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CALENDAR Five Valleys Audubon Society Presents:
Kate Davis, Director of Raptors of the Rockies

Saturday, October 4%, 8:30-10:30

AM: Town Bound Birding explores Please join us for our monthly chapter meeting on Monday, October 13, 2025,
Sleven's Island and the riparian at 7:00 PM when we welcome the legendary Kate Davis who will be presenting
area adjacent to the Historic Fort her talk: Almost Forty Years of Raptor Programs (and Other Projects).

Missoula Hospital. Expect level
walking on unpaved paths with
frequent stops to observe birds.
Meet the field trip leader at the
Native Plant Garden at the
Southern end of H Road, adjacent
to the hospital. All are welcome!

Raptors of the Rockies Director Kate Davis will
present a retrospective look at a life with birds
and the remarkable education program that
began in 1988. Through an action-packed
PowerPoint, we’ll learn how she got started
and has inspired adults and children by sharing
her stories and captive raptors. We'll meet the
birds through the years, explore the facilities,
and discuss the new ranch transformation and
challenges for 2025. We’'ll also discuss her
other projects like photography, writing and illustrating seven books, and
creating artwork from welded sculptures to etchings. Kate will have raptor stars
along like Peregrine and Golden Eagle that were here at the last Raptors of the

Monday, October 6", 6 PM: The
board meeting will be held in the
Blackfoot Room of the Missoula
Public Library.

Monday, October 13%, 7 PM:
Please join us for our monthly
chapter meeting as we welcome

the legendary Kate Davis who will Rockies presentation to Five Valleys Audubon Society 14 years ago, as well as

present her talk: Almost Forty Years owl favorites. We'll try to fit all this in an hour, folks!

of Raptor Programs (and Other

Projects). See details to the right. Years ago, Kate Davis remembers someone at her 1,000th education program
shouting, “See you at number 2000!” That seemed inconceivable, at the time,

Saturday, October 18", 10 AM: but she is getting close. Kate acquired the proper federal and state permits back

Beginning Bird Walk at the Lee
Metcalf NWR. Meet the field trip
leader at the Visitor’s Center and
expect two miles of level hiking.

in 1988 when she was at a rental property in Clinton. Her Raptor Ranch in
Florence was purchased in 2001 along the banks of the Bitterroot River. Using
her design, carpenters have built all new enclosures for the non-releasable and
falconry birds - falcons, hawks, eagles, and owls. This “Teaching Team”

Saturday, October 25", 9:30 AM — accompanies her all over the state for presentations for school children and the
3:30 PM: Join us for an all-day field public, totaling over 140,000 participants and 145 schools, plus PowerPoints
trip to Brown'’s Lake, as we search across the country. After the Audubon talk, as in every single program, we’ll all
for migrant Loons and Scoters. hoot up an owl as a finale. You won’t want to miss this!

Meet in the Northwest corner of

;‘hf l::g‘;'(\)" Adams Center parking The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building
ota o am.

(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end of
campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. You also
have the option of watching the meeting over the zoom link listed below.

https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95950748711



https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95950748711

Peeps from Your Board:

Coming to a feeder near you?
Lesser Goldfinch range spreads out
By Poody McLaughlin

An article in the Summer 2025 issue of Living Bird
magazine focused my attention on a relative newcomer
to Montana, the Lesser Goldfinch, Spinus psaltria.
Historically the Lesser Goldfinch has resided in the
American Southwest (where | became familiar with it)
and nested as far north along the coast to Washington.
However, the species’ inland movement has been
another story.

The Living Bird article was based on work done by
researchers at Washington State University in Pullman in
conjunction with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Results
of this study were originally published in the journal
Ornithology in April. Researchers found that year-round
populations of Lesser Goldfinches expanded
substantially in Oregon and Idaho and actually doubled
in size in Washington. Flocks of 30-40 have become fairly
common. So, what about Montana?

In its species accounts, The Birds of Montana (Marks et
al. 2016) mentions that the Lesser’s breeding range “has
recently expanded to the north and east, which explains
their presence in Montana.” The species account adds
that it’s an “occasional” permanent resident based on
more than 40 records. The species map for the Lesser
shows that the year-round range is in south-central
Montana. West of the Divide, the first individual was
reported by Missoula’s Terry Toppins in 2011. Two other
individuals were then reported during breeding season
in 2011 and 2012 in East Missoula and south of Hamilton.
Birds of Montana also notes three winter records west of
the Divide: one individual in Missoula’s CBC in 2012 and
two others the following February.

More recently, Adam Mitchell and Paul Hendricks
confirmed that a pair of Lesser Goldfinches nested in
spring 2021 in Greenough Park, the first documented
breeding record in Montana. The nest was in a
Ponderosa Pine near the picnic shelter. In their article in
Western Birds (53:232-236, 2022), Hendricks and
Mitchell wrote: “from the time it was first recorded in
2015 through 2019, the Lesser Goldfinch was reported
every month of the year in Missoula within a .5km radius
of Greenough Park..Thus it seems that the Lesser
Goldfinch is now resident year round in Missoula.” A
friend who has lived at the base of Mt Jumbo for years
says that she has Lesser Goldfinches year-round at her
feeders.

