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October 2026 
 

 
 

Working Dogs for Conservation 
_______ 

 
Please join us at our monthly chapter meeting on Monday, October 12, 2026, 
at 7:00 PM when we will welcome speaker Amanda Ott and a very special 
guest to present a talk on: Working Dogs for Conservation.  
 
Working Dogs for Conservation in Missoula, Montana (wd4c.org) works with 
wildlife partners around the world to train dogs for detection, tracking and 
discrimination to address urgent ecological issues. Amanda will talk about how 
dogs can detect weeds before they break the surface, animals that live below 
ground, organisms invisible to the human eye, and even how they help with 
anti-poaching in Africa. As a bonus, they will demo their own detection dog’s 
skills during the presentation. 
 
Amanda has been the Canine Team Training Coordinator at Working Dogs for 
Conservation since 2021. They received their B.S. in Animal Science from Texas 
A&M University. They have been involved in dog sports, training, and 
medicine, including work with exotics where they became passionate about 

science-based animal training. 
Amanda obtained the title of Certified 
Professional Dog Trainer and owned 
their own dog training and dock diving 
business. Including time as the Canine 
Team lead for Travis County Search. 
They have over 17 years experience 
training detection dogs working on 
over 25 different targets. Amanda has 
a passion for utilizing a dog’s unique 
personality to help shape the dog’s 
training and future targets as well as 
giving clear communication between 
the dog and handler.  
 

The meeting will be held in Room 110 in the Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
(ISB) on the University of Montana campus. The building lies on the south end 
of campus on Beckwith Avenue between Maurice and Mansfield Avenues. You 
may also watch the meeting over the zoom link listed below. 

 
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/97147539912  

 

 

  

 

 
Monday, October 5th, 6 PM: The Five 
Valleys Audubon Society board 
meeting will be held at the Missoula 
Public Library in the Blackfoot Room. 
The meeting is open to the public. 
 
Monday, October 12th, 7 AM: Please 
join us for our monthly chapter 
meeting. Amanda Ott will tell us 
about how dogs can be trained to aid 
our conservation efforts. See details 
to the right. 
 
Saturday, October 17th, 10 AM: 
Attend the Beginning Bird Walk at 
the Lee Metcalf NWR. Meet at the 
Visitor’s Center and expect two miles 
of level hiking. 
 
Sunday, October 18th, 9 AM: Town 
Bound Birding goes to Milltown State 
Park to look for migrating birds. Meet 
at the Milltown Overlook Parking 
Area at 9am. Note, the trail down to 
the floodplain is a bit steep, but after 
that, the walking will be easy. 
 
Saturday, October 24th, 8 AM: Join 
us for an all-day field trip to Brown's 
Lake near Ovando to look for Fall 
migrants. Meet at 8:00 am in the 
Missoula College parking lot, 1205 E 
Broadway. This is a driving field trip 
with frequent stops to look for birds 
and minimal hiking involved. 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

Fenton Works for his Toy 

https://1drv.ms/w/c/7c26046beadda537/IQDKAQbeivq0QqM8FmdA4TUhAePwqf4rylhuQv6HFkA3bSg?e=8KCVk8&nav=eyJoIjoiMTI3OTI0NjU0MSJ9
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/97147539912
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Peeps From The Board:  
The “Vagrant Shakes” 
By Thomas Kallmeyer 
 
It started about 15 minutes away from our destination, 
as we rolled Eastward on Route 90 towards Warm 
Springs. Excitement tempered with realization; 
excitement for a bird I might see, mixed with the 
realization that I might not see it. Two feelings churned 
deep inside me. I banished them, focusing attention on 
the road ahead. I had heard about the bird the previous 
day, too late to embark on a chase, and had waited to 
see if it had been seen 
the next morning 
before heading out 
with high hopes. 
Warm Springs hadn’t 
been kind to me the 
previous two years, 
with several attempts 
for rarities thwarted by 
fate and circumstance. 
 
I knew the exact location and proceeded with alacrity 
from the highway exit towards the East side of Warm 
Springs Wildlife Management Area and the Arco complex 
of ponds. The south end of Pond 3 was our destination. I 
hoped that there would be folks there, already on the 
bird, which proved to be the case as we crested the last 
hill. I felt a sense of relief as we rolled up to smiles and 
greetings from the group of birders gathered on the 
shoulder of the road with spotting scopes and cameras 
in hand. I quickly parked and as I exited my vehicle felt 
the surge of adrenaline that always accompanies my 
anticipation at seeing an extremely rare bird, well out of 
its range. I donned my camera and bins and grabbed my 
spotting scope, joining the group while scanning the 
wetlands to the West. 
 
