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CALENDAR

Monday, March 3", 6:00-7:45
PM: The board meeting will be
held in the Blackfoot Room of

the Missoula Public Library.

Monday, March 10*, 7 PM:

R.T. Cox, will take us on a
journey with his talk: The Birds
of Cuba at our March program
meeting. See details to the right.

Saturday, March 15, 10 AM:
Beginning Bird Walk at the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet the field trip
leader at the Visitor’s Center
and expect two miles of level
hiking.

Sunday, March 16", 9 AM:
Town Bound Birding will take
participants to Council Grove
State Park to observe resident
bird species and early spring
migrants.

Five Valleys Audubon Society Presents:
Birds of Cuba

Please join us at our monthly chapter meeting
on Monday, March 10, 2025, at 7:00 PM
when our speaker, R.T. Cox, will take us on a
journey with his talk: The Birds of Cuba.

Although Cuban birds are not aware of the
history and politics affecting the Cuban
landscape, a birding tourist quickly notes the
abundance of habitats not dominated by
agriculture. The government operates
scattered but intensively farmed plantations
of pineapples, sugar cane, bananas, and
vegetables, surrounded by subsistence farms
and larger areas of forest, likely second
growth, which provide diversity of habitats.
R.T. will tell us about his travels birding in
Cuba, and the places where he stepped out of the car and had five life birds
within twenty minutes. His favorite haunts were in Parque Nacional Ciénaga de
Zapata, areas around Trinidad (all along the south-central part of the island), and
a sprint to Cayo Coco, a series of resort islands in the northeast-central area.

Cuban Trogon
Photo by R.T. Cox

A lifelong nature devotee, R.T. says he was started on birds by his grandmother
Florence Mcllhenny, whose husband was closely related to the Mcllhennys of
Louisiana fame (Avery Island, Tabasco, etc.) Majoring in science in Missoula in
the early 1970s, R.T. took ornithology from Professor Wright and presented a
paper on cell biology to the Montana Academy of Sciences with Dr. George Card.
Shifting gears, he went to law school in Laramie, Wyoming, and practiced law for
40 years in Montana, Wyoming, and North Dakota. Fortunate to have disposable
income, he became a dilettante birder, traveling the world.

The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building
(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end of
campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. Though
not required by the university, FVAS honors the decision of those who wish to
wear a mask. You can also watch the meeting over Zoom:

https://umontana.zoom.us/j/98350868514
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Peeps from Your Board
Article and illustrations by Andrea Stierle

| have been a birder
for over 30 years. In
that time, | have met
SO many amazing
people who shared
their expertise and
love of birds —and all
things avian—to help
me become a fairly
competent  birder,
fortuitously blessed { B
with ears like a bat. | joined the FVAS Board in 2013 and
found myself in the position of Secretary — a position |
have held ever since.

Board members write an annual Peep, a short essay on
anything bird-related. As a dedicated scientist, artist,
naturalist and birder, my Peeps usually reflect one of my
passions. | have written about the birds of Butte;
accidental birding in Inverness, Scotland; life in the
Berkeley Pit (the focus of my husband, Dr. Don Stierle's,
and my research for 29 years); birding the San Juan River,
structural colors in bird feathers, the effects of climate
change (twice); and nesting behavior in screech owls. But
it was my 2024 Peep on the Fort Missoula Commons
Project that really impressed upon me the value of a
dedicated group of people serving on Boards for local
non-profit organizations they value. This year, | thought |
would provide some insight into why | have served on the
FVAS Board for 12 years and counting.

As a member of the Board, | have worked with
knowledgeable, passionate, conscientious people who
are dedicated to the goals of FVAS:

e Encourage the enjoyment of wildlife and our
natural heritage.

e  Educate others about wildlife and the need to live
in harmony with nature.

e Advocate actions that favor wildlife and
environmentally sensitive uses of resources.

e Support research on wildlife and the
environment.

e Share and support the values and objectives of
the National Audubon Society and Montana
Audubon while focusing on local issues and
projects.

