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June 2026 
 

 
 

Five Valleys Audubon Society  
50th Anniversary Celebration 

_______ 
 

The Chapter is turning 50 years old ! Please come to celebrate our 
work and our volunteers on Saturday, May 30, 2026, from 12-5pm at 
the Greenough Park Picnic Shelter (look for the green roof) on 
Monroe Street. From the lower Rattlesnake, drive north on Monroe 
Street, toward the intersection where Jackson curves downhill into 
Monroe Street, and see the shelter on your left. 
 
We’ll provide burgers (including vegetarian options), buns, plates and 
utensils. Please bring your favorite side dishes and desserts (potluck 
style). We have the shelter reserved from noon to 5 pm. Bring your 
binoculars and enjoy the adjacent playground and birding habitat. A 
bathroom is nearby. We plan to start grilling at 1pm.    
 

A Multi-Day Adventure to Judith Gap 
_______ 

 
June 26-28: Join Five Valleys Audubon 
for a weekend trip to visit Lauren 
Hatch at her research site near Judith 
Gap at the base of the Big Snowy 
Range. Nesting season will be peaking 
with many prairie species on eggs and 
bird activity should be high. We'll bird 
our way East on Friday and spend the 
night at Timber Creek Campground, 
then spend Saturday with Lauren, returning to the campground 
Saturday night. We'll bird our way back west to Missoula, returning 
late in the day on Sunday. Meet the field trip leaders for a 7:00 am 
departure in the Missoula College parking lot, 1205 E Broadway. 
 
Timber Creek is a primitive, dispersed camping area with a pit toilet 
and no potable water available. Bears have been known to frequent 
the area so we'll follow best practices for bear safety, bringing a 
personal can of bear spray is recommended. 
 
Group leaders will organize community meals and will reach out to 
participants prior to the trip. Also note, there is a $10.00 donation 
for muti-day trips with the chapter. Register here: 
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/judith-gap-for-prairie-birds.    

 
 

 

 

Thursday, June 4th, 7-8:30 PM: Nelda and 
Clif Swiggett, a jazz duo, will perform For 
the Birds. Through live music, spoken 
words, images and poetry, they will  
connect the audience emotionally to the 
realities of climate change through the lens 
of birds. The performance will take place at 
the Longstaff House. Admission is free, but 
donations are appreciated. 
 
Saturday, June 6th, 7-11 AM: Town Bound 
Birding hikes the Barmeyer Trail to look for 
riparian species and enjoy expansive views 
of the Missoula Valley and the Bitterroot 
and Garnet mountain ranges. Meet at the 
trailhead at 7am. 
 
June 12-15th: Wings Across the Big Sky, 
Montana's premiere birding festival, takes 
place in Kalispell. Details on page 4 and visit 
the MT Audubon website.  
 
Saturday, June 20th, 10 AM:  Beginning Bird 
Walk at the Lee Metcalf NWR. Meet at the 
Visitor’s Center and expect two miles of 
level hiking. 
 
June 26-28: Join us for a weekend trip to 
visit Lauren Hatch’s research site near 
Judith Gap at the base of the Big Snowy 
Range. Details to the right.  
 
Saturday, July 11th, 8-10 PM: Town Bound 
Birding takes an evening stroll along the 
Clark Fork riverfront to search for migrant 
breeding birds and Common Nighthawks. 
Meet the field trip leader on the bike path 
by Mobash Skate Park adjacent to 
McCormick Park following the bike path to 
the Madison Street pedestrian bridge.  

CALENDAR 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/judith-gap-for-prairie-birds
https://mtaudubon.org/
https://fvaudubon.org/events-calendar/
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Adopt-an-Osprey-Nest Volunteer Opportunities 

 
The Raptor View Research Institute is excited to launch 
an Adopt-an-Osprey-Nest citizen science program and 
are looking for volunteers to help monitor osprey nests 
along the Bitterroot and Clark Fork Rivers.  
 
By involving community members, the Institute can 
monitor more nests across a larger area and visit them 
more frequently than would otherwise be possible. This 
effort will help them collect valuable data on osprey 
breeding activity and nest 
success while providing a 
meaningful opportunity 
for the local community to 
contribute to ongoing 
research and conservation. 
 
Volunteers will be asked to: 

• Monitor an assigned nest a minimum of 4 times 
between now and the end of July 

• Observe nests from a distance using binoculars 
or a spotting scope 

• Record basic observations on nesting activity 
and chick development 

 
No prior experience is necessary—just an interest in 
birds and a willingness to help! Monitoring has already 
begun so don't wait.  

