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 Five Valleys Audubon Society Presents:  
A Journey into Teller Wildlife Refuge 

______ 
 
Please join us on Monday, April 14, 2025, at 7:00 PM for our monthly chapter 
meeting where Dan Bailey will present his talk on Teller Wildlife Refuge. 
 
Located in Corvallis in the heart of the Bitterroot Valley, Teller Wildlife Refuge is 
a 1,300-acre non-profit refuge focusing on conservation and community 
engagement. The diverse habitats found there include wetlands, riparian 
corridors, and agricultural fields. In his talk, Dan will give us an overview of Teller 
Wildlife Refuge, beginning with its founding by Otto “Mose” Teller and his wife, 

Anne, in 1988. We will learn about 
their many conservation projects like 
the ongoing work to restore wetlands 
and the wildlife-friendly agriculture 
program. Dan will also talk about their 
efforts to inspire a commitment to 
conservation in the community 
through education efforts ranging from 
creating K-12 curriculum to holding a 
Summer Speaker Series on the refuge. 
 

Dan Bailey is the Executive Director of Teller Wildlife Refuge. He was born in 
Casper, WY, and raised in an outdoor family that introduced him to hunting and 
fishing at a young age. His love of the outdoors brought him to Montana State 
University, where he received a Bachelor’s degree in Land Resources Analysis 
and Management. Throughout his career, Dan spent 13 years in Mongolia as an 
ecologist, fishing guide, and outfitter. During this time, he also started a master’s 
degree from the University of Montana focused on community-based fisheries 
conservation in Mongolia’s far north regions. While working with Pheasants 
Forever, he oversaw the development of Montana’s Farm Bill Biologist Partners 
Program. In 2019, he joined the National Parks Conservation Association as their 
Yellowstone Program Manager, working on a host of conservation, wildlife, and 
cultural management issues in the park before coming to Teller in 2023. 
 
The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end of 
campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. Though 
not required by the university, FVAS honors the decision of those who wish to 
wear a mask. You also have the option of watching the meeting over zoom at: 
https://umontana.zoom.us/meeting/96651924708?   

Sunday, April 6th, 4-9pm: Evening 
field trip to the Ninepipe area in the 
Mission Valley to look for Short-
eared Owls.  Meet at 4PM in the 
Missoula College parking lot, 1205 E 
Broadway.  
 
Monday, April 7th, 3:30-5:00 PM: 
The board meeting will be held at 
the GILD prior to our Birds & Beer 
Pint Night.  
 
Monday, April 7th, 5-8 PM: Join us 
for Birds & Beer Pint Night at the 
GILD! One dollar for every drink 
sold will be donated to Five Valleys 
Audubon Society.  
 
Monday, April 14th, 7 PM:  
Dan Bailey will present on the Teller 
Wildlife Refuge at our April program 
meeting. See details to the right.  
 
Saturday, April 19th, 10 AM:  
Beginning Bird Walk at the Lee 
Metcalf NWR. Meet the field trip 
leader at the Visitor’s Center and 
expect two miles of level hiking. 
 
Saturday, April 26th, 6:30 AM: All 
day field trip to the Flint Creek 
Valley to bird in the new 
Drummond Kiwanis Riverside Park, 
Flint Valley and at Lower Willow 
Creek Reservoir. Meet the field trip 
leader at the NW corner of the 
Adams Center parking lot at UM. 

 
Thurs, April 3rd, 10th, and 17th: 
Advanced Birding Workshops. See 
page 5 for details.  

 

CALENDAR 

Slack Homestead 

https://umontana.zoom.us/meeting/96651924708?


Peeps from Your Board 
By Rose Leach 

 
Andrea wrote a fantastic PEEPS last month outlining 
many of our Chapter’s activities, so I thought I would add 
to those a bit with my annual report. 
 
The Chapter had at least 158 
volunteers who provided at 
least 2,757 hours for our 
various activities last year.  
Bird surveys, land-use 
planning, the Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC), field trips, and 
education programs 
accounted for most of our 
volunteers’ time.   
 