The researchers writing at Living Bird not only quantified
how abundant Lesser Goldfinches were in eastern
Washington and western Idaho but also tested enabling
factors in their range expansion. Key factors include
warmer  temperatures, more rainfall, urban
development, and proximity to rivers.

Closer to home, Lesser Goldfinches occupy “brushy
thickets, riparian forests, foothill juniper woodlands, and
residential areas. In Montana, they have been reported
in Ponderosa Pine and juniper woodlands and riparian
cottonwoods, although many records are from feeders in
residential areas or farm yards” (Birds of Montana).

Will you be lucky and see a Lesser Goldfinch in your yard?
It's smaller than the more common American Goldfinch,
with a relatively short tail and large, stout bill (Sibley).
Both the male and female show a white patch at the base
of their primaries, although this is more prominentin the
male. Adult males have either a green or black back;
females are similar to American Goldfinch females; they
usually have more yellowish undertail coverts, a more
uniform olive-green head and neck, and less distinct
wingbars (Merlin and Sibley). Until Lesser Goldfinches
show up at my feeder, I'll head to Greenough Park and
seek them out.

Adult Male
Photo by
Gil Eckrich

Adult female
Photo by
Brad Fields



Demolition of Fort Missoula Hospital gets OK
By Poody McLaughlin

On September 17, the Missoula City Council granted a
preliminary demolition permit to remove the Old Post
Hospital in the Fort Missoula Historic District. But the
decision leaves some uncertainty for the building.

The preliminary permit opens the door to demolishing
the building but is not the final act in the process. The
issue before the council was a narrow decision space on
whether the Historic Preservation Commission made an
error when denying the permit in March. This centered
on how the private landowners maintained the 113-year-
old structure. Plus, the council didn’t want to encourage
a lawsuit, which the developer suggested would happen.

The decision framework the council had to follow greatly
limited the focus of discussion. The chapter’s testimony,
given by Jim Brown and me, focused on our concerns
related to potential impacts to Sleven’s Island, the
riparian corridor, and the importance of protecting this
habitat within the Important Bird Area (IBA). The chapter
will object to any residential permits being allowed and
will stress the importance for the city to establish
setbacks from the river for any future construction.

The next public input opportunity will be when the
planning board takes up a development proposal. The
landowners must submit a redevelopment plan for the
site before it can remove the building.

Recap: Town Bound Birding at Council Grove
By Thomas Kallmeyer

August 7, 2025: Our group met at 8:00 AM and spent a
productive 20 minutes birding from the parking area. We
spotted our first Lewis’s Woodpecker of the day along
with Red-winged Blackbirds, an adult Red-tailed Hawk,
and Common Ravens. As we made our way through the
grove more Lewis’s Woodpeckers appeared, moving
around the numerous snags, as we noted flocks of both
American Robin and Cedar Waxwing. A Turkey Vulture
glided in at low altitude and landed on snag, enabling
good looks through the scope, highlighted by the early
morning smoke tinted sunlight. A stroll along the
riverbank yielded a pair of Solitary Sandpiper, which
provided excellent viewing through binoculars and
scope, as well as a large cloud of foraging swifts, too
distant to identify to species, which were feeding on a
huge hatch that was occurring along the river. Our list
totaled 22 species. View the trip report on eBird:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/409950

Avoid Fake Spider Webs for a Bird-Friendly Halloween
Reprinted from Audubon magazine

Many holiday activities lead to unintended
consequences for birds and other animals. Halloween is
particularly concerning, however, because it happens
smack-dab in the middle of fall migration. Not only are
there more birds at risk, but migrants tend to be
unfamiliar with your neighborhood, stressed from their
journey, and on the hunt for food —all of which makes
them more vulnerable to hidden hazards.

What about Halloween
can be so perilous?
Here's one way to keep
your spooky season from
turning deadly while
helping migrating birds
along their journeys -
Avoid Fake Spider Webs.

Fake webs—particularly the gauzy kind made with
synthetic fibers—pose the biggest threat to birds during
Halloween. “Spider web is designed by nature, and by
the spider, to entangle and entrap,” says Alison
Hermance, the director of communications at WildCare,
a wildlife hospital in San Rafael, California. It’s no wonder
that decorative webs would bear the same result. In
recent years, rehabilitators at WildCare have treated
web-caught birds ranging in size from an Anna’s
Hummingbird to a White-crowned Sparrow and even a
Western Screech-Owl. Such entanglements can lead to
toxin build-up, toe amputations, and other injuries
caused by restricted blood flow.