Members of Missoula’s Audubon chapter have honored
these goals for over 100 hundred years. | stand on the
shoulders of giants, who have inspired me to do what |
can to support this mission. Board member Thomas
Kallmeyer recently unleashed a great new website for
FVAS that includes some of its early history. It was first
started around 1905 by UM professor Morton J. Elrod,
and it remained active into the 1940’s. In 1976, UM
ornithologist Dr. Philip L. Wright founded the Five Valleys
Audubon Society. The original Board of Directors
included Jim Brown, the same Jim Brown who is an
active, dynamic member 49 years later. Jim is one of the
people who has inspired me to remain on the Board —
although not for 49 years!

FVAS members have worked with landowners and
community planners over the years to secure the
protection of important bird habitats in the Missoula
Valley and surrounding areas, such as the
Clark Fork River-Grass Valley Important Bird Area (IBA).
The Missoula Valley in western Montana is a place where
native plants and animals are a vital part of the living
landscape. Missoula’s rapid growth and development
pose a threat to these wild lands and wildlife habitats.
We are more concerned than ever now, because in the
face of rapid growth and development, these precious
wildlife habitats are disappearing and those that remain
are increasingly threatened. Our efforts to protect these
important habitats involve interacting with private
landowners, governmental leaders, and non-profit
conservation organizations that determine how the
landscape is developed and managed.

FVAS Audubon has been
actively involved in Missoula’s
open space preservation
efforts since 1995 when we
promoted passage of the first
open space bonds for the City
of Missoula and Missoula
County. The IBA is a
“cornerstone” of Missoula’s
open space program.
Members of our Board in
partnership with Five Valleys :
Land Trust have continued to provide input into the
selection of lands for which open space bond funds will
be expended. Dedicated members of FVAS have not only
identified lands with important habitat values but have
also provided bird survey data for the areas involved. We
have also demonstrated our commitment to permanent
habitat protection by contributing funds to help secure
conservation easements on private lands.
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As Missoula faces increasing development pressure,
FVAS plays an active role in the statutory subdivision
review process. Board members Jim Brown and Gerhard
Knudsen review all subdivision proposals in Missoula
County and suggest changes that will reduce impacts on
birds and their habitats. FVAS is recognized by the
County as an organization with expertise on birds and
other wildlife. Over
time our role in the
review process has
evolved, and we are
now among the
parties invited to offer
comments at the
earliest stage of
governmental review.

FVAS is also involved in educational outreach. For many
years Larry Weeks has offered both Advanced and
Beginning Birder workshops and has played a major role
in leading field trips that are open to all interested
birders. He has also worked with K-12 educators through
Audubon Adventures as well as his field trips and visits to
various schools, usually with his bird skins in hand.

FVAS offers educational opportunities to college
students through the Philip L. Wright Memorial Research
Awards. | was invited to join that Board by Bill Gabriel, a
stalwart  supporter of promoting educational
opportunities for students. As a scientist | value this
opportunity to help students engage with scientists
doing meaningful research - and maybe find themselves
along the way.

So many outstanding birders in this community lead field
trips, participate in breeding bird surveys and the
Christmas Bird Count, and write letters of support and
testify on behalf of conservation-related issues without
being members of the Board. But for me, being on the
Board helps me stay informed about conservation issues
of importance and provides a clear agenda of actions
that | can take to help achieve the goals of this
organization | value. | guess it’s my way of giving back to
our feathered friends who give so much to us.

All-Day Field Trip to the Mission Valley
By Thomas Kallmeyer

On Saturday, February
15, an intrepid group of
11 birders braved the
Winter weather and
explored the back
roads of the Mission
Valley. As we set off
from the Cenex in
Ronan the clouds
parted and the sun
began to shine
through, illuminating
the beautiful, snow-
covered valley. Good light would accompany us
throughout the day. Our route crossed Ninepipes NWR
via Ninepipes Road to Olsen Drive where Alex Kearney
spotted the first Prairie Falcon of the day. We then
proceeded to Moise, taking Pioneer Drive to Moise
Valley Road, which we followed to the valley's north end.
Raptor numbers and diversity were good with the
highlight of the day being an immature Golden Eagle
spotted by the trip leader along with beautiful views of
an immature Ferruginous Hawk found by Rose Leach and
Radd Icenoggle.