Specifically, did you know that we offered 35 different 
field trips last year?  These included some weekend trips 
to a few distant destinations, day-long trips, half-day 
beginning bird walks, and morning-long local trips—so 
that we can provide many types of opportunities for our 
community to get to know more about Montana’s birds 
and ecosystems.  We also offered eight bird survey 
opportunities in the valley as well as in the Drummond 
and Phillipsburg areas.  We reached over 500 
participants (some people attended more than one trip) 
last year with our field trips and bird surveys. 
 
You might know that our Chapter organized 107 people 
to participate in our recent (125th) CBC. But you likely did 
not know that counts with over 100 participants are not 
the norm, and these counts are listed in National 
Audubon’s yearly summary for the CBC for the continent.  
The Missoula count is one of 31-34 counts that occur 
each year, and we usually have the most participants. In 
fact, this year, the average number of field participants 
in Montana was 22 (from 31 counts). Nine counts in 
Montana had fewer than 10 field participants (fewest = 
2 participants on 1 count). The summary for Montana’s 
CBC for this year is available on our website at:  
https://fvaudubon.org/christmas-bird-count/ . 
 
We are already hard at work this year, with the Advanced 
Birding Workshop continuing from March into April, as 
well as our various monthly field trips. Check the website 
for upcoming events (https://fvaudubon.org/events-
calendar/). We will also host a community social night on 
April 7th, 5-8pm, at the GILD brewpub, 515 South Higgins, 
to continue to get to know our community. We look 
forward to reconnecting with familiar faces and meeting 
new ones at all of our upcoming activities. 
 

You might not know that our board members have been 
providing comments on various bird, wildlife, and 
conservation-related bills for the current legislative 
session.  There are a few bills that would have positive 
effects, but unfortunately, many more bills with 
potentially negative effects have been proposed.  But our 
participation has made a difference on at least one not-
so-great proposal, so we can celebrate a few small 
victories. 
 
You probably know that we make comments on various 
planning proposals for both the City of Missoula and the 
County.  But you may not know that these governmental 
agencies in fact value our input, and they work hard to 
incorporate many of our suggestions. While these 
projects can be enormously time-consuming for our 
Board members, the results are generally positive and 
the benefits to our community and our environment pay 
dividends now and into the future. 
 
Nationally, I know many of us are anxious and fearful 
about the effects of the draconian cuts to funding and 
people in our Federal Agencies (Forest Service, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, etc.), that implement wildlife and bird 
population and habitat programs.  We can each make our 
voices heard about changes in our democracy, and that 
is important.   
 
We can also continue to work on items where we do have 
some control, such as our own projects, surveys, and 
education programs.  One of those projects for this year 
will be Montana Audubon’s Wings Over the Big Sky 
Annual Bird Festival, which will be held in Missoula and 
the surrounding area this May 30, 31, and June 1.  We 
have nearly 50 field trips planned, as well as 
informational programs and activities for non-birders 
who may attend.  For more information and to register, 
visit https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings/.   
 
I hope you can join us 
for some or all of these 
activities.  We have 
lots of fun and at the 
same time accomplish 
good things for our 
community and our 
shared environment.  
We can’t fix 
everything on the 
horizon, but we can 
continue to work for 
positive change.  Meanwhile, as we said in my school 
days—keep the faith, and keep on keepin’ on.  

https://fvaudubon.org/christmas-bird-count/
https://fvaudubon.org/events-calendar/
https://fvaudubon.org/events-calendar/
https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings/


The Importance of the Endangered Species Act 
by Thomas Kallmeyer 
 
It’s no secret that animal populations worldwide have 
been in decline and that North America alone has 
experienced a 73% decrease in vertebrate populations, 
including over 2.9 billion birds, from 1970 to 2021.1,2 A 
study of 600 species of animals and plants globally shows 
declines in population and genetic diversity in two-thirds 
of them.3 The primary drivers are human activities and 
habitat loss, which means that we, as stewards of the 
natural world, have a moral responsibility to address the 
loss and attempt to arrest and reverse it. Our health and 
survival depend on the diversity and health of the 
ecosystem in which we live and declines like this place 
that health and diversity at serious risk. 
 