 
If you are interested in participating or would like more 
information, please contact, Kylie Denny at 
kdenny@raptorview.org. You can also find the sign-up 
form online: https://forms.gle/GgXCQNPFxApi9x2M6  
  
Map of sites: 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1l84Qh_AD
-WdMM4hce0SscNHTXIb8tsQ&usp=sharing  
 

Volunteer Opportunities at Lee Metcalf NWR 
 
Do you like to visit the Lee Metcalf National Wildlife 
Refuge in Stevensville, to bird, walk, or drive through and 
enjoy the spectacular scenery? Here's your chance to 
spend a little more time while also helping out the hard-
working staff! There are one-time and ongoing volunteer 
opportunities for folks of all skill levels, from planting 
native plants to repairing/painting picnic tables or kiosks, 
to welcoming and assisting visitors at the visitor center, 
and much more. Projects are available for individuals 
looking to get involved once or on a regular basis, and for 
groups seeking one-time projects. For more details or to 
sign up, please contact Bob Oettinger at 
cofbob@googlemail.com or Lynn Tennefoss at 
ltennefoss@gmail.com.   

 
Recap of Trip to the Carl Hayden Property   
By Rose Leach 
 
On April 26, 2026, the Chapter hosted a field trip to the 
Carl Hayden Ranch in Grass Valley. Carl generously 
granted us access to bird his wonderful, private land. This 
property features pond, wetland, wet meadow, and dry 
upland grass-shrub habitats within our Grass Valley 
Important Bird Area (Read IBA details here: 
https://fvaudubon.org/clark-fork-river-grass-valley-
important-bird-area/). Eighteen participants enjoyed a 
beautiful, crisp spring morning exploring the area, which 
is normally closed to the public. 
 
The site also has various outbuildings and an old barn, 
which sometimes has an American Barn Owl.  We had 
previously found the bird on our Christmas Bird Count 
(https://fvaudubon.org/christmas-bird-count/) and also 
on a Board-member visit on April 17, 2026, but the bird 
was not found on the 26th. You can still try for this 
species by standing on Deschamps Lane near the bridge 
and the cattail marsh, adjacent to this property, from 
about 8:30 pm to dark. Several birders have recorded it 
this spring. Jim Brown is thinking of putting an owl 
nesting box in the barn, to encourage potential nesting 
at the property. Stay tuned for details on that project. 
 
This time of year can produce a large variety of bird 
species, because of the presence of permanent resident 
birds (for example Great Horned Owl, which we did find), 
recently arrived summer residents and migrating 
species. Among the spring arrivals we saw were 
Savannah Sparrow, Northern House Wren, Osprey, 
Turkey Vulture and several swallow species—Tree, 

mailto:kdenny@raptorview.org
https://forms.gle/GgXCQNPFxApi9x2M6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1l84Qh_AD-WdMM4hce0SscNHTXIb8tsQ&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1l84Qh_AD-WdMM4hce0SscNHTXIb8tsQ&usp=sharing
mailto:cofbob@googlemail.com
mailto:ltennefoss@gmail.com
https://fvaudubon.org/clark-fork-river-grass-valley-important-bird-area/
https://fvaudubon.org/clark-fork-river-grass-valley-important-bird-area/
https://fvaudubon.org/christmas-bird-count/
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Violet-green Barn, 
and Cliff.  Migrants 
using the area 
included American 
Pipit, Ferruginous 
Hawk, White-
crowned Sparrow 
(Gambel’s), White-
faced Ibis, many 

duck species, and American Avocet (this species nests in 
Missoula County, but we have not documented nesting 
at Carl’s… yet). Later in the spring we would expect (and 
have found in the past) Vesper Sparrow, Clay-colored 
Sparrow, and the star of this property—the long grass 
wet-meadow dependent Bobolink. 
 
We ended the morning with 51 species. You can find 
our bird list, along with photos from participants Travis 
Brakefield and Trevor Fuhrman at  
https://ebird.org/checklist/S327996258. Thanks again 
to the landowner and our friend, Carl Hayden. 
 

Field Trip Summary 
Town Bound Birding, Upper Rattlesnake 
By Thomas Kallmeyer 
 
The time of the year for birding by ear is here! On May 
2nd, our group met in the parking lot at the main 
Rattlesnake trailhead and immediately tuned in to the 
songs of some newly arrived migrants, including 
Hammond’s Flycatcher and Cassin’s Vireo. We 
proceeded along the main trail, then crossed over the 
horse bridge to check the meadow on the east side of 
Rattlesnake creek. To our delight two Rufous 
Hummingbirds were present with one showing off its 
gorget in the morning sunshine, then landing just a few 
feet in front of the group, giving everyone good looks! 
We then proceeded up Spring Gulch where we noted the 
songs of Nashville, Yellow-rumped and Townsend’s 
Warblers as well as a very active group of Black-capped 
Chickadees. Some members heard Golden-crowned 
Kinglet and as I played their foraging calls so the group 
would know what to listen for one individual flew in and 
perched just above the group. At the top of the gulch 
before crossing over things became very quiet and the 
reason was soon revealed. As we crossed the creek to 
begin heading back to the trailhead an American 
Goshawk flushed from its perch, giving brief looks as it 
navigated through the trees, flying up the gulch. 
 
View the trip report on eBird: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/511029  

Browns Lake Field Trip Report 
by Jim Brown 
 
Our 48th Browns Lake field trip was a 
great one, with 19 birders ranging in 
experience from very little to lots. We 
enjoyed sunny skies and no wind. At our first stop at the 
Clearwater Junction fishing access, we had only distant 
views of waterbirds. As we started to leave, exciting birds 
kept showing up, including Red Crossbill, Evening 
Grosbeak, Western Bluebird, and a flyover of a flock of 
White-faced Ibis. Then we drove to a large pond south of 
Ovando where we saw several duck species, including 
Rudy Duck, Ring-billed Duck, Northern Shoveler and 
Cinnamon Teal. The exciting surprise bird was a Solitary 
Sandpiper probing the mud a short distance from us. 
Soon after leaving the pond, we saw five Long-billed 
Curlews feeding in the grassland. Next, we took an out of 
the way road to a wooded patch where sapsuckers are 
often found and we were not disappointed. Right away 
Thomas Kallmeyer spotted the difficult to find 
Williamson’s Sapsucker drumming his territorial 
announcement on a power pole. We also spotted 
Mountain Bluebirds and a White-crowned Sparrow. 
 
Then on to Browns Lake, where interesting birds kept 
appearing. At the north end, several people observed 
Franklin’s Gulls and Forster’s Terns—both unusual 
sightings for us. We had good views of Red-necked 
Grebes, Canvasbacks, and Barrow’s Goldeneyes. At the 
peninsula fishing access, we observed a perplexing flock 
of white birds sitting far out on the lake. Careful scope 
viewing revealed Ross’s Geese, Snow Geese, Ring-billed 
Gulls, and one smaller Bonaparte’s Gull. We also 
observed many Eared Grebes, Western Grebes, Yellow-
rumped Warblers, and several Common Loons. 
 
Next, we headed out to Cutoff Road. Partway there, 
Thomas Kallmeyer radioed that he might have heard a 
Sage Thrasher several miles back. We made a mad dash 
back but could not relocate it. Along the Cutoff Road, we 
observed many duck species—including Redheads, 
Buffleheads, and Northern Pintails—as well as a flock of 
migrating American Avocets. Migrant Lesser and Greater 
Yellowlegs were also observed. While most of us scanned 
for waterbirds, Steve Flood watched the skies behind us 
and spotted several soaring Golden and Bald Eagles. 
Altogether, we saw four Golden and nine Bald Eagles. 
 
We observed or heard 84 species, including 25 waterfowl 
species and 6 raptor species. Good birds, good weather 
and excited birders made a fun day! 

White-faced Ibis 
Photo by Trevor Fuhrman 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S327996258
https://ebird.org/tripreport/511029
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Miller Creek Burn Field Trip 
By Rose Leach 
 

On May 16, 2026, seven birders 
ventured into cold, rain, wind, 
and eventually snow, to look for 
birds associated with a relatively 
recent (two years old now) burn 
up Miller Creek near Missoula. 
We were looking for the Black-
backed Woodpecker, a species 
that is almost entirely dependent 
on this ephemeral habitat. That 
is, it requires recent burns (less 
than 5 years old) that have some 
patches of high-severity burned 
habitat with some large-sized 
trees. The Miller Creek burn fits 

this description. We know from the Birds of the World 
online that the Black-backed Woodpecker “…is an 
irruptive species that forages opportunistically on 
outbreaks of bark (e.g., Scolytidae) and especially wood-
boring (e.g., Cerambycidae) beetles colonizing recently 
burned habitats. This restricted diet renders the species 
vulnerable to local and regional extinction due to fire-
suppression programs, salvage logging (post-fire and 
post-outbreak), and rarefaction of mature and 
overmature forest stands.”  
 