American Kestrel
Photo by Thomas Kallmeyer

View the trip report on eBird:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/331784

Unfortunate News:
2025 Glacier National Park Trip Cancelled

Our annual Glacier National Park Birding Trip, intended
to capture spring bird migration and breeding, is
canceled this year. Several logistical barriers have arisen,
including construction at Many Glacier Hotel. In addition,
the National Park Service
may be on the chopping
block or, at the least, on
a federally mandated
reduced budget.
Hopefully, 2026 will see
us back in Glacier
National Park to enjoy
camping, hiking, and
stellar bird watching.

On a bright note, Montana Audubon’s annual festival will
be in Missoula this spring providing us with the
opportunity to bird the Five Valleys and socialize with
fellow birders.


https://ebird.org/tripreport/331784

News from
Montana Audubon

Attention all citizen scientists:

Screech-Owl Surveys are back!

With Spring fast o 2 nd
approaching and :
warmer days on the
horizon, now is a great
time to break out of
hibernation to do some
citizen science! March 1
marks the start of our
second-annual  citizen
science survey targeting
Western and Eastern
Screech-Owls, and we are looking for dedicated
volunteers anywhere in Montana to collect some much-
needed data on these Potential Species of Concern.

Did Someone Say
Screech-owl
Surveys?

This survey consists of ten nighttime callback stations a
mile apart along a driving route to listen for any owl
responses. These surveys can be completed anytime
between March 1 and April 30, which lines up with the
owls’ breeding season and heightened vocal activity.
Interested in participating? Fill out the interest form
here, or email Gwynne at gwynne@mtaudubon.org to
get started. Also be sure to check out our citizen science
website at www.montanabirdsurveys.weebly.com for
more information on this survey and others like it!

Wings Across the Big Sky Birding Festival

May 30- June 1, 2025

Presented by the UM Bird Ecology Lab

Join us this summer in Missoula for Montana Audubon’s
annual birding festival, hosted this year with Five Valleys
Audubon Society. We are pleased to announce that this
year’s keynote speaker will be Dr. Erick Greene,
Professor Emeritus in the Division of Biological Sciences
and in the Wildlife Biology Program at The University of
Montana. In his presentation, “Ospreys As
Environmental Sentinels,” he will share an overview of
the species, along with details from long-term studies on
heavy metals in Ospreys and what this research can tell
us about the environmental clean-up of the Upper Clark
Fork River, the largest EPA Superfund site in the U.S.
Learn more on the Festival website:
https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings/

Registration will open in March. Keep an eye out for
more information coming soon!

Mark Your Calendars!
April 7™ Pint Night at Gild Brewing
Benefitting Five Valleys Audubon Society

Join friends of the Five Valleys Audubon Society for Pint
Night at Gild Brewing on Monday, April 7th, from 5-8pm.
One dollar from every drink sold will be donated to FVAS
to support our mission of promoting the conservation of
natural resources through our birding, education, and
conservation activities. FVAS staff will be available to
answer questions about our mission and, of course,
birds!

BIRDS
& BEER

PINT NIGHT AT GILD BREWING
BENEFITTING FIVE VALLEYS
AUDUBON SOCIETY

GILD BREWING - 515 S HIGGINS AVE ‘
MONDAY, APRIL 7TH -+ 5:00PM-8:00PM

The Peace of Wild Things
By Wendell Berry

When despair for the world grows in me

and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s
lives may be,

I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the
great heron feeds.

I come into the peace of wild things

who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief.

I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light.

For a time I rest in the grace of the world,

and am free.
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Welcome New Members

“A good friend is
like a four-leaf
Laurie Baefsky Frankie J Lawlor Michelle Lower clover; hard to
Betsy Muehlhausen Jack Richards David Rising fd al?:v?fky o
Laurie Stone Cassidy Hale Minette Johnson e L
Marilyn Simpson Natalya Taylor

Be an environmental and fiscal champion.
If you are able, please sign up for emailed newsletters rather than hard copies.

If you subscribe to Audubon through National Audubon, we may not have your email address. To receive our newsletter and
other birding news by email, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer,
Jean Duncan at treasurer@FVAudubon.org or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@tarns.net.