The Endangered Species Act4 is one crucial tool in our kit 
that can help us to accomplish this. Enacted on 
December 28, 1973, it helps prevent irreversible loss of 
species and the collapse of ecosystems by raising public 
awareness and providing a legal framework for 
conservation, forcing the government to take action on 
behalf of species that may otherwise be disregarded. 
 
The act also provides economic benefits through tourism 
which many of us, as Montanans, depend upon for our 
livelihood. In 2023 in Montana non-resident tourism 
supported 66,500 jobs and generated 5.4 billion U.S. 
dollars, almost 15 million U.S. dollars per day.5 
 
Since the Endangered Species Act was enacted, it has 
faced almost constant attack by politicians who seek to 
weaken it, repeal it, or exclude certain species at the 
behest of special interests whose goals conflict with the 
protections that the act provides. The most direct threat 
at this time is that the current administration has chosen 
to ignore the act and the legal precedents that it sets and 
is restructuring the Environmental Protection Agency in 
such a way that will compromise the agency’s mission 
and the enforcement of the act. 
 
It is our civic duty as citizens with a vested interest in the 
health of our environment and the species that support 
it to ensure that the Endangered Species Act is upheld, 
supported and implemented for the benefit of all of 
us. You can act by supporting conservation, contacting 
your representatives at the local, state and federal levels 
and becoming more active in your local community. 
 
Find out who your representatives are and how to 
contact them: https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials 
 

1. https://environmentamerica.org/maine/articles/new-report-a-
staggering-73-drop-in-wildlife-populations/  

2. https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/bring-birds-back/  
3. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jan/30/stud

y-of-more-than-600-animal-and-plant-species-finds-genetic-
diversity-has-declined-globally  

4. https://www.fws.gov/law/endangered-species-act  
5. https://voicesoftourism.com/ 

 

 
Field Trip Report:  
Town Bound at Council Grove State Park  
By Thomas Kallmeyer 
 

Our group met at Council Grove on 
March 16 with low clouds, cool 
temperatures and snow falling in the 
mountains around the valley. While bird 
activity was generally low the still air and 
cooler temperatures allowed us to 
examine several raptors as they 
remained perched for extended periods. 
We noted two pairs of American Kestrels 
that we were able to view through the 

scope, giving us good comparisons between the male 
and female of the species and one pair even mated as we 
observed them. We then turned the scope to the large 
snag that dominates the main grove of Ponderosa Pines 
at the park and were able to get excellent views of a 
Great Horned Owl that has nested in a cavity in this snag 
for several consecutive years. Heading to the West end 
of the park we noted some waterfowl, Canada Geese and 
singing Song Sparrows. Another highlight was a chance 
to examine a juvenile Red-tailed Hawk and to talk about 
the field marks used to determine its species and age. As 
the skies began to lower and a cold rain started to pick 
up in intensity we headed back to the parking lot to 
retreat from the weather.  
 
View our trip report here: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/343161  
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News from Montana Audubon 
 

Long-Billed Curlew 
Surveys Are Back! 
Montana's grasslands are 
crucial for Long-Billed 

Curlew breeding, yet habitat loss from agriculture and 
infrastructure drives their decline. To assess their needs 
and aid conservation, citizen science surveys are vital in 
the Mission, Helena, and Blackfoot Valleys. Survey 
efforts for Long-billed Curlew began in 2012. Since then, 
the surveys have not only tracked curlews but have also 
tracked land use changes in these three valleys. 
 
Participants will visit 10 designated points along a driving 
or biking route. At each point, they'll spend five minutes 
observing and listening for Long-billed Curlews and other 
bird species. 
 
Citizen scientists can participate in two survey periods: 
April 8th - May 7th and May 8th - 31st. A mandatory 
virtual training session on March 25th at 7 PM via Zoom 
will cover species identification, survey procedures, and 
data collection. The training will be recorded and 
available on Montana Audubon's YouTube channel. To 
join, complete the interest form at:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-
E99DBEVnAFq3HEhk0WVEVWLc12T2WeeNNjwcMm6m
PoWPTQ/viewform] 
 
Do you have any questions? Email Gwynne at 
gwynne@mtaudubon.org or visit our citizen science 
website: https://montanabirdsurveys.weebly.com/long-
billed-curlew.html for more information! 
 
