlarks sing in the distance.  
 

Mission Valley Field Trip Summary 
By Thomas Kallmeyer 
 
On Sunday, December 1st, 
some great birding was 
had by the 13 participants 
on the Mission Valley 
field trip. Temperatures 
were in the high 30's to 
low 40's, with little wind 
and mostly cloudy skies. 
Raptor numbers were 
low compared to 
previous trips, perhaps 
due to the mild weather 
and sparse snowpack at 
lower elevations. However, diversity was good with all 
expected species present. Rodent populations looked to 
be in good shape, with some sighted along the roadside 
and visible scat present. 
 
Highlights included several Great Horned Owls, two 
Prairie Falcons and a Ferruginous Hawk on back roads on 
the West side of the valley as well as an end of the day 
bonus of 47 Sandhill Cranes arriving and foraging in the 
Northeast corner of Ninepipe NWR. 
 
View the trip report on eBird: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/297580  

Great Horned Owl 
Photo by Thomas Kallmeyer 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/297580


Welcome New Members   

 
Diane Adams Nanette Ault Alan Ault  

John Duncan Mary Dunham Patricia Forsberg 

Lorena Hillis Jon Jackson Kathy Kessler-York  

Gary Lancaster Thomas Layne Christoffer Lehnherr 

Sylvia Miller Adam Mitchell Martha Powers-Swanson  

Paul Stafford Natalie Wagenbrenner John Lee Walden 

 

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and 
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  FVAS is 
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  

 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website:  https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/ 

 
 
$_______$15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email.  $_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 

 

$_______$25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS.  $________Total contribution 
 

$_______Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email. 

         _________ I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me. 

$_______ Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)  
 work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care 
 for birds, and education on birds and birding.    _______________________________________________________ 
       

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________  

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 
Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew 
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To 
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 

Be an environmental and fiscal champion. 
If you are able, please sign up for emailed newsletters rather than hard copies. 

 
If you subscribe to Audubon through National Audubon, we may not have your email address. To receive our newsletter and 
other birding news by email, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer, 
Jean Duncan at treasurer@FVAudubon.org  or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@tarns.net.     
 

https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/
https://act.audubon.org/a/join
https://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:treasurer@FVAudubon.org
mailto:thomas@tarns.net
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