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery. FVAS is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/

S $15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email. S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.
S $25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution
S Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email.

I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me.
S Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)
work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care
for birds, and education on birds and birding.

Name: Phone:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807

TO:

Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
www.fvaudubon.org

OFFICERS:

President, 2024-2027 Rose Leach president@fvaudubon.org or (406) 721-0779
Vice President, 2023-2026 Jeffrey Ipsen vice_president@fvaudubon.org
Secretary, 2024-2027 Andrea Stierle secretary@fvaudubon.org
Treasurer, 2023-2026 Jean Duncan treasurer@fvaudubon.org
DIRECTORS:

2024-2027 William Boggs boggsandfoleylaw@gmail.com or (406) 274-3880
2024-2027 Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org
2023-2026 Jim Brown iim@fvaudubon.org

2023-2026 Margo Stoney margo@fvaudubon.org
2024-2027 Will McDowell will@fvaudubon.org
2024-2027 Susie Wall susie@fvaudubon.org
COMMITTEES:

Archivist Barbara Ross barbara@fvaudubon.org
Audubon Adventures Vacant

Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org
Conservation/Planning Gerhard Knudsen gerhard@fvaudubon.org

Copy Editor Cathy Nolan cathy@fvaudubon.org
Education Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org

Field Activities Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Conservation Jim Brown jim@fvaudubon.org

Important Bird Area Poody McLaughlin poody@fvaudubon.org

Membership Promotion = Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Newsletter Circulation Hedwig Vogel-Wright hedwig@fvaudubon.org

Newsletter Editor Beverly Orth bev@fvaudubon.org

PL Wright Endowment Andrea Stierle andrea@fvaudubon.org
Program Susie Wall susie@fvaudubon.org
Publicity & Website Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Social Media Vacant

University Liaison Chad Bishop chad@fvaudubon.org
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Montana Audubon
PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
(406) 443-3949
www.mtaudubon.org

Larry Berrin, Executive Director
Iberrin@mtaudubon.org

Heather Bilden, Master Naturalist
Coordinator
hbilden@mtaudubon.org

Christian Meny, Director of Conservation
cmeny@mtaudubon.org

Emily Chilcoat, Audubon Center Director
echilcoat@mtaudubon.org

Peter Dudley, Policy & Conservation
Ranching Specialist
peter@mtaudubon.org

Boaz (Bo) Crees, Avian Specialist
bcrees@mtaudubon.org

Lauren Smith, Communications Specialist
lauren@mtaudubon.org

Mandi Hinman, Operations Manager,
mandi@mtaudubon.org

Bernie McHugh, Board President


http://www.fvaudubon.org/
mailto:president@fvaudubon.org
mailto:vice_president@fvaudubon.org
mailto:secretary@fvaudubon.org
mailto:treasurer@fvaudubon.org
mailto:boggsandfoleylaw@gmail.com
mailto:larry@fvaudubon.org
mailto:jim@fvaudubon.org
mailto:margo@fvaudubon.org
mailto:will@fvaudubon.org
mailto:susie@fvaudubon.org
mailto:barbara@fvaudubon.org
mailto:larry@fvaudubon.org
mailto:gerhard@fvaudubon.org
mailto:cathy@fvaudubon.org
mailto:larry@fvaudubon.org
mailto:thomas@fvaudubon.org
mailto:jim@fvaudubon.org
mailto:poody@fvaudubon.org
mailto:thomas@fvaudubon.org
mailto:hedwig@fvaudubon.org
mailto:bev@fvaudubon.org
mailto:andrea@fvaudubon.org
mailto:susie@fvaudubon.org
mailto:thomas@fvaudubon.org
mailto:chad@fvaudubon.org
http://www.mtaudubon.org/
mailto:lberrin@mtaudubon.org
mailto:hbilden@mtaudubon.org
mailto:cmeny@mtaudubon.org
mailto:echilcoat@mtaudubon.org
mailto:peter@mtaudubon.org
mailto:bcrees@mtaudubon.org
mailto:lauren@mtaudubon.org
mailto:mandi@mtaudubon.org