There it was, perched atop a loose tangle of deadfall in 
the mud flats; white, gray, and black. Tail bobbing, 
preening away in the bright late September sunshine. As 
my pulse quickened I set up my spotting scope and 

focused on the bird. A 
White Wagtail, without a 
doubt. It had been 13 years 
since I had seen this 
species, and it was in its 
breeding range in Northern 
Italy on Lake Como. This 
was in Montana, and only 
an hour and 15 minutes 

from home! As I pulled out my phone and fitted it into 
my digiscoping adapter I realized that I was shaking from 
the excitement of having the chance to observe this 
rarity - the “vagrant shakes”. I had to consciously slow 
my breathing and calm myself as I fitted the adapter to 
my scope, centered on the bird and started recording. 
We spent the next hour basking in the camaraderie and 
good feelings of the group watching it and enjoying the 
company of those usually seen during these chases. We 
traded stories and recorded video as the Wagtail actively 
foraged in the mudflats, plucking insects from the 
surface, rushing to and fro, and enjoyed the feeling of 
deep satisfaction at the privilege of witnessing a bird that 
had navigated unimagined hazards and hardship to 
arrive at this spot at this time. 
 
Thanks go out to Caleb Lashway, who discovered the bird 
and got the word out, and to the group of birders 
observing when we arrived for their hearty welcome and 
high spirits. I don’t think that I’ll ever lose the “vagrant 
shakes” and I’m thankful for that, it’s one reason that I 
keep heading out into the field, knowing that one day I’ll 
find my own rarity and be able to share the feeling that 
it inspires in me with others. 
 

Council Grove Birding Summary 
By Braden Collard 
 
We enjoyed a wonderful 
morning birding Council Grove 
on September 6th. With more 
than 30 people in attendance, 
we split into two groups.  
 
My group headed towards the more grassy, open area 
first, where we were delighted to find a large flock of 
Pygmy Nuthatches, Western Tanagers, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers and Chipping Sparrows foraging close to the 
ground, providing great looks for everyone in the group! 
The cool, rainy weather meant that a lot of swallows and 
swifts were around, and we got a great look at a 
Swainson’s Hawk that flew over us and landed on a 
nearby Ponderosa Pine. We continued on towards the 
river, where many people in the group got great looks at 
Solitary Sandpipers along the rocky shore. In the slough 
on the west side of the park, I put my scope on a Wilson’s 
Snipe, a Belted Kingfisher and a late Olive-sided 
Flycatcher that all gave us great views. Finally, on our 
way back to the parking lot someone spotted a Merlin 
tearing a bird apart at the top of a tree! Overall, we saw 
almost 50 species!  

A "vagrant" refers to a bird 
that has wandered far 
outside its normal migration 
route or range (often due to 
weather events or 
navigational errors), making 
encounters with them rare 
and exciting. 
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Fort Missoula Projects Heat Up 
By Poody McLaughlin 
with Gerhard Knudsen 
 
Five Valleys Audubon Society is actively monitoring and 
engaged in three projects at Fort Missoula. Given the 
various landowners and interests at the Fort, each 
project has unique timelines and challenges. Our focus 
remains the same for all three: protect the river and 
associated riparian habitat along the Bitterroot River and 
develop natural areas consistent with their identified 
importance as bird habitats. 
 
 But what’s going on? Starting with the most immediate 
issue - demolition of the Post Hospital, which is privately 
owned and sits on top of Sleven’s Island and the river, 
seems close at hand. Ken Wolf, the developer, received 
the city’s blessing to demolish the current, lovely, 
decaying structure. Before demolition can happen 
though, Wolf must submit and have approved 
development plans. He has submitted plans, dated 
November 2025, which were approved by the city’s 
Historic Preservation Officer. No other city entity has 
approved the plans, scheduled a public hearing, or even 
publicly posted these plans on the Engage Missoula 
website.  
 