The easiest way to make your Halloween bird-friendly?
Don’t hang any spider webs outside. If you absolutely
can’t do without them, consider swapping out fine
threads for thicker rope, leave generous gaps, and check
twice a day for accidental catches. Avoid hanging webs
or other decorations across open areas where birds are
likely to fly (but remember that even wall-flush webs can
ensnare a bird).

If you see a bird or other animal stuck in a web, don’t just
untangle and release them. Even lethal entanglement
injuries aren’t always obvious, Hermance says. Cut the

web around the critter and
bring it in a bag or box to
the closest animal care
center for evaluation.



https://ebird.org/tripreport/409950

Amazing Facts About Bats
Reprinted from The Nature Conservancy

There are 1,100
species of bats
worldwide, with 40
species in the United
States alone. Though
small in physical size,
bats have a large
footprint, making up
one-quarter of the
world's mammals.

Rafinesque's big-eared bat

1. Bats can live more than 30 years and can fly at speeds
of 60 miles per hour (or more!) In fact, University of
Tennessee researchers found that the Mexican free-
tailed bat could reach speeds up to 100 mph, making it
by far the fastest mammal on Earth.

2. Bats find food in total darkness. Nocturnal bats can
locate insects to eat by emitting inaudible high-pitched
sounds, 10-20 beeps per second, and listening to echoes.
This is called echolocation.

3. Bats can eat up to 1,200 mosquitoes an hour. Often,
bats consume their body weight in insects every night,
helping keep bug populations in check.

4. More than half of the bat species in the United States
are in severe decline or listed as endangered. In addition
to habitat loss, one of the most dire threats comes from
white nose syndrome, a disease that has decimated bats
in the U.S. and Canada.

5. Some bats hibernate in caves through the cold winter
months. Bats can also survive freezing temperatures,
even after being encased in ice.

6. Bat droppings, called guano, are one of the richest
fertilizers. Bat guano was once a big business—guano
was Texas’ largest mineral export before oil! In fact,
Austin is a seasonal home to North America’s largest
urban population of Mexican free-tailed bats, which live
beneath the Congress Avenue Bridge. Approximately 1.5
million bats reside there.

8. Baby bats are called pups! Most bats have only one
pup a year. Bat mothers can find their babies among
thousands or millions of other bats by their unique voices
and scents. Having only one pup a year makes bats
extremely vulnerable to extinction.

News from
Montana Audubon

Wrapping up Black Swift surveys

Morrell Falls, located in Lolo National Forest near Seeley
Lake, was our last official Black Swift survey of the
season, which ended in August. Although the lower falls
were unoccupied, the Montana Audubon science team
observed 13 Black Swifts using different waterfalls above
Morrell Falls, so we're hoping to formally survey those
upper falls in the future.

This season, the team surveyed a total of 35 waterfalls
84 times. Of those, Black Swifts were detected at 17
waterfalls!

Stay tuned for updates from the season in our Fall
Newsletter, which will be published by the end of
October. If you'd like to receive a print copy in the mail,
become a Montana Audubon member. Visit our website
or contact the Montana Audubon office for more
information!

Birds as bioindicators on rangelands

Last fall, Montana Audubon’s Director of Conservation
Christian Meny gave a presentation for Buzz on the
Range, a project testing innovative grazing practices to
support both cattle production and pollinator habitat on
working Montana ranches.

In this video, he discusses the Audubon Conservation
Ranching Program. This national initiative, facilitated by
Montana Audubon in the state, aims to halt alarming
declines in grassland bird populations, which have
suffered over a 50% decline since the 1970s. The
program works with private land ranchers to promote
regenerative grazing practices that benefit both bird
habitats and land stewardship. Christian highlights the
benefits of certification, including marketing advantages,
bird monitoring, and grant opportunities. He also details
the positive impacts observed through the program, such
as increased bird diversity, abundance, and overall
ecosystem resilience.

Visit the Buzz on the
Range website to
read a summary and
watch the full video 7 et
on YouTube. Rk SR
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Welcome New Members

Mary Ann Bigelow Nan Bovingdon He% ( ii
Marlene Greil Jaye Melcher
falt

Ted Muhs Mary Rector
Mary Ungaretti Tobias Dresslar *
Madison Gerdes Kylie Paul

*

Be an environmental and fiscal champion.
If possible, please signup to receive newsletters via email instead of printed copies.

If your Audubon subscription is through National Audubon, we likely don't have your email. To get our local newsletter and
birding news electronically, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer,
Jean Duncan at treasurer@fvaudubon.org or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@fvaudubon.org.

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society

Please support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). There are several ways to donate. All options include the Birding Observer newsletter and
allow you to participate in all chapter activities. *Please help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery. FVAS is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.

Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807
Or donate on our website: https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/

S $15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email. S Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research.
S $25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS. S Total contribution
S Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email.

| would like to Volunteer. Please contact me.
S Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)
work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care
for birds, and education on birds and birding.

Name: Phone:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.)

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon. Your email address is safe with us!

Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love.
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