FV Audubon BIRDATHON RESULTS for Team “Lucky Lucas”: June 5, 2026

Team members: Alex Kearney, Will McDowell and Lucas (designated canine observer)

Bird species sightings and location:

1. Black-billed magpie
Wild turkey

American robin
Canada goose
Red-breasted nuthatch
Ruby-crowned kinglet
Western Tanager
MacGillivray’s warbler
9. Townsend’s warbler
10.Mountain Chickadee
11. Swainson’s thrush
12.Chipping Sparrow
13.Pine Siskin

14. American Goldfinch
15.Common Raven
16.Dark-eyed Junco
17.Yellow-rumped Warbler
18.Red Crossbill

19.N. Yellow Warbler
20.Cedar Waxwing

21. Willow Flycatcher
22.Hammond’s Flycatcher
23.W. Warbling Vireo
24.Hermit Thrush
25.Brown-headed Cowbird
26.Song Sparrow
27.Common Yellowthroat
28.Canada Jay
29.Northern Waterthrush
30.Cassin’s Vireo
31.Ruffed Grouse

32.Fox Sparrow
33.Brown Creeper
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. Golden-crowned Kinglet
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Red-tailed Hawk
American Dipper
Pileated Woodpecker
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Violet-green Swallow
American Coot
Gray Catbird
Sandhill Crane

43. Belted Kingfisher
Varied Thrush
Black-headed Grosbeak
Eastern Kingbird
Dusky Flycatcher
House Wren
Rock Wren
Wilson’s snipe
Lazuli Bunting
Lewis’ Woodpecker
Red-winged Blackbird
American Kestrel
European Starling
Eurasian Collared Dove
Turkey Vulture
Northern Flicker

NEW birds observed Florence, MT to Sula, MT (Ravalli Co.): (8:15am to 3:30pm)

59. Least Flycatcher

90. House Sparrow



60. Spotted Sandpiper 91. Barrow’s Goldeneye

61. Western Wood Pewee 92. House Finch

62. Osprey 93. Bullock’s Oriole

63. Double-crested Cormorant 94. American Crow

64. Great Blue Heron 95. Cliff Swallow

65. Killdeer 96. Williamson’s Sapsucker
66. Marsh Wren 97. White-breasted Nuthatch

67. Gadwall 98. Bufflehead

68. Mallard 99. Hooded Merganser

69. Cinnamon Teal 100. Hairy Woodpecker

70. Northern Shoveler 101. Western Meadowlark

71. Blue-winged Teal

72. Green-winged Teal

73. Lesser Scaup

74. Ring-necked Duck

75. American Wigeon

76. Bank Swallow

77. Yellow-headed Blackbird
78. Black-chinned Hummingbird
79. Virginia Rail

80. Pied-billed Grebe

81. Ring-necked Pheasant
82. Black-capped Chickadee
83. California Quail

84. Savannah Sparrow

85. Bald Eagle

86. Brewer’s Blackbird

87. Bobolink

88. Mourning Dove

89. House Sparrow

NEW Birds Observed Lost Trail Pass to Dillon to Divide (Beaverhead Co.) MT: (3:50pm-7:45pm)
102. Wilson’s Phalarope
103. Sora



104. White-crowned Sparrow
105. Swainson’s Hawk
106. Brewer’s Sparrow
107. Vesper Sparrow

108. Northern Harrier
109. Barn Swallow

110. Common Merganser
111. Mountain Bluebird
112. Gray Flycatcher
113. Long-billed Curlew
114. Horned Lark

115. Ferruginous Hawk
116. Thick-billed Longspur
117. Veery

NEW Birds observed in Warm Springs WMA (Deer Lodge County): 8:30pm-9:40pm
118. White Pelican

119. Ring-billed Gull

120. Redhead

121. Canvasback

122. White-faced Ibis

123. Common Loon

124. Avocet

125. Forster’s Tern

126. Western Grebe

127. Clay-colored Sparrow

*Birds in Bold typeface are uncommon (not rare); these are the first ones I've seen this year. No
truly rare birds were seen this day. Birds seen do represent a variety of habitats, from humid
spruce-fir forests in upper Lolo Creek to wetlands, to deciduous riparian forests, to ponderosa
pine stands and semi-arid sagebrush and grassland/prairie habitats.



American dipper in Lolo
Creek. These songbirds
(related to wrens) walk
underwater to grab aquatic
insects on the stream bottom.
Pristine mountain streams
are their favored habitat.

Chestnut-backed Chickadee, a
common bird of the coastal Pacific
Northwest, is found far inland only
in extreme western Montana and
north Idaho, in wet mountain
forests (note Usnea lichen on trees,
a bio-indicator of both moist forest
and high air quality at this remote
National Forest site).

Gray flycatcher is an
inconspicuous summer resident
of large tracts of sagebrush,
found in only two counties in
Montana. Like sage grouse, sage
thrasher, and sagebrush sparrow,
these birds are wedded to this
semi-arid habitat type for
nesting.