The chapter received a copy of these plans, which I will 
forward if you send me your email address. Although the 
proposed structure appears to replicate much of the 
current structure, the most alarming proposal is to build 
a 50-stall parking lot between the hospital and Sleven’s 
Island. The plans call for a 20-foot setback from the 
riparian area. This doesn’t conform to the city’s recently 
adopted zoning regulations, or Unified Development 
Code (UDC). The underlying 20’ setback that Wolf cites 
does not supersede the UDC’s separate riparian-
resource protection requirements, including that of a 50-
foot riparian buffer.  
 
The UDC clearly acknowledges that riparian areas 
comprise a valuable resource and deserve the protection 
afforded by its provisions. The riparian resource 
adjoining the planned building development has a 
significant value. Being within an important bird 
migration corridor and containing valued riparian 
habitat, the site has been included in the Clark Fork 
River-Grass Valley Important Bird Area. If riparian habitat 
of this sort isn’t worthy of the protections prescribed by 
the UDC, what is? 
 

Stay tuned for what will hopefully be public hearings or a 
comment period on this egregious proposal. 
 
Fort Missoula Ponds’ planning to move forward. The city 
is moving forward with plans for developing the Ponds 
parcel where we have sponsored multiple bird surveys 
over the last two years. The chapter will participate as a 
stakeholder group in developing, probably, different 
options for the development of this parcel as a natural 
area. Currently the steering committee, which consists of 
adjacent landowners, are meeting to discuss basic 
parameters. Then the stakeholders will fine tune the 
proposal. After the city develops several options for 
development, they plan to sponsor public input later this 
fall or winter.  
 
The big picture. The Fort Missoula Lands Working Group 
is a coalition that aims to develop a community vision for 
future land use in the Fort area. The area under 
discussion includes Sleven’s Island downstream to 
Maclay Flat along the Bitterroot River. Generally, the 
land south of South Avenue is included in our area of 
interest. Landowners, stakeholders such as Five Valleys 
Audubon, and other groups are working to coordinate 
the conservation and use of the unique historic and 
natural features of the Fort Missoula area. Will 
McDowell, Jim Brown, and I are active with this group. 
Will has drafted a charter for the group that we will use 
as a basis for coordinated action. 

 
If you’ve read this far, you appreciate the array of 
interests and goals for this valuable public space. Other 
than the privately owned hospital parcel, the work on the 
Ponds parcel and for the Lands working group are 
hopeful and positive. Onward! 
 

  

Old Post Hospital at Fort Missoula 

Old Post Hospital at Fort Missoula 
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Creepin’ It Real — Why Bats Don't Suck 
Adapted from USFWS 

 
Bats, our winged 
friends so often 
associated with all 
things creepy and 
spooky, are some 
of the most 
misunderstood and 
underappreciated 
members of the animal kingdom. Pop culture loves to 
paint bats as menacing creatures of the night, but the 
reality is far more fascinating—and vital to our 
environment. Out of more than 1,400 species 
worldwide, representing roughly a quarter of all 
mammal species on Earth, only three feed on blood, 
and none of them live north of Central America or pose 
a threat to humans.   
 
Masters of the Night Sky 
To truly appreciate bats, it helps to look at their unique 
physiology. Bats are the only mammals capable of true, 
sustained flight. Unlike flying squirrels that merely glide, 
a bat’s wing is a marvel of evolutionary engineering—
closely resembling a modified human hand with 
elongated finger bones supporting a thin, flexible skin 
membrane. This allows them to execute acrobatic twists 
and turns in mid-air that put birds to shame.   
Navigating the dark requires supernatural tools, which 
bats achieve through echolocation. By emitting high-
frequency sound pulses—often clicking up to two 
hundred times per second as they close in on a target—
they read the returning echoes to map their pitch-black 
surroundings and pinpoint tiny flying insects with 
pinpoint precision.    
 
Nighttime Pest Control 
The vast majority of bats are dedicated insectivores, 
serving as nocturnal powerhouses of pest control. A 
single little brown bat can consume thousands of 
mosquitoes, moths, cucumber beetles, and agricultural 
pests in a single night, eating up to its entire body 
weight. Across North America, this voracious appetite 
saves the agricultural and forestry industries billions of 
dollars annually by naturally suppressing crop-damaging 
insects without the use of chemical pesticides.   Other 
species serve as crucial ecological caretakers, acting as 
primary pollinators and seed dispersers for plants we 
rely on—from desert cacti like the saguaro to tropical 
fruits like mangos and bananas.   