Before the worst of the weather set in, we were able to 
find several burn-associated species such as Mountain 
Bluebird and Dark-eyed Junco. Driving to the various 
sites, we were in older forested riparian areas where we 
heard from the car Pacific Wren and Townsends’s 
Warbler. We walked through two patches of the burn 
that had relatively good access, although one site was 
very steep.  If you plan to bird here, wear hiking boots 
and bring hiking poles for the lower elevation site (list 1 
below). We were able to find Black-backed Woodpeckers 
at both sites. We also looked for American Three-toed 
Woodpeckers throughout the burn, but were unable to 
clearly identify one from sound.   
 
We also had fairly good looks at an (accidentally) flushed 
Dusky Grouse, and an extended view of an adult Sharp-
shinned Hawk. I recommend going to the ridgetop area 
of the burn to see more diversity. Unfortunately for us, it 
got too cold and windy to find many of the species 
normally found there. You can find our checklists here: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S340407929 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S340407591   

Wings Across the Big Sky Birding Festival  
Returns for Its 25th Year 
 
This summer, birders 
from across the 
country are invited to 
Kalispell, Montana, for 
the 25th Annual Wings 
Across the Big Sky 
Birding Festival, hosted 
by Montana Audubon 
and local partner Flathead Audubon Society. Taking place 
June 12–14, 2026, the festival celebrates the joy of birds, 
the wonder of Montana's landscapes, and the 
connections we share through nature. The weekend is 
packed with 30+ guided birding trips, two dinner 
banquets, a keynote presentation by HawkWatch 
International founder and former Montana Audubon 
Executive Director Steve Hoffman, and more! Field trip 
spaces are limited, so sign up soon for the best selection. 
 
Don't miss this milestone celebration of Montana's 
incredible birdlife. We hope to see you there!  
 
Register and learn more on the festival website: 
https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings-across-the-big-sky/  
 

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society in the News! 
 
Rose Leach and Jim Brown were featured on KPAX 
news. Click here to see a story about Five Valleys 
Audubon Society’s 50th anniversary, birds in the area, 
and our work of education and conservation.  
   
https://www.kpax.com/news/missoula-county/five-
valleys-audubon-society-celebrates-50-years-of-
community-and-conservation 

 

Black-backed Woodpecker 
Photo by Travis Brakefield 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S340407929
https://ebird.org/checklist/S340407591
https://mtaudubon.org/events/wings-across-the-big-sky/
https://www.kpax.com/news/missoula-county/five-valleys-audubon-society-celebrates-50-years-of-community-and-conservation
https://www.kpax.com/news/missoula-county/five-valleys-audubon-society-celebrates-50-years-of-community-and-conservation
https://www.kpax.com/news/missoula-county/five-valleys-audubon-society-celebrates-50-years-of-community-and-conservation
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   Welcome New Members 
 
Leslie M Blazevich Alfred Brule Patty Craveiro 
Stephanie Gilman Judy Kelly Debbi Krieger 
Roger McDonald Mark McGrath Gary Nygaard 
Paul Osmanson Christine Reck Jamie Tipton 
Britt Wren Joseph Hylton Lynn Tennefoss 
  

Be an environmental and fiscal champion. 
If possible, please signup to receive newsletters via email instead of printed copies. 

 
If your Audubon subscription is through National Audubon, we likely don't have your email. To get our local newsletter and 

birding news electronically, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer, 
Jean Duncan at treasurer@fvaudubon.org or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@fvaudubon.org.         

 

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 
There are several ways to donate and support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). All options include the Birding Observer and allow you to 
participate in all chapter activities. *Help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery. FVAS is a 501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit.  

 
Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 

Or donate on our website:  https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/ 
 
$_______$15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email.  $_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 

 
$_______$25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS.  $________Total contribution 
 
$_______Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email. 
         _________ I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me. 
$_______ Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)  
 work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care 
 for birds, and education on birds and birding.    _______________________________________________________ 
       

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 
Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew 
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-
time credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To 
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 
 
 

mailto:treasurer@fvaudubon.org
mailto:thomas@fvaudubon.org
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