Registration for the Wings Across the Big Sky Festival! 
Join us this summer in 
Missoula, May 30- June 1, for 
a weekend filled with birds, 
nature, and community.  
 
Field trip highlight: Join the University of Montana Bird 
Ecology Lab for a unique songbird banding experience. 
We will see birds up close during capture and learn about 
species ID, plumage, molt, breeding biology, and survival 
of songbirds at the Five Valleys Land Trust Confluence 
Property at Rock Creek. There’s a 15-minute, fairly flat 
walk along the Clark Fork River to the netting site. 
 
For more information and a link to registration, visit the 
Festival website: https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings/  
 
 

Fort Missoula riparian area gets a breather 
By Jim Brown and Poody McLaughlin 
 
The city’s Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has 
unanimously denied a demolition permit to developers 
Max and Ken Wolf who proposed tearing down the 
historic Old Post Hospital at Fort Missoula. In 2023 the 
developers attempted to build 16 townhomes and two 
commercial buildings adjacent to the hospital structure. 
They proposed to use the revenue generated from the 
townhomes and businesses to rehabilitate the hospital. 
 
In 2024 the HPC denied that permit citing incompatibility 
with the rest of the Fort Missoula Historic District. The 
developers appealed to the city council which upheld the 
HPC’s original decision. Then late last year the 
developers submitted an application to demolish the 
hospital. In early March the HPC nixed that proposal. 
 
This is good news. The wheels of government and land 
use decisions grind slowly. When these decisions are 
made, their results can ripple out. We now await the 
developers’ next steps. The developers may appeal this 
decision to the city council, in which case the chapter will 
again join forces with the Historic Fort Missoula Coalition 
to state our opposition. If this happens, we’ll urge you to 
contact city council members to voice your opposition.  
 
We are strongly opposed to residential housing being 
developed on that parcel because of the importance of 
the adjacent riparian area. The hospital sits along an 
exceptionally valuable riparian area within the Clark 
Fork River-Grass Valley Important Bird Area. Should 
development be allowed, many breeding and migrant 
bird species will encounter disturbance and 
displacement due to loss of habitat.  
 
Any development should only be done after a proper 
building setback has been recognized and incorporated 
into the site plan. An action item in the newly adopted 
Missoula City Growth Plan calls for establishment of 
building setbacks for valuable riparian areas. This needs 
to occur before any proposed development is 
considered by the city. 
 
No decision to demolish the Old Post Hospital should be 
made without full awareness and consideration by all 
interested parties of how the land might be developed 
after the hospital is demolished. We will continue to 
strongly advocate for building setbacks to ensure that 
wildlife is given informed and serious consideration in 
any planning efforts for the hospital site.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-E99DBEVnAFq3HEhk0WVEVWLc12T2WeeNNjwcMm6mPoWPTQ/viewform
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Three sessions are remaining in the Advanced Birding Workshop series 
 
 April 3         Owls                    Beth Mendelsohn 
 April 10           Gulls                     Dan Casey 
 April 17         Forest Birds          Larry Weeks 
 

These sessions are held on Thursday nights from 7:00 – 9:00 pm at the  

Fish Wildlife & Parks Regional Office on Spurgin Road.  The cost is $20 per session. 

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and 
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery.  FVAS is 
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  

 

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 
Or donate on our website:  https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/ 

 
 
$_______$15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email.  $_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 

 

$_______$25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS.  $________Total contribution 
 

$_______Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email. 

         _________ I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me. 

$_______ Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)  
 work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care 
 for birds, and education on birds and birding.    _______________________________________________________ 
       

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________  

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 
Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew 
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To 
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 
 
 

Be an environmental and fiscal champion. 
If you are able, please sign up for emailed newsletters rather than hard copies. 

 
If you subscribe to Audubon through National Audubon, we may not have your email address. To receive our newsletter and 
other birding news by email, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to 
Treasurer, Jean Duncan at treasurer@FVAudubon.org  or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at 
thomas@tarns.net.     
 

https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/
https://act.audubon.org/a/join
https://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:treasurer@FVAudubon.org
mailto:thomas@tarns.net
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