Preparing for the Chill 
As autumn deepens and the weather turns crisp, bats 
undergo dramatic seasonal shifts. While some species 
migrate hundreds of miles south to warmer climates 
(much like our seasonal songbirds), others prepare for 
hibernation. They seek out safe, stable microclimates in 
deep caves, abandoned mines, or hollow trees, 
lowering their body temperatures and slowing their 
heartbeats to survive the winter months.   
 
This Halloween season, instead of fearing these 
midnight flyers, we can celebrate them as 
indispensable, gentle guardians of the night that keep 
our local ecosystems healthy and balanced. 
 
 

UM President's Lecture Series 
Birding to Change the World:  
A Conversation with Trish O'Kane 
 
October 14, 2026, University Center Ballroom, 7:30pm: 
Trish O'Kane ― the author of the 2026 Griz Read 
selection, Birding to Change the World: A Memoir ― is 
a writer and a senior lecturer in environmental justice at 
the University of Vermont, where avians are her 
teaching assistants. A former human rights journalist in 
Central America and the Deep South, she has written 
for the New York Times, Time, and the San Francisco 
Chronicle. She lives in Burlington, Vermont, with her 
writer-husband, their dog, and three chickens. 
 
 

Help Hero Wanted 

Five Valleys Audubon Society 
is looking for a new Program 
Coordinator. The main duties 
of the position include 
finding and scheduling 
speakers to present at our 
monthly chapter meetings, 
which are held from 
September through May. A 
commitment of a few hours 

each month, attendance at most in-person meetings, 
and a desire to meet a wealth of interesting people with 
unique perspectives on birds, wildlife, and conservation 
is all that is required. If you are interested, please 
contact Susie Wall at susie@fvaudubon.org.

mailto:susie@fvaudubon.org
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 Welcome New Members 
 
Jill Alban Mary Campbell Diana Clark 
Judith Hutchins Elaine Davis Katherine Heffernan 
Ava Leeper Kitty McGuin Christy Mocko 
Keala Murdock Brian O’Leary Ricky Oncken 
Laura Pahl Will Rex Richard and Carla Rister 
Ann Shaner 

Be an environmental and fiscal champion. 
If possible, please sign up to receive newsletters via email instead of printed copies. 

 
If your Audubon subscription is through National Audubon, we likely don't have your email. To get our local newsletter and 

birding news electronically, saving trees and reducing FVAS newsletter expenses, please send your email address to Treasurer, 
Jean Duncan at treasurer@fvaudubon.org or Membership Promotion Chair, Thomas Kallmeyer at thomas@fvaudubon.org.        

 
 
 
 
 

Join Five Valleys Audubon Society 
 
There are several ways to donate and support Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS). All options include the Birding Observer and allow you to 
participate in all chapter activities. *Help us reduce our $3,700 annual newsletter cost by signing up for email delivery. FVAS is a 501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit.  

 
Make checks out to Five Valleys Audubon Society and mail to: PO Box 8425, Missoula, MT 59807 

Or donate on our website:  https://fvaudubon.org/make-a-donation/ 
 
$_______$15 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via email.  $_______ Phillip L. Wright Fund, small grants for student research. 

 
$_______$25 FVAS membership, includes newsletter sent via USPS.  $________Total contribution 
 
$_______Free for students, includes FVAS newsletter via email. 
         _________ I would like to Volunteer. Please contact me. 
$_______ Donate to our General Fund to support our habitat protection (Please provide an email address below.)  
 work within Missoula County, nonprofit organizations that care 
 for birds, and education on birds and birding.    _______________________________________________________ 
       

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Email: (Required to receive the newsletter and birding alerts via email.) ___________________________________________________________ 

Please note: FVAS does not share email addresses with anyone except Montana Audubon.  Your email address is safe with us! 
 
Please be aware that membership in Five Valleys Audubon Society (FVAS) alone does not confer membership in the National Audubon Society 
(NAS). FVAS and NAS are separate 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. To become a new member of NAS and receive Audubon magazine (or to renew 
a current or lapsed membership) visit the website: https://act.audubon.org/a/join. Using this website will ensure that FVAS receives a $20 one-time 
credit for your NAS membership. All NAS members become members of FVAS. A third organization, Montana Audubon (MTA), is also an 
independent organization and receives no financial support from NAS. MTA manages statewide issues and is responsible for its own fundraising. To 
assist in this important statewide work, you may contact MTA through their website: https://mtaudubon.org/. Please give generously to each 
organization. Although independent, we work together to protect what we all love. 
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