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CALENDAR

Saturday, May 3", 8am-4pm: All-day
trip to Brown’s Lake led by Jim Brown
to look for spring migrants. Meet the
trip leader in the Missoula College
parking lot, 1205 E Broadway.

Monday, May 5, 6 PM: The board
meeting will be held in the Blackfoot
Room of the Missoula Public Library.

Saturday, May 10*, 7-9 AM: Town
Bound Birding goes to Cherry Gulch
and Waterworks Hill. Meet the field
trip leader in the Waterworks
Trailhead parking area by 7:00 AM.

Monday, May 12", 7 PM:

Wildlife biologist Sophie A. H. Osborn
will present on endangered birds at
our May program meeting. See
details to the right.

May 15t: Birdathon begins. See
details on page 4.

Saturday, May 17, 10 AM:
Beginning Bird Walk at the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet the field trip
leader at the Visitor’s Center and
expect two miles of level hiking.

Sunday, May 18, 6:30am-5:00pm:
All-day field trip to Freezout Lake to
observe migrant and resident
shorebirds. Pack a lunch and meet
the field trip leader in the NW corner
of the Adams Center parking lot at
UM at 6:30 am.

May 30t — June 1%t Wings Across the
Big Sky birding festival in Missoula.
Read details on page 4.

Five Valleys Audubon Society Presents:
Endangered Birds & Our Shared Environmental Fate

Please join us for our chapter meeting on Monday, May 12, 2025, at 7:00 PM
when we will welcome Sophie A.H. Osborn for her talk: Feather Trails: A
Journey of Discovery Among Endangered Birds.

Birds are visible, vocal sentinels that alert us to environmental harm through
their declining numbers or their failure to thrive. In her new book Feather
Trails—A Journey of Discovery Among Endangered Birds, Sophie Osborn shares
her personal experiences reintroducing endangered Peregrine Falcons, Hawaiian
Crows, and California Condors to the wild. While immersing readers in the
triumphs and tribulations of being a wildlife biologist, Sophie explores the
threats that imperiled these birds, and reveals that what harmed them threatens
us, too. She will discuss what led to the endangerment of these three captivating
species, recount the efforts of biologists to recover their populations, and read
a few excerpts from her book that describe what it was like to work with these
magnificent birds.

Sophie A. H. Osborn is an award-winning
environmental writer and wildlife biologist
whose work has included the study and
conservation of more than a dozen bird
species in the Americas. She contributed to
reintroduction efforts for several endangered
birds and served as the field manager for the
California Condor Recovery Program in
Arizona for four years. Sophie has written
articles for Birdwatching, Wyoming Wildlife, and Sojourns magazines. Her
writings are also available on her website and her “Words for Birds” Substack
blog. Her book Condors in Canyon Country won the 2007 National Outdoor Book
Award for Nature and the Environment. Reviewers for the American Birding
Association chose her second book, Feather Trails, as their favorite bird book of
2024. Copies will be available for purchase at the meeting.

The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building
(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end of
campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. Though
not required by the university, FVAS honors the decision of those who wish to
wear a mask. You also have the option of watching the meeting over Zoom:
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/94583267663
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Peeps from Your Board:
Virginia Rail
By Larry Weeks

| became curious about the Virginia Rail because the bird
responded to my man-made calls during the winter
months. It didn’t seem possible for a marsh bird to spend
winter in Montana.

The Virginia Rail is a
small, secretive bird
living in freshwater
wetlands with cattails
and bulrushes. It is
about the size of a
robin with a long bill,
has gray cheeks, rich
chestnut wings, and
reddish legs. The bird is
seldom seen but often
heard. The song is a series of “kidick, kidick” phrases
heard mainly during the breeding season. It also makes a
series of grunting noises. The range covers most of the
northern states and the lower part of Canada.

Virginia Rail
Photo by Evan Lipton

The Virginia Rail and the Sora are often found together,
but their diets differ. The short-billed Sora eats mostly
seeds, whereas the Virginia Rail eats mostly insects. The
Virginia Rail has a narrow body that allows it to step
between the cattails and bulrushes. It is called a
depressed body.

Virginia Rails form pair bonds that break after the young
become independent. Courtship usually begins in May.
Before mating, the male approaches the female while
grunting. The male will raise his wings and run back and
forth next to the female. Both sexes bow, and the male
feeds the female. Both parents build the nest and care
for the young. The male defends the territory. They build
a nest near the base of emerging vegetation with
vegetation creating a canopy over the nest. They also
build dummy nests around the marsh. The female lays a
clutch of 4 — 13 white or buff eggs with sparse gray or
brown spotting. Both parents incubate them for a period
of 20 — 22 days while the parents continue to add
vegetation to conceal the nest. When the eggs hatch, the
parents feed their young for 2 — 3 weeks. The chicks are
black when they are born. They become independent
and can fly at about 25 days of age.

Field Trip Report:
Ninepipe for Short-eared Owls
By Thomas Kallmeyer

April 6, 2025: Sixteen birders departed Missoula for the
Mission Valley in search of Short-eared Owls on Sunday,
April 6, in perfect weather. We rendezvoused at the dam
at Ninepipe NWR and spent some time identifying
resident and migrant birds, noting the large number of
Ring-billed Gulls present at their breeding colony, Great
Blue Herons at their rookery, and several species of
waterfowl. A single Horned Grebe in alternate plumage
was present as well as a single Eared Grebe that was
transitioning to alternate plumage, and we were able to
get excellent scope views of the two side by side for a
direct comparison.

As sunset approached, the
group headed over to Duck
Road just North of
Ninepipe NWR, gathering
at a pullout to await the
appearance of Short-eared
Owls. Before long we
observed a single
individual and then several
more beginning to forage
in the evening light. Two
males were observed
interacting and we had a
few close approaches by
foraging birds, with everyone in the group getting good
looks. Also of note were several migrating Rough-legged
Hawks accompanied by a Harlan's Red-tailed Hawk,
which gave the group an opportunity to discuss field
marks relevant to identifying and differentiating
between the two species.

Short-eared owl
Photo by Thomas Kallmeyer

We finished the field trip with a short drive over to
Sandsmark WPA where we found a few more Short-
eared Owls and many in the group heard their first
displaying Wilson's Snipe of the season.

View our trip report on eBird:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/348966

CornellLab
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The Importance of Executive Order 14270
By Thomas Kallmeyer

It is a time of change in the

United States, and part of | @k E, IMPORTANT
that change is what feels : MESSAGE
like a deluge of daily

information presented to us

from every direction in enormous volumes. Details easily
get lost within the avalanche of news, and perhaps that
is intentional. One way to cope is to choose a topic that’s
relevant to you and devote more of your attention to the
details that involve that topic. This can allow you to focus
your time and energy more usefully. As conservationists

and citizens, we should be particularly interested in
Executive Order 142702,

On April 9, 2025, President Donald J. Trump signed
Executive Order 14270, Zero-Based Regulatory
Budgeting to Unleash American Energy?, a wide-ranging
order that targets ten agencies responsible for enforcing
environmental and conservation law. This blanket order
intends to sunset well-established Acts that have
protected our health and safety by regulating activities
related to our environment and energy resources,
several of them for more than 100 years. Of particular
relevance to conservationists are the following:
l. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act;

II.  The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918;

lll.  The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1934;

V. The Anadromous Fish Conservation Act of 1965;

V. The Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972;

VI.  The Endangered Species Act of 1973;

VII. the Magnuson—Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act of 1976; and
VIll.  The Coastal Barrier Resources Act of 1982.

The act argues for a review of the Code of Federal
Regulations by instructing agencies to incorporate sunset
provisions into their regulations which include specific,
conditional sunset dates that will render individual Acts
ineffective and cause them to be removed from the Code
of Federal Regulations. These Acts, which have protected
and benefited us and that which we love, are facing a
clear and present danger, and if repealed, could have
dire results for the environment and the health of all
species. Changes to climate regulated under these acts
could result in an Earth that may well be unrecognizable
100 years from now.

To be clear, Acts are formally written laws, passed by
Congress and signed into law by the president, and are

not subject to Executive Orders?. It’s up to us to act to
ensure that these Acts are recognized and enforced by
supporting conservation, contacting our representatives
at the local, state and federal levels and becoming more
active in our local, state and federal communities.

| encourage you to read the Executive Order in its
entirety at https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-
actions/2025/04/zero-based-regulatory-budgeting-to-

unleash-american-energy/.

Find out who your local, state, and federal
representatives are and how to contact them here:
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials

1. https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/zero-based-
regulatory-budgeting-to-unleash-american-energy/

2. https://www.aclu-nj.org/en/news/what-executive-order-and-how-does-
it-work

NEW! Citizen Science Nightjar surveys
By Montana Audubon

Montana Audubon, in collaboration with Montana Fish,
Wildlife, & Parks, is excited to announce our newest
citizen science project—Nightjar surveys! Common
Poorwills are a Species of Greatest Inventory Need and a
Potential Species of Concern. Common Nighthawks lack
statewide population and distribution data, and
populations are declining nationally. These surveys will
take place across the state, June 1% — August 1%. Big
thanks to the Tracy Aviary for funding support!

Every year, Tracy Aviary provides grants to organizations who
are carrying out bird conservation projects!

This Summer, Montana
Audubon (with support from
Tracy Aviary) will launch a
statewide citizen science

project focused on Montana's
Nightjar species: Common
Poorwill and Common

Nighthawk.

Please mark your calendars and join one of the trainings:
e May 9" at 6PM @Montana Audubon Center in Billings
e May 14" at 7 pm, Zoom

e June27that7 pm, Montana WILD, Helena

Learn more and sign up on our citizen science website:
https://montanabirdsurveys.weebly.com/nightjars.html
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FVAS Birdathon, May 15-June 15, 2025!

Spring is the time when
Five Valleys Audubon
Society conducts our
annual Birdathon, one of
our most important
fundraising events of the
year in support of our
mission to promote the
conservation of natural
resources through our

birding, education, and
conservation activities. As many of you may know, Larry
Weeks has been the primary driver behind our Birdathon
for many years and deserves significant recognition for
his contributions to the chapter through this and many
other activities. Larry has now stepped back from the
responsibility, and this year, Thomas Kallmeyer has taken
over management of the event.

Please donate and find out how you can participate on
our website at https://fvaudubon.org/birdathon/.

You can also contact Thomas Kallmeyer directly by email
at thomas@fvaudubon.org, by phone at (406) 214-2971,
and by mail at Five Valleys Audubon Society, P.O. Box
8425, Missoula, MT, 59807 Attn: Thomas.

Wings Across the Big Sky

Join us in Missoula, May 30-June 1, for
the 24" annual Wings Across the Big
Sky Birding Festival. Field trips are
filling up fast, so register today! (And
do not forget to book your hotel room
at the Holiday Inn Downtown Missoula
before August 30" to secure the special
group rate!)

You can learn more about the event and register online:
https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings/

Birding Festival

May 30 - June |
Missoula

Field Trip Highlight: 1

Hellgate Osprey
TINGGE. - W

Field Trip Highlight: Hellgate Osprey Nest

Iris is one of the oldest-known ospreys in the world —
about 30 years old! She is the star of the Hellgate Osprey
Nest Camera, with millions of viewers all over the world.
To the delight of all, she returned to her nest on April 7,
2025! In 2024, after several unsuccessful years with a
different mate, she successfully raised two chicks. Only
time will tell what will happen with her this year.

On this trip, we will visit Iris’ nest, and you will get a
chance to see “behind the scenes” of a nest camera. This
special tour will be led by two local raptor researchers
who have been studying local Osprey and other raptors
for decades.
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Welcome New Members
THA

Lane Chapman Timothy Chopp Karen Driessen

Janet Duncan Patricia French Lizabeth Kerr #
Kerry Maier Vincent Marciano Judy Molland I/
Miranda Peltier Alex Philp Mary Ann Reuter

Anna De St Aubin Cyndi Wood Eileen Zak <11

Be an environmental and fiscal champion.
If possible, please signup to receive newsletters via email instead of printed copies.

If your Audubon subscription is through National Audubon, we likely don't have your email. To get our local newsletter and
birding news electronically, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer,
Jean Duncan at treasurer@fvaudubon.org or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@fvaudubon.org.

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery. FVAS is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/

S $15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email. S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.
S $25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution
S Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email.

| would like to Volunteer. Please contact me.
S Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)
work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care
for birds, and education on birds and birding.

Name: Phone:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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TO:

Five Valleys Audubon Society
PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
www.fvaudubon.org

OFFICERS:

President, 2024-2027 Rose Leach president@fvaudubon.org or (406) 721-0779
Vice President, 2023-2026 Jeffrey Ipsen vice_president@fvaudubon.org
Secretary, 2024-2027 Andrea Stierle secretary@fvaudubon.org
Treasurer, 2023-2026 Jean Duncan treasurer@fvaudubon.org
DIRECTORS:

2024-2027 William Boggs boggsandfoleylaw@gmail.com or (406) 274-3880
2024-2027 Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org
2023-2026 Jim Brown iim@fvaudubon.org

2023-2026 Margo Stoney margo@fvaudubon.org
2024-2027 Will McDowell will@fvaudubon.org
2024-2027 Susie Wall susie@fvaudubon.org
COMMITTEES:

Archivist Barbara Ross barbara@fvaudubon.org
Audubon Adventures Vacant

Christmas Bird Count Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org
Conservation/Planning Gerhard Knudsen gerhard@fvaudubon.org

Copy Editor Cathy Nolan cathy@fvaudubon.org
Education Larry Weeks larry@fvaudubon.org

Field Activities Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Conservation Jim Brown jim@fvaudubon.org

Important Bird Area Poody McLaughlin poody@fvaudubon.org

Membership Promotion = Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Newsletter Circulation Hedwig Vogel-Wright hedwig@fvaudubon.org

Newsletter Editor Beverly Orth bev@fvaudubon.org

PL Wright Endowment Andrea Stierle andrea@fvaudubon.org
Program Susie Wall susie@fvaudubon.org
Publicity & Website Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org
Social Media Thomas Kallmeyer thomas@fvaudubon.org

University Liaison Chad Bishop chad@fvaudubon.org
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Montana Audubon
PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
(406) 443-3949
www.mtaudubon.org

Larry Berrin, Executive Director
Iberrin@mtaudubon.org

Heather Bilden, Master Naturalist
Coordinator
hbilden@mtaudubon.org

Christian Meny, Director of Conservation
cmeny@mtaudubon.org

Emily Chilcoat, Audubon Center Director
echilcoat@mtaudubon.org

Peter Dudley, Policy & Conservation
Ranching Specialist
peter@mtaudubon.org

Boaz (Bo) Crees, Avian Specialist
bcrees@mtaudubon.org

Lauren Smith, Communications Specialist
lauren@mtaudubon.org

Mandi Hinman, Operations Manager,
mandi@mtaudubon.org

Bernie McHugh, Board